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Outline 
 
1. Jesus' Birth:  Introduction 

A. Preparation for His birth 
1). His Divine Title  Mark 1:1  
2). His Divine Flesh  John 1:1-18   
3). His Lineage  Matt 1:1-17; Luke 3:23-38 
4). His Story  Luke 1:1-4   

B. A New Born King is Worshipped 
1). An Answered Prayer  Luke 1:5-25 
2). An Angel's Message to a Virgin  Luke 1:26-38 
3). Two Women Rejoice  Luke 1:39-56 
4). Clearing a Path  Luke 1:57-80 
5). Call Him Jesus  Matt 1:18-25 
6). Good News of Great Joy  Luke 2:1-20 
7). Simeon and Anna  Luke 2:21-39 
8). Gifts for a King  Matt 2:1-12 
9). Escape to Egypt  Matt 2:13-23 
10). A Missing Child  Luke 2:41-52 

C. His Baptism and Temptation 
1). A Voice in the Wilderness  Matt 3:1-12; Mark 1:2-8; Luke 3:1-18 
2). A Voice from Heaven  Matt 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-38 
3). The Temptations  Matt 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13 
4). Behold, the Lamb  John 1:19-34 
5). Jesus Chooses Five Disciples  John 1:35-51 
6). Jesus' First Miracle  John 2:1-12 (1-35MM) 

2. Jesus' Ministry Begins:  Year One  April 29-30 A.D. 
A. His Work Begins in Judea 

1). First Cleansing of the Temple  John 2:13-23 
2). Jesus Teaches the New Birth  John 2:23-3:21 
3). John the Baptist's Tribute to Jesus  John 3:22-36 
4). The Woman at the Well  Matt 4:12; Mark 1:14; Luke 3:19-20; John 4:1-42 

B. The Twelve Are Chosen and He Moves to Galilee 
1). The Nobleman's Son is Healed  John 4:43-54 (2-35MM) 
2). Rejection at Nazareth  Luke 4:14-30 
3). Giving the News to Capernaum  Matt 4:13-17; Mark 1:14-15; Luke 4:31a 
4). Fishing for People  Matt 4:18-22; Mark 1:16-20 
5). Casting Out an Unclean Spirit  Mark 1:21, 23-28; Luke 4:31b, 33-37 (3-35MM) 
6). Healing Hands  Matt 4:23; 8:14-17; Mark 1:29-39; Luke 4:38-44 (4-35MM) 
7). The First Miraculous Catch  Luke 5:1-11 (5-35MM) 
8). Jesus Heals a Leper  Matt 8:2-4; Mark 1:40-45; Luke 5:12-16 (6-35MM) 
9). A Paralytic Is Forgiven and Healed  Matt 9:2-8; Mark 2:1-12; Luke 5:17-26 (7-35MM) 
10). Matthew Is Enlisted  Matt 9:9-17; Mark 2:13-22; Luke 5:27-39 

3. Jesus' Ministry Flowers:  Year Two  30-31 A.D. 
A. The Sermon on the Mount 

1). Lord of the Sabbath  Matt 12:1-8; Mark 2:23-28; Luke 6:1-5 
2). A Crippled Hand  Matt 12:9-15a; Mark 3:1-7a; Luke 6:6-11 (8-35MM) 
3). Choosing the Twelve  Matt 4:24-25; 10:2-4; 12:15b-21 Mark 3:7b-19b; Luke 6:12-19 
4). Teaching on the Mountain  Matt 5:1-12; Luke 6:20-26 
5). Salt of the Earth  Matt 5:13-20 
6). Right to the Heart  Matt 5:21-37 
7). Love Your Enemies  Matt 5:38-48; Luke 6:27-36 
8). No Parading of Good Deeds  Matt 6:1-18 
9). Treasures in Heaven  Matt 6:19-24 
10). A Father's Care  Matt 6:25-34; Luke 12:22b-31 
11). Humility, Generosity and Wisdom  Matt 7:1-12; Luke 6:37-42 
12). The Proof of Discipleship  Matt 7:13-20; Luke 43-45 
13). Building on the Rock  Matt 7:21-29; Mark 1:21-22; Luke 4:32; 6:46–7:1 
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B. Parables 

1). A Centurion's Faith  Matt 8:1,5-13; Luke 7:1-10  (9-35MM) 
2). Raising the Son of Nain's Widow  Luke 7:11-17  (10-35MM) 
3). Jesus and John the Baptist  Matt 11:2-19; Luke 7:18-35 
4). Jesus Anointed by an Outcast Woman  Luke 7:36-50 
5). Preach the Kingdom  Luke 8:1-3 
6). Parable of the Sower  Matt 13:1-23; Mark 4:1-20; Luke 8:4c-15 
7). Parable of the Lamp  Mark 4:21-25; Luke 8:16-17 
8). An Eternal Sin  Matt 12:22-50; Mark 3:19b-35; Luke 8:19-21 
9). The Wheat and the Tares  Matt 13:24-30 
10). Harvest, Mustard and Yeast  Matt 13:31-35; Mark 4:26-34; Luke 13:18-21 
11). The Kingdom Explained  Matt 13:36-52 

C. Miracles 
1). Calming the Storm  Matt 8:18, 23-27; Mark 4:35-41; Luke 8:22-25 (12-35MM) 
2). Conquering Demons  Matt 8:28-34; Mark 5:1-20; Luke 8:26-39 (13-35MM) 
3). Faith and Healing  Matt 9:1,18-34; Mark 5:21-43; Luke 8:40-56 (14,15,16,17-35MM) 
4). Do You Want to Get Well?    John 5:1-18 (18-35MM) 
5). From Death to Life  John 5:19-47 
6). Refusing to Believe  Matt 13:53-58; Mark 6:1-6a 

D. The Twelve Sent Out 
1). Workers in the Harvest  Matt 9:35–10:16; 10:24–11:1; Mark 6:6b-13; Luke 9:1-6 
2). John the Baptist Is Martyred  Matt 14:1-13a; Mark 6:14-32; Luke 9:7-10 
3). Feeding of the Five Thousand  Matt 14:13b-23; Mark 6:33-46; Luke 9:10-17; John 

6:1-15  (19-35MM) 
4). Walking on the Sea  Matt 14:24-36; Mark 6:47-56; John 6:16-25  (20-35MM) 

4. Jesus' Ministry Faces the Heat:  Year Three  31-32 A.D. 
A. The Bread of Life 

1). The Bread of Life  John 6:22-40 
2). True Food, True Drink  John 6:41-58 
3). Many Walk Away  John 6:59-71 
4). Man's Traditions versus God's Commands  Matt 15:1-20; Mark 7:1-23; John 7:1 
5). Crumbs from the Table  Matt 15:21-28; Mark 7:24-30 (21-35MM) 
6). Open Up!  Matt 15:29-31; Mark 7:31-37 (22-35MM) 
7). Feeding the Four Thousand Gentiles  Matt 15:32-38; Mark 8:1-9 (23-35MM) 
8). A Demand for a Miracle  Matt 15:39-16:12; Mark 8:10-26 (24-35MM) 

B. The Good Shepherd 
1). His Brothers Disbelieve  John 7:2-10 
2). Only a Little While Longer  John 7:11-36 

a. Divided Opinions about Jesus  7:11-13   
b. Jesus’ Teaching about Knowing  7:14-18   
c. Jesus’ Warning about Judgment  7:19-24   
d. Jesus’ Claim about His Source  7:25-31   
e. Jesus’ Prophecy about His Future  7:32-36   

3). Rivers of Living Water  John 7:37-8:1 
a. The Promise of the Holy Spirit  7:37-39   
b. The Divisions of the People  7:40-44   
c. The Insecurity of the Leaders  7:45-8:1   

4). A Woman Caught in Adultery  John 8:2-11 
5). The Light of the World  John 8:12-29 

a. Jesus Is the Light  8:12-20   
b. He Pleases the Father  8:21-29   

6). The Truth Will Set You Free  John 8:30-37 
a. True Disciples  8:30-33   
b. True Freedom  8:34-37   

7). Who Do You Think You Are?  John 8:38-59 
8). A Man Born Blind  John 9:1-12 (25-35MM) 
9). Kicked Out of the Synagogue  John 9:13-34 
10). Lord, I Believe  John 9:35-41 
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11). The Good Shepherd  John 10:1-21 
a. The Illustration  John 10:1-6 
b. The Explanation  John 10:7-18 
c. The Conversation  John 10:19-21 

12). Threatened with Stoning  John 10:22-42 
a. The Question and Answer  John 10:22-30 
b. The Response and Proof  John 10:31-39 
c. The Return to John’s Area  John 10:40-42 

5. Jesus' Ministry Focuses:  Year Four  32-33 A.D. 
A. Evangelism 

1). Who Do You Say I Am?  Matt 16:13-20; Mark 8:27-30; Luke 9:18-21 
2). He Must Die  Matt 16:21-28; Mark 8:31-9:1; Luke 9:22-27 
3). The Transfiguration  Matt 17:1-13; Mark 9:2-13; Luke 9:28-36 
4). A Father in Tears  Matt 17:14-21; Mark 9:14-29; Luke 9:37-43a (26-35MM) 
5). Predicting His Death  Matt 17:22-27; Mark 9:30-32; Luke 9:43b-45  (27-35MM) 
6). Who Is the Greatest?  Matt 18:1-14; Mark 9:33-50; Luke 9:46-50 
7). Sin and Forgiveness  Matt 18:15-19:2; Mark 10:1 

a. Church Discipline  Matt 18:15-18 
b. Church Prayer  Matt 18:19-20 
c. Church Forgiveness  Matt 18:21-22 
d. Illustration  Matt 18:23-35; Mark 10:1 

8). Toward Jerusalem  Matt 8:19-22; Luke 9:51-62 
a. The Sons of Thunder  Luke 9:51-56 
b. The Cost of Discipleship  Matt 8:19-22; Luke 9:57-62 

B. Sending Out the Seventy 
1). Like Lambs among Wolves  Matt 11:20-30; Luke 10:1-24 

a. Be Sent  Luke 10:1-4 
b. Be Led  Luke Matt 11:20; 10:5-12 
c. Be Clear  Luke Matt 11:21-24; 10:13-16  
d. Be Guarded  Luke 10:17-20 
e. Be Humbled  Matt 11:25-30; Luke 10:21-22;  
f. Be Alert  Luke 10:23-24 

2). Who Is My Neighbor?  Luke 10:25-37 
3). The Good Part  Luke 10:38-42 
4). Teach Us to Pray  Luke 11:1-13 
5). Demons and the Kingdom of God  Luke 11:14-36; Matt 12:38-42 
6). His Enemies Inflamed  Luke 11:37-54 
7). Nothing Can Be Hidden  Luke 12:1-12 
8). On Guard against Greed  Luke 12:13-21 
9). Be Ready!  Matt 24:43-44; Luke 12:22-40 

C. His Work Continues 
1). Much Will Be Required  Matt 10:34-36; Luke 12:41-53 
2). A Fruitless Tree  Luke 12:54-59; 13:1-9 
3). Set Free on the Sabbath  Luke 13:10-17  (28-35MM) 
4). A Door Shut Tight  Luke 13:18-35 
5). Dinner at a Pharisee's Home  Luke 14:1-24 (29-35MM) 

a. The Atmosphere of Legalism  Luke 14:1-6 
b. The Politics of Legalism  Luke 14:7-11 
c. The True Application of the Law  Luke 14:12-14 
d. The Parable of the Dinner Party  Luke 14:15-24 

6). Calculate the Cost  Luke 14:25-35 
7). A Lost Sheep, a Lost Coin  Luke 15:1-10 
8). A Lost Son  Luke 15:11-32 
9). Use Wealth Wisely  Luke 16:1-13 
10). To Those Who Loved Money  Luke 16:14-31 

D. Jesus is the “I AM” 
1). Sin, Faith and Duty  Luke 17:1-10 
2). Ten Lepers  Luke 17:11-19 (30-35MM) 
3). He Will Come Like Lightning  Luke 17:20-37 



 5

4). Will He Find Faith?  Luke 18:1-8 
5). Two Men's Prayers in Contrast  Luke 18:9-14 
6). Divorce  Matt 19:3-12; Mark 10:2-12 
7). Let the Children Come  Matt 19:13-15a; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 18:15-17 
8). A Friend Is Dead  John 11:1-16 
9). Come Out!  John 11:17-44 (31-35MM) 
10). Plotting His Death  John 11:45-57 

E. His Work Concludes 
1). Wealthy and Sad  Matt 19:15b-26; Mark 10:17-27; Luke 18:18-27 
2). Promised Rewards  Matt 19:27–20:16; Mark 10:28-31; Luke 18:28-30 
3). Are You Able?  Matt 20:17-28; Mark 10:32-45; Luke 18:31-34 
4). Wanting to See  Matt 20:29-34; Mark 10:46-52; Luke 18:35–19:10 (32-35MM) 
5). Parable of Money Usage  Luke 19:11-27 

6. Jesus' Triumph:  The Final Week and Consummation 
A. The Triumphal Entry  

1). Anointed for Burial  Matt 26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9; Luke 22:1; John 11:55-12:11 
2). Messiah Enters Jerusalem  Matt 21:1-11; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:29-44; John 12:12-19 
3). Leaves, But Not Fruit  Matt 21:12-22; Mark 11:12-26; Luke 19:45-46 (33-35MM) 
4). His Authority Is Challenged  Matt 21:23-27; Mark 11:27-33; Luke 20:1-8 
5). A Rejected Stone  Matt 21:28-46; Mark 12:1-12; Luke 19:47-48; 29:9-18 
6). A Prince's Wedding Banquet  Matt 22:1-14 
7). Give God What Is God's  Matt 22:15-22; Mark 12:13-17; Luke 20:19-26 

B. Final Teachings 
1). A Marriage Puzzle  Matt 22:23-33; Mark 12:18-27; Luke 20:27-40 
2). The Greatest Commandment  Matt 22:34-40; Mark 12:28-34 
3). The Tough Question  Matt 22:41-46;  Mark 12:35-37; Luke 20:41-44 
4). Blind Guides  Matt 23:1-39; Mark 12:38-40; Luke 20:45-47; 21:38 

a. Warnings in the Temple  Mark 12:38-40; Luke 20:45-47; 21:38 
b. Importance of Servanthood  Matt 23:1-12 
c. Seven Woes  Matt 23:13-36 
d. Jesus’ Lament over Jerusalem  Matt 23:37-39 

5). A Poor Widow's Gift  Mark 12:41-44; Luke 21:1-4 
6). Greatly Distressed  John 12:20-36a 
7). Seeing God  John 12:36b-50 
8). The Olivet Discourse  Matt 24:1-51; Mark 13:1-37; Luke 21:5-36 

a. The Prophecy of the Destruction of Jerusalem  Matt 24:1-2; Mark 13:1-2; 
Luke 21:5-6 

b. Questions by the Disciples  Matt 24:3; Mark 13:3-4; Luke 21:7 
c. Warnings  Matt 24:4-6; Mark 13:5-7; Luke 21:8-9 
d. Prophecy of Persecutions Matt 24:7-14; Mark 13:8-13; Luke 21:10-19 
e. Specific Prophecies of the Destruction of Jerusalem  Luke 21:20-24 
f. Prophecies of the Tribulation  Matt 24:15-28; Mark 13:14-23 
g. Prophecies of the Second Advent  Matt 24:29-31; Mark 13:24-27; Luke 

21:25-28 
h. Parable of the Fig Tree  Matt 24:32-36; Mark 13:28-32; Luke 21:29-33 cf Matt 

21:18-22; 25:13; Mark 11:12-14, 20-25; Luke 13:6-9 
i. The Comparison to the Ante-Deluvians  Matt 24:37-41 cf Luke 17:22-36 
j. The Application  Matt 24:42-44; Mark 13:33-37; Luke 21:34-36 cf 35-40 
k. The Faithful Bondservant  Matt 24:45-51 cf Luke 12:41-48 

9). Parable of the Ten Virgins  Matt 25:1-13 
10). Parable of the Talents  Matt 25:14-30 
11). The Judgment  Matt 25:31-46 
12). The Traitor Bargains  Matt 26:1-5, 14-16; Mark 14:1-2, 10-11; Luke 22:2-6 

C. The Last Supper 
1). The Final Passover  Matt 26:17-20; Mark 14:12-17; Luke 22:7-16 
2). Washing Feet  John 13:1-20 
3). Someone Will Betray Me  Matt 26:21-25; Mark 14:18-21; Luke 22:21-23; John 13:21-33 
4). His Body, His Blood  Matt 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:17-20 
5). A New Commandment  Luke 22:24-34; John 13:34-38 
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6). Don't Be Troubled  John 14:1-14 
7). If You Love Me  John 14:15-31 
8). Take a Sword  Luke 22:35-38 

D. The Upper Room Discourse 
1). The Vine and the Branches  John 15:1-8 
2). I Call You Friends  John 15:9-17 
3). The World's Hatred  John 15:18-25 
4). The Coming Helper  John 15:26-16:15 
5). From Sorrow to Joy  John 16:16-24 
6). Returning to the Father  John 16:25-28 
7). I Have Overcome the World  John 16:29-33 
8). The High Priestly Prayer  John 17:1-26 

a. The Son’s First Request–Glorify the Father  John 17:1-4 
b. The Son’s Second Request–Restore My Glory  John 17:5-10 
c. The Son’s Third Request–Protect the Disciples  John 17:11-16 
d. The Son’s Fourth Request–Sanctify the Disciples  John 17:17-23 
e. The Son’s Fifth Request-Glorify the Father  John 17:24-26 

9). Arguing with the Lord  Matt 26:30-35; Mark 14:26-31 
E. His Trials 

1). Not My Will, but Yours  Matt 26:36-46; Mark 14:32-42; Luke 22:40-46; John 18:1 
2). The Betrayal  Matt 26:47-56; Mark 14:43-52; Luke 22:47-53; John 18:2-11 (34-35MM) 
3). Why Question Me?  Matt 26:57; Mark 14:53; Luke 22:54a; John 18:12-14, 19-24 
4). Following at a Distance  Matt 26:58; Mark 14:54; Luke 22:54b-55; John 18:15-18,25 
5). Are You the Son of God?  Matt 26:59-68; Mark 14:55-65; Luke 22:63-65 
6). Peter Accused  Matt 26:69-75; Mark 14:56b-72; Luke 22:56-62; John 18:26-27 
7). The Verdict Confirmed  Matt 27:1-2; Mark 15:1; Luke 22:66–23:1 
8). The Traitor's End  Matt 27:3-10 
9). Roman Judgment  Matt 27:11-14; Mark 15:2-5; Luke 23:2-3; John 18:28-38a 
10). No Answers for King Herod  Luke 23:4-12; John 18:38b 

F. The Crucifixion 
1). Crucify Him!  Matt 27:15-23a; Mark 15:6-14; Luke 23:13-23a; John 18:39-40 
2). Sentenced to Die  Matt 27:23b-31; Mark 15:15-20; Luke 23:23b-25; John 19:1-16 
3). To Golgotha  Matt 27:32-36, 38; Mark 15:21-25, 27-28; Luke 23:26-34; John 19:17-18, 

23-24 
4). On the Cross  Matt 27:37, 39-44; Mark 15:26, 29-32; Luke 23:35-43; John 19:19-22, 

25-27 
5). It Is Finished  Matt 27:45-51; Mark 15:33-38; Luke 23:44-46; John 19:28-30 
6). Awesome Wonders  Matt 27:52-56; Mark 15:39-41; Luke 23:47-49; John 19:31-37 
7). From the Cross to the Tomb  Matt 27:57-61; Mark 15:42-47; Luke 23:50-56; John 

19:38-42 
8). The Tomb Is Sealed  Matt 27:62-66 

G. The Resurrection 
1). The Resurrection  Matt 28:1-10; Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-12; John 20:1-18 (35-35MM) 
2). The Guards Are Bribed  Matt 28:11-15 
3). Appearance On the Road to Emmaus  Luke 24:13-35 
4). Behind Locked Doors  Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-23 
5). Seeing and Believing  John 20:24-31 
6). A Fishing Trip  Matt 28:16-17; John 21:1-25 
7). Parting Words  Matt 28:16-20; Luke 24:44-53; Acts 1:1-11 
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Matt 12:1-8; Mark 2:23-28; Luke 6:1-5 
Lord of the Sabbath 

 
3. Jesus' Ministry Flowers:  Year Two  30-31 A.D. 

A. The Sermon on the Mount 
1). Lord of the Sabbath  Matt 12:1-8; Mark 2:23-28; Luke 6:1-5 

 
Luke 6:1 = Time to Eat  (Matt 12:1; Mark 2:23) 
 
Now it came about that on a certain Sabbath (The designated day of rest) He was passing through some 
grainfields; and His disciples were picking and eating the heads of grain, rubbing them in their hands. 
 
Matt 12:1  At that time Jesus went on the Sabbath through the grainfields, and His disciples became hungry and 
began to pick the heads of grain and eat. 
Mark 2:23  And it came about that He was passing through the grainfields on the Sabbath, and His disciples 
began to make their way along while picking the heads of grain. 
 
Comment:  They were basically "grazing." 
 
Luke 6:2 = The Pharisaic Challenge  (Matt 12:2; Mark 2:24) 
 
But some of the Pharisees said, "Why do you do what is not lawful (Impersonal EXESTI = permitted by law) 
on the Sabbath?" 
 
Matt 12:2  But when the Pharisees saw it, they said to Him, "Behold, your disciples do what is not lawful to do on 
a Sabbath." 
Mark 2:24  And the Pharisees were saying to Him, "See here, why are they doing what is not lawful on the 
Sabbath?" 
 
Summary: 
1. The indication is that they saw the disciples and attacked Him through the back door. 
2. Matthew and Mark seem to relate their words while Luke their intent. 
 
Luke 6:3 = Background to His Answer  (Matt 12:3; Mark 2:25) 
 
And Jesus answering them said, "Have you not even read what David did when he was hungry, he and 
those who were with him, 
 
Matt 12:3  But He said to them, "Have you not read what David did, when he became hungry, he and his 
companions; 
Mark 2:25  And He said to them, "Have you never read what David did when he was in need and became hungry, 
he and his companions: 
 
Summary: 
1. This is from 1 Samuel 21:1-7. 
2. David was not thinking straight.  Right after this he ended up with Goliath's sword in the camp of 

the Philistines and faked insanity. 
3. It was not one of David's more spiritual moments. 
 
Luke 6:4 = Answer This  (Matt 12:4-7; Mark 2:26-27) 
 
how he entered the house of God, and took and ate the consecrated bread which is not lawful for any to 
eat except the priests alone, and gave it to his companions?" 
 
Matt 12:4-7  4 how he entered the house of God, and they ate the consecrated bread, which was not lawful for 
him to eat, nor for those with him, but for the priests alone?  5 "Or have you not read in the Law, that on the 
Sabbath the priests in the temple break the Sabbath, and are innocent?  6 "But I say to you, that something 



 8

greater than the temple is here.  7 "But if you had known what this means, 'I desire compassion, and not a 
sacrifice, (Hosea 6:6)' you would not have condemned the innocent. 
Mark 2:26-27  26 how he entered the house of God in the time of Abiathar the high priest, and ate the 
consecrated bread, which is not lawful for anyone to eat except the priests, and he gave it also to those who were 
with him?"  27 And He was saying to them, "The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath. 
 
Summary: 
1. Attitude is the real issue in our actions. 
2. Those who lack compassion need to bring a sacrifice for sin.  Cf Lev 19:18   
3. Jesus confronts them with a complicated theological question to show them that they lack real 

understanding. 
4. Understanding comes from seeing how things fit together. 
5. Sound Doctrine therefore comes from proper understanding of how various subjects fit together. 
6. Legalism views actions as more important than people. 
7. This passage is not dealing with issues of morality, where law must be considered (1 Tim 1:8-11), 

but rather  issues of love. 
 
Luke 6:5 = The Correct Solution  (Matt 12:8; Mark 2:28) 
 
And He was saying to them, "The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath." 
 
Matt 12:8  "For the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath." 
Mark 2:28  "Consequently, the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath." 
 
Comment:  The Messiah is the maker, giver and standard of law. 
 
Lawfulness: 
1. Since we have been "set free," we are free to do that which has not been prohibited.  Gal 5:1 
2. To the Christian, all things are lawful, but not all things are profitable.  We are to seek the best for 

others.  1 Cor 6:12  all things are lawful for me, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful for 
me, but I will not be mastered by anything.  1 Cor 10:23-24  All things are lawful, but not all things are 
profitable. All things are lawful, but not all things edify.  Let no one seek his own good, but that of his 
neighbor. 

3. God is interested in good at any time.  Luke 6:9-10  And Jesus said to them, "I ask you, is it lawful on 
the Sabbath to do good, or to do harm, to save a life, or to destroy it?"  And after looking around at them 
all, He said to him, "Stretch out your hand!" And he did so; and his hand was restored. 

4. There is a time to question leaders concerning matters of law.  Matt 14:4-5 & Mark 6:18-20  For 
John had been saying to him, "It is not lawful for you to have her."  And although he wanted to put him to 
death, he feared the multitude, because they regarded him as a prophet. 

5. It is "lawful" to use your own resources as you choose.  Matt 20:15  'Is it not lawful for me to do what 
A wish with what is my own? Or is your eye envious because I am generous?' 

6. It is lawful to claim your rights under the law of the land.  Acts 22:25-26  And when they stretched 
him out with thongs, Paul said to the centurion who was standing by, "Is it lawful for you to scourge a man 
who is a Roman and uncondemned?"  And when the centurion heard this, he went to the commander and 
told him, saying, "What are you about to do? For this man is a Roman." 

7. God can put even some good things off limits.  2 Cor 12:3-4  (The Son of Man is also Lord of law)  
And I know how such a man–whether in the body or apart from the body I do not know, God knows--was 
caught up into paradise, and heard inexpressible words, which a man is not permitted to speak. 

 
Vs. Legalism: 
1. Legalism focuses on actions which contain no moral issue rather than attitudes.  Luke 6:1-5 & 

Mark  2:23-28 & Matt 12:1-8 
2. Legalism is more concerned with its own laws than God's laws.  Matt 12:10-14 & Mark 3:3-5 & 

Luke 14:3-6  And behold, there was a man with a withered hand. And they questioned Him, saying, "Is it 
lawful to heal on the Sabbath?"-- in order that they might accuse Him.  And He said to them, "What man 
shall there be among you, who shall have one sheep, and if it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will he not 
take hold of it, and lift it out?  "Of how much more value then is a man than a sheep! So then, it is lawful 
to do good on the Sabbath."  Then He said to the man, "Stretch out your hand!" And he stretched it out, 
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and it was restored to normal, like the other.  But the Pharisees went out, and counseled together against 
Him, as to how they might destroy Him. 

3. Legalism tends to move to another distortion of law when one distortion is shown to be in error.  
John 5:1-10  Therefore the Jews were saying to him who was cured, "It is the Sabbath, and it is not 
permissible for you to carry your pallet." 

4. Legalism twists valid laws.  Matt 19:3-10 & Mark 10:2-9  And some Pharisees came to him, testing 
him, and saying, "is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any cause at all?"  and he answered and 
said, "have you not read, that he who created them from the beginning made them male and female, and 
said, 'for this cause a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the two 
shall become one flesh'?  "consequently they are no longer two, but one flesh. What therefore god has 
joined together, let no man separate."  they said to him, "why then did Moses command to give her a 
certificate of divorce and send her away?"  he said to them, "because of your hardness of heart, Moses 
permitted you to divorce your wives; but from the beginning it has not been this way.  "and i say to you, 
whoever divorces his wife, except for immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery."  the 
disciples said to him, "if the relationship of the man with his wife is like this, it is better not to marry." 

5. Legalism is often simply a covering for evil.  Matt 22:17-21 & Mark 12:14-17 & Luke 20:22-26  "tell 
us therefore, what do you think? Is it lawful to give a poll-tax to Caesar, or not?"  but Jesus perceived their 
malice, and said, "why are you testing me, you hypocrites?  "show me the coin used for the poll-tax." and 
they brought him a denarius.  And he said to them, "whose likeness and inscription is this?"  they said to 
him, "Caesar's." then he said to them, "then render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's; and to god the 
things that are god's." 

6. Legalism often seeks to get others to do the dirty work.  John 18:30-32  They answered and said to 
him, "if this man were not an evildoer, we would not have delivered him up to you."  Pilate therefore said 
to them, "take him yourselves, and judge him according to your law." the Jews said to him, "we are not 
permitted to put anyone to death,"  that the word of Jesus might be fulfilled, which he spoke, signifying by 
what kind of death he was about to die. 

7. Legalism tries to hide behind "laws."  Acts 16:19-21  But when her masters saw that their hope of 
profit was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the market place before the 
authorities, and when they had brought them to the chief magistrates, they said, "these men are throwing 
our city into confusion, being Jews, and are proclaiming customs which it is not lawful for us to accept or 
to observe, being Romans." 

8. Legalism just flat misses the point.  Matt 27:6-8  And the chief priests took the pieces of silver and 
said, "it is not lawful to put them into the temple treasury, since it is the price of blood."  and they 
counseled together and with the money bought the potter's field as a burial place for strangers.  For this 
reason that field has been called the field of blood to this day. 
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Matt 12:9-15; Mark 3:1-7a; Luke 6:6-11 
A Crippled Hand 

 
3. Jesus' Ministry Flowers:  Year Two  30-31 A.D. 

A. The Sermon on the Mount 
1). Lord of the Sabbath  Matt 12:1-8; Mark 2:23-28; Luke 6:1-5 
2). A Crippled Hand  Matt 12:9-15a; Mark 3:1-7a; Luke 6:6-11 (8-35MM) 

 
Luke 6:6 = Grace at Work  (Matt 12:9-10a; Mark 3:1) 
 
And it came about on another Sabbath, that He entered the synagogue and was teaching; and there was a 
man there whose right hand was withered (ZEROS = sense of "dried out" is used (a) naturally, of "dry" land, or 
of land in general; or of physical infirmity; (b) figuratively, with reference to the spiritual "barrenness" of the Jews, 
in contrast to the character of the Lord.) 
. 
Matt 12:9-10a  9 And departing from there, He went into their synagogue.  10a  And behold, there was a man 
with a withered hand.  
Mark 3:1  And He entered again into a synagogue; and a man was there with a withered hand. 
 
Withering:  It's causes and cure - lack of food, water, exercise, disease. 
1. Natural causes.  Isa 40:7-8  The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the LORD blows 

upon it; surely the people are grass.  The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God stands 
forever. 

2. Fear of the opposition.  2 Sam 22:44-46  "Thou hast also delivered me from the contentions of my 
people; Thou hast kept me as head of the nations; a people whom I have not known serve me.  
"Foreigners pretend obedience to me; as soon as they hear, they obey me.  "Foreigners lose heart, and 
come trembling out of their fortresses. 

3. The onslaught of the conflict.  Job 14:18-22  "But the falling mountain crumbles away, and the rock 
moves from its place; Water wears away stones, its torrents wash away the dust of the earth; so Thou 
dost destroy man's hope.  "Thou dost forever overpower him and he departs; Thou dost change his 
appearance and send him away.  "His sons achieve honor, but he does not know it; or they become 
insignificant, but he does not perceive it.  "But his body pains him, and he mourns only for himself." 

4. Past Sin and Evil.  Ps 37:1-3  Do not fret because of evildoers, be not envious toward wrongdoers.  For 
they will wither quickly like the grass, and fade like the green herb.  Trust in the LORD, and do good; 
dwell in the land and cultivate faithfulness. 

5. Lack of water/nourishment.  Isa 1:28-31  But transgressors and sinners will be crushed together, and 
those who forsake the LORD shall come to an end.  Surely, you will be ashamed of the oaks which you 
have desired, and you will be embarrassed at the gardens which you have chosen.  For you will be like 
an oak whose leaf fades away, or as a garden that has no water.  And the strong man will become tinder, 
His work also a spark. Thus they shall both burn together, and there will be none to quench them. 

6. Spiritual intoxication.  Isa 28:1-4  Woe to the proud crown of the drunkards of Ephraim, and to the 
fading flower of its glorious beauty, which is at the head of the fertile valley of those who are overcome 
with wine!  Behold, the Lord has a strong and mighty agent; as a storm of hail, a tempest of destruction, 
like a storm of mighty overflowing waters, He has cast it down to the earth with His hand.  The proud 
crown of the drunkards of Ephraim is trodden under foot.  And the fading flower of its glorious beauty, 
which is at the head of the fertile valley, will be like the first-ripe fig prior to summer; which one sees, and 
as soon as it is in his hand, He swallows it. 

7. God's sovereign hand.  Isa 34:4  And all the host of heaven will wear away, and the sky will be rolled up 
like a scroll; all their hosts will also wither away as a leaf withers from the vine, or as one withers from the 
fig tree. 

8. Wrongful pursuits.  Isa 64:6  For all of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous 
deeds are like a filthy garment; and all of us wither like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us 
away. 

9. Too many valid pursuits.  Exod 18:17-18  And Moses' father-in-law said to him, "The thing that you are 
doing is not good.  "You will surely wear out, both yourself and these people who are with you, for the 
task is too heavy for you; you cannot do it alone. 
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10. Lack of focus on the Lord.  Deut 32:15-16  "But Jeshurun grew fat and kicked-- you are grown fat, 
thick, and sleek-- then he forsook God who made him, and scorned the Rock of his salvation.  "They 
made Him jealous with strange gods; with abominations they provoked Him to anger. 

11. The Lord, His Word and spiritual fruit keeps man from withering.  Ps 1:1-3 (connected to the Vine:  
water, food, exercise).  How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, nor 
stand in the path of sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers!  But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and 
in His law he meditates day and night.  And he will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, which 
yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither; and in whatever he does, he prospers. 

12. One day "withering" will cease.  Ezek 47:12  "And by the river on its bank, on one side and on the 
other, will grow all kinds of trees for food. Their leaves will not wither, and their fruit will not fail. They will 
bear every month because their water flows from the sanctuary, and their fruit will be for food and their 
leaves for healing." 

13. A withered hand can be from natural causes. 
14. A withered soul comes from spiritual deprivation. 
15. The withered soul can be healed. 
 
Luke 6:7 = Legalists at Work  (Matt 12:10b; Mark 3:2) 
 
And the scribes and the Pharisees were watching Him closely (PARATEREW =  "to watch closely, observe 
narrowly"), to see if He healed on the Sabbath, in order that they might find reason to accuse Him 
(KATEGOREW =  "to speak against, accuse") 
. 
Matt 12:10b  And they questioned Him, saying, "Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?"-- in order that they might 
accuse Him. 
Mark 3:2  And they were watching Him to see if He would heal him on the Sabbath, in order that they might 
accuse Him. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus was not afraid of their questions.  Luke 14:1-4  And it came about when He went into the house 

of one of the leaders of the Pharisees on the Sabbath to eat bread, that they were watching Him closely.  
And there, in front of Him was a certain man suffering from dropsy.  And Jesus answered and spoke to 
the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, "Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath, or not?"  But they kept silent. And 
He took hold of him, and healed him, and sent him away. 

2. Legalists look for the smallest flaws in others.  Luke 20:19-20  And the scribes and the chief priests 
tried to lay hands on Him that very hour, and they feared the people; for they understood that He spoke 
this parable against them.  And they watched Him, and sent spies who pretended to be righteous, in order 
that they might catch Him in some statement, so as to deliver Him up to the rule and the authority of the 
governor.  Acts 9:23-25  And when many days had elapsed, the Jews plotted together to do away with 
him, but their plot became known to Saul. And they were also watching the gates day and night so that 
they might put him to death; but his disciples took him by night, and let him down through an opening in 
the wall, lowering him in a large basket. 

3. Religion observes ritual without reality.  Gal 4:9-11  But now that you have come to know God, or 
rather to be known by God, how is it that you turn back again to the weak and worthless elemental things, 
to which you desire to be enslaved all over again?  You observe days and months and seasons and 
years.  I fear for you, that perhaps I have labored over you in vain. 

 
Accusations: 
1. Satan is the master accuser.  Rev 12:10  And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, "Now the 

salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the 
accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, who accuses them before our God day and night. 

2. Jesus is the main focus of his accusations.  Matt 27:11-12  Now Jesus stood before the governor, 
and the governor questioned Him, saying, "Are You the King of the Jews?" And Jesus said to him, "It is 
as you say."  And while He was being accused by the chief priests and elders, He made no answer. 

3. Jesus was not looking for a battle of words, but rather an outpouring of love.  Mark 15:2-4  And 
Pilate questioned Him, "Are You the King of the Jews?" And answering He said to him, "It is as you say."  
And the chief priests began to accuse Him harshly.  And Pilate was questioning Him again, saying, "Do 
You make no answer? See how many charges they bring against You!" 

4. The Law accuses us, not Jesus.  John 5:39-47  "You search the Scriptures, because you think that in 
them you have eternal life; and it is these that bear witness of Me; and you are unwilling to come to Me, 
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that you may have life.  "I do not receive glory from men; but I know you, that you do not have the love of 
God in yourselves.  "I have come in My Father's name, and you do not receive Me; if another shall come 
in his own name, you will receive him.  "How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another, 
and you do not seek the glory that is from the one and only God?  "Do not think that I will accuse you 
before the Father; the one who accuses you is Moses, in whom you have set your hope.  "For if you 
believed Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote of Me.  "But if you do not believe his writings, how 
will you believe My words?" 

5. Our conscience accuses us.  Rom 2:14-16  For when Gentiles who do not have the Law do 
instinctively the things of the Law, these, not having the Law, are a law to themselves, in that they show 
the work of the Law written in their hearts, their conscience bearing witness, and their thoughts alternately 
accusing or else defending them, on the day when, according to my gospel, God will judge the secrets of 
men through Christ Jesus. 

 
Luke 6:8 = Jesus Knew their Legalism  (Mark 3:3) 
 
But He knew what they were thinking, and He said to the man with the withered hand, "Rise and come 
forward!" And he rose and came forward.  (going to present an object lesson) 
 
Mark 3:3  And He said to the man with the withered hand, "Rise and come forward!" 
 
Luke 6:9 = Jesus Confronted their Legalism  (Matt 12:11-12; Mark 3:4) 
 
And Jesus said to them, "I ask you, is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good, or to do harm, to save a life, or 
to destroy it?" 
 
Matt 12:11-12  11 And He said to them, "What man shall there be among you, who shall have one sheep, and if it 
falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will he not take hold of it, and lift it out?  12 "Of how much more value then is a man 
than a sheep! So then, it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath." 
Mark 3:4  And He said to them, “Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save a life or to kill?”  but 
they kept silent.   
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus places them in a position where they would have to tell that man that he could not be 

healed, because it was the Sabbath. 
2. Jesus included here a very practical question to them.   
3. They would not answer Him 
4. Legalists tend to hide behind their "laws" rather than actually discuss the validity of their position. 
5. Law has become their "lord." 
 
Luke 6:10 = Jesus Challenged their Legalism  (Matt 12:13; Mark 3:5) 
 
And after looking around at them all, He said to him, "Stretch out your hand!" (calls to faith) And he did so 
(an act of faith); and his hand was restored (APOKATHISTEMI = to stand, based on a standard, away from the 
former position; (a) "restoration" to a former condition of health (b) of the divine "restoration" of Israel and 
conditions affected by it, including the renewal of the covenant broken by them, (c) of "giving" or "bringing" a 
person back.  In the papyri it is used of financial restitution, of making good the breaking of a stone by a workman 
by his substituting another, of the reclamation of land). 
 
Matt 12:13  Then He said to the man, "Stretch out your hand!" And he stretched it out, and it was restored to 
normal, like the other. 
Mark 3:5   And after looking around at them with anger, grieved at their hardness of heart, He said to the man, 
"Stretch out your hand." And he stretched it out, and his hand was restored. 
 
Summary: 
1. The Lord was angry at them and grieved.   
2. It is like Jesus is saying, "In order to show that the Son of Man has power on earth to restore your 

withered soul, I say to you, ‘stretch out your hand.’" 
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Luke 6:11 = The Legalist's Response  (Matt 12:14-15; Mark 3:6-7a) 
 
But they themselves were filled with rage (ANOIA = 2x; 2 Tim 3:9 translated "folly" without a mind; the result of 
rage), and discussed together (DIALALEW = 2X; Luke 1:65) what they might do to Jesus. 
 
Matt 12:14-15  14 But the Pharisees went out, and counseled together against Him, as to how they might destroy 
Him.  15 But Jesus, aware of this, withdrew from there. And many followed Him, and He healed them all, 
Mark 3:6-7a  6 And the Pharisees went out and immediately began taking counsel with the Herodians against 
Him, as to how they might destroy Him. 7a And Jesus withdrew to the sea with His disciples;  (HERODIANS = 
Jews of influence and standing who were favorable toward Greek customs and Roman law in New 
Testament times. Although the Herodians should not be equated with the SADDUCEES, they sided with 
the Sadducees in their pro-Roman sympathies and opposed the PHARISEES, who were anti-Roman. The 
Herodians joined forces with the Pharisees, however, in their opposition to Jesus.) 
 
Summary: 
1. They sought to destroy Him, but Jesus didn't stop healing. 
2. They joined forces with those they normally opposed.  
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Matt 10:2-4; 12:15b-21; Mark 3:7b-19b; Luke 6:12-19 
Choosing the Twelve 

 
3. Jesus' Ministry Flowers:  Year Two  30-31 A.D. 

A. The Sermon on the Mount 
1). Lord of the Sabbath  Matt 12:1-8; Mark 2:23-28; Luke 6:1-5 
2). A Crippled Hand  Matt 12:9-15a; Mark 3:1-7a; Luke 6:6-11 (8-35MM) 
3). Choosing the Twelve  Matt 4:24-25; 10:2-4; 12:15b-21 Mark 3:7b-19b; Luke 6:12-19 

 
Mark 3:7b-8 = Christ's Following Was Dramatically Increasing  (Matt 4:24-25) 
 
and a great multitude from Galilee followed; and also from Judea, and from Jerusalem, and from Idumea, 
and beyond the Jordan, and the vicinity of Tyre and Sidon, a great multitude heard of all that He was 
doing and came to Him. 
 
Matt 4:24-25  24 And the news about Him went out into all Syria; and they brought to Him all who were ill, taken 
with various diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics, paralytics; and He healed them.  25 And great multitudes 
followed Him from Galilee and Decapolis and Jerusalem and Judea and from beyond the Jordan. 
 
Luke 6:12 = Jesus Gets Alone to Pray  (Matt 12:15-21; Mark 3:13) 
 
And it was at this time that He went off to the mountain to pray, and He spent the whole night in prayer to 
God. 
 
Matt 12:15-21  15 But Jesus, aware of this (counsel to kill Him), withdrew from there. And many followed Him, 
and He healed them all, 16 and warned them not to make Him known (go telling everyone about healing; 
people coming for the wrong reason), 17 in order that what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet, might be 
fulfilled, saying, 18 "Behold, My Servant whom I have chosen; My Beloved in whom My soul is well-pleased; I will 
put My Spirit upon Him, and He shall proclaim justice to the Gentiles.  19 "He will not quarrel, nor cry out; nor will 
anyone hear His voice in the streets.  20 "A battered reed He will not break off, and a smoldering wick He will not 
put out, until He leads justice to victory.  21 "And in His name the Gentiles will hope." 
Mark 3:13  And He went up to the mountain and summoned those whom He Himself wanted, and they came to 
Him. 
 
Comment:  Jesus needed some time to rest and pray.   
 
Luke 6:13 = Jesus Picks Twelve  (Matt 10:2-4; Mark 3:14-19) 
 
And when day came, He called His disciples to Him; and chose twelve of them, whom He also named as 
apostles: 
 
Matt 10:2-4  2  Now the names of the twelve apostles are these: the first, Simon, who is called (1) Peter, and (2) 
Andrew his brother; and (3) James the son of Zebedee, and (4) John his brother; 3  (5) Philip and (6) 
Bartholomew; (7) Thomas and (8) Matthew the tax-gatherer; (9) James the son of Alphaeus, and (10) Thaddaeus; 
4  (11) Simon the Zealot, and (12) Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed Him. 
Mark 3:14-19  14 And He appointed twelve, that they might be with Him, and that He might send them out to 
preach, 15 and to have authority to cast out the demons. 16  And He appointed the twelve: Simon (to whom He 
gave the name (1) Peter), 17  and (2) James, the son of Zebedee, and (3) John the brother of James (to them He 
gave the name Boanerges, which means, "Sons of Thunder"); 18  and (4) Andrew, and (5) Philip, and (6) 
Bartholomew, and (7) Matthew, and (8) Thomas, and (9) James the son of Alphaeus, and (10) Thaddaeus, and 
(11) Simon the Zealot;  19  and (12) Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed Him. 
 
Comment:  Jesus called them to the office of apostle so that they might preach and have authority over 

demons.   
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Luke 6:14 = The First Six 
 
Simon, whom He also named (1) Peter, and (2) Andrew his brother; and (3) James and (4) John; and (5) 
Philip and (6) Bartholomew; 
 
Luke 6:15 = The Next Four 
 
and (7) Matthew and (8) Thomas; (9) James the son of Alphaeus, and (10) Simon who was called the 
Zealot; 
 
Luke 6:16 = The Last Two 
 
(11) Judas the son of James, and (12) Judas Iscariot, who became (GINOMAI) a traitor.  
 
Luke 6:17 = The Twelve Join Him–The Mixed Crowd 
 
And He descended with them (the 12 apostles), and stood on a level place; and there was a great multitude 
of His disciples, and a great throng of people from all Judea and Jerusalem and the coastal region of Tyre 
and Sidon, 
 
Luke 6:18 = Reasons the Crowd Came  (Mark 3:11-12) 
 
who had come to (1) hear Him, and to be (2) healed of their diseases; and those who were troubled with 
unclean spirits were (3) being cured. 
 
Mark 3:11-12  11 And whenever the unclean spirits beheld Him, they would fall down before Him and cry out, 
saying, "You are the Son of God!"  12 And He earnestly warned them not to make Him known. 
 
Luke 6:19 = The Crowd's Desire  (Mark 3:9-10) 
 
And all the multitude were trying to touch Him, for power was coming from Him and healing them all. 
 
Mark 3:9-10  9 And He told His disciples that a boat should stand ready for Him because of the multitude, in order 
that they might not crowd Him; 10 for He had healed many, with the result that all those who had afflictions 
pressed about Him in order to touch Him. 
 
Comment:  He first gives "The Twelve" a simple assignment.   
 
The Third Team: 
Judas Iscariot:  From Virtue To Vanity 
James The Less:  From Anonymity To Acknowledgement 
Simon The Zealot:  From Activist To Ambassador 
Thaddeus:  From Analyst To Apologist 
 
The Second Team: 
Philip:  From Realist To Reality 
Nathanael:  From Bigot To Brother 
Thomas:  From Doubts To Devotion 
Matthew:  From Means To Meaning 
 
The First Team: 
Andrew:  From Shadows To Showpiece 
James:  From Ambition To Altruism 
John:  From Elitist To Evangelist 
Peter:  From Sand To Stone 
Paul:  From Religion To Relationship 
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Judas Iscariot–From Virtue to Vanity: 
1. Judas did not start off as a traitor.  Luke 6:16 
2. He was trusted by the other disciples. 

A. He was keeper of the money box.  John 13:29 
B. He was the one who distributed money to the poor. John 13:29 
C. No one looked to him when the Lord said that one will betray Him. 

3. The Lord knew all along that it would be Judas. John 6:71; 13:11,26 
4. The Lord in fact warned Judas about betraying Him.  Luke 22:22 
5. Judas overtly conformed to the standards of virtue.  2 Cor 11:15   
6. It appears that Judas only followed the Lord for what he could get from Him, one way or another.  

John 12:6; Matt 26:25 
7. Money was a motivating factor in Judas' decision.  Matt 26:14-16; John 12:4-6 cf I Tim 6:10 
8. Satan seized upon Judas' weakness and instigated the idea.  John 13:2   
9. Judas opened himself to Satanic possession.  Luke 22:3 
10. Judas, knowing where the Lord would be, led the Romans to Him and betrayed Him with a kiss.  

John 18:2; Matt 26:47-50   
11. The guilt of realizing that he had betrayed an innocent man led Judas to commit suicide.  Matt 

27:3-10 
12. Judas' strength was being readily trusted by others which he could have used for good. 
13. His major test was to trust the Lord. 
14. His major weakness was money. 
15. Any of the other disciples could have been the betrayer, but Judas was the one who made the 

decision. 
 
James The Less–From Anonymity to Acknowledgement: 
1. All we know of this man is found in the lists of the other disciples.  Matt 10:4; Mark 3:19; Luke 

6:16; Acts 1:13 
2. He is called the son of Alpheus, as is Matthew.  Mark 2:14 
3. He is identified by the Greek word "MIKROS" which means small in stature, young, or small in 

station. 
4. His strength is being a "low profile" type of individual. 
5. His test was to realize this strength.  Matt 23:11 
6. His weakness was probably in not liking anonymity. Matt 16:15 
7. Yet, he learned to "rejoice, because his name was written in heaven."  Luke 10:20 
8. At the age of 94, he was beaten and stoned by the Jews and had his brains knocked out with a 

club. 
 
Simon The Zealot–From Activist to Ambassador: 
1. This man is also mentioned only in the lists of apostles. 
2. He is called "Simon the Canaanean" and "Simon the Zealot." 
3. The Zealots were a political party who wanted freedom from Rome. 
4. These men were known for their loyalty to Israel and were willing to give their lives to gain their 

independence. 
5. There last stand was at Masada. 
6. They had daring and enthusiasm. 
7. This man was a great risk to Jesus. 

A. They could have used him as an excuse to get to Jesus. 
B. They could have gotten Rome involved earlier. 
C. Satan did not want Rome to get Jesus. 

8. His strength was in his boldness and resolve. 
9. His test was one of perspective.  John 8:31-32 
10. His weakness was his short-sightedness. 2 Pet 1:9 
11. He and Matthew would obviously not get along. 
12. But the Lord thought him worth the risk. 
13. This man took the gospel first into Africa and then into Britain where he was crucified in 74 A.D. 
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Thaddeus–From Analyst to Apologist: 
1. Thaddeus was also known as Judas, son of James. Luke 6:16; Acts 1:13 
2. Only one time outside of the lists of disciples do we get an insight into his character.  John 14:22 
3. Jesus' statement had confused Thaddeus. 
4. His strength was that he analyzed statements. 
5. His test was to have patience enough to learn from experience the answers to certain questions. 
6. His weakness was therefore his lack of experience.   2 Pet 3:18 
7. To have a certain name was not a sign of certain failure. 
8. He too was crucified at Edessa (capitol of Macedonia) in 72 A.D. 
 
Philip–From Realist to Reality: 
1. Philip was the practical apostle. 
2. He was the accountant type and was placed in charge of physical inventories.  John 6:5,7 
3. He wanted to "see" evidence for himself.  John 14:8 
4. Philip responded to a simple "Follow Me" from Jesus. 
5. Then he went and told Nathanael about Jesus, offering the evidence and inviting Nathanael to 

"come and see."  John 1:43-46   
6. Philip was an approachable person who was enough of a realist to ask for advice when he didn't 

know what to do.  John 12:21-22 
7. His strength was in his practicality. 
8. His test was to recognize that Jesus is the Reality.  John 14:9 
9. His weakness was in not realizing the power of God.   2 Tim 3:5 
10. Philip labored in Upper Asia.  He was scourged, thrown into prison and then crucified at 

Heliopolis (in Egypt) in 54 A.D. 
 
Nathanael–From Bigot to Brother: 
1. His full name is Nathanael Bartholomew (son of Tolmei). 
2. Philip invited him to come and "check out" this man Jesus. 
3. Nathanael was a student of the Word and a visionary.  He was more of a philosopher.   
4. Yet, he was a prejudiced individual.  John 1:46 
5. When Jesus spoke to him, his response was almost immediate.  John 1:49 
6. He was the type of person who needed very little evidence. 
7. He was also totally honest.  John 1:47  
8. Nathanael's strengths were virtue and honesty.  John 1:47 cf Prov 29:18 
9. His test was to take an honest look at himself.  2 Cor 13:5 
10. His weakness was prejudice.  John 1:46 cf Col 3:11   
11. Nathanael preached in several countries and translated the Gospel of Matthew into the language 

of India.  He then spread the gospel through India where he was eventually beaten nearly to death 
and then crucified at the hands of local idolaters. 

 
Thomas–From Doubts to Devotion: 
1. Thomas was one of a set of twins.  John 11:16; 20:24 
2. When the Lord told the disciples that He was going back into hostile territory, Thomas was ready 

to go and die with Him.  John 11:16 
3. Thomas was a little slow in understanding and realizing the greatness of this carpenter's son. John 

14:5 
4. Thomas was not the type to readily accept the words of a group.  John 20:25 
5. But Thomas did readily "eat his words" when confronted with the facts.  John 20:28 
6. Thomas' strength was in his physical loyalty to the Lord.  Rom 12:1 
7. His test was to trust the Lord in spite of his doubts.  2 Cor 1:9 
8. His weakness was his doubting nature.   Matt 18:2; John 20:28 
9. Thomas preached the gospel in Parthia (part of Persian empire located at SE corner of Caspian 

Sea) and India where he incurred the rage of the pagan priests and was killed with a spear. 
 
Matthew–From Means to Meaning: 
1. Matthew is also known as Levi, the son of Alpheus and probably brother of James the Less. Mark 2:14 
2. He was a tax collector who responded to Jesus' invitation to "Follow Him."  Matt 9:9; 10:3 
3. Tradition holds that he was from Nazareth. 
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4. He was hated by the Jews and considered a traitor to Israel being regarded in the same light as a 
prostitute and thus an outcast. 

5. The only friends he had were other tax collectors. 
6. Matthew had a "going away party" with other tax collectors and invited Jesus to be the guest.    

Mark 2:15-17 
7. Matthew's strength was in details.  1 Cor 14:40 
8. His test was to seek the Real Treasure.  Matt 6:33-34 
9. His weakness was money and was willing to endure insults and ostracism to get it. 
10. He probably felt and was made to feel like he was the biggest sinner in the group. 
11. Matthew traveled to Parthia and Ethiopia where he was killed in 60 A.D. in the city of Nadabah with 

a halberd (combination spear and battle-axe). 
 
Andrew–From Shadows to Showpiece: 
1. Andrew was the brother of Simon Peter and was a fisherman. 
2. He responded to Jesus' invitation to become a "fisher of men."  Matt 4:19  
3. Andrew was part of the inner circle of four disciples.  Mark 13:3 
4. He is frequently seen bringing someone to the Lord. 

A. His brother Peter.  John 1:41 
B. The lad with the loaves and fishes.  John 6:8 
C. The Greeks who wanted to see Jesus.  John 12:22 

5. Andrew constantly lived in the shadow of his brother, Peter. 
6. He was a hospitable person and very comfortable about talking to people.  Mark 1:29; John 1:40 
7. His strength was in his friendliness.  John 1:40; 1 Pet 4:9 
8. His test was to function in the shadow of his brother. 
9. His weakness was probably envy of his brother. 
10. He preached the gospel to many Asiatic nations.  When he arrived in Edessa (Macedonia) he was 

taken and crucified on a cross with the two ends fixed transversely in the ground. 
 
James–From Ambition to Altruism: 
1. James was the son of Zebedee and the brother of John. Matt 10:2 
2. He and his brother were partners with Peter and Andrew.  Luke 5:10 
3. They left their business and their father to follow the Lord.   Matt 4:22 
4. He was another part of Jesus' inner circle: 

A. A witness to the Transfiguration.  Matt 17:1 
B. A witness to the raising of the synagogue official's daughter.  Mark 5:35-43 
C. One of four who heard the Olivet Discourse.  Mark 13:3 
D. Accompanied Jesus to Gethsemane.  Mark 14:33 
E. A witness to two miraculous catches of fish. Luke 5:10; John 21 

5. They once asked Jesus if He wanted them to "call down fire out of heaven" to destroy a Samaritan 
village who did not receive them.  Luke 9:54 

6. He and his brother John were called the "sons of thunder."  Mark 3:17 
7. He and his brother asked Jesus for a privileged position.  Mark 10:35-40 
8. They were so ambitious that they were willing to endure the anger from the other ten.  Mark 10:41 
9. James' strength was in his aspiration to great heights. 
10. His test was to let God promote.  1 Pet 5:6 
11. His weakness was in his selfishness.  Mark 10:35-40 
12. The writer Clemens Alexandrinus recorded his martyrdom: "that, as James was led to the place of 

martyrdom, his accuser was brought to repent of his conduct by the apostle's extraordinary 
courage and undauntedness, and fell down at his feet to request his pardon, professing himself a 
Christian, and resolving that James should not receive the crown of martyrdom alone."  Hence 
they were both beheaded at the same time.  Acts 12:2 

 
John–From Elitist to Evangelist: 
1. John and his brother James were very close and most of the times that we see them in scripture, 

they are together, doing the same thing and thinking the same way. 
2. We do, however, see two instances where James is not a part of John's action and thus we get 

some additional insight into John's character. 
3. Once, John confronted some who were casting out demons in the name of Jesus and he tried to 

stop them because they were not part of THE GROUP.  Mark 9:38; Luke 9:49 



 19

4. John added elitism to ambition. 
5. John and Peter were responsible for the preparation of the Last Supper.  Luke 22:8 
6. Thus, John got the position of honor next to the Lord. 
7. And John with Peter were responsible for not providing a servant. 
8. John strength was in his boldness.  John 18:15-16 
9. John's test was acceptance of other members of the Lord's family.  Rom 15:7 
10. His weakness was his elitism apart from service. Matt 23:11 
11. When he calls himself "the disciple whom Jesus loved," he is referring to the grace he received in 

spite of his attitude.  John 13:1,23; 20:2 
12. John and Peter alone witnessed Jesus' trial before Caiaphas.  John 18:15-16 
13. John was the only disciple to witness the cross.  John 19:25-26 
14. John was thrown into prison, faced numerous dangers, and was exiled on the Isle of Patmos.  He 

died a natural death. 
 
Peter–From Sand to Stone: 
1. Peter is mentioned more than any other apostle. (156X by name) 
2. Peter was the recognized leader of the group, and many times was the chief spokesman.  Matt 

15:15; Luke 12:41; Matt 17:24 
3. Peter was an "open book." 

A. When he disagreed with even the Lord, he spoke his mind.  Luke 5:1-10; Matt 26:35; Mark 
14:31 

B. He sought to give answers to questions that he did not have the answers to.  Luke 8:45 
C. He rebuked the Lord when the Lord explained to him the Plan.  Matt 16:22; Mark 8:32 

4. He did not fall away when the Lord rebuked him. 
A. Matt 16:23 & Mark 8:33; John 18:11 

5. Peter was impulsive: 
A. He asked to walk on the water with Jesus. Matt 14:28 
B. He got out of the boat.  Matt 14:29 
C. He offered to build three tabernacles after witnessing The Transfiguration  Matt 17:4 & 

Mark 9:5 & Luke 9:33 
D. He cut off Malchus' right ear.  John 18:10 
E. He refused to have his feet washed by the Lord and then wanted a bath.  John 13:6-9 
F. He witnessed Jesus' trial before Annas.  John 18:16 
G. He went for an impulsive swim.  John 21:4-11 

6. Peter was inquisitive: 
A. Asked "how often do we have to forgive?"  Matt 18:21 
B. Asked "what do we get for our sacrifice?" Matt 19:27 
C. Wanted to know who was going to betray him.  John 13:24 

7. Peter was emotional. 
8. Peter professed Jesus as the Messiah. Matt 16:16 & Mark 8:29 & Luek 9:20; John 6:68-69 
9. The Lord gave Simon the name "Peter."  Matt 16:18 
10. Peter was a braggart.  Matt 26:33 & Mark 14:29 & Luke 22:23 & John 13:37 
11. Peter was observant.  Mark 11:21 
12. Peter "fell asleep" spiritually for a time.  Matt 26:40 & Mark 14:37 
13. Peter failed miserably in the area he bragged the most vehemently.  Matt 26:69-73 & Mark 14:66-72 

& Luke 22:55-62 
14. Peter failed to provide a servant for the Last Supper.  Luke 22:8 
15. Peter was so guilt-laden from his failure that he decided to start fishing again.  John 21:3 
16. But Peter did love the Lord and the Lord loved him.   John 21:15-17 
17. Peter's strength was in his leadership.  Heb 5:12 
18. His test was of humility.  Matt 26:69-73; 1 Pet 5:5 
19. His weakness was brash arrogance.  1 Pet 5:6 
20. Peter was crucified in Rome around 64 A.D. being placed upside-down on his cross after watching 

his wife crucified. 
 
Paul: The One Grafted In–From Religion to Relationship 
1. This man is the replacement that the Lord selected for Judas. Gal 1:1 
2. We first see him outside Jerusalem at the time of the stoning of Stephen.  Acts 7:58 
3. Saul was in hearty agreement with the Jewish action. Acts 8:1 
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4. Saul in fact was a leader of the persecution of Christians.  Acts 8:3 
5. He hated Christians.  Acts 9:1 
6. Saul had confidence in the flesh.  Php 3:4-6 
7. His strength was his intelligence and zeal. 2 Pet 3:18 
8. Paul's test was the way he directed it.  Eph 6:12 
9. His weakness was his intellectual arrogance.  2 Cor 12:7 
10. Paul was beheaded under the persecution of Nero. 
 
 
Conclusions: 
1. Unite in spite of our differences. 
2. Submit our weaknesses to the Lord. 
3. Employ our strengths in service to the Body.  
4. Fight the temptations of sin. 
5. Unselfishly use the resources entrusted to you. 
6. Love God and One Another. 
 
Strengths of the Body (Needs): 
1. Behind the scenes people.  Php 2:25f (James the Less) 
2. Zealots.  Tit 2:14 (Simon) 
3. Analysts.  2 Tim 2:15 (Thaddeus) 
4. Pragmatists.  Rom 8:28 (Philip) 
5. Visionaries.  Prov 29:18 (Nathanael) 
6. Loyalists.  Rom 12:1 (Thomas) 
7. Detail people.  1 Cor 14:40 (Matthew) 
8. Friendly people.  1 Pet 4:9 (Andrew) 
9. Aspiration.  Php 3:14 (James) 
10. Boldness.  Eph 6:19; Php 1:20 (John) 
11. Leaders.  Heb 5:12 (Peter) 
12. Intelligence.  2 Pet 3:18 (Paul) 
 
Weaknesses of the Body (Doesn't Need): 
1. Not accepting anonymity. 1 Cor 12:24; Matt 16:25 (James/Less) 
2. Short-sightedness.  2 Pet 1:9 (Simon) 
3. Lack of experience.  2 Pet 3:18 (Thaddeus) 
4. Not realizing the power of God. 2 Tim 3:5 (Philip) 
5. Prejudice.  Col 3:11 (Nathanael) 
6. Doubts. Jas 1:5-7 (Thomas) 
7. Love of money.  1 Tim 6:10 (Matthew) 
8. Envy.  Gal 5:26; Tt 3:3 (Andrew) 
9. Selfishness.  2 Cor 9:5; Gal 6:2  (James) 
10. Elitism.  Rom 12:16 (John) 
11. Arrogance.  1 Pet 5:6 (Peter) 
12. Intellectual arrogance.  John 9:34; 1 Cor 13:2 (Paul) 
 
Tests of the Body: 
1. To not seek first place.  Matt 23:11 (James the Less) 
2. Perspective.  1 Cor 10:31; Gal 5:1; Col 3:17 (Simon) 
3. Patience.  1 Cor 13:4 (Thaddeus) 
4. Focus on The Reality.  2 Cor 12:9 (Philip) 
5. Look at flaws in self.  2 Cor 13:5; Jas 1:23-25 (Nathanael) 
6. Trust the Lord.  2 Cor 1:9 (Thomas) 
7. Seek the Real Treasure.  Matt 6:33-34 (Matthew) 
8. Get eyes off men.  Heb 12:2 (Andrew) 
9. Let God promote.  1 Pet 5:6 (James) 
10. Accept one another.  Rom 15:7 (John) 
11. Humility.  Eph 4:2; Php 2:3; 1 Pet 5:5 (Peter) 
12. Direction of zeal. 1 Cor 9:24-27; Eph 6:12 (Paul) 
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Luke 6:20-26; Matt 5:1-12 
Teaching on the Mountain 

 
3. Jesus' Ministry Flowers:  Year Two  30-31 A.D. 

A. The Sermon on the Mount 
1). Lord of the Sabbath  Matt 12:1-8; Mark 2:23-28; Luke 6:1-5 
2). A Crippled Hand  Matt 12:9-15a; Mark 3:1-7a; Luke 6:6-11 (8-35MM) 
3). Choosing the Twelve  Matt 4:24-25; 10:2-4; 12:15b-21 Mark 3:7b-19b; Luke 6:12-19 
4). Teaching on the Mountain  Matt 5:1-12; Luke 6:20-26 

 
Circumstances, Choices and Consequences 
The Potential for Happiness 
The Importance of Having a Grace Attitude about your Circumstances 
Do You View Them as a Blessing? 
Attitude Gained, Promise Obtained 
 
Luke 6:20 = Blessings upon the Poor  (Matt 5:1-3) 
 
And turning His gaze on His disciples, He began to say, (1) "Blessed (adj. MAKARIOS = 50x; blessed, 
happy; MAKARIDZW = 2x; Luke 1:48; James 5:11; from root meaning large or lengthy; MAKARISMOS = 3x; Rom 
4:6, 9; Gal 4:15; ascription of makarios to, rather than a state of being) are you who are poor (PTWCHOS = 
lacking adequate or necessary provisions), for yours is (PAI EIMI) the kingdom of God (emphasizes the king's 
person). 
 
Matt 5:1-3  1 And when He saw the multitudes, He went up on the mountain; and after He sat down, His disciples 
came to Him.  2 And opening His mouth He began to teach them, saying,  3 (2) "Blessed are the poor in (the) 
spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven (emphasizes the king's place). 
 
Summary: 
1. Blessed means receiving good and thus having the basis for great and enduring (from MAK- root 

meaning large, lengthy) happiness and contentment. 
2. You may or may not be happy as a result of your circumstances.  It depends on how you view 

them.  Jesus says that all these things are "blessings" and are thus good. 
3. Do you believe him? 

A. 1 Thes 5:18 = Give thanks in all things… 
B. James 1:2  = Consider it all joy… 

4. A blessing and a promise. 
5. Preaching the gospel to the poor was a Messianic prophecy.  Luke 4:18 
6. It was usually the physically poor that were in view who the spiritually rich were to treat with 

dignity and respect.  Jas 2:1-6 
7. One is usually blind to Spiritual poverty.  Rev 3:17 

A. Circumstances:  poverty = realizing the need for physical provision. 
B. Choice:  blessed by God, matter of faith. 
C. Consequences:  live in kingdom of God (rule by the King's person-eyes not on the overt, 

but relying on God) 
D. Circumstances:  poor in the spirit = realizing the need for spiritual provision 
E. Choice:  blessed. 
F. Consequences:  live in kingdom of heaven (have a higher calling-eyes not on the overt, 

but relying on God) 
 
Luke 6:21 = Blessings on the Hungry  (Matt 5:4-6) 
 
(3) "Blessed are you who hunger (PAPTC PEINAW = physical or spiritual lack of food) now, for you shall be 
satisfied (FPI CHORTADZW = filled; used mostly to describe the results of Jesus' feeding of the multitudes). (4) 
Blessed are you who weep (PAPTC KLAIW = a loud expression of grief, especially for the dead) now, for you 
shall laugh (FAI GELAW = 2x; v25; loud laughter). 
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Matt 5:4-6  4 (5) "Blessed are those who mourn (PAPTC PENTHEW = mourn, especially for the dead; klaio 
looks at the tears, pentheo looks at the soul), for they shall be comforted (FPI PARAKALEW = called 
alongside).  5 (6) "Blessed are the gentle (PRAUS = 4x; denotes "meekness." In its use in Scripture, it 
consists not in a person's "outward behavior only; nor yet in his relations to his fellow-men; as little in his 
mere natural disposition. Rather it is an inwrought grace of the soul; and the exercises of it are first and 
chiefly towards God. It is that temper of spirit in which we accept His dealings with us as good, and 
therefore without disputing or resisting), for they shall inherit (FAI KL8RONOMEW = inherit) the earth.  6 (7) 
"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied (FPI CHORTADZW = 
filled). 
 
(3)  Blessed are you who hunger now, for you shall be satisfied: Luke 6:21a: 
1. Circumstances:  can be physical or spiritual hunger. 
2. Choice:  blessed. 
3. Consequence:  needs will be fulfilled. 
 
(4)  Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh:  Luke 6:21b: 
1. Can be weeping for the dead, for failure (Peter Matt 26:75), over sins (Luke 7:38; Jas 4:9), over the 

enemies of Christ (Php 3:18), over the loss of economic prosperity (Rev 18) 
2. Our RX to those who weep = Rom 12:15 

A. Circumstances:  a cause for loud weeping. 
B. Choice:  blessed. 
C. Consequence:  loud laughter. 

  
(5)  Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted:  Matt 5:4 
1. this can refer to mourning for the dead, or over personal sin (Jas 4:9), or even the sins of others (1 

Cor 5:2), or economic loss (Rev 18). 
2. they will be called alongside God through others. 
3. Heb 10:24-25 

A. Circumstance:  cause for mourning. 
B. Choice:  blessed 
C. Consequence:  comfort. 

 
(6)  Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth:  Matt 5:5 
1. Circumstance:  gentleness 
2. Choice:  blessed 
3. Consequence:  future blessing on earth 
 
Gentleness: 
1. Jesus is the definition of gentleness.  Matt 11:29-30  "Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for 

I am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall find rest for your souls.  "For My yoke is easy, and My load 
is light."  Matt 21:5  "Say to the daughter of Zion, 'Behold your King is coming to you, gentle, and 
mounted on a donkey, even on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.'"  2 Cor 10:1  Now I, Paul, myself 
urge you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ-- I who am meek when face to face with you, but bold 
toward you when absent!   

2. Gentleness is needed for deliverance of the Believer in time.  James 1:21  Therefore putting aside all 
filthiness and {all} that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to 
save your souls.   

3. Gentleness is to become a quality of women.  1 Pet 3:4  but {let it be} the hidden person of the heart, 
with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God.   

4. Gentleness is become a part of every Believer's life.  Col 3:12  And so, as those who have been 
chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and 
patience; Titus 3:2  to malign no one, to be uncontentious, gentle, showing every consideration for all 
men.   

5. Gentleness is a fruit of the Spirit.  Gal 5:23 
6. Gentleness is to be used first when correcting false doctrine.  2 Tim 2:25  with gentleness correcting 

those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the 
truth,  
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7. Gentleness is to be first approach in the restoration of a fallen Believer.  Gal 6:1  Brethren, even if a 
man is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; {each 
one} looking to yourself, lest you too be tempted.   

8. Gentleness may need to surrender for a time to harshness.  1 Cor 4:21  What do you desire? Shall I 
come to you with a rod or with love and a spirit of gentleness?   

9. Gentleness is needed for unity in the Body.  Eph 4:2  with all humility and gentleness, with patience, 
showing forbearance to one another in love,  

10. Gentleness is part of wisdom.  James 3:13  Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show 
by his good behavior his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom.  

11. Gentleness is part of being conformed to the image of Jesus Christ.  1 Pet 3:15  but sanctify Christ 
as Lord in your hearts, always {being} ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an 
account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;  

 
(7)  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied:  Matt 5:6 
1. Slightly different than #3. 
2. This one is clearly spiritual. 
3. Circumstances:  realize a lack of righteousness. 
4. Choice:  blessed (see the need for grace) 
5. Consequences:  God will fill your plate and cup. 
 
Luke 6:22 = Blessings upon the Persecuted  (Matt 5:7-12) 
 
(8) "Blessed are you when men hate (AAS MISEW) you, and ostracize (AAS APHORIDZW = separate) you, 
and cast insults (AAS ONEIDIDZW = revile, verbally abuse) at you, and spurn (AAS EKBALLW  ) your name 
as evil (PON8ROS), for the sake of the Son of Man.  V23  "Be glad (Aor Pass Imp CHAIRW = recognize 
grace) in that day, and leap for joy (AIIMP SKIPTAW = 3x; Luke 1:41,44 of John leaping in his mother's womb), 
for behold, your reward is great in heaven; for in the same way their fathers used to treat the prophets. 
 
Matt 5:11  "Blessed are you when men cast insults at you, and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against 
you falsely, on account of Me.  
Matt 5:12  "Rejoice (PAIMP CHAIRW), and be glad (PMIMP AGALLIAW), for your reward in heaven is great, for 
so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
Matt 5:7  (9) "Blessed are the merciful (ELE8MONES = one who shows mercy), for they shall receive mercy 
(FPI ELEEW = to have compassion on) 
Matt 5:8  (10) "Blessed are the pure (KATHAROS = ceremonially and ethically clean; free from 
contaminants; right attitudes-unselfish, humble, sacrificial) in heart, for they shall see God (FMI HORAW = 
take a long look at). 
Matt 5:9  (11) "Blessed are the peacemakers (EIR8NOPOIOS = 1x; who do peace), for they shall be called sons 
of God. 
Matt 5:10  (12) "Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 
 
(8)  "Blessed are you when men hate you, and ostracize you, and cast insults at you, and spurn your 
name as evil, for the sake of the Son of Man:  Luke 6:22 
1. This is a full-blown hatred and criticism of Jesus Christ directed at you. 
2. If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God 

rests upon you.  1 Pet 4:14 
3. Circumstances:  under attack for the cause of Christ, treated like the great saints of old. 
4. Choice:  blessed-express your joy.  Acts 5:41 
5. Consequences:  eternal reward. 
 
(9)  "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy:  Matt 5:7 
1. Jesus Christ is the pattern for being merciful.  Heb 2:17  Therefore, He had to be made like His 

brethren in all things, that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, 
to make propitiation for the sins of the people.  

2. Wages give you what you deserve. 
3. Grace gives you what you don't deserve. 
4. Mercy doesn't give you what you do deserve. 
5. Circumstances:  opportunity to show mercy 
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6. Choice:  blessed 
7. Consequences:  receive back what you have given. 
 
Mercy: 
1. The spiritual gift of mercy is to be displayed with cheerfulness as a display of this principle.  Rom 

12:8 or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he 
who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.   

2. Appreciation of the mercy we have received leads us to not lose heart in ministry.  2 Cor 4:1  
Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we received mercy, we do not lose heart,   

3. Mercy is shown to the ignorant out of God's patience.  1 Tim 1:12-16  I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, 
who has strengthened me, because He considered me faithful, putting me into service; even though I was 
formerly a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent aggressor. And yet I was shown mercy, because I 
acted ignorantly in unbelief; and the grace of our Lord was more than abundant, with the faith and love 
which are found in Christ Jesus.  It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all.  And yet for this reason I found 
mercy, in order that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience, as an 
example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life. 

4. Gentiles especially should appreciate God's mercy.  1 Pet 2:9-10  But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of 
Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; for you once were not a people, but now 
you are the people of God; you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

  
(10)   "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God:  Matt 5:8 
1. Those on the mountain who heard this message and became pure in heart, would one day realize 

that Jesus Christ was God in the flesh-whom they had just seen.  John 14 
2. Circumstances:  temptation. 
3. Choice:  blessed 
4. Consequences:  see God 
5. We see God now in others and in what He has made. 
 
Cleanliness (Pure of Heart): 
1. Cleanliness is from the inside-out.  Matt 23:26  "You blind Pharisee, first clean the inside of the cup 

and of the dish, so that the outside of it may become clean also. 
2. Cleanliness comes from the word of the Lord.  John 15:3  "You are already clean because of the 

word which I have spoken to you.  Luke 11:41 "But give that which is within as charity, and then all things 
are clean for you.  

3. Cleanliness of heart should be the goal of every communicator. 1 Tim 1:5 
4. But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.   
5. Cleanliness of conscience should also be an objective.  1 Tim 3:9  {but} holding to the mystery of the 

faith with a clear conscience.  
6. Our Christian life needs association with others who call on the Lord from a pure heart.  2 Tim 

2:22  Now flee from youthful lusts, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, with those who call 
on the Lord from a pure heart. 

7. Real obedience to the truth purifies souls so that a real love for one another can exist.  1 Pet 1:22-
23  Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, 
fervently love one another from the heart, for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable 
but imperishable, that is, through the living and abiding word of God. 

8. We will not see Him physically until we get our new bodies at His appearing.  I Jn 3:2  Beloved, now 
we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He 
appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is. 

9. One of these days, every eye will see Him.  Rev 1:7  Behold, He is coming with the clouds, and every 
eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. Even 
so. Amen.   

 
(11)  "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God:  Matt 5:9 
1. In view are the people who seek to spread peace. 
2. Peace may refer to any number of things, but the basic proposition is the absence of hostility or 

conflict. 
3. Circumstances:  Hostility going on. 
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4. Choice:  Blessed 
5. Consequences:  Recognition of you and your God. 
 
Peace: 
1. Personal Peace with God begins with faith in Jesus Christ.  Rom 5:1  Therefore having been justified 

by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,  
2. Jesus Christ is The Peacemaker.  Eph 2:15  by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, {which is} the Law of 

commandments {contained} in ordinances, that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, 
{thus} establishing peace,  

3. So, true peace comes from Jesus Christ.  John 14:27  "Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to 
you; not as the world gives, do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.  

4. True peace has its foundation and function in the Holy Spirit.  Rom 8:6-8  For the mind set on the 
flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace, because the mind set on the flesh is hostile 
toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so; and those who 
are in the flesh cannot please God. 

5. Peace is the Lord's desire for His Church.  Rev 1:4  John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 
Grace to you and peace, from Him who is and who was and who is to come; and from the seven Spirits 
who are before His throne;    

6. The Peacemakers battle the world.  John 16:33  "These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you 
may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world."    

7. Peace with God is the bond which is to unite the Body of Christ.  Eph 4:3  being diligent to preserve 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

8. Peace is to be a Christian's pursuit.  2 Tim 2:22  Now flee from youthful lusts, and pursue 
righteousness, faith, love {and} peace, with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart.  

9. We are to pass on the Lord's work of peace.  Heb 12:14  Pursue peace with all men, and the 
sanctification without which no one will see the Lord.    

 
(12)  "Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven:  Matt 5:10 
1. Similar to #8.  In view are those who are persecuted for doing right. 
2. Persecution refers to pursuit. 
3. Circumstances:  pressure applied for doing right. 
4. Choice:  blessed 
5. Consequences:  touch the cost of the kingdom of heaven. 
 
 (1)  Luke 6:20 Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God (emphasizes the king's 

person). 
(2)  Matt 5:3 Blessed are the poor in (the) spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven (emphasizes the 

king's place). 
(3)  Luke 6:21a   Blessed are you who hunger now, for you shall be satisfied.  
(4)  Luke 6:21b    Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh. 
(5)  Matt 5:4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted  
(6)  Matt 5:5 Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth. 
(7)  Matt 5:6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
(8)  Luke 6:22 Blessed are you when men hate you, and ostracize you, and cast insults at you, and 

spurn your name as evil, for the sake of the Son of Man. 
 (9) Matt 5:7 Blessed are the merciful , for they shall receive mercy  
 (10)  Matt 5:8   Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.  
 (11)  Matt 5:9   Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
 (12)  Matt 5:10   Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is 

the kingdom of heaven. 
 
Luke 6:23 = Wait Joyously for your Reward  (Matt 5:12) 
 
"Be glad (Aor Pass Imp CHAIRW) in that day, and leap for joy (AIIMP SKIPTAW = ), for behold, your reward 
is great in heaven; for in the same way their fathers used to treat the prophets. 
 
Matt 5:12  "Rejoice (PAIMP CHAIRW), and be glad (PMIMP AGALLIAW), for your reward in heaven is great, for 
so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
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Comment:  Notice that all these blessings come because you are becoming more like Jesus Christ. 
 
Luke 6:24 = Woe to the Rich 
 
"But woe to you who are rich, for you are receiving your comfort in full. 
 
Comment:  Similar to the blessings and cursings Israel was taught. 
 
Luke 6:25 = Woe to the Satisfied 
 
"Woe to you who are well-fed now, for you shall be hungry. Woe to you who laugh now, for you shall 
mourn and weep. 
 
Luke 6:26 = Woe to the Unpersecuted 
 
"Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for in the same way their fathers used to treat the false 
prophets. 
 
Blessed: 
1. Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God  Luke 6:20. 
2. Blessed are the poor in (the) spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Matt 5:3 
3. Blessed are you who hunger now, for you shall be satisfied.  Luke 6:21a 
4. Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh.  Luke 6:21b 
5. Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.  Matt 5:4 
6. Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth.  Matt 5:5 
7. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.  Matt 5:6 
8. Blessed are you when men hate you, and ostracize you, and cast insults at you, and spurn your 

name as evil, for the sake of the Son of Man.  Luke 6:22 
9. Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.  Matt 5:7 
10. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.  Matt 5:8 
11. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.  Matt 5:9 
12. Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven.  Matt 5:10 
13. Blessed is God through the gospel.  1 Tim 1:11  according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, 

with which I have been entrusted.   
14. Blessed is God by His position.  1 Tim 6:15  which He will bring about at the proper time-- He who is 

the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords;  
15. Blessed are those who receive the revelation of Christ.  Matt 16:17  And Jesus answered and said to 

him, "Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal {this} to you, but My Father 
who is in heaven.    

16. Blessed is the person who believes in Jesus Christ.  Matt 11:6 & Luke 7:23  "And blessed is he who 
keeps from stumbling over Me." John 20:29  Jesus said to him, "Because you have seen Me, have you 
believed? Blessed {are} they who did not see, and {yet} believed."   

17. Blessed are those who see Christ at work.  Matt 13:16 & Luke 10:23  "But blessed are your eyes, 
because they see; and your ears, because they hear.    

18. Blessed are those who have been forgiven.  Rom 4:7-8  "Blessed are those whose lawless deeds 
have been forgiven, and whose sins have been covered.  "Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will not 
take into account."  

19. Blessed are those whose hope is in Jesus Christ.  Titus 2:13  looking for the blessed hope and the 
appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus;   

20. Blessed are those who are part of the First Resurrection.  Rev 20:6  Blessed and holy is the one who 
has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of 
God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.  

21. Blessed are those who believe that the Lord will keep His word.  Luke 1:45  "And blessed {is} she 
who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what had been spoken to her by the Lord."    

22. Blessed are those who keep the Lord's word.  Luke 11:27-28  And it came about while He said these 
things, one of the women in the crowd raised her voice, and said to Him, "Blessed is the womb that bore 
You, and the breasts at which You nursed."  But He said, "On the contrary, blessed are those who hear 
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the word of God, and observe it."   John 13:17  "If you know these things, you are blessed if you do 
them.   

23. Blessed is the person who approves of the things of God.  Rom 14:22  The faith which you have, 
have as your own conviction before God. Happy is he who does not condemn himself in what he 
approves.  

24. Blessed are those who live under the Law of Liberty.  James 1:25  But one who looks intently at the 
perfect law, the {law} of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual 
doer, this man shall be blessed in what he does.  

25. Blessed are those who persevere.  James 1:12  Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once 
he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life, which {the Lord} has promised to those who love 
Him.    

26. Blessed are those who suffer for the sake of righteousness.  1 Pet 3:14  But even if you should suffer 
for the sake of righteousness, {you are} blessed. And do not fear their intimidation, and do not be 
troubled,   

27. Blessed are those who are reviled for the name of Christ.  1 Pet 4:14  If you are reviled for the name 
of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.   

28. Blessed are those who are alert to their time frame and the return of the Master.  Matt 24:46 & 
Luke 12:37-38,43  "Blessed are those slaves whom the master shall find on the alert when he comes; 
truly I say to you, that he will gird himself {to serve,} and have them recline {at the table,} and will come up 
and wait on them.  "Whether he comes in the second watch, or even in the third, and finds {them} so, 
blessed are those {slaves}.  Rev 16:15  ("Behold, I am coming like a thief. Blessed is the one who stays 
awake and keeps his garments, lest he walk about naked and men see his shame.")   

29. Blessed are those who give expecting nothing in return.  Luke 14:14  and you will be blessed, since 
they do not have {the means} to repay you; for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous."  
Acts 20:35  "In everything I showed you that by working hard in this manner you must help the weak and 
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He Himself said, `It is more blessed to give than to receive.'"  

30. Blessed are those who partake of the Kingdom of God.  Luke 14:15  And when one of those who 
were reclining {at the table} with Him heard this, he said to Him, "Blessed is everyone who shall eat bread 
in the kingdom of God!"    

31. Blessed are those without children in times of destruction.  Luke 23:29  "For behold, the days are 
coming when they will say, `Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that 
never nursed.'  

32. Blessed are those who get to defend the faith.  Acts 26:2  "In regard to all the things of which I am 
accused by the Jews, I consider myself fortunate, King Agrippa, that I am about to make my defense 
before you today;    

33. Blessed is the person who devotes himself totally to the Lord.  1 Cor 7:40  But in my opinion she is 
happier if she remains as she is; and I think that I also have the Spirit of God.   

34. Blessed are those who read, hear and obey the Book of Revelation.  Rev 1:3  Blessed is he who 
reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and heed the things which are written in it; for the 
time is near. Rev 22:7  "And behold, I am coming quickly. Blessed is he who heeds the words of the 
prophecy of this book."    

35. Blessed are those who die for the Lord.  Rev 14:13  And I heard a voice from heaven, saying, "Write, 
`Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on!'" "Yes," says the Spirit, "that they may rest from 
their labors, for their deeds follow with them."  

36. Blessed are those who are invited to the Wedding Feast of Jesus Christ.  Rev 19:9  And he said to 
me, "Write, `Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.'" And he said to me, 
"These are true words of God."   

37. Blessed are those who wash their robes so as to partake of the Tree of Life.  Rev 22:14  Blessed 
are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter by the 
gates into the city.  
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Matt 5:13-20 
Salt of the Earth 

 
3. Jesus' Ministry Flowers:  Year Two  30-31 A.D. 

A. The Sermon on the Mount 
1). Lord of the Sabbath  Matt 12:1-8; Mark 2:23-28; Luke 6:1-5 
2). A Crippled Hand  Matt 12:9-15a; Mark 3:1-7a; Luke 6:6-11 (8-35MM) 
3). Choosing the Twelve  Matt 4:24-25; 10:2-4; 12:15b-21 Mark 3:7b-19b; Luke 6:12-19 
4). Teaching on the Mountain  Matt 5:1-12; Luke 6:20-26 
5). Salt of the Earth  Matt 5:13-20 

 
Matt 5:13 = Reviving the Salt 
 
"You (you all) are the salt (HALAS = purifies, perpetuate, antiseptic) of the earth; but if the salt has become 
tasteless (MORAINW = is used in the causal sense, "to make foolish," (1 Cor. 1:20); and in the passive sense, 
"to become foolish," (Rom. 1:22); in Matt. 5:13 & Luke 14:34 it is said of salt that has lost its flavor, becoming 
tasteless; other passages use ANALOS = not salt), how will it be made salty again? It is good for nothing 
anymore, except to be thrown out and trampled under foot by men. 
 
Salt–Preserve: 
1. Salt was used to flavor foods and even in small doses to fertilize.  Most of all it was used to purify and 

preserve.  Strictly speaking salt cannot lose its saltiness except through the addition of impurities.  This 
was at times the case when it was taken from marshes and not by evaporation of salt water.  The 
impurities can become so great that when it is leached it only leaves a diluted residue of little worth.  Even 
in modern Israel savorless salt is scattered on the soil of flat roofs which helps harden it and prevent 
leaks.  People often meet on the roofs for fellowship. 

2. Being possessed of purifying and perpetuating qualities, "salt" became emblematic of fidelity and 
friendship among eastern nations.  It was symbolic of a covenant that had been made.  To eat of a 
person's "salt" and so to share his hospitality is still regarded thus among the Arabs. 

3. In the Lord's teaching it is also symbolic of that spiritual health and vigor essential to Christian virtue and 
counteractive of the corruption that is in the world.  

 
Summary: 
1. The Believer's position:  "You are the salt of the earth." 

A. We have the responsibility to flavor and preserve. 
B. "Taste" the Lord's kindness.  1 Pet 2:1-3  Therefore, putting aside all malice and all guile and 

hypocrisy and envy and all slander, like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the word, that by 
it you may grow in respect to salvation, if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord. 

C. Share with others the "flavor" of the Lord's goodness.  Ps 34:7-8  The angel of the LORD 
encamps around those who fear Him, and rescues them.  O taste and see that the LORD is good; 
how blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him! 

D. Remember what the Lord "tastes" like.  Heb 6:4-6  For in the case of those who have once 
been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy 
Spirit, and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come,  and then have 
fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they again crucify to 
themselves the Son of God, and put Him to open shame. 

2. The potential condition:  "Become foolish (tasteless)." 
A. This indicates that the Believer is not fulfilling responsibilities due to impurities. 
B. These impurities include falling prey to the wisdom of the world.  Rom 1:20-22  For since 

the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been 
clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse.  
For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God, or give thanks; but they became 
futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  Professing to be wise, they 
became fools, 

C. It is foolish to not realize that God has shown the wisdom of the world to be foolish.  1 Cor 
1:18-20  For the word of the cross is to those who are perishing foolishness, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God.  For it is written, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the 
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cleverness of the clever I will set aside."  Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is 
the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 

3. The question:  "How will it be made salty again?" (How will it be a preservative for a nation?  Salt 
doesn't stop being salt.  It becomes impure or diluted, but it is still salt.) 
A. Jesus is asking how Believers can be revived. 
B. In context, realize you are blessed.  Matt 5:1-12 
C. In context, realize you are the light of the world.  Matt 5:14-20 
D. Also in the context, realize the depth of personal impurities and return to the Law of Love.  

Matt 5:21-48 
E. Repent as taught by all the Levitical Offerings:  Lev 2:13  'Every grain offering of yours, 

moreover, you shall season with salt, so that the salt of the covenant of your God shall not be 
lacking from your grain offering; with all your offerings you shall offer salt. 

F. Return to the Promises of God. (covenants-salt is an emblem of the covenant between 
God and His people) 
1). God is faithful to forgive.  Num 18:19  "All the offerings of the holy gifts, which the sons 

of Israel offer to the LORD, I have given to you and your sons and your daughters with 
you, as a perpetual allotment. It is an everlasting covenant of salt before the LORD to you 
and your descendants with you." 

2). God remembers His promises.  2 Chr 13:5  "Do you not know that the LORD God of 
Israel gave the rule over Israel forever to David and his sons by a covenant of salt? 

G. Seek to become consistent.  Lev. 2:13 'Every grain offering of yours, moreover, you shall 
season with salt, so that the salt of the covenant of your God shall not be lacking from your grain 
offering; with all your offerings you shall offer salt. 

H. Seek total devotion to the Lord.  Luke 14:33-35  "So therefore, no one of you can be My 
disciple who does not give up all his own possessions.  "Therefore, salt is good; but if even salt 
has become tasteless, with what will it be seasoned?  "It is useless either for the soil or for the 
manure pile; it is thrown out. He who has ears to hear, let him hear." 

I. Seek peace with one another.  Mark 9:47-50  "And if your eye causes you to stumble, cast it 
out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye, than having two eyes, to be cast 
into hell, where their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.  "For everyone will be 
salted with fire.  "Salt is good; but if the salt becomes unsalty, with what will you make it salty 
again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another." 

J. Season your speech so that it preserves.  Col 4:6  Let your speech always be with grace, 
seasoned, as it were, with salt, so that you may know how you should respond to each person. 

4. Comment: "Good for nothing except to be trampled." 
A. This is for the unrepentant person who just doesn't care. 
B. A Judgment of Salt was first used for flagrant disobedience to the Lord.  Gen 19:26   
C. While "salt" is used to fertilize soil, excess of it on the ground produces sterility. Deut 

29:23; Judg 9:45; Jer 17:6; Zeph 2:9. 
D. Too many Believers who have lost their savor at one time will sterilize the land they live in.   

 
Matt 5:14 = Light Up the World–Get Visible 
 
"You (PL = YOU ALL) are the light of the world. A city (WHICH YOU ALL ARE) set on a hill cannot be 
hidden. 
 
Summary: 
1. Believers have the responsibility to light up the world. 
2. This requires visibility. 
3. A "city" indicates the corporate call to all Believers. 
4. Believers who walk in the light cannot be hidden. 
 
Matt 5:15 = Light up your House–Get Unselfish 
 
"Nor do men light a lamp, and put it under the peck-measure, but on the lampstand; and it gives light to 
all who are in the house. 
 
Summary: 
1. A person who would do this is selfish and foolish. 
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2. The light is to start in one's own house. 
3. If you are a Believer you are called to light up your house. 
4. You are not called to offer excuses or blame others that your light doesn't shine. 
5. You are responsible to be unselfish. 
 
Matt 5:16 = Light up the World–Get Busy 
 
"Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father who is in heaven. 
 
Summary: 
1. The "Light" is seen by others through good works.  Eph 2:10 
2. Stop, get refueled, then go. 
3. This is a call to group ministry. 
 
Matt 5:17 = Preach the Promise of God's Word 
 
"Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish, but to fulfill. 
 
Summary: 
1. The Law taught the need for the Messiah. 
2. The Prophets proclaimed that He would come. 
3. The Law and Prophets overlap. 
4. Jesus came to be the Light of Revelation to the Gentiles.  Luke 2:32  A light of revelation to the 

Gentiles, and the glory of Thy people Israel." 
 
Matt 5:18 = Preach the Fulfillment of God's Word 
 
"For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass away 
from the Law, until all is accomplished. 
 
Summary: 
1. The Law is still our tutor to lead us to Christ. 
2. The Law was not abolished in Christ but fulfilled in Him. 
3. It is not the forms of the Law, but the heart. (see next Matthew paragraph) 
 
Matt 5:19 = Preach the Standard 
 
"Whoever then annuls one of the least of these commandments, and so teaches others, shall be called 
least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven. 
 
Summary: 
1. Violate one part you violate it all. 
2. Teaching others that the commandments don't matter is costly. 
3. With visibility goes responsibility.  James 3:1-2 
4. Obeying the commandments is profitable. 
 
Matt 5:20 = Preach the Need 
 
"For I say to you, that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you shall 
not enter the kingdom of heaven. 
 
Summary: 
1. Wow–what a statement. 
2. Pharisaic works won't cut it. 
3. Righteousness is required, but not one gained by works. 
4. The people should have asked for mercy. 
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Light: 
1. Come to the Light 

A. Realize that Satan and his angels counterfeit the True Light.  2 Cor 11:14-15  And no 
wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.  Therefore it is not surprising if his 
servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness; whose end shall be according to 
their deeds. 

B. Realize that the sinful part of mankind does not love the Light.  John 3:19-20  "And this is 
the judgment, that the light is come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the 
light; for their deeds were evil.  "For everyone who does evil hates the light, and does not come to 
the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 

C. Accept that Christ's life is the Light of men.  John 1:4-9  In Him was life, and the life was the 
light of men.  And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.  
There came a man, sent from God, whose name was John.  He came for a witness, that he might 
bear witness of the light, that all might believe through him.  He was not the light, but came that 
he might bear witness of the light.  There was the true light which, coming into the world, 
enlightens every man. 

2. Receive the Light 
A. Realize that Jesus Christ is the Light.  John 8:12  Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, 

saying, "I am the light of the world; he who follows Me shall not walk in the darkness, but shall 
have the light of life." 

B. Believe in the Light.  John 12:35-36  Jesus therefore said to them, "For a little while longer the 
light is among you. Walk while you have the light, that darkness may not overtake you; he who 
walks in the darkness does not know where he goes.  "While you have the light, believe in the 
light, in order that you may become sons of light." These things Jesus spoke, and He departed 
and hid Himself from them. 

C. Leave the darkness.  John 12:46  "I have come as light into the world, that everyone who 
believes in Me may not remain in darkness. 

D. Accept your call into a special position.  1 Pet 2:9  But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession, that you may proclaim the 
excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 

3. Keep in the Light 
A. Walk in God's light and fellowship with one another.  I Jn 1:5-10  And this is the message we 

have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is light, and in Him there is no darkness at 
all.  If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not 
practice the truth; but if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with 
one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.  If we say that we have no 
sin, we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, He is faithful 
and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  If we say that we 
have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. 

B. You must love your brother to walk in the Light.  I Jn 2:8-10  On the other hand, I am writing 
a new commandment to you, which is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing 
away, and the true light is already shining.  The one who says he is in the light and yet hates his 
brother is in the darkness until now.  The one who loves his brother abides in the light and there 
is no cause for stumbling in him. 

C. Let Christ illumine every part of your being.  Luke 11:33-36  "No one, after lighting a lamp, 
puts it away in a cellar, nor under a peck-measure, but on the lampstand, in order that those who 
enter may see the light.  "The lamp of your body is your eye; when your eye is clear, your whole 
body also is full of light; but when it is bad, your body also is full of darkness.  "Then watch out 
that the light in you may not be darkness.  "If therefore your whole body is full of light, with no 
dark part in it, it shall be wholly illumined, as when the lamp illumines you with its rays." 

D. Let the Light from Christ become your armor.  Rom 13:12-14  The night is almost gone, and 
the day is at hand. Let us therefore lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.  
Let us behave properly as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity 
and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy.  But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts. 

4. Spread the Light 
A. Seek the truth so as to glorify God.  John 3:21  "But he who practices the truth comes to the 

light, that his deeds may be manifested as having been wrought in God." 
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B. Do not be afraid to proclaim the message of Christ.  Matt 10:27-28  "What I tell you in the 
darkness, speak in the light; and what you hear whispered in your ear, proclaim upon the 
housetops.  "And do not fear those who kill the body, but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear 
Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 

C. Let the Light of Christ's face shine through you.  2 Cor 4:6  For God, who said, "Light shall 
shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 

D. Produce goodness, righteousness and truth.  Eph 5:7-9  Therefore do not be partakers with 
them; for you were formerly darkness, but now you are light in the Lord; walk as children of light 
(for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness and righteousness and truth), 

E. Use your gifts from the Father of Lights.  James 1:17   Every good thing bestowed and every 
perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation, 
or shifting shadow. 
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Matt 5:21-37 
Right to the Heart 

 
3. Jesus' Ministry Flowers:  Year Two  30-31 A.D. 

A. The Sermon on the Mount 
1). Lord of the Sabbath  Matt 12:1-8; Mark 2:23-28; Luke 6:1-5 
2). A Crippled Hand  Matt 12:9-15a; Mark 3:1-7a; Luke 6:6-11 (8-35MM) 
3). Choosing the Twelve  Matt 4:24-25; 10:2-4; 12:15b-21 Mark 3:7b-19b; Luke 6:12-19 
4). Teaching on the Mountain  Matt 5:1-12; Luke 6:20-26 
5). Salt of the Earth  Matt 5:13-20 
6). Right to the Heart  Matt 5:21-37 

 
Six Contrasts in Interpreting the Law: 
1. Murder and Anger 
2. Adultery and Lust 
3. Divorce and Its Consequences 
4. Vows and Honor 
5. Justice and Grace 
6. Hate and Love 
 
1. Murder and Anger 
 
Matt 5:21 = The Proposition 
 
"You have heard that the ancients (ARCHAIOS = old, a prior age of beginning; used of prophets Luke 9:8,19) 
were told, 'You shall not commit murder' and 'Whoever commits murder shall be liable  (ENOCHOS = 3x 
IN NEXT VERSE, bound, under obligation, subject to, liable a) used of one who is held by, possessed with love, 
and zeal for anything b) in a forensic sense, denoting the connection of a person either with his crime, or with the 
penalty or trial, or with that against whom or which he has offended 1) guilty, worthy of punishment 2) guilty of 
anything 3) used of the crime 4) used of the penalty 5) liable to this or that tribunal, that is, the punishment to be 
imposed by this or that tribunal 6) used of the place where punishment is to be suffered) to the court (KRISIS = 
judgment).' 
 
Summary: 
1. The Battle with Satan has gone on since ancient times.  Rev 12:9  And the great dragon was thrown 

down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown 
down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.  Rev 20:2  And he laid hold of the dragon, 
the serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years,  

2. As a New Creation we must recognize that the "old" things have passed away.  2 Cor 5:17  
Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things 
have come. 

3. Violation of one part of God's law renders one guilty of it all.  James 2:10  For whoever keeps the 
whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all. 

 
Matt 5:22 = The Problem 
 
"But I say to you that everyone who is angry (ORGIDZW) with his brother shall be guilty (ENOCHOS) 
before the court (KRISIS = judgment); and whoever shall say to his brother, 'Raca,' (RACA = 1X;  is an 
Aramaic word akin to the Heb. req, "empty," the first due to a Galilean change.  It was a word of utter contempt, 
signifying "empty," intellectually rather than morally, "empty-headed," like Abimelech's hirelings, (Judg. 9:4), and 
the "vain" man of (Jas. 2:20). As condemned by Christ, (Matt. 5:22), it was worse than being angry, inasmuch as 
an outrageous utterance is worse than a feeling unexpressed or somewhat controlled in expression; it does not 
indicate such a loss of self-control as the word rendered "fool," a godless, moral reprobate) shall be guilty 
(ENOCHOS) before the supreme court (SUNEDRION = properly, "a settling together" (sun, "together," hedra, "a 
seat"), hence, (a) "any assembly or session of persons deliberating or adjusting." In particular, it denoted "the 
Sanhedrin," the Great Council at Jerusalem, consisting of 71 members, namely, prominent members of the 
families of the high priest, elders and scribes. The Jews trace the origin of this to (Num. 11:16). The more 
important causes came up before this tribunal.); and whoever shall say, 'You fool (MOROS = primarily denotes 
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"dull, sluggish" (from a root muh, "to be silly"); hence, "stupid, foolish"; here the word means morally worthless, a 
scoundrel, a more serious reproach than "Raca"; the latter scorns a man's mind and calls him stupid; moros 
scorns his heart and character; hence the Lord's more severe condemnation),' shall be guilty (ENOCHOS) 
enough to go into the fiery hell (GEENNA = represents the Hebrew Ge-Hinnom (the valley of Tophet) and a 
corresponding Aramaic word; it is found twelve times in the NT, eleven of which are in the Synoptists, in every 
instance as uttered by the Lord Himself. He who says to his brother, Thou fool (see under FOOL), will be in 
danger of "the hell of fire," (Matt. 5:22)  
 
Matt 5:23 = An Illustration–You Remember Something 
 
"If therefore you are presenting your offering at the altar, and there remember that your brother has 
something against you, 
 
Comment:  Your problem should have already been taken care of. 
 
Matt 5:24 = The Correct Solution 
 
leave your offering there before the altar, and go your way; first be reconciled to your brother, and then 
come and present your offering. 
 
Matt 5:25 = A Second Illustration 
 
"Make friends quickly with your opponent at law while you are with him on the way, in order that your 
opponent may not deliver you to the judge, and the judge to the officer, and you be thrown into prison. 
 
Matt 5:26 = The Penalty 
 
"Truly I say to you, you shall not come out of there, until you have paid up the last cent. 
 
Anger: 
1. Three degrees of arrogance and the penalties. 

A. Anger against one's brother is guilt before the court. 
B. Attacking one's intellect is guilt before the supreme court. 
C. Attacking one's value is worthy of hell. 

2. There is a righteous anger.  Eph 4:25-27  Therefore, laying aside falsehood, speak truth, each one of 
you, with his neighbor, for we are members of one another.  Be angry, and yet do not sin; do not let the 
sun go down on your anger, and do not give the devil an opportunity. 

3. Yet, man has to realize its limitations.  James 1:19-20  This you know, my beloved brethren. But let 
everyone be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger; for the anger of man does not achieve the 
righteousness of God.  Prov 14:29  He who is slow to anger has great understanding, but he who is 
quick-tempered exalts folly.  Prov 15:1  A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up 
anger.  Prov 15:18  A hot-tempered man stirs up strife, but the slow to anger pacifies contention.  Prov 
16:32  He who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, and he who rules his spirit, than he who 
captures a city.  Prov 19:11  A man's discretion makes him slow to anger, and it is his glory to overlook a 
transgression.  Prov 19:19  A man of great anger shall bear the penalty, for if you rescue him, you will 
only have to do it again. 

4. The Lord is angry with those who display no mercy.  Matt 18:33-35  'Should you not also have had 
mercy on your fellow slave, even as I had mercy on you?'  "And his lord, moved with anger, handed him 
over to the torturers until he should repay all that was owed him.  "So shall My heavenly Father also do to 
you, if each of you does not forgive his brother from your heart." 

5. The Father is angry with those who do not accept the invitation to His Son's Wedding Feast.  Matt 
22:5-9  "But they paid no attention and went their way, one to his own farm, another to his business, and 
the rest seized his slaves and mistreated them and killed them.  "But the king was enraged and sent his 
armies, and destroyed those murderers, and set their city on fire.  "Then he said to his slaves, 'The 
wedding is ready, but those who were invited were not worthy.  'Go therefore to the main highways, and 
as many as you find there, invite to the wedding feast.' 

6. Unrighteous anger comes from the wrong goals in life. 
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Foolishness: 
1. Jesus called the Pharisees "fools" meaning they were "foolish" in their understanding.  He did so 

as an act of love, not because of a lack of it.  Matt 23:17  "You fools and blind men; which is more 
important, the gold, or the temple that sanctified the gold? 

2. Foolish people are those who do not view God's Word as valuable for life.  Matt 7:26  "And 
everyone who hears these words of Mine, and does not act upon them, will be like a foolish man, who 
built his house upon the sand.  Matt 25:2-4  "And five of them were foolish, and five were prudent.  "For 
when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, but the prudent took oil in flasks along with 
their lamps. 

3. Even the "foolish" things of God, i.e. those viewed with little value by man, indicate more wisdom 
than mankind has.  1 Cor 1:25  Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of 
God is stronger than men. 

4. God chose these "foolish" things to display Himself so that no one should be arrogant.  1 Cor 
1:26-29  For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not 
many mighty, not many noble; but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and 
God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong, and the base things 
of the world and the despised, God has chosen, the things that are not, that He might nullify the things 
that are, that no man should boast before God. 

5. We should avoid foolish controversies that undermine unity of the Body.  2 Tim 2:22-23  Now flee 
from youthful lusts, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, with those who call on the Lord from 
a pure heart.  But refuse foolish and ignorant speculations, knowing that they produce quarrels.  Titus 3:9  
But shun foolish controversies and genealogies and strife and disputes about the Law; for they are 
unprofitable and worthless. 

6. We should not view ourselves as wise.  1 Cor 3:18  Let no man deceive himself. If any man among 
you thinks that he is wise in this age, let him become foolish that he may become wise. 

7. We should actually become "fools for Christ."  1 Cor 4:10 (This is from the world's viewpoint)  We 
are fools for Christ's sake, but you are prudent in Christ; we are weak, but you are strong; you are 
distinguished, but we are without honor. 

 
Hell: 
1. Hell is to be more feared than people.  Luke 12:4-5  "And I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of 

those who kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do.  "But I will warn you whom to fear: 
fear the One who after He has killed has authority to cast into hell; yes, I tell you, fear Him!  Matt 10:28  
"And do not fear those who kill the body, but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to 
destroy both soul and body in hell. 

2. Hell is to be avoided at all costs.  Matt 5:29-30  "And if your right eye makes you stumble, tear it out, 
and throw it from you; for it is better for you that one of the parts of your body perish, than for your whole 
body to be thrown into hell.  "And if your right hand makes you stumble, cut it off, and throw it from you; 
for it is better for you that one of the parts of your body perish, than for your whole body to go into hell.  
Matt 18:9  "And if your eye causes you to stumble, pluck it out, and throw it from you. It is better for you to 
enter life with one eye, than having two eyes, to be cast into the fiery hell. 

3. Legalists are viewed as "sons of hell."  Matt 23:15  "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, 
because you travel about on sea and land to make one proselyte; and when he becomes one, you make 
him twice as much a son of hell as yourselves. 

4. Verbal sins are like the fires of hell.  James 3:6  And the tongue is a fire, the very world of iniquity; the 
tongue is set among our members as that which defiles the entire body, and sets on fire the course of our 
life, and is set on fire by hell. 

5. Only calling upon God's grace through Jesus Christ will let one escape the sentence of hell.  Matt 
23:33  "You serpents, you brood of vipers, how shall you escape the sentence of hell? 

 
2. Adultery and Lust 
 
Matt 5:27 = The Proposition 
 
"You have heard that it was said, 'You shall not commit adultery (OU + FAI MOICHEUW = one who has sex 
with the spouse of another; can be physical or spiritual in nature; cf Rev 2:22)'; 
 
 
 



 36

Matt 5:28 = The Problem 
 
but I (Myself) say to you, that everyone who looks (PAPTC BLEPW = quick view) on a woman to lust (AAINF 
EPITHUMEW = an anger upon anger; an anger at God for His provision or perceived lack of) for her has 
committed adultery (AAI MOICHEUW) with her already in his heart. 
 
Summary: 
1. It is not sinful to have strong emotional desires.   

A. Desire to know God's word.  Matt 13:17  "For truly I say to you, that many prophets and 
righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see it; and to hear what you hear, and 
did not hear it.  1 Pet 1:12  It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but 
you, in these things which now have been announced to you through those who preached the 
gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven-- things into which angels long to look. 

B. Desire for physical sustenance.  Luke 15:16  "And he was longing to fill his stomach with the 
pods that the swine were eating, and no one was giving anything to him.  Luke 16:20-21 "And a 
certain poor man named Lazarus was laid at his gate, covered with sores, and longing to be fed 
with the crumbs which were falling from the rich man's table; besides, even the dogs were coming 
and licking his sores. 

C. Desire for the Lord's presence.  Luke 17:21-22  'For behold, the kingdom of God is in your 
midst."  And He said to the disciples, "The days shall come when you will long to see one of the 
days of the Son of Man, and you will not see it. 

D. Desire for spiritual fellowship.  Luke 22:15  And He said to them, "I have earnestly desired to 
eat this Passover with you before I suffer; 

E. Desire for spiritual office.  1 Tim 3:1  It is a trustworthy statement: if any man aspires to the 
office of overseer, it is a fine work he desires to do. 

F. Desire for spiritual diligence in others.  Heb 6:10-12  For God is not unjust so as to forget your 
work and the love which you have shown toward His name, in having ministered and in still 
ministering to the saints.  And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as to 
realize the full assurance of hope until the end, that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of 
those who through faith and patience inherit the promises. 

2. Strong desires become sinful based on the motives and objects desired.  Rom 7:7-8  What shall we 
say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the contrary, I would not have come to know sin except 
through the Law; for I would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, "You shall not covet."  
But sin, taking opportunity through the commandment, produced in me coveting of every kind; for apart 
from the Law sin is dead. 
A. A desire for someone else's valuables or clothing.  Acts 20:33  "I have coveted no one's 

silver or gold or clothes. 
B. A desire for evil things.  1 Cor 10:5-6  Nevertheless, with most of them God was not well-

pleased; for they were laid low in the wilderness.  Now these things happened as examples for 
us, that we should not crave evil things, as they also craved. 

C. A desire for fleshly things.  Gal 5:17  For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the 
Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the 
things that you please. 

3. Selfish desires lead to conflicts.  James 4:1-2  What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among 
you? Is not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members?  You lust and do not have; so you 
commit murder. And you are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel. You do not have 
because you do not ask. 

 
Matt 5:29 = The Solution to Lust? 
 
"And if your right eye makes you stumble (PAI SKANDALIDZW = cause to stumble), tear it out (AAIMP 
EXAIREW), and throw (AAIMP BALLW) it from you; for it is better for you that one of the parts of your body 
perish, than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 
 
Comment:  The eye is where the temptation entered. 
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Matt 5:30 = The Solution to Thievery? 
 
"And if your right hand makes you stumble, cut it off (AAIMP EKKOPTW), and throw it from you; for it is 
better for you that one of the parts of your body perish, than for your whole body to go into hell. 
 
Summary: 
1. The adultery is a form of thievery. 
2. Jesus connects the 7th and the 10th Commandments together. 
3. This is a foundation stone of the need for Systematic Theology. 
4. Had the Jews compared Scripture with Scripture, they could have realized that the mental 

application was just as significant as the overt. 
5. Jesus recommends some radical solutions to the problem of sin. 
6. If your eye is the real problem, tear it out and throw it away. 
7. Or if your hand is the real problem, cut it off and throw it away. 
8. Thus, separate yourself from the cause of sin. 
9. He is addressing those who are always looking for a scapegoat to blame their sins on. 
10. The issue here is getting serious in the battle against sin. 

A. The mental sin precedes the overt sin, so sin is as much an issue of intentions and attitudes as it 
is actions. 

B. Sin is also an issue of the spirit of the law and not just the letter. 
C. What would happen if you cut your brain or heart out to get rid of the cause of sin?  (carry out the 

logic of blaming others to its end result) 
11. Sin is not easily defined, understood or recognized when it is approached from a "letterist" 

viewpoint. 
12. Sin may be truly understood only in the realm of godly love.  Rom 13:8-10  Owe nothing to anyone 

except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law.  For this, "You shall not 
commit adultery, you shall not murder, you shall not steal, you shall not covet," and if there is any other 
commandment, it is summed up in this saying, "you shall love your neighbor as yourself."  Love does no 
wrong to a neighbor; love therefore is the fulfillment of the law. 

 
The Many Facets of Spiritual Adultery: 
1. Any type of unrepentant adultery is costly.  1 Cor 6:9-12  Or do you not know that the unrighteous 

shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, 
nor swindlers, shall inherit the kingdom of God.  And such were some of you; but you were washed, but 
you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of our 
God.  All things are lawful for me, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful for me, but I will not 
be mastered by anything. 

2. Since it is a direct attack on God's Divine Design for mankind, He will handle the judgment 
Himself.  Heb 13:4  Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled; for 
fornicators and adulterers God will judge. 

3. Spiritual Adultery motivates false teachers.  2 Pet 2:12-15  But these, like unreasoning animals, born 
as creatures of instinct to be captured and killed, reviling where they have no knowledge, will in the 
destruction of those creatures also be destroyed, suffering wrong as the wages of doing wrong. They 
count it a pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are stains and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, as 
they carouse with you, having eyes full of adultery and that never cease from sin, enticing unstable souls, 
having a heart trained in greed, accursed children; forsaking the right way they have gone astray, having 
followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness, 

4. Spiritual Adultery follows other gods.  Matt 12:39-40  But He answered and said to them, "An evil and 
adulterous generation craves for a sign; and yet no sign shall be given to it but the sign of Jonah the 
prophet; for just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the sea monster, so shall the 
Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 

5. Spiritual Adultery clings to the Law for salvation.  Rom 7:1-4  Or do you not know, brethren (for I am 
speaking to those who know the law), that the law has jurisdiction over a person as long as he lives?  For 
the married woman is bound by (Mosaic) law to her husband while he is living; but if her husband dies, 
she is released from the (Mosaic) law concerning the husband.  So then if, while her husband is living, 
she is joined to another man, she shall be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from 
the law, so that she is not an adulteress, though she is joined to another man.  Therefore, my brethren, 
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you also were made to die to the Law through the body of Christ, that you might be joined to another, to 
Him who was raised from the dead, that we might bear fruit for God. 
A. Addressed to those living under the Law. 
B. Women could not divorce their husband. 
C. Only men could divorce their wife. 
D. All Believers, as women, could not divorce themselves from their husband, the Law. 
E. The "Law" had to die so that they could be joined to another. 
F. This is an illustration taken from the Mosaic Law, not a statement of doctrine for the Church. 

6. Spiritual Adultery befriends the world.  James 4:1-4  What is the source of quarrels and conflicts 
among you? Is not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members?  You lust and do not have; 
so you commit murder. And you are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel. You do not have 
because you do not ask.  You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you 
may spend it on your pleasures.  You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is 
hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of 
God. 

7. Legalistic arrogance is a far greater problem in the Angelic Conflict than forgiven sin.  Luke 18:10-
14  "Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee, and the other a tax-gatherer.  "The 
Pharisee stood and was praying thus to himself, 'God, I thank Thee that I am not like other people: 
swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax-gatherer.  'I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I 
get.'  "But the tax-gatherer, standing some distance away, was even unwilling to lift up his eyes to 
heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me, the sinner!'  "I tell you, this man went 
down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself shall be humbled, but 
he who humbles himself shall be exalted." 

 
3. Divorce and Its Consequences. 
 
Matt 5:31 = The Law of Divorce 
 
"And it was said, 'Whoever sends his wife away (AAI APOLUW = loose from, set free, release), let him give 
(3S AAIMP DIDWMI) her a certificate of divorce (APOSTASION = a standing apart from; 3x; Matt 19:7; Mark 
10:4)'; 
 
Comment:  Deuteronomy 24:1-4 
 
Matt 5:32 = Jesus Interprets the Law 
 
but I say to you that everyone who divorces (d.a. + PAPTC APOLUW = the one releasing) his wife, except 
(PAREKTOS = 3x; the things without, except) for the cause of unchastity (LOGOS PORNEIA = a word of 
fornication; i.e. proved) , makes (PAI POIEW = is making) her commit adultery (APINF MOICHEUW = to be 
adulterated); and whoever marries (EAV = AAS GAMEW = 3rd class; may marry) a divorced woman (ASF PF 
PS PTC APOLUW = one having been loosed) commits adultery (3S PPI MOICHAW = is being adulterated). 
 
Summary: 
1. People who want to split up are usually more interested in the letter of the law than the spirit of 

the law. 
2. Uses of "divorce." 

A. One can be "loosed from" a financial debt.  Matt 18:27  "And the lord of that slave felt 
compassion and released him and forgave him the debt. 

B. One can be "loosed from" a civil debt.  Luke 6:37  "And do not judge and you will not be 
judged; and do not condemn, and you will not be condemned; pardon, and you will be pardoned. 

C. One can be "loosed from" a criminal debt.  Matt 27:15  Now at the feast the governor was 
accustomed to release for the multitude any one prisoner whom they wanted. 

D. One can be "loosed from" life itself.  Luke 2:29-30  "Now Lord, Thou dost let Thy bond-servant 
depart In peace, according to Thy word; For my eyes have seen Thy salvation, 

3. Divorce is being "loosed from" one's lawful spouse. 
4. In the ancient world, "divorce" was necessary after becoming engaged.  (Joseph thought about 

divorcing Mary when he found out she was pregnant)  Matt 1:19  And Joseph her husband, being a 
righteous man, and not wanting to disgrace her, desired to put her away secretly. 
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5. The Pharisees had turned marriage into a master-slave relationship, driven by law, rather than a 
love relationship led by God.  Matt 19:3-10  And some Pharisees came to Him, testing Him, and 
saying, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any cause at all?"  And He answered and said, "Have 
you not read, that He who created them from the beginning made them male and female, and said, 'For 
this cause a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the two shall become 
one flesh'?  "Consequently they are no longer two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, 
let no man separate."  They said to Him, "Why then did Moses command to give her a certificate of 
divorce and send her away?"  He said to them, "Because of your hardness of heart, Moses permitted you 
to divorce your wives; but from the beginning it has not been this way.  "And I say to you, whoever 
divorces his wife, except for immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery."  The disciples 
said to Him, "If the relationship of the man with his wife is like this, it is better not to marry." 

6. It is commonly thought that only when sexual infidelity (fornication) is involved is it not sinful to 
divorce a spouse.  Mark 10:11-12  And He said to them, "Whoever divorces his wife and marries 
another woman commits adultery against her (his wife); and if she herself divorces her husband and 
marries another man, she is committing adultery." 
A. Innocent husband divorces adulterous wife stays innocent. 
B. Innocent husband divorces innocent wife becomes guilty. 
C. Adulterous husband divorces adulterous wife is already guilty. 
D. Adulterous husband divorces innocent wife is already guilty. 
E. Innocent wife divorces adulterous husband stays innocent. 
F. Innocent wife divorces innocent husband becomes guilty. 
G. Adulterous wife divorces innocent husband is already guilty. 
H. Adulterous wife divorces adulterous husband is already guilty. 

7. Scripture warns us over and over again to avoid "fornication."  Acts 15:20  but that we write to them 
that they abstain from things contaminated by idols and from fornication and from what is strangled and 
from blood. 1 Cor 6:18  Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the 
immoral man sins against his own body. 
A. God designed our bodies to be used by the Lord, not to be used immorally.  1 Cor 6:13  

Food is for the stomach, and the stomach is for food; but God will do away with both of them. Yet 
the body is not for immorality, but for the Lord; and the Lord is for the body. 

B. All sexual activities are to be reserved for our spouse.  1 Cor 7:2  But because of 
immoralities, let each man have his own wife, and let each woman have her own husband. 

C. Fornication is a work of the flesh.  Gal 5:19  Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: 
immorality, impurity, sensuality, 

D. Fornication is not to be the witness of the church.  Eph 5:3  But do not let immorality or any 
impurity or greed even be named among you, as is proper among saints; 

E. Morality is part of our sanctification.  1Thes 4:3  For this is the will of God, your sanctification; 
that is, that you abstain from sexual immorality; 

8. Fornication is normally viewed as one of the most offensive of sins so when Jesus was accused 
of being the product of unlawful sex, it was a venomous attack on His character.  John 8:41  "You 
are doing the deeds of your father." They said to Him, "We were not born of fornication; we have one 
Father, even God." 

9. The word "fornication" has a wide range of applications and actually means to exchange 
something valuable for something that is not.  (It is usually translated "immorality") 
A. It is first a matter of the heart.  Matt 15:19  "For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, 

adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders. 
B. It can be a matter of improper sexual relationships.  1 Cor 5:1  It is actually reported that 

there is immorality among you, and immorality of such a kind as does not exist even among the 
Gentiles, that someone has his father's wife. 

C. It can be religious.  Rev 2:20-21  'But I have this against you, that you tolerate the woman 
Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, and she teaches and leads My bond-servants astray, so 
that they commit acts of immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols.  'And I gave her time to 
repent; and she does not want to repent of her immorality. 

D. It can be political or financial.  Rev 18:3  "For all the nations have drunk of the wine of the 
passion of her immorality, and the kings of the earth have committed acts of immorality with her, 
and the merchants of the earth have become rich by the wealth of her sensuality." 

10. Thus, divorce could "legally" occur for reasons other than sexual.  (the "lawyers" were and are 
good a finding loopholes in law) 

11. But, are we led by the spirit of the law or the letter? 
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12. Where immorality exists, repentance needs to occur.  2 Cor 12:21  I am afraid that when I come 
again my God may humiliate me before you, and I may mourn over many of those who have sinned in the 
past and not repented of the impurity, immorality and sensuality which they have practiced. 

13. Fight it by considering your body as dead to it.  Col 3:5-7  Therefore consider the members of your 
earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry.  
For it is on account of these things that the wrath of God will come, and in them you also once walked, 
when you were living in them. 

 
4. Vows and Honor 
 
Matt 5:33 = The Fourth Premise 
 
"Again, you have heard that the ancients were told, 'You shall not make false vows, but shall fulfill your 
vows to the Lord.' 
 
Matt 5:34 = The Change-Don't Swear by Heaven 
 
"But I say to you, make no oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 
 
Matt 5:35 = Continued-Don't Swear by Earth 
 
or by the earth, for it is the footstool of His feet, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 
 
Matt 5:36 = Continued-Don't Swear from your Knowledge 
 
"Nor shall you make an oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. 
 
Matt 5:37 = Be Honorable 
 
"But let your statement be, 'Yes, yes' or 'No, no'; and anything beyond these is of evil. 
 
Comment:  Your word should not be an issue of law but of honor. 



Matt 5:38-48; Luke 6:27-36 
Love your Enemies 

 
3. Jesus' Ministry Flowers:  Year Two  30-31 A.D. 

A. The Sermon on the Mount 
1). Lord of the Sabbath  Matt 12:1-8; Mark 2:23-28; Luke 6:1-5 
2). A Crippled Hand  Matt 12:9-15a; Mark 3:1-7a; Luke 6:6-11 (8-35MM) 
3). Choosing the Twelve  Matt 4:24-25; 10:2-4; 12:15b-21 Mark 3:7b-19b; Luke 6:12-19 
4). Teaching on the Mountain  Matt 5:1-12; Luke 6:20-26 
5). Salt of the Earth  Matt 5:13-20 
6). Right to the Heart  Matt 5:24-37 
7). Love Your Enemies  Matt 5:38-48; Luke 6:27-36 

 
5. Justice and Grace 
 
Matt 5:38 = The Fifth Premise 
 
"You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.' 
 
Matt 5:39 = The New Command-Physical Issues 
 
"But I say to you, do not resist him (M8 + AAINF ANTHIST8MI = stand against) who is evil (PON8ROS = 
become evil); but whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn to him the other also. 
 
Summary: 
1. This includes all authorities.  Rom 13:2  Therefore he who resists authority has opposed the ordinance 

of God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves. 
2. We are to put on the full armor of God so that we might resist evil.  Eph 6:12-13  For our struggle is 

not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.  Therefore, take up the full 
armor of God, that you may be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 

3. The real enemy is the devil.  James 4:7  Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from 
you.  1 Pet 5:8-9  Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring 
lion, seeking someone to devour.  But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of 
suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world. 

4. We are to wait for the Lord to resist evil through us.  Luke 21:14-15  (The battle is the Lord's)  "So 
make up your minds not to prepare beforehand to defend yourselves; for I will give you utterance and 
wisdom which none of your opponents will be able to resist or refute. 

5. Therefore, enter into the real battle which is spiritual. 
 
Matt 5:40 = Civil Issues 
 
"And if anyone wants to sue you, and take your shirt, let him have your coat also. 
 
Matt 5:41 = Power Issues 
 
"And whoever shall force you to go one mile, go with him two. 
 
Matt 5:42 = Generosity Issues 
 
"Give to him who asks of you, and do not turn away from him who wants to borrow from you. 
 
Summary: 
1. The Lord did not design His church to be a military unit, as He did Israel. 
2. He designed His church to overcome evil with good.  Rom 12:19-21 
3. He designed His church to be generous givers. 
4. Your word should not be an issue of law but of honor. 
5. Your life should not be an issue of law but of grace. 
6. Your life should be a testimony of the father. 



6. Hate and Love 
 
Matt 5:43 = The Sixth Premise 
 
"You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love (FAI AGAPAW = stated as command) your neighbor 
(PL8SIOS = literally means "the one near" but has a wide scope in its meaning; the word used in the Greatest 
Commandments), and hate (FAI MISEW = also stated as a command) your enemy (ECHTHROS = primarily 
denotes a hated outsider).' 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus is confronting false doctrine which may have actually come from the Qumran community.  

(They had an explicit command.) 
2. David confessed that he hated those who hated the Lord.  Ps 139:19-24  O that Thou wouldst slay 

the wicked, O God; depart from me, therefore, men of bloodshed.  For they speak against Thee wickedly, 
and Thine enemies take Thy name in vain.  Do I not hate those who hate Thee, O LORD? And do I not 
loathe those who rise up against Thee?  I hate them with the utmost hatred; they have become my 
enemies.  Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me and know my anxious thoughts; And see if 
there be any hurtful way in me, and lead me in the everlasting way. 

3. There is no Biblical command to hate one's enemy, so this is an injunction of man.  Lev 19:17-18  
'You shall not hate your fellow countryman in your heart; you may surely reprove your neighbor, but shall 
not incur sin because of him.  'You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the sons of 
your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself; I am the LORD. 

 
Matt 5:44 = The Call to the Greatest Love 
 
"But I say to you, love (2pl PAIMP AGAPAW = describes an action but does not leave out an attitude of warmth 
cf 1 Cor 13:3) your enemies, and pray (2PL PMIMP PROSEUCHOMAI = bring good grace) for those who 
persecute you 
 
Matt 5:45 = The Call to the Father's Love  (Luke 6:27-31) 
 
in order that you may be (2pl AMS GINOMAI = may become) sons (in the sense of imitation/testimony, not of 
new birth) of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and 
sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 
 
Luke 6:27-31  27 "But I say to you who hear, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those 
who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.  29 "Whoever hits you on the cheek, offer him the other also; and 
whoever takes away your coat, do not withhold your shirt from him either.  30 "Give to everyone who asks of you, 
and whoever takes away what is yours, do not demand it back.  31 "And just as you want people to treat you, 
treat them in the same way. 
 
Summary: 
1. God's grace is available to all mankind, even those who don't know or appreciate it. 
2. Do good to those who hate you.  Luke 6:27 
3. Bless those who curse us.  Luke 6:28  
4. Turn the other cheek.  Luke 6:29a   
5. Overcome evil with good.  Luke 6:29b   
6. Be giving.  Luke 6:30   
7. The Principle.  Luke 6:31   (This does not guarantee that they will treat you the same way. 
 
Matt 5:46 = The Call to the Rewarding Love  (Luke 6:32-34) 
 
"For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax-gatherers do the same? 
 
Luke 6:32-34  "And if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love 
them.  33 "And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the 
same.  34 "And if you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend 
to sinners, in order to receive back the same amount. 
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Summary: 
1. Returning evil for good is devilish. 
2. Returning good for good is human. 
3. Returning good for evil is divine. 
 
Matt 5:47 = The Call to Extend that Love 
 
"And if you greet your brothers only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the 
same? 
 
Comment:  Selfish, elitist. 
 
Matt 5:48 = The Call to Perfect Love  (Luke 6:35-36) 
 
"Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
 
Luke 6:35-36  "But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will 
be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men.  36 "Be 
merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 
 
Summary: 
1. Your life should be a testimony of the Father's grace.  (Love, do good, lend, be merciful) 
2. How to test your love for your enemies.  1 Cor 13:4-7  4  Love is patient, love is kind, and is not 

jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant,  5  does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is 
not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered,  6  does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but 
rejoices with the truth;  7  bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

3. Spiritual Love for one another is the fulfillment of the principle of valid law.  Rom 13:9-10  For this, 
"You shall not commit adultery, you shall not murder, you shall not steal, you shall not covet," and if there 
is any other commandment, it is summed up in this saying, "you shall love your neighbor as yourself."  
Love does no wrong to a neighbor; love therefore is the fulfillment of the law. 

4. Spiritual Love for one another goes beyond convenience.  Rom 15:1-3  Now we who are strong 
ought to bear the weaknesses of those without strength and not just please ourselves.  Let each of us 
please his neighbor for his good, to his edification.  For even Christ did not please Himself; but as it is 
written, "The reproaches of those who reproached Thee fell upon Me." 

5. Spiritual Love for one another does not eat at others.  Gal 5:14-15  For the whole Law is fulfilled in 
one word, in the statement, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself."  But if you bite and devour one 
another, take care lest you be consumed by one another. 

6. Spiritual Love speaks truth to one another.  Eph 4:25  Therefore, laying aside falsehood, speak truth, 
each one of you, with his neighbor, for we are members of one another. 

7. Spiritual Love that is increasing indicates growth.  James 2:8  If, however, you are fulfilling the royal 
law, according to the Scripture, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself," you are doing well. 

8. Spiritual Love removes the sin of judging.  James 4:12  There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the 
One who is able to save and to destroy; but who are you who judge your neighbor? 

9. God love for us overcame the fact that we were once His enemies.  Rom 5:8-10  But God 
demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more 
then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.  For 
if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having 
been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 

10. Jesus Christ will subdue all His enemies.  1 Cor 15:25  For He must reign until He has put all His 
enemies under His feet. 

11. Selfishness makes one a functional enemy of Christ.  Phil 3:18-19  For many walk, of whom I often 
told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ, whose end is 
destruction, whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, who set their minds on earthly 
things. 

12. Friendship with the world makes one an enemy of God.  James 4:4  You adulteresses, do you not 
know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of 
the world makes himself an enemy of God. 

13. God's Love desires all to be saved and become spiritually mature.  1 Tim 2:3-4  This is good and 
acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge 
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of the truth.  2 Pet 3:9  The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient 
toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. 

 
The Letter of the Law: 
1. Murder and Anger  (5:21-26).  (Attitude) 

2. Adultery and Lust  (5:27-30).  (Attitude) 
3. Divorce and Adultery  (5:31-32).   (Action) 

The Spirit of the Law: 
4. Vows and Honor  (5:33-37)  (Action)  (Your word should not be an issue of law but of honor.) 

5. Justice and Grace  (5:38-42)  (Attitude)  (Your life should not be an issue of law but of grace.) 
6. Hate and Love (5:43-48)  (Attitude)  (Your life should be a testimony of the father.) 
 
Our Fallen Structure: 
 

 
Floor 5 
 
Floor 4 
 

 
Here's How 
 
I Will Survive 

 
Approach 
to 
Relationships 

 
Present 
 
Story 

 
Self- 
 
Centered 

 
Floor 3 
 
Floor 2 
 
Floor 1 

 
I Hate Me 
 
I Hate You 
 
I Need You 
 

 
Antidote 
 
Against 
 
Pain 

 
 
Inside 
 
Story 

 
 
Self- 
 
Protect 

 
 
Foun- 
dation 

 
 
 
I Doubt God 

 
Attitude 
 
Toward 
 
God 

 
 
Deepest 
 
Story 

 
 
Self- 
 
Serve 

 
The Godly Structure: 
 

 
Floor 5 

 
Here's How 

 
Wise and Other-Centered 

 
Floor 4 

 
I Will Obey 

 
Humble Cooperation and Joy 

 
Floor 3 

 
I Judge Me 

 
Repentance and Rest 

 
Floor 2 

 
I Accept You 

 
Intimacy 

 
Floor 1 

 
I Love You 

 
Freedom From Dependence 

 
Foundation 

 
I Believe God 

 
Quietness, Trust, Worship 
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Contrasts Between the Fallen and Godly Structures: 
 

  
OUR LIFE 
 

 
FALLEN STRUCTURE 

 
GODLY STRUCTURE 

 
 
Floor 
5 
Floor 
4 

 
Present Story 
 
Approach 
To 
People 
 

 
Self-Centeredness: 
 
Hardness, insensitivity, 
Lack of compassion, 
Manipulation 

 
Others-centered 
 
Warm, sensitive, 
Compassionate, 
Cooperative. 

 
Floor 
3 
Floor 
2 
Floor 
1 

 
Inside Story 
 
Antidote 
Against 
Pain 

 
Self-Protection: 
 
determination to survive, 
defensive dependency, 
use resources to protect 
against pain. 
 

 
Protect others 
 
Relaxed, at peace, honest, 
repentant, 
courageous. 

 
 
 
Foun- 
dation 

 
Deepest Story 
 
Attitude 
Toward 
God 

 
Self-Service 
 
Terror of what is true and 
what may happen.  Rage 
at God for not providing 
wants.  Doubts of His 
goodness. 

 
Faith, Worship 
 
Courage to live based on 
God's goodness.  Intimate 
enjoyment  
of a God we can trust and to 
Whom we belong. 
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Matt 6:1-18 
No Parading of Good Deeds 

 
3. Jesus' Ministry Flowers:  Year Two  30-31 A.D. 

A. The Sermon on the Mount 
1). Lord of the Sabbath  Matt 12:1-8; Mark 2:23-28; Luke 6:1-5 
2). A Crippled Hand  Matt 12:9-15a; Mark 3:1-7a; Luke 6:6-11 (8-35MM) 
3). Choosing the Twelve  Matt 4:24-25; 10:2-4; 12:15b-21 Mark 3:7b-19b; Luke 6:12-19 
4). Teaching on the Mountain  Matt 5:1-12; Luke 6:20-26 
5). Salt of the Earth  Matt 5:13-20 
6). Right to the Heart  Matt 5:21-37 
7). Love Your Enemies  Matt 5:38-48; Luke 6:27-36 
8). No Parading of Good Deeds  Matt 6:1-18 

 
Matt 6:1 = The Summary Statement 
 
"Beware (PAIMP PROSECHW = have before your face) of practicing your righteousness before men to be 
noticed (APINF THEAOMAI = "to behold, view attentively, contemplate," had, in earlier Greek usage, the sense 
of a wondering regard. This idea was gradually lost. It signifies a more earnest contemplation than the ordinary 
verbs for "to see," "a careful and deliberate vision which interprets... its object," and is more frequently rendered 
"behold") by them; otherwise you have no reward (MISTHOS) with your Father who is in heaven. 
 
Drawing Attention to Self  (Quest for Significance Due to Insecurity): 
1. Drawing favorable attention to oneself is a common intention of hypocrisy.  Matt 23:1-12  Then 

Jesus spoke to the multitudes and to His disciples, saying, "The scribes and the Pharisees have seated 
themselves in the chair of Moses; therefore all that they tell you, do and observe, but do not do according 
to their deeds; for they say things, and do not do them.  "And they tie up heavy loads, and lay them on 
men's shoulders; but they themselves are unwilling to move them with so much as a finger.  "But they do 
all their deeds to be noticed by men; for they broaden their phylacteries, and lengthen the tassels of their 
garments.  "And they love the place of honor at banquets, and the chief seats in the synagogues, and 
respectful greetings in the market places, and being called by men, Rabbi.  "But do not be called Rabbi; 
for One is your Teacher, and you are all brothers.  "And do not call anyone on earth your father; for One 
is your Father, He who is in heaven.  "And do not be called leaders; for One is your Leader, that is, Christ.  
"But the greatest among you shall be your servant.  "And whoever exalts himself shall be humbled; and 
whoever humbles himself shall be exalted. 

2. Jesus paid attention to others and thus should we.  Luke 5:27-28  And after that He went out, and 
noticed a tax-gatherer named Levi, sitting in the tax office, and He said to him, "Follow Me."  And he left 
everything behind, and rose and began to follow Him.  John 1:38  And Jesus turned, and beheld them 
following, and said to them, "What do you seek?" And they said to Him, "Rabbi (which translated means 
Teacher), where are You staying?" 

3. We need to pay attention to the great men of the Bible.  Luke 7:24-26  And when the messengers of 
John had left, He began to speak to the multitudes about John, "What did you go out into the wilderness 
to look at? A reed shaken by the wind?  "But what did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? 
Behold, those who are splendidly clothed and live in luxury are found in royal palaces.  "But what did you 
go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you, and one who is more than a prophet. 

4. We need to pay attention to His glory.  John 1:14  And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, 
and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

5. We need to pay attention to the Holy Spirit.  John 1:32  And John bore witness saying, "I have beheld 
the Spirit descending as a dove out of heaven, and He remained upon Him. (He didn't say, "get this stupid 
bird out of here") 

6. We need to pay attention to the harvest of souls.  John 4:35  "Do you not say, 'There are yet four 
months, and then comes the harvest'? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes, and look on the fields, that 
they are white for harvest. 

7. We need to pay attention to Christ's works.  John 11:45-46  Many therefore of the Jews, who had 
come to Mary and beheld what He had done, believed in Him.  But some of them went away to the 
Pharisees, and told them the things which Jesus had done. 
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8. We need to pay attention to where He is today.  Acts 1:11  and they also said, "Men of Galilee, why 
do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in 
just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven." 

9. We need to pay attention to the witnesses of Christ.  I Jn 1:1  What was from the beginning, what we 
have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we beheld and our hands handled, concerning the 
Word of Life  I Jn 4:12-14  No one has beheld God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in us, 
and His love is perfected in us.  By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has 
given us of His Spirit.  And we have beheld and bear witness that the Father has sent the Son to be the 
Savior of the world. 

10. If we pay attention to what we need to there will be little time left for self. 
 
Two Principles: 

1. Don't be a hypocrite.  (Eyes on men–treasures of men) 
2. Set your sights higher than earth.  (Beholding God–treasures of heaven) 

 
Hypocrisy: 
1. Can be in giving, prayer and fasting.  6:2,5,16 
2. Occurs when spiritually judging others.  Matt 7:5  "You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own 

eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye. 
3. Occurs when the words profess Christ, but the heart does not.  Matt 15:7-9  "You hypocrites, rightly 

did Isaiah prophesy of you, saying, 'This people honors Me with their lips, but their heart is far away from 
me.  'But in vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the precepts of men.'" 

4. Testing the Lord in His name is hypocrisy.  Matt 22:17-18  "Tell us therefore, what do You think? Is it 
lawful to give a poll-tax to Caesar, or not?"  But Jesus perceived their malice, and said, "Why are you 
testing Me, you hypocrites? 

5. Hypocrisy is costly.  Matt 24:50-51  the master of that slave will come on a day when he does not 
expect him and at an hour which he does not know, and shall cut him in pieces and assign him a place 
with the hypocrites; weeping shall be there and the gnashing of teeth. 

6. Hypocrites tend to analyze everything but the right thing.  Luke 12:56-57  "You hypocrites! You know 
how to analyze the appearance of the earth and the sky, but why do you not analyze this present time?  
"And why do you not even on your own initiative judge what is right? 

7. Hypocrisy places law over others, but seldom self.  Luke 13:14-15  And the synagogue official, 
indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, began saying to the multitude in response, "There 
are six days in which work should be done; therefore come during them and get healed, and not on the 
Sabbath day."  But the Lord answered him and said, "You hypocrites, does not each of you on the 
Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the stall, and lead him away to water him? 

8. Hypocrisy is one of the things that Jesus likes the least.  Matt 23:13-36 
 
Seeking the Approval of Man - Example 1:  Giving (V2-4) 
 
Matt 6:2 = Giving:  Don't Seek Honor from Men 
 
"When therefore you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and in the streets, that they may be honored by men. Truly I say to you, they have their 
reward in full. 
 
Matt 6:3 = Giving:  Don't Dwell On It 
 
"But when you give alms (ELE8MOSUN8 = mercy giving; only in Matthew, Luke and Acts), do not let your left 
hand know what your right hand is doing 
 
Matthew Henry's Commentary: 
Perhaps this alludes to the placing of the Corban, the poor man's box, or the chest into which they cast their free-
will offerings, on the right hand of the passage into the temple; so that they put their gifts into it with the right-
hand.  
 
Or the giving of alms with the right hand, intimates readiness to it and resolution in it; do it dexterously, not 
awkwardly nor with a sinister intention. The right hand may be used in helping the poor, lifting them up, writing for 
them, dressing their sores, and other ways besides giving to them; but, "whatever kindness thy right hand doeth 
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to the poor, let not thy left hand know it: conceal it as much as possible; industriously keep it private. Do it 
because it is a good work, not because it will give thee a good name." 
 
 That we must not let others know what we do; no, not those that stand at our left hand, that are very near us. 
Instead of acquainting them with it, keep it from them if possible; however, appear so desirous to keep it from 
them, as that in civility they may seem not to take notice of it, and keep it to themselves, and let it go no further. 
 
That we must not observe it too much ourselves: the left hand is a part of ourselves; we must not within 
ourselves take notice too much of the good we do, must not applaud and admire ourselves. Self-conceit 
and self-complacency, and an adoring of our own shadow, are branches of pride, as dangerous as vain-glory and 
ostentation before men. We find those had their good works remembered to their honour, who had themselves 
forgotten them: When saw we thee an hungered, or athirst? 
 
Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary: 
`So far from making a display of it, dwell not on it even in thine own thoughts, lest it minister to spiritual pride.' 
 
Barnes' Notes 
This is a proverbial expression, signifying that the action should be done as secretly as possible. The 
Hebrews often attribute actions to members which properly belong to persons. The encouragement for performing 
our acts of charity in secret is that it will be pleasing to God; that he will see the act, however secret it may be, and 
will openly reward it. 
 
Adam Clarke's Commentary: 
In many cases, works of charity must be hidden from even our nearest relatives, who, if they knew, would 
hinder us from doing what God has given us power and inclination to perform. We must go even further; 
and conceal them as far as is possible from ourselves, by not thinking of them, or eyeing them with complacency. 
They are given to God, and should be hidden in HIM. 
 
Matt 6:4 = Giving:  Don't Publish It 
 
that your alms may be in secret (KRUPTOS = veiled, hidden, secret); and your Father who sees in secret 
will repay you. 
 
Comment:  When you give (which includes helping the poor), don't do it for self-promotion and don't 

dwell on it.  (either in questioning whether it was right or in puffing up about it)  Phil 3:12-14  Not 
that I have already obtained it, or have already become perfect, but I press on in order that I may lay hold 
of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus.  Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid 
hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, I 
press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 
Hidden Things: 
1. Jesus was tested to promote Himself from an attitude of pride.  John 7:4  "For no one does anything 

in secret, when he himself seeks to be known publicly. If You do these things, show Yourself to the 
world."  John 7:10  But when His brothers had gone up to the feast, then He Himself also went up, not 
publicly, but as it were, in secret.  John 8:54 

2. Jesus was open and honest about who He was.  John 18:20  Jesus answered him, "I have spoken 
openly to the world; I always taught in synagogues, and in the temple, where all the Jews come together; 
and I spoke nothing in secret. 

3. True Judaism is first hidden in the heart which brings praise from God.  Rom 2:29  But he is a Jew 
who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter; and his 
praise is not from men, but from God. 

4. The Father misses nothing.  Matt 10:25-28  "It is enough for the disciple that he become as his teacher, 
and the slave as his master. If they have called the head of the house Beelzebul, how much more the 
members of his household!  "Therefore do not fear them, for there is nothing covered that will not be 
revealed, and hidden that will not be known.  "What I tell you in the darkness, speak in the light; and what 
you hear whispered in your ear, proclaim upon the housetops.  "And do not fear those who kill the body, 
but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 

5. One day all the "hidden things" of man will be judged.  Rom 2:14-16  For when Gentiles who do not 
have the Law do instinctively the things of the Law, these, not having the Law, are a law to themselves, in 
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that they show the work of the Law written in their hearts, their conscience bearing witness, and their 
thoughts alternately accusing or else defending them, on the day when, according to my gospel, God will 
judge the secrets of men through Christ Jesus.  1 Cor 4:5  Therefore do not go on passing judgment 
before the time, but wait until the Lord comes who will both bring to light the things hidden in the darkness 
and disclose the motives of men's hearts; and then each man's praise will come to him from God. 

6. So now we should leave behind the shameful "hidden things."  2 Cor 4:1-2  Therefore, since we 
have this ministry, as we received mercy, we do not lose heart, but we have renounced the things hidden 
because of shame, not walking in craftiness or adulterating the word of God, but by the manifestation of 
truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. 

7. And retain and nurture the good "hidden things."  1 Pet 3:3-4  And let not your adornment be merely 
external-- braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on dresses; but let it be the hidden 
person of the heart, with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight 
of God. 

 
Seeking the Approval of Man–Example 2:  Prayer (V5-15) 
 
Matt 6:5 = Prayer:  Principle #1:  Not For Show 
 
"And when you pray, you are not to be as the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the 
synagogues and on the street corners, in order to be seen (APS PHAINW = manifest, lit:  be shining to the 
men) by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward (MISTHOS = wage) in full. 
 
Summary: 
1. This "shining" could be angelic.  Matt 1:20  But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of the 

Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your 
wife; for that which has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.    

2. Or "starlike."  Matt 2:7  Then Herod secretly called the magi, and ascertained from them the time the 
star appeared.    

3. Or like a constellation.  Matt 24:30  and then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then 
all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky 
with power and great glory. 

4. Or even Christlike.  John 1:5  And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
comprehend it.    

5. Whatever it is, it is only for a short time.  James 4:14  Yet you do not know what your life will be like 
tomorrow. You are {just} a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away.   

6. You truly shine when you reject the world's system.  Phil 2:14-16  Do all things without grumbling or 
disputing; that you may prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach 
in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world, 
holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may have cause to glory because I did not run in 
vain nor toil in vain. 

 
Matt 6:6 = Principle #2:  Just Let God Know 
 
"But you, when you pray, go into your inner room (TAMEION = 4x; denotes any type of inner room w/o 
windows), and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who 
sees in secret will repay you. 
 
Summary: 
1. The inner room denotes a place of privacy.  Matt 24:26  "If therefore they say to you, `Behold, He is in 

the wilderness,' do not go forth, {or,} `Behold, He is in the inner rooms,' do not believe {them.}   
2. It also can denote a place where goods are stored.  Luke 12:24  "Consider the ravens, for they neither 

sow nor reap; and they have no storeroom nor barn; and {yet} God feeds them; how much more valuable 
you are than the birds! 

3. Instruction about Jesus is often done in a place of privacy, but it is not to be kept private.  Luke 
12:3  "Accordingly, whatever you have said in the dark shall be heard in the light, and what you have 
whispered in the inner rooms shall be proclaimed upon the housetops.  

4. Jesus is saying that prayer is between you and God.  (even when it is done in public) 
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Matt 6:7 = Principle #3:  Not Formulas 
 
"And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition (M8 + 2PL PAS BATTALOG8W = 
meaningless and mechanically repeated phrases; you all may not use…), as the Gentiles do, for they suppose 
that they will be heard for their many words. 
 
Summary: 
1. It is not the number of words that God looks for. 
2. It is not the speaking of the words that God looks for. 
3. It is not the sound of the words that God looks for. 
4. It is not the diction you use that God looks for. 
5. It is not the volume of the words that God looks for. 
6. It is not the complexity of the words that God looks for. 
7. It is not the beauty of the words that God looks for. 
8. It is not the clarity of the words that God looks for. 
9. It is not special words that He is looking for. 
10. It is the heart behind the words. 
11. Don't try to impress Him, just be humbled by Him. 
12. Don't try to manipulate Him, just submit to Him. 
 
Matt 6:8 = Principle #4:  Just Faith 
 
"Therefore do not be like them (the Gentiles); for your Father knows what you need, before you ask 
(AITEW = from inferior to superior) Him. 
 
Summary: 
1. He already knows our requests but expects us to ask.  Matt 7:7-8  "Ask, and it shall be given to you; 

seek, and you shall find; knock, and it shall be opened to you.  "For everyone who asks receives, and he 
who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it shall be opened. 

2. Answered prayer is related to our relationship with Him.  John 15:7  "If you abide in Me, and My 
words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it shall be done for you. 

3. He is able to do more than we can ask or even imagine.  Eph 3:20-21  Now to Him who is able to do 
exceeding abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us, to Him 
be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen. 

4. We must humbly ask and have faith in Him.  James 1:5-6  But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask 
of God, who gives to all men generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.  But let him ask 
in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea driven and tossed by the 
wind. 

5. Often prayers are not answered because of selfish motives.  James 4:2-4  You lust and do not have; 
so you commit murder. And you are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel. You do not have 
because you do not ask.  You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you 
may spend it on your pleasures.  You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is 
hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of 
God. 

6. He will answer prayer in accordance with His will.  I Jn 5:14-15 (A Mark of maturity is to accept His 
will and not try to impose ours)  And this is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask 
anything according to His will, He hears us.  And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we 
know that we have the requests which we have asked from Him. 

 
For Example: 
 
Matt 6:9 = The Lord's Prayer–Sanctify the Father 
 
"Pray (p.n. + 2Pl PAIMP PROSEUCHOMAI = have well in front of your face; you all pray), then (OUN = 
therefore, conclusion based on the four principles just taught), in this way (adv. HOUTWS = of manner, following 
the principles not the forms; not for show and not a formula, just focus and faith): 'Our Father who art in heaven 
(O Father of us, the {One} in the heavens), Hallowed be Thy name (3S APIMP HAGIADZW = to set apart for 
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God, make uncommon, not profane, The 3S is a command not to God, but to any within earshot; let Your name 
be sanctified). 
 
Summary: 
1. Notice Jesus speaks of "our" and not simply "My." 
2. This prayer is to the Father on behalf of others, asking Him to become uncommon in their life. 
3. If this were a formula, it would not work in English. 
4. We are to address the source of life. 
5. We are to address Him in a supernatural way. 
6. Whatever influence or authority He has given us we are to use to fulfill these principles. 
7. We are to call those under our sphere of influence or authority to make Him special in their life. 
 
Matt 6:10 = Submit to His Plan–Your Kingdom and Will be Done 
 
'Thy kingdom come (3S AAIMP ERCHOMAI = let Your kingdom come). Thy will be done (3S APIMP GINOMAI 
+ THEL8MA = let Your will come into existence), On earth as it is in heaven (as in heaven and upon earth). 
 
Summary: 
1. We are to call those under our sphere of influence and authority to pray for His kingdom to come.  

(Do we want ours??) 
2. We are to ask for His will to be done.  (Do we want our own will done?) 
3. To know God's will you must be willing to sacrifice yourself.  Rom 12:1-2  I urge you therefore, 

brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, 
which is your spiritual service of worship.  And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable 
and perfect. 

4. Doing God's will is a matter of the heart.  Eph 6:5-6  Slaves, be obedient to those who are your 
masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in the sincerity of your heart, as to Christ; not by 
way of eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart. 

5. It is God's will to not waste time, but to praise Him.  Eph 5:15-21  Therefore be careful how you walk, 
not as unwise men, but as wise, making the most of your time, because the days are evil.  So then do not 
be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.  And do not get drunk with wine, for that is 
dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord; always giving thanks for all things in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father; and be subject to one another in the fear of Christ. 

6. Adjusting to His will is essential to our prayers.  I Jn 5:14  And this is the confidence which we have 
before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 

7. God's will is to do right no matter the circumstances.  1 Pet 2:15  For such is the will of God that by 
doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish men. 

8. Decide to do His will no matter the earthly consequences.  1 Pet 4:1-2  Therefore, since Christ has 
suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same purpose, because he who has suffered in the 
flesh has ceased from sin, so as to live the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for the lusts of men, but 
for the will of God. 

 
Matt 6:11 = Ask for Provision for One Another 
 
'Give us this day our daily bread (2S AAIMP DIDWMI = Lit: the bread of us, the daily {bread}, give to us today). 
 
Summary: 
1. This prayer for sustenance is in the context of setting Him apart, pursuing His Kingdom and His 

will. 
2. This is an obvious reference to physical sustenance. 
3. The only figurative use of bread in the NT is of Christ's body.  John 6:48-51  "I am the bread of life.  

"Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died.  "This is the bread which comes down out 
of heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die.  "I am the living bread that came down out of heaven; if 
anyone eats of this bread, he shall live forever; and the bread also which I shall give for the life of the 
world is My flesh." 

4. Therefore this prayer is also a request for everyone to have a daily piece of the Living Word.  1 
Cor 10:16-17  Is not the cup of blessing which we bless a sharing in the blood of Christ? Is not the bread 
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which we break a sharing in the body of Christ?  Since there is one bread, we who are many are one 
body; for we all partake of the one bread. 

5. The Lord's Table is to corporately remind us.  1 Cor 11:23-24  For I received from the Lord that which 
I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in the night in which He was betrayed took bread; and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it, and said, "This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of 
Me." 

 
Matt 6:12 = Prayer for Forgiveness 
 
'And forgive us our debts (2S AAIMP APHI8MI = take away + OPHEIL8MA = that which is legally due, owed), 
as we (ourselves) also have forgiven (AAI APHI8MI) our debtors (OPHEILET8S = owe a legal debt to us). 
 
Summary: 
1. This statement is an expression of a true love for one another. 
2. It is not just asking for God's mercy, but is putting us on the spot to be fair and gracious in our 

own life. 
3. Human "forgiveness" is to be strictly analogous to divine "forgiveness. 
4. A person who tries to work for their salvation is facing an insurmountable debt to pay.  Rom 4:4-5  

Now to the one who works, his wage is not reckoned as a favor, but as what is due.  But to the one who 
does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as righteousness, 

5. The debt could only be paid by keeping the entire Law.  Gal 5:3  And I testify again to every man who 
receives circumcision, that he is under obligation to keep the whole Law. 

6. In the spiritual realm, one debt is just a great as another.  Luke 13:3-5  "I tell you, no, but unless you 
repent, you will all likewise perish.  "Or do you suppose that those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam 
fell and killed them, were worse culprits (debtors) than all the men who live in Jerusalem?  "I tell you, no, 
but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish." 

7. Our debt to the Father includes the penalty for sin, so we must ask Him to take it away.  (It is a 
spiritual declaration of bankruptcy-goes against human pride)  Matt 18:21-35  21  Then Peter came 
and said to Him, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?"  
22  Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.  23  "For 
this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a certain king who wished to settle accounts with 
his slaves.  24  "And when he had begun to settle them, there was brought to him one who owed him ten 
thousand talents.  25  "But since he did not have the means to repay, his lord commanded him to be sold, 
along with his wife and children and all that he had, and repayment to be made.  26  "The slave therefore 
falling down, prostrated himself before him, saying, 'Have patience with me, and I will repay you 
everything.'  27  "And the lord of that slave felt compassion and released him and forgave him the debt.  
28  "But that slave went out and found one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and he 
seized him and began to choke him, saying, 'Pay back what you owe.'  29  "So his fellow slave fell down 
and began to entreat him, saying, 'Have patience with me and I will repay you.'  30  "He was unwilling 
however, but went and threw him in prison until he should pay back what was owed.  31  "So when his 
fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were deeply grieved and came and reported to their lord all 
that had happened.  32  "Then summoning him, his lord said to him, 'You wicked slave, I forgave you all 
that debt because you entreated me.  33  'Should you not also have had mercy on your fellow slave, even 
as I had mercy on you?' 34  "And his lord, moved with anger, handed him over to the torturers until he 
should repay all that was owed him.  35  "So shall My heavenly Father also do to you, if each of you does 
not forgive his brother from your heart." 

8. We "owe" the Lord to treat others like He has treated us and thus take the offer of forgiveness to 
everyone.  Rom 1:14-16  I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to 
the foolish.  Thus, for my part, I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome.  For I am 
not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew 
first and also to the Greek. 

9. We do not "owe" our flesh anything, but we "owe" the Holy Spirit.  Rom 8:11-13  But if the Spirit of 
Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also 
give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you.  So then, brethren, we are under 
obligation, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh--for if you are living according to the flesh, you 
must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 

10. Ministry to other Believers is often a reciprocal relationship.  (not the sole reason)  Rom 15:27  
Yes, they were pleased to do so, and they are indebted to them. For if the Gentiles have shared in their 
spiritual things, they are indebted to minister to them also in material things. 
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Matt 6:13 = Prayer for Guidance 
 
'And do not lead us (M8 + 2S AAS EISPHERW = carry into = may you not carry us into) into temptation 
(PEIRASMOS = testing or temptation; i.e. that which we won't handle; not that we can or cannot, but won't), but 
deliver (2S AMIMP RHUOMAI = rescue, similar to SODZW but RHUOMAI emphasizes a rescue from the midst 
of something, while sodzo is a preservation from something) us from evil (d.a. + PON8ROS = from the evil 
[one]). [{this part not in any early mss.}For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.]' 
 
O Father of us, the {One} in the heavens; 
Let Your name be sanctified; 
Let Your kingdom come; 
Let Your will come into existence, 
As in heaven and upon earth; 
The bread of us, the daily {bread}, give to us today; 
And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors 
And may you not carry us into temptation, 
But rescue us from the evil one. 
 
Summary: 
1. Whether a given circumstance is a test or temptation is often just a matter of perspective. 

A. A temptation is an enticement to sin and/or evil. 
B. A test is an enticement to good. 
C. A temptation is always a test. 
D. A test is always a temptation. 

2. We are to pray that we do not succumb to temptation.  Matt 26:40-41  And He came to the disciples 
and found them sleeping, and said to Peter, "So, you men could not keep watch with Me for one hour?  
"Keep watching and praying, that you may not enter into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is 
weak." 

3. You will face no temptation that cannot be overcome.  1 Cor 10:13-14  No temptation has overtaken 
you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what 
you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, that you may be able to endure 
it.  Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. 

4. The temptation to wealth is a root of all kinds of evil.  1 Tim 6:9-10  (It is what the world has to 
offer)  But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful 
desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction.  For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, 
and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith, and pierced themselves with many a 
pang. 

5. It is unwise to put God to the test through disobedience.  Heb 3:8-9  Do not harden your hearts as 
when they provoked Me, as in the day of trial in the wilderness, Where your fathers tried me by testing 
me, and saw My works for forty years. 

6. Joy is the proper attitude to have when encountering various trials.  James 1:2-4  (Worldly joy is 
bred by what we see or can see in the near future.  Divine joy is bred by faith in the One who holds 
the future.)  Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing 
of your faith produces endurance.  And let endurance have its perfect result, that you may be perfect and 
complete, lacking in nothing. 

7. Rejoice now over your future with God.  1 Pet 1:3-9  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled 
and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are protected by the power of God through faith 
for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little 
while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, that the proof of your faith, being more 
precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and 
glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and 
though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of 
glory, obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls. 

8. God permits testing so that we can learn to praise Him in the midst of any circumstance.  1 Pet 
4:12-13  Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your 
testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you; but to the degree that you share the 
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sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing; so that also at the revelation of His glory, you may rejoice with 
exultation. 

9. The Lord can rescue you from temptation.  2 Pet 2:7-9  and if He rescued righteous Lot, oppressed by 
the sensual conduct of unprincipled men (for by what he saw and heard that righteous man, while living 
among them, felt his righteous soul tormented day after day with their lawless deeds), then the Lord 
knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the 
day of judgment, 

10. God will keep His church from the greatest hour of testing that the earth will ever face.  Rev 3:10-
11  'Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from the hour of testing, 
that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell upon the earth.  'I am 
coming quickly; hold fast what you have, in order that no one take your crown. 

 
Matt 6:14 = Footnote 1 
 
"For if you forgive men for their transgressions (PARAPTOMA = from parapiptw = a falling alongside, a false 
step, blunder; a deviation from uprightness and truth), your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 
 
Matt 6:15 = Footnote 2 
 
"But if you do not forgive men, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions. 
 
Summary: 
1. Forgiveness of others is essential to our prayer life.  Mark 11:25  "And whenever you stand praying, 

forgive, if you have anything against anyone; so that your Father also who is in heaven may forgive you 
your transgressions. 

2. Transgressions refer to conscious sins.  Rom 5:15-21  But the free gift is not like the transgression. 
For if by the transgression of the one the many died, much more did the grace of God and the gift by the 
grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abound to the many.  And the gift is not like that which came through 
the one who sinned; for on the one hand the judgment arose from one transgression resulting in 
condemnation, but on the other hand the free gift arose from many transgressions resulting in 
justification.  For if by the transgression of the one, death reigned through the one, much more those who 
receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus 
Christ.  So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, even so through 
one act of righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men.  For as through the one man's 
disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the One the many will be 
made righteous.  And the Law came in that the transgression might increase; but where sin increased, 
grace abounded all the more, that, as sin reigned in death, even so grace might reign through 
righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

3. If we are expected to forgive those who consciously sin against us, then it logically follows we are 
to forgive those who do not realize they have sinned against us.  Cf Heb 12:15 

4. Our transgressions rendered us dead.  Eph 2:1-10  And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in 
which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of 
the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.  Among them we too all formerly lived 
in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of 
wrath, even as the rest.  But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 
even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have 
been saved), and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus, 
in order that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us 
in Christ Jesus.  For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift 
of God; not as a result of works, that no one should boast.  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

5. These transgressions created a debt which we could not pay, so Christ did it for us.  Col 2:13-14  
And when you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive 
together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions, having canceled out the certificate of debt 
consisting of decrees against us and which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having 
nailed it to the cross. 

6. This payment for our sins demonstrated the riches of His grace.  Eph 1:7-8  In Him we have 
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace, 
which He lavished upon us. In all wisdom and insight 
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7. Let us never forget that our transgressions put Jesus on the cross.  Rom 4:25  He who was 
delivered up because of our transgressions, and was raised because of our justification. 

8. Let us never forget that reconciliation is our ministry as an Ambassador for Jesus Christ.  2 Cor 
5:18-21  Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ, and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation, namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting 
their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.  Therefore, we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God were entreating through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be 
reconciled to God.  He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him.  Rom 15:7  Wherefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us 
to the glory of God. 

9. Let us bear one another's burdens.  Gal 6:1-4  Brethren, even if a man is caught in any trespass, you 
who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, lest you too be 
tempted.  Bear one another's burdens, and thus fulfill the law of Christ.  For if anyone thinks he is 
something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.  But let each one examine his own work, and then he 
will have reason for boasting in regard to himself alone, and not in regard to another. 

 
Seeking the Approval of Man - Example 3:  Fasting (Matt 6:16-18)  
 
Matt 6:16 = Fasting:  Not for Show 
 
"And whenever (HOTAN = "when" not "if") you fast (PAS N8STEUW = to not eat food), do not put on a 
gloomy (word means to make themselves out to look like they are dying-Js 4:14) face as the hypocrites do, for 
they neglect their appearance in order to be seen fasting by men. Truly (AMEN) I say to you, they have 
their reward in full. 
 
Summary: 
1. When, not if. 
2. Don’t do it to be seen by men or impress men with your piety. 
3. It is the Attitude coupled with the Action that makes for True spiritual fasting. 
 
Matt 6:17 = Fasting:  Where Is the Heart? 
 
"But you, when you fast, anoint your head, and wash your face 
 
Summary: 
1. Do it the opposite of the Pharisees. 
2. Counter the current cultural religious actions quietly with non-compliance and the right attitude. 
3. You will probably be labeled a sinner or heretic. 
 
Matt 6:18 = Fasting:  Who Is at the Heart? 
 
so that you may not be seen fasting by men, but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who 
sees in secret will repay you. 
 
Summary: 
1. Fasting was designed so that the person could focus on their relationship with God, not so that 

one could impress men. 
2. Simply going without a meal does not count.  Miss a portion of your physical bread in order to 

partake of your spiritual bread.  (Give us this day our daily bread)  
3. True fasting is a rewarding activity. 
 
Fasting:  (Going without food or drink voluntarily, generally for religious purposes. Fasting, however, could also 
be done for other reasons. It was sometimes done as a sign of distress, grief, or repentance.)  
1. The Mosaic Law specifically required fasting for only one occasion-- the Day of Atonement.  This 

is recorded as "humbling (afflict, bow) one's soul" in Lev 16:29; 23:32 and Num 29:7, so the 
original intent of fasting was an issue of attitude.  This custom resulted in calling this day "the day 
of fasting" (Jer. 36:6) or "the Fast" (Acts 27:9). 

2. The first recorded fast was when Moses did not eat bread or drink water during the 40 days and 40 
nights he was on Mount Sinai receiving the law (Ex. 34:28).  
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3. There were voluntary group fasts during time of war. 
A. Between the Benjamites and other Israelites. (Judges 20:26)  
B. When Samuel gathered the people to Mizpah during the Philistine wars.  (1 Sam. 7:6) 
C. Jehoshaphat called for a fast in all Israel when opposed by the Moabites and Ammonites.  

(2 Chr. 20:3) 
4. Fasting occurred when with faced with danger or destruction.   

A. Those about to return with Ezra from the Captivity fasted at the river of Ahava in the face 
of the dangers faced on the journey (Ezra 8:21,23).  

B. Esther and the Jews of Shushan (or Susa) fasted when faced with the destruction planned 
by Haman (Esth. 4:3,16; 9:31). 

5. Fasting occurred during times of distress or grief.  
A. A seven-day fast was held when the bones of Saul and his sons were buried (1 Sam. 31:13; 

1 Chr. 10:12).  
B. David fasted after hearing that Saul and Jonathan were dead (2 Sam. 1:12).  
C. Nehemiah fasted and prayed upon learning that Jerusalem had remained in ruins since its 

destruction (Neh. 1:4).  
D. Darius, the king of Persia, fasted all night after placing Daniel in the lions' den (Dan. 6:18). 

6. Fasting was also used to commemorate special dates such as during the 70 years of the exilic 
period on the fifth and the seventh months, the date the siege of Jerusalem began and the date 
when Jerusalem fell to the Babylonians (Zech. 7:5).   

7. Fasting was used to evaluate and repent from sinful ways. Jon. 3:5  
8. Fasting was not a ritual which guaranteed the desires of those who fasted.  Isaiah 58:1-11  1  "Cry 

loudly, do not hold back; raise your voice like a trumpet, and declare to My people their transgression, 
and to the house of Jacob their sins.  2  "Yet they seek me day by day, and delight to know My ways, as a 
nation that has done righteousness, and has not forsaken the ordinance of their God. They ask me for 
just decisions, they delight in the nearness of God.  3  'Why have we fasted and Thou dost not see? Why 
have we humbled ourselves and Thou dost not notice?' Behold, on the day of your fast you find your 
desire, and drive hard all your workers.  4  "Behold, you fast for contention and strife and to strike with a 
wicked fist. You do not fast like you do today to make your voice heard on high.  5  "Is it a fast like this 
which I choose, a day for a man to humble himself? Is it for bowing one's head like a reed, and for 
spreading out sackcloth and ashes as a bed? Will you call this a fast, even an acceptable day to the 
LORD?  6  "Is this not the fast which I choose, to loosen the bonds of wickedness, to undo the bands of 
the yoke, and to let the oppressed go free, and break every yoke?  7  "Is it not to divide your bread with 
the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into the house; when you see the naked, to cover him; and not 
to hide yourself from your own flesh?  8  "Then your light will break out like the dawn, and your recovery 
will speedily spring forth; and your righteousness will go before you; the glory of the LORD will be your 
rear guard.  9  "Then you will call, and the LORD will answer; you will cry, and He will say, 'Here I am.' If 
you remove the yoke from your midst, the pointing of the finger, and speaking wickedness,  10  And if you 
give yourself to the hungry, and satisfy the desire of the afflicted, then your light will rise in darkness, and 
your gloom will become like midday.  11  "And the LORD will continually guide you, and satisfy your 
desire in scorched places, and give strength to your bones; and you will be like a watered garden, and 
like a spring of water whose waters do not fail. 

9. Except for the Day of Atonement, fasting was always a voluntary matter prior to the Church Age. 
10. Uses of fasting in the New Testament. 

A. Waiting for the coming Messiah.  Luke 2:36-38  And there was a prophetess, Anna the 
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with a 
husband seven years after her marriage, and then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. And she 
never left the temple, serving night and day with fastings and prayers.  And at that very moment 
she came up and began giving thanks to God, and continued to speak of Him to all those who 
were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

B. Praying for national repentance.  Mark 2:18 (John's fast) 
C. Preparation for spiritual battle.  Matt. 4:2  
D. Seeking Divine Guidance.  Acts 10:30; 13:2,3  Cornelius was fasting at the time of his vision. 
E. The church in Antioch fasted and sent Paul and Barnabas off on the first missionary journey with 

fasting and prayer. 
F. Appointing spiritual offices.  Acts 14:21-23  And after they had preached the gospel to that city 

and had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, 
strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying, 
"Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God."  And when they had appointed 
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elders for them in every church, having prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord in 
whom they had believed. 

11. Jesus saw "fasting" primarily to be a time of "mourning."  Matt 9:14-15  Then the disciples of John 
came to Him, saying, "Why do we and the Pharisees fast, but Your disciples do not fast?"  And Jesus said 
to them, "The attendants of the bridegroom cannot mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them, can 
they? But the days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast. 

12. Fasting and prayer may at times be more important than sexual intercourse between husband and 
wife.  1 Cor. 7:5 

13. Ritualistic acts do not impress the Lord.  Luke 18:11-13  "The Pharisee stood and was praying thus to 
himself, 'God, I thank Thee that I am not like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this 
tax-gatherer.  'I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.'  "But the tax-gatherer, standing some 
distance away, was even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, 'God, 
be merciful to me, the sinner!' 

14. Involuntary fasts undergone for the cause of Christ are viewed are undeserved sufferings and will 
be eternally rewarded.  2 Cor 6:1-12  1  And working together with Him, we also urge you not to receive 
the grace of God in vain--  2  for He says, "At the acceptable time I listened to you, and on the day of 
salvation I helped you"; behold, now is "the acceptable time," behold, now is "the day of salvation"-  3  
giving no cause for offense in anything, in order that the ministry be not discredited,  4  but in everything 
commending ourselves as servants of God, in much endurance, in afflictions, in hardships, in distresses,  
5  in beatings, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, in hunger,  6  in purity, in 
knowledge, in patience, in kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in genuine love,  7  in the word of truth, in the 
power of God; by the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and the left,  8  by glory and dishonor, 
by evil report and good report; regarded as deceivers and yet true;  9  as unknown yet well-known, as 
dying yet behold, we live; as punished yet not put to death,  10  as sorrowful yet always rejoicing, as poor 
yet making many rich, as having nothing yet possessing all things.  11  Our mouth has spoken freely to 
you, O Corinthians, our heart is opened wide.  12  You are not restrained by us, but you are restrained in 
your own affections.  2 Cor 11:26-28  I have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers 
from robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in 
the wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among false brethren;  I have been in labor and hardship, 
through many sleepless nights, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure.  Apart from 
such external things, there is the daily pressure upon me of concern for all the churches. 

 
Three Major Points of this Section: 
1. He is not looking at the amount we give but at the generosity of the heart. 
2. He is not swayed by the words we use but by the love in our heart.  
3. He is not impressed with the face we put on but with the humility of the heart. 
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Matt 6:19-24 
Treasures in Heaven 

 
3. Jesus' Ministry Flowers:  Year Two  30-31 A.D. 

A. The Sermon on the Mount 
1). Lord of the Sabbath  Matt 12:1-8; Mark 2:23-28; Luke 6:1-5 
2). A Crippled Hand  Matt 12:9-15a; Mark 3:1-7a; Luke 6:6-11 (8-35MM) 
3). Choosing the Twelve  Matt 4:24-25; 10:2-4; 12:15b-21 Mark 3:7b-19b; Luke 6:12-19 
4). Teaching on the Mountain  Matt 5:1-12; Luke 6:20-26 
5). Salt of the Earth  Matt 5:13-20 
6). Right to the Heart  Matt 5:21-37 
7). Love Your Enemies  Matt 5:38-48; Luke 6:27-36 
8). No Parading of Good Deeds  Matt 6:1-18 
9). Treasures in Heaven  Matt 6:19-24 

 
Matt 6:19 = The Letter of the "Law" 
 
"Do not lay up for yourselves treasures (M8 + 2 Pl. PAIMP TH8SAURIDZW = to put in a place of safekeeping; 
causative + TH8SAUROS; M8 + PAIMP = stop doing it) upon earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where 
thieves break in and steal. 
 
Summary: 
1. Treasures on earth are destructible and subject to loss. 
2. James 4:13-14  Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow, we shall go to such and such a city, and 

spend a year there and engage in business and make a profit."  Yet you do not know what your life will be 
like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes (is destroyed) away. 

 
Matt 6:20 = The Contrast and Reasons 
 
"But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves 
do not break in or steal; 
 
Comment:  Treasures in heaven are indestructible and not subject to loss. 
 
Matt 6:21  = The Spirit of the "Law" 
 
for where your treasure (goal) is, there will your heart (motivation) be also. 
 
Summary: 
1. What drives us in this life???? 
2. Fame, Fortune, Power, Pleasure???? 
 
Matt 6:22 = Where Is Your Focus? 
 
"The lamp (LUCHNOS = hand-held lamp fed by oil) of the body is the eye; if therefore your eye is clear 
(HAPLOS = single, in sense of purpose), your whole body will be full (HOLOS) of light. 
 
Matt 6:23 = Wandering In the Dark? 
 
"But if your eye is bad (PONEROS), your whole body will be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in 
you is darkness, how great is the darkness! 
 
Matt 6:24 = Decision Time 
 
"No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will hold to one 
and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon (MAMONAS = a common Aramaic word for 
"riches," akin to a Hebrew word signifying "to be firm, steadfast" (whence "Amen"), hence, "that which is to be 
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trusted"; Gesenius regards it as derived from a Heb. word signifying "treasure"; it is personified in (Matt. 6:24; 
Luke 16:9,11,13). 
 
Summary:. 
1. Jesus says, choose your master and you may only have one. 
2. Ask:  What drives me most of the time?  That is your master. 
3. Fame, Fortune, Power, Pleasure. 
4. Anything gained from the pursuit of these things is subject to destruction and theft.  Want some 

real job security?? 
 
Treasures–(Letting Him use what He has entrusted you with): 
1. Moses is a wonderful example of seeking heavenly treasures instead of earthly ones.  Heb 11:24-

26  By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; choosing 
rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God, than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin; 
considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the 
reward. 

2. A focus on the treasures of earth misses out on the treasures of heaven.  Matt 19:21  Jesus said to 
him, "If you wish to be complete, go and sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you shall have 
treasure in heaven; and come, follow me." 

3. This present heavens and earth are being stored up for the final fire of judgment.  2 Pet 3:7-8  But 
the present heavens and earth by His word are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and 
destruction of ungodly men.  But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord 
one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 

4. A richness of relationship with God should take precedence in our lives.  Luke 12:16-21  And He 
told them a parable, saying, "The land of a certain rich man was very productive.  "And he began 
reasoning to himself, saying, 'What shall I do, since I have no place to store my crops?'  "And he said, 
'This is what I will do: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain 
and my goods.  'And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years to come; 
take your ease, eat, drink and be merry."'  "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your soul is 
required of you; and now who will own what you have prepared?'  "So is the man who lays up treasure for 
himself, and is not rich toward God." 

5. The fruit we bring forth is evidence of the status of the heart.  Luke 6:44-45  "For each tree is known 
by its own fruit. For men do not gather figs from thorns, nor do they pick grapes from a briar bush.  "The 
good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth what is good; and the evil man out of the evil 
treasure brings forth what is evil; for his mouth speaks from that which fills his heart. 

6. The treasures of true knowledge, understanding and wisdom are found in the person of Jesus 
Christ. Col 2:1-3  For I want you to know how great a struggle I have on your behalf, and for those who 
are at Laodicea, and for all those who have not personally seen my face, that their hearts may be 
encouraged, having been knit together in love, and attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full 
assurance of understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God's mystery, that is, Christ Himself, in 
whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

7. Wise men bring their treasures to the King.  Matt 2:10-11  And when they saw the star, they rejoiced 
exceedingly with great joy.  And they came into the house and saw the Child with Mary His mother; and 
they fell down and worshiped Him; and opening their treasures they presented to Him gifts of gold and 
frankincense and myrrh. 

8. As a disciple you bring your treasures to the kingdom.  Matt 13:52  And He said to them, "Therefore 
every scribe who has become a disciple of the kingdom of heaven is like a head of a household, who 
brings forth out of his treasure things new and old." 

9. Using your treasure for good battles evil.  Matt 12:32-37  "And whoever shall speak a word against 
the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him; but whoever shall speak against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be 
forgiven him, either in this age, or in the age to come.  "Either make the tree good, and its fruit good; or 
make the tree bad, and its fruit bad; for the tree is known by its fruit.  "You brood of vipers, how can you, 
being evil, speak what is good? For the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart.  "The good man out 
of his good treasure brings forth what is good; and the evil man out of his evil treasure brings forth what is 
evil.  "And I say to you, that every careless word that men shall speak, they shall render account for it in 
the day of judgment.  "For by your words you shall be justified, and by your words you shall be 
condemned." 

10. The eternal treasure of God's light is first stored in our bodies.  2 Cor 4:6-8  For God, who said, 
"Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 
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knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.  But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the 
surpassing greatness of the power may be of God and not from ourselves; we are afflicted in every way, 
but not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; 

11. God's riches focus on His grace.  Rom 2:4-6  Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and 
forbearance and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance?  But because 
of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and 
revelation of the righteous judgment of God, who will render to every man according to his deeds: 

12. We are to respond to His grace by systematically giving back to Him.  1 Cor 16:2  On the first day of 
every week let each one of you put aside and save, as he may prosper, that no collections be made when 
I come. 

13. We are to pass on God's treasures to our children.  2 Cor 12:14-15  Here for this third time I am ready 
to come to you, and I will not be a burden to you; for I do not seek what is yours, but you; for children are 
not responsible to save up for their parents, but parents for their children.  And I will most gladly spend 
and be expended for your souls. If I love you the more, am I to be loved the less? 

14. The "Last Days" is marked in part by its focus on personal human treasures.  James 5:1-7  Come 
now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries which are coming upon you.  Your riches have rotted and 
your garments have become moth-eaten.  Your gold and your silver have rusted; and their rust will be a 
witness against you and will consume your flesh like fire. It is in the last days that you have stored up your 
treasure!  Behold, the pay of the laborers who mowed your fields, and which has been withheld by you, 
cries out against you; and the outcry of those who did the harvesting has reached the ears of the Lord of 
Sabaoth.  You have lived luxuriously on the earth and led a life of wanton pleasure; you have fattened 
your hearts in a day of slaughter.  You have condemned and put to death the righteous man; he does not 
resist you.  Be patient, therefore, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. Behold, the farmer waits for the 
precious produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it gets the early and late rains. 

15. God's kingdom is worth all our labor and wealth.  Matt 13:44  "The kingdom of heaven is like a 
treasure hidden in the field, which a man found and hid; and from joy over it he goes and sells all that he 
has, and buys that field. 
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Matt 6:25-34; Luke 12:22b-31 
A Father’s Care 

 
3. Jesus' Ministry Flowers:  Year Two  30-31 A.D. 

A. The Sermon on the Mount 
1). Lord of the Sabbath  Matt 12:1-8; Mark 2:23-28; Luke 6:1-5 
2). A Crippled Hand  Matt 12:9-15a; Mark 3:1-7a; Luke 6:6-11 (8-35MM) 
3). Choosing the Twelve  Matt 4:24-25; 10:2-4; 12:15b-21 Mark 3:7b-19b; Luke 6:12-19 
4). Teaching on the Mountain  Matt 5:1-12; Luke 6:20-26 
5). Salt of the Earth  Matt 5:13-20 
6). Right to the Heart  Matt 5:21-37 
7). Love Your Enemies  Matt 5:38-48; Luke 6:27-36 
8). No Parading of Good Deeds  Matt 6:1-18 
9). Treasures in Heaven  Matt 6:19-24 
10). A Father's Care  Matt 6:25-34; Luke 12:22b-31 

 
Matt 6:25 = The Problem:  Anxious about Food, Drink, Clothing  (Luke 12:22-23) 
 
"For this reason I say to you, do not be anxious for your life, as to what you shall eat, or what you shall 
drink; nor for your body, as to what you shall put on. Is not life more than food, and the body than 
clothing? 
 
Luke 12:22-23  And He said to His disciples, "For this reason I say to you, do not be anxious for your life, as to 
what you shall eat; nor for your body, as to what you shall put on.  23"For life is more than food, and the body 
than clothing. 
 
Matt 6:26 = The Solution:  Look what God Does about Food  (Luke 12:24) 
 
"Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns, and yet 
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth much more than they? 
 
Luke 12:24  "Consider the ravens, for they neither sow nor reap; and they have no storeroom nor barn; and yet 
God feeds them; how much more valuable you are than the birds! 
 
Matt 6:27 = Can You Lengthen your Life??  (Luke 12:25-26) 
 
"And which of you by being anxious can add a single cubit to his life's span? 
 
Luke 12:25-26  25 "And which of you by being anxious can add a single cubit to his life's span?  26  "If then you 
cannot do even a very little thing, why are you anxious about other matters? 
 
Matt 6:28 = The Solution:  Look What God Does about Clothing 
 
"And why are you anxious about clothing? Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not toil nor do 
they spin, 
 
Matt 6:29 = Fine Clothing Too  (Luke 12:27) 
 
yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory did not clothe himself like one of these. 
 
Luke 12:27  "Consider the lilies, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin; but I tell you, even Solomon in all his 
glory did not clothe himself like one of these. 
 
Matt 6:30 = The Problem Is an Issue of Faith  (Luke 12:28) 
 
"But if God so arrays the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, 
will He not much more do so for you, O men of little faith? 
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Luke 12:28  "But if God so arrays the grass in the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the 
furnace, how much more will He clothe you, O men of little faith! 
 
Matt 6:31 = The Command  (Luke 12:29) 
 
"Do not be anxious then, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'With what shall we 
clothe ourselves?' 
 
Luke 12:29  "And do not seek what you shall eat, and what you shall drink, and do not keep worrying. 
 
Comment:  Why do people care more about the overt commands, whether or not to fast, form to use in 

prayer rather than commands like this one and "fear not"?? 
 
Matt 6:32 = The Focus  (Luke 12:30) 
 
"For all these things the Gentiles eagerly seek; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these 
things. 
 
Luke 12:30  "For all these things the nations of the world eagerly seek; but your Father knows that you need 
these things. 
 
Comment:  Focus on the supplier 
 
Matt 6:33 = The Sequence  (Luke 12:31) 
 
"But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you. 
 
Luke 12:31  "But seek for His kingdom, and these things shall be added to you. 
 
Matt 6:34 = The Present 
 
"Therefore do not be anxious for tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble 
of its own. 
 
Valid Anxieties: 
1. Concern for your spouse.  1 Cor 7:32-34  But I want you to be free from concern. One who is 

unmarried is concerned about the things of the Lord, how he may please the Lord; but one who is married 
is concerned about the things of the world, how he may please his wife, and his interests are divided. And 
the woman who is unmarried, and the virgin, is concerned about the things of the Lord, that she may be 
holy both in body and spirit; but one who is married is concerned about the things of the world, how she 
may please her husband. 

2. Concern for other members of the local Body.  1 Cor 12:25  that there should be no division in the 
body, but that the members should have the same care for one another. 

3. Concern for God's people.  2 Cor 11:28  Apart from such external things, there is the daily pressure 
upon me of concern for all the churches. 

4. Concerned action for other members of the Body.  Phil 2:19-20  But I hope in the Lord Jesus to send 
Timothy to you shortly, so that I also may be encouraged when I learn of your condition.  For I have no 
one else of kindred spirit who will genuinely be concerned for your welfare. 

 
Invalid Anxieties: 
1. Anxiety that comes from worldly pursuits.  Matt 13:22  "And the one on whom seed was sown among 

the thorns, this is the man who hears the word, and the worry of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches 
choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.  Mark 4:19 and the worries of the world, and the deceitfulness 
of riches, and the desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.   Luke 
8:14  "And the {seed} which fell among the thorns, these are the ones who have heard, and as they go on 
their way they are choked with worries and riches and pleasures of {this} life, and bring no fruit to 
maturity.  

2. Anxiety that comes from a confrontation with evil.  Matt 10:17-20  "But beware of men; for they will 
deliver you up to the courts, and scourge you in their synagogues; and you shall even be brought before 
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governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles.  "But when they deliver you 
up, do not become anxious about how or what you will speak; for it shall be given you in that hour what 
you are to speak.  "For it is not you who speak, but it is the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you. 

3. Anxiety that comes from service to the Lord at the expense of a closer relationship with Him.  
Luke 10:40-42  But Martha was distracted with all her preparations; and she came up to Him, and said, 
"Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me to do all the serving alone? Then tell her to help me."  
But the Lord answered and said to her, "Martha, Martha, you are worried and bothered about so many 
things; but only a few things are necessary, really only one, for Mary has chosen the good part, which 
shall not be taken away from her." 

4. Anxiety faced in the last generation.  (The last generation must be especially on guard against 
worldly anxieties)  Luke 21:34-35  "Be on guard, that your hearts may not be weighted down with 
dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of life, and that day come on you suddenly like a trap; for it 
will come upon all those who dwell on the face of all the earth. 

 
The Solution to Anxiety 
1. Anxiety is to be handled with prayer.  Phil 4:6-8  Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer 

and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, 
which surpasses all comprehension, shall guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  Finally, 
brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, let your mind dwell 
on these things. 

2. It is a prayer for humility, faith, and accepting God's love.  1 Pet 5:6-7  Humble yourselves, therefore, 
under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time, casting all your anxiety upon 
Him, because He cares for you. 

3. Then it involves an ongoing focus on His Kingdom and His righteousness.  Matt 6:34-35 (anxiety is 
not part of His righteousness-why is this sin of lack of faith not viewed by mankind as just as damaging as 
immoral sins) 

4. Satan seeks to devour you through anxiety.  1 Pet 5:8  Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your 
adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 

 
Seeking His Kingdom: 
1. Realize:  

A. That the Lord first sought us out.  Luke 19:10  "For the Son of Man has come to seek and to 
save that which was lost." 

B. That the Lord sought out the straying sheep.  Matt 18:12  "What do you think? If any man has 
a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the 
mountains and go and search for the one that is straying? 

C. That the Father seeks those who will worship Him in spirit and truth.  John 4:23-24 "But an 
hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth; 
for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers.  "God is spirit, and those who worship 
Him must worship in spirit and truth." 

D. That there is only a narrow entry into His Kingdom, so finding it has to be an issue of faith.  
Luke 13:23-24  And someone said to Him, "Lord, are there just a few who are being saved?" And 
He said to them, "Strive to enter by the narrow door; for many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will 
not be able. 

E. That it is the best thing you can have.  Matt 13:45-46  "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
merchant seeking fine pearls, and upon finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that 
he had, and bought it. 

2. Seek to be in His presence.  John 1:38  And Jesus turned, and beheld them following, and said to 
them, "What do you seek?" And they said to Him, "Rabbi (which translated means Teacher), where are 
You staying?" 

3. Seek to touch Him.  Luke 6:19  And all the multitude were trying to touch Him, for power was coming 
from Him and healing them all. 

4. Seek to take hold of Him who made all things.  Acts 17:24-27  "The God who made the world and all 
things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands; neither is 
He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all life and breath 
and all things; and He made from one, every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having 
determined their appointed times, and the boundaries of their habitation, that they should seek God, if 
perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; 
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5. Seek the lifestyle He wants.  Luke 17:33  "Whoever seeks to keep his life shall lose it, and whoever 
loses his life shall preserve it. 

6. Seek to do His will.  John 5:30  "I can do nothing on My own initiative. As I hear, I judge; and My 
judgment is just, because I do not seek My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. 

7. Seek to put away all disobedience from your life.  Rom 2:5-8  But because of your stubbornness and 
unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous 
judgment of God, who will render to every man according to his deeds: to those who by perseverance in 
doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal life; but to those who are selfishly ambitious 
and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, wrath and indignation. 

8. Seek true wisdom in the cross.  1 Cor 1:22-24  For indeed Jews ask for signs, and Greeks search for 
wisdom; but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block, and to Gentiles foolishness, but to 
those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 

9. Seek the good of your neighbor.  1 Cor 10:23-24  All things are lawful, but not all things are profitable. 
All things are lawful, but not all things edify.  Let no one seek his own good, but that of his neighbor. 

10. Seek to not discredit the ministry so that many may be saved.  1 Cor 10:32-33  Give no offense 
either to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God; just as I also please all men in all things, not seeking 
my own profit, but the profit of the many, that they may be saved. 

11. Seek to love others God's way.  1 Cor 13:4-5  Love is patient, love is kind, and is not jealous; love does 
not brag and is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does 
not take into account a wrong suffered, 

12. Seek edification of the church through the abounding of your spiritual gift.  1 Cor 14:12  So also 
you, since you are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek to abound for the edification of the church. 

13. Seek Godly things and attitudes.  Col 3:1-3  If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking 
the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  Set your mind on the things above, 
not on the things that are on earth.  For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 

14. Seek not glory from men.  1 Thes 2:5-6  For we never came with flattering speech, as you know, nor 
with a pretext for greed-- God is witness--nor did we seek glory from men, either from you or from others, 
even though as apostles of Christ we might have asserted our authority. 

15. Seek and pursue peace.  1 Pet 3:10-11  For, "Let him who means to love life and see good days Refrain 
his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking guile.  "And let him turn away from evil and do good; let 
him seek peace and pursue it. 

16. Seek the glory that God gives.  John 5:44  "How can you believe, when you receive glory from one 
another, and you do not seek the glory that is from the one and only God? 

17. Ask for it.  Matt 7:7-8  "Ask, and it shall be given to you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it shall be 
opened to you.  "For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it shall 
be opened. 
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Matt 7:1-11; Luke 6:37-42 
Humility, Generosity and Wisdom 

 
3. Jesus' Ministry Flowers:  Year Two  30-31 A.D. 

A. The Sermon on the Mount 
1). Lord of the Sabbath  Matt 12:1-8; Mark 2:23-28; Luke 6:1-5 
2). A Crippled Hand  Matt 12:9-15a; Mark 3:1-7a; Luke 6:6-11 (8-35MM) 
3). Choosing the Twelve  Matt 4:24-25; 10:2-4; 12:15b-21 Mark 3:7b-19b; Luke 6:12-19 
4). Teaching on the Mountain  Matt 5:1-12; Luke 6:20-26 
5). Salt of the Earth  Matt 5:13-20 
6). Right to the Heart  Matt 5:21-37 
7). Love Your Enemies  Matt 5:38-48; Luke 6:27-36 
8). No Parading of Good Deeds  Matt 6:1-18 
9). Treasures in Heaven  Matt 6:19-24 
10). A Father's Care  Matt 6:25-34; Luke 12:22b-31 
11). Humility, Generosity and Wisdom  Matt 7:1-11; Luke 6:37-42 

 
Matt 7:1 = God's Righteous Standards 
 
"Do not judge lest you be judged. 
 
Matt 7:2 = The Consequences of Violation  (Luke 6:37-40) 
 
"For in the way you judge, you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it will be measured to 
you. 
 
Luke 6:37-40  "And do not judge and you will not be judged; and do not condemn, and you will not be 
condemned; pardon, and you will be pardoned.  38  "Give, and it will be given to you; good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together, running over, they will pour into your lap. For by your standard of measure it will be 
measured to you in return."  39  And He also spoke a parable to them: "A blind man cannot guide a blind man, 
can he? Will they not both fall into a pit?  40  "A pupil is not above his teacher; but everyone, after he has been 
fully trained, will be like his teacher. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus is talking about how we treat each other.  Cf Matt 7:12 
2. When we judge others we will be judged in the same way. 
3. He is not saying that God will judge us based on our standards. 
4. God's standards are not subject to change. 
5. To the degree that you are critical of others, they will be critical of you. 
6. If you are gracious to others, they will be gracious to you. 
7. Critical people cannot properly guide other critical people.  Luke 6:39 
8. Teachers of criticism will eventually be criticized by their students.  Luke 6:40 
9. Teachers of grace will receive grace from their students. 
 
Matt 7:3 = Who Is not Able to See?  (Luke 6:41) 
 
"And why do you look at the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your 
own eye? 
 
Luke 6:41  "And why do you look at the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your 
own eye? 
 
Matt 7:4 = Who Is Able to Help? 
 
"Or how can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' and behold, the log is in 
your own eye? 
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Matt 7:5 = Clean Up Your Own Act First  (Luke 6:42) 
 
"You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out 
of your brother's eye. 
 
Luke 6:42  "Or how can you say to your brother, 'Brother, let me take out the speck that is in your eye,' when you 
yourself do not see the log that is in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then 
you will see clearly to take out the speck that is in your brother's eye. 
 
Matt 7:6 = Some Will Not See True Value 
 
"Do not give what is holy to dogs, and do not throw your pearls before swine, lest they trample them 
under their feet, and turn and tear you to pieces. 
 
Summary: 
1. Some only value their own desires and have no respect for yours. 
2. Jesus just cast some pearls before swine.  Why did he not heed his own advice???  He was 

willing to die for them. 
3. Did you judge your brother to be a dog or a  swine?? 
 
Judging One Another: 
1. Judging one another on the basis of opinion will bring judgment on oneself.  Matt 7:1-5 
2. But, not all judgment is bad.  Luke 7:43  Simon answered and said, "I suppose the one whom he 

forgave more." And He said to him, "You have judged correctly." 
3. Jesus in fact calls us to make judgments concerning the time we live in.  Luke 12:56-57  "You 

hypocrites! You know how to analyze the appearance of the earth and the sky, but why do you not 
analyze this present time?  "And why do you not even on your own initiative judge what is right? 

4. Bringing salvation to someone is of greater value than judging them.  John 3:17-19  "For God did 
not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world should be saved through Him.  "He 
who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.  "And this is the judgment, that the light is come 
into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light; for their deeds were evil. 

5. Jesus taught us about what it means to judge righteously.  John 5:30  "I can do nothing on My own 
initiative. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is just, because I do not seek My own will, but the will of 
Him who sent Me.  John 8:26  "I have many things to speak and to judge concerning you, but He who 
sent Me is true; and the things which I heard from Him, these I speak to the world." 

6. And He in fact exhorted us to judge righteously.  John 7:23-24  "If a man receives circumcision on 
the Sabbath that the Law of Moses may not be broken, are you angry with Me because I made an entire 
man well on the Sabbath?  "Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment." 

7. Righteous judgment first asks the one about the situation at hand so as to gather the facts.  John 
7:50-51  Nicodemus said to them (he who came to Him before, being one of them),  "Our Law does not 
judge a man, unless it first hears from him and knows what he is doing, does it?" 

8. Righteous judgment is not based on fleshly standards.  John 8:15-16  "You people judge according 
to the flesh; I am not judging anyone.  "But even if I do judge, My judgment is true; for I am not alone in it, 
but I and He who sent me. 

9. Righteous judgment is based on God's standards.  John 8:50  "But I do not seek My glory; there is 
One who seeks and judges.  John 12:47-48  "And if anyone hears My sayings, and does not keep them, I 
do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world, but to save the world.  "He who rejects Me, and 
does not receive My sayings, has one who judges him; the word I spoke is what will judge him at the last 
day. 

10. It is the job of the Holy Spirit to judge spiritual matters in the life of the individual.  John 16:8-11  
"And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin, and righteousness, and judgment; 
concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me; and concerning righteousness, because I go to the 
Father, and you no longer behold Me; and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been 
judged. 

11. Those who judge others must themselves be above reproach or God will hold them accountable.  
Rom 2:1-3  Therefore you are without excuse, every man of you who passes judgment, for in that you 
judge another, you condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the same things.  And we know that the 
judgment of God rightly falls upon those who practice such things.  And do you suppose this, O man, 
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when you pass judgment upon those who practice such things and do the same yourself, that you will 
escape the judgment of God? 

12. Where there is no divine law, there is no sin.  Rom 2:12-16 cf 4:15; 5:13  For all who have sinned 
without the Law will also perish without the Law; and all who have sinned under the Law will be judged by 
the Law; for not the hearers of the Law are just before God, but the doers of the Law will be justified.  For 
when Gentiles who do not have the Law do instinctively the things of the Law, these, not having the Law, 
are a law to themselves, in that they show the work of the Law written in their hearts, their conscience 
bearing witness, and their thoughts alternately accusing or else defending them, on the day when, 
according to my gospel, God will judge the secrets of men through Christ Jesus. 

13. We are especially not to judge our brother on things not of divine law.  Rom 14:3-5  (Their Fame, 
Fortune, Power, Pleasure)  Let not him who eats regard with contempt him who does not eat, and let not 
him who does not eat judge him who eats, for God has accepted him.  Who are you to judge the servant 
of another? To his own master he stands or falls; and stand he will, for the Lord is able to make him 
stand.  One man regards one day above another, another regards every day alike. Let each man be fully 
convinced in his own mind. 

14. We are accountable to God for a judgmental attitude.  Rom 14:10-13  But you, why do you judge your 
brother? Or you again, why do you regard your brother with contempt? For we shall all stand before the 
judgment seat of God.  For it is written, "As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, and every 
tongue shall give praise to God."  So then each one of us shall give account of himself to God.  Therefore 
let us not judge one another anymore, but rather determine this-- not to put an obstacle or a stumbling 
block in a brother's way. 

15. We are to be patient and wait for God's judgment.  1 Cor 4:5  (He has considered all of the factors)  
Therefore do not go on passing judgment before the time, but wait until the Lord comes who will both 
bring to light the things hidden in the darkness and disclose the motives of men's hearts; and then each 
man's praise will come to him from God. 

16. We are expected to administer judgment for flagrant sin within the local church.  1 Cor 5:3  For I, 
on my part, though absent in body but present in spirit, have already judged him who has so committed 
this, as though I were present.  1 Cor 5:12-13  For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Do you not 
judge those who are within the church?  But those who are outside, God judges. Remove the wicked man 
from among yourselves. 

17. We must watch our speech.  James 4:11-12  Do not speak against one another, brethren. He who 
speaks against a brother, or judges his brother, speaks against the law, and judges the law; but if you 
judge the law, you are not a doer of the law, but a judge of it.  There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the 
One who is able to save and to destroy; but who are you who judge your neighbor? 

18. Judge by the Law of Liberty.  James 2:12-13 (i.e. do they have the freedom in Christ to do that??)  
So speak and so act, as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty.  For judgment will be merciless 
to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment. 

 
Matt 7:7 = Ask, Seek, Knock 
 
"Ask (2Pl PAIMP AITEW = to ask a superior), and it shall be given (FPI DIDWMI) to you; seek (2Pl PAIMP 
Z8TEW = ), and you shall find (FAI EURISKW); knock (2Pl PAIMP KROUW = to strike or knock as a door), and 
it shall be opened (FPI ANOIGW) to you. 
 
Matt 7:8b = God's Promises 
 
"For everyone who asks (PAPTC AITEW = keeps on asking) receives (PAI LAMBANW = right now), and he 
who seeks (PAPTC Z8TEW = keeps on seeking) finds (PAI EURISKW = right now), and to him who knocks 
(PAPTC KROUW = keeps on knocking) it shall be opened (FPI ANOIGW = in the future). 
 
Matt 7:9 = God's Promises Are Based on His Goodness 
 
"Or what man is there among you, when his son shall ask him for a loaf, will give him a stone? 
 
Comment:  God won't give us something that does not fill the need. 
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Matt 7:10 = God's Promises Are Based On His Character 
 
"Or if he shall ask for a fish, he will not give him a snake, will he? 
 
Comment:  God won't give us something dangerous when we ask for sustenance. 
 
Matt 7:11 = God's Promises Are Based on His Greatness 
 
"If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more shall your Father 
who is in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him! 
 
Summary:   
1. God is the best giver there is.  He fills our needs. 
2. The ones being addressed are those who are seeking His kingdom and His righteousness and are 

not functioning hypocritically, judgmentally or selfishly. 
3. Jesus is not referring to a formula that guarantees a result, but a relationship that God will bless. 
4. Are we pursuing the things of God or the things of the world? 

A. (What is the first thing that popped into your mind when you read this?) 
5. We should: 

A. Humbly ask Him to remove the hypocrisy from us. 
B. Humbly ask Him to remove our judgmental spirit. 

6. We should also: 
A. Seek  humility. 
B. Seek His Kingdom and righteousness. 

7. Be persistent in our requests. 
 
Humbly Ask (Attitude): 
1. Do you believe that the Father answers prayer?  James 1:5-6  But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him 

ask of God, who gives to all men generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.  But let him 
ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea driven and tossed by 
the wind. 

2. Your heavenly Father already knows your need.  Matt 6:8  "Therefore do not be like them; for your 
Father knows what you need, before you ask Him. 

3. Ask God in faith for spiritual things.  Matt 21:21-22  And Jesus answered and said to them, "Truly I 
say to you, if you have faith, and do not doubt, you shall not only do what was done to the fig tree, but 
even if you say to this mountain, 'Be taken up and cast into the sea,' it shall happen.  "And all things you 
ask in prayer, believing, you shall receive." 

4. Jesus answers a humble heart.  John 14:13-14  "And whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, that 
the Father may be glorified in the Son.  "If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it. 

5. God knows when humility is present and is under no obligation when it is not.  James 4:1-4   What 
is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your pleasures that wage war in your 
members?  You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. And you are envious and cannot obtain; so 
you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask.  You ask and do not receive, because 
you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures.  You adulteresses, do you not 
know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of 
the world makes himself an enemy of God. 

6. Jesus answers a heart alive with His words.  John 15:7  "If you abide in Me, and My words abide in 
you, ask whatever you wish, and it shall be done for you. 

7. Ask Jesus for spiritual sustenance.  John 4:9-10 (you will not be fed by even the world's greatest 
teacher if you do not ask; ask Him to feed you-I am just the delivery boy)  The Samaritan woman 
therefore said to Him, "How is it that You, being a Jew, ask me for a drink since I am a Samaritan 
woman?" (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.)  Jesus answered and said to her, "If you knew 
the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, 'Give Me a drink,' you would have asked Him, and He 
would have given you living water." 

8. Pray that your thoughts will align with His.  I Jn 5:14-15  And this is the confidence which we have 
before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  And if we know that He hears us 
in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests which we have asked from Him. 

9. The Father answers so that our love for one another may produce fruit.  John 15:16-17  "You did 
not choose Me, but I chose you, and appointed you, that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit 
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should remain, that whatever you ask of the Father in My name, He may give to you.  "This I command 
you, that you love one another. 

10. The Father hears prayers offered in the name of His Son.  John 16:23-24  "And in that day you will 
ask Me no question. Truly, truly, I say to you, if you shall ask the Father for anything, He will give it to you 
in My name.  "Until now you have asked for nothing in My name; ask, and you will receive, that your joy 
may be made full. 

11. The Father can answer our prayers beyond anything we can ask or think.  Eph 3:20-21  Now to Him 
who is able to do exceeding abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works 
within us, to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen. 

12. We should humbly ask the Father for a corporate walk that is worthy.  Col 1:9-10  For this reason 
also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled 
with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you may walk in a manner 
worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the 
knowledge of God; 

13. A love for God and others is the key to answered prayer.  I Jn 3:21-22  Beloved, if our heart does not 
condemn us, we have confidence before God; and whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we 
keep His commandments and do the things that are pleasing in His sight. 

14. Be willing to help those who humbly ask.  Luke 6:30-31 (test of selfishness)  "Give to everyone who 
asks of you, and whoever takes away what is yours, do not demand it back.  "And just as you want 
people to treat you, treat them in the same way. 

 
Constantly Seek (Motivation): 
1. To whom much is given much is sought.  Luke 12:47-48  "And that slave who knew his master's will 

and did not get ready or act in accord with his will, shall receive many lashes, but the one who did not 
know it, and committed deeds worthy of a flogging, will receive but few. And from everyone who has been 
given much shall much be required (sought); and to whom they entrusted much, of him they will ask all 
the more. 

2. Seek His Kingdom and His righteousness first.  Matt 6:33  "But seek first His kingdom and His 
righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you.   

3. Seek not constantly signs from God.   Mark 8:11-12  And the Pharisees came out and began to argue 
with Him, seeking from Him a sign from heaven, to test Him.  And sighing deeply in His spirit, He said, 
"Why does this generation seek for a sign? Truly I say to you, no sign shall be given to this generation." 

4. Seek the life God's desires for you.  Luke 17:33  "Whoever seeks to keep his life shall lose it, and 
whoever loses his life shall preserve it. 

5. Seek not your own brand of righteousness.  Rom 10:3  For not knowing about God's righteousness, 
and seeking to establish their own, they did not subject themselves to the righteousness of God. 

6. Seek good for your neighbor.  1 Cor 10:24  Let no one seek his own good, but that of his neighbor. 
7. Seek the salvation of others.  1 Cor 10:32-33  Give no offense either to Jews or to Greeks or to the 

church of God; just as I also please all men in all things, not seeking my own profit, but the profit of the 
many, that they may be saved. 

8. Seek the best interests of others.  1 Cor 13:5  does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is 
not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, 

9. Seek heavenly things.  Col 3:1-2  (Worship)  If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking 
the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  Set your mind on the things above, 
not on the things that are on earth. 

10. Seek peace with others.  1 Pet 3:10-11  For, "Let him who means to love life and see good days Refrain 
his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking guile.  "And let him turn away from evil and do good; let 
him seek peace and pursue it. 

 
Knock, knock.  Who's there?  Jesus.  Jesus who?  That's what I thought. 
 
Knock (Urgency): 
1. For some it will be too late to knock.  Luke 13:24-28  "Strive to enter by the narrow door; for many, I 

tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able.  "Once the head of the house gets up and shuts the door, 
and you begin to stand outside and knock on the door, saying, 'Lord, open up to us!' then He will answer 
and say to you, 'I do not know where you are from.'  "Then you will begin to say, 'We ate and drank in 
Your presence, and You taught in our streets'; and He will say, 'I tell you, I do not know where you are 
from; depart from Me, all you evildoers.'  "There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth there when you 
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see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but yourselves being cast 
out. 

2. Jesus is knocking on the door of our life now.  Rev 3:20  'Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if 
anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him, and will dine with him, and he with Me. 

3. Be ready to open the door to the Master.  Luke 12:35-36  "Be dressed in readiness, and keep your 
lamps alight.  "And be like men who are waiting for their master when he returns from the wedding feast, 
so that they may immediately open the door to him when he comes and knocks. 

4. Answered prayer is knocking on your door.  Acts 12:13-16  And when he knocked at the door of the 
gate, a servant-girl named Rhoda came to answer.  And when she recognized Peter's voice, because of 
her joy she did not open the gate, but ran in and announced that Peter was standing in front of the gate.  
And they said to her, "You are out of your mind!" But she kept insisting that it was so. And they kept 
saying, "It is his angel."  But Peter continued knocking; and when they had opened the door, they saw him 
and were amazed. 

 
What Shall Be Opened to You?: 
1. The Heavens.  Matt 3:16  And after being baptized, Jesus went up immediately from the water; and 

behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove, and coming upon 
Him, 

2. The Words of Jesus.  Matt 5:2  And opening His mouth He began to teach them, saying,  Matt 13:35  so 
that what was spoken through the prophet might be fulfilled, saying, "I will open My mouth in parables; I 
will utter things hidden since the foundation of the world." 

3. Your mouth so that you may praise God.  Luke 1:64  And at once his mouth was opened and his 
tongue loosed, and he began to speak in praise of God. 

4. Your Spiritual Sight.  John 9:10-11  Therefore they were saying to him, "How then were your eyes 
opened?"  He answered, "The man who is called Jesus made clay, and anointed my eyes, and said to 
me, 'Go to Siloam, and wash'; so I went away and washed, and I received sight." 

5. A Door for Service.  1 Cor 16:8-9  But I shall remain in Ephesus until Pentecost; for a wide door for 
effective service has opened to me, and there are many adversaries. 

6. A Door to Give the Gospel.  2 Cor 2:12  Now when I came to Troas for the gospel of Christ and when a 
door was opened for me in the Lord, 

7. A Door to Give the Word.  Col 4:2-3  Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of 
thanksgiving; praying at the same time for us as well, that God may open up to us a door for the word, so 
that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which I have also been imprisoned; 

8. A Door to Make Disciples.  Rev 3:7-8  "And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: He who is 
holy, who is true, who has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, and who shuts and no one 
opens, says this:  'I know your deeds. Behold, I have put before you an open door which no one can shut, 
because you have a little power, and have kept My word, and have not denied My name. 

 
Matt 7:12 = How to Build Relationships 
 
"Therefore, however you want (PAS THELW) people to treat (do to) you, so treat (do to) them, for this is 
(PAI EIMI) the Law and the Prophets. 
 
Summary: 
1. This takes humility, generosity and wisdom. 
2. If we want to be treated a certain way, then we are to initiate.  (love, honor, respect, peace, patience, 

kindness, gentleness, goodness) 
3. This principle does not guarantee positive results. (cf Jesus, a failure to apply will almost assuredly 

guarantee negative results) 
4. The Lord though prescribed this action for all of mankind. 
5. In the context we are to be "salt" and "light." 
6. We are to have a heavenly focus seeking first His Kingdom and righteousness. 
7. We are to seek to have our hypocrisy removed and replaced with genuineness, which should be 

part of our petitions.  (true humility, lack of a judgmental spirit) 
8. This first builds our intimacy with the Father so that other relationships can be built up. 
9. The flesh will use this to try to manipulate others for selfish ends. 
10. Jesus just says here to do it, so it must simple be the right thing.  (Not trying to impress people, 

manipulate them, use them etc.) 
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11. The underlying principle of the Law was to build a love for God and a love for one another.  Matt 
22:35-40  35  And one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him,  36  "Teacher, which is the 
great commandment in the Law?"  37  And He said to him,"' You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.'  38  "This is the great and foremost 
commandment.  "The second is like it, 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'  40  "On these two 
commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets." 

12. It should be clear that to be loved is one of the deepest desires of mankind.  
13. So, to be loved you must first give love. 
14. It is a love even for those who use or abuse you.  Luke 6:27-38  (Somewhere along the path of life 

you will use or abuse someone else-if only from their perspective and not facts-would you want 
forgiveness? Would you want grace?  Would you want acceptance?  Would you want a second chance? 
Or third?)  27  "But I say to you who hear, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,  28  bless 
those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.  29  "Whoever hits you on the cheek, offer him the 
other also; and whoever takes away your coat, do not withhold your shirt from him either.  30  "Give to 
everyone who asks of you, and whoever takes away what is yours, do not demand it back.  31  "And just 
as you want people to treat you, treat them in the same way.  32  "And if you love those who love you, 
what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them.  33  "And if you do good to those 
who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same.  34  "And if you lend to 
those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, in order 
to receive back the same amount.  35  "But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing 
in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to 
ungrateful and evil men.  36  "Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.  37  "And do not judge and you 
will not be judged; and do not condemn, and you will not be condemned; pardon, and you will be 
pardoned.  38  "Give, and it will be given to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running 
over, they will pour into your lap. For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return." 

15. It is the fulfillment of the Law.  Rom 13:8-14  8  Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for 
he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law.  9  For this, "You shall not commit adultery, you shall not 
murder, you shall not steal, you shall not covet," and if there is any other commandment, it is summed up 
in this saying, "you shall love your neighbor as yourself."  10  Love does no wrong to a neighbor; love 
therefore is the fulfillment of the law.  11  And this do, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you 
to awaken from sleep; for now salvation is nearer to us than when we believed.  12  The night is almost 
gone, and the day is at hand. Let us therefore lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of 
light.  13  Let us behave properly as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual 
promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy.  14  But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts. 

16. Love for others is the true use of our freedom in Christ.  Gal 5:13-18  13  For you were called to 
freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve 
one another.  14  For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, "You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself."  15  But if you bite and devour one another, take care lest you be consumed by one 
another.  16  But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.  17  For the 
flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one 
another, so that you may not do the things that you please.  18  But if you are led by the Spirit, you are 
not under the Law. 

17. The Prophets main message focused on Jesus Christ who is love in the flesh.  1 John 4:7-21 
 
About 20 A.D. Rabbi Hillel, challenged by a Gentile to summarize the law in the short time the Gentile 
could stand on one leg, reportedly responded, "What is hateful to you do not do to anyone else.  This is 
the whole law; all the rest is commentary.  Go and learn it."  Only Jesus phrased the rule positively so 
that it included not only sins of commission but sins of omission.  The goats in Matt 25:31-46 would be 
acquitted under the negative form of the rule, but not under Jesus' form. 
 
This is the second reference to the Law and the Prophets.  Cf 5:17 
 
We are not to do the right things expecting the same thing in return, but because it is the right thing to do. 
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Matt 7:12-20; Luke 6:31, 43-45 
The Proof of Discipleship 

 
3. Jesus' Ministry Flowers:  Year Two  30-31 A.D. 

A. The Sermon on the Mount 
1). Lord of the Sabbath  Matt 12:1-8; Mark 2:23-28; Luke 6:1-5 
2). A Crippled Hand  Matt 12:9-15a; Mark 3:1-7a; Luke 6:6-11 (8-35MM) 
3). Choosing the Twelve  Matt 4:24-25; 10:2-4; 12:15b-21 Mark 3:7b-19b; Luke 6:12-19 
4). Teaching on the Mountain  Matt 5:1-12; Luke 6:20-26 
5). Salt of the Earth  Matt 5:13-20 
6). Right to the Heart  Matt 5:21-37 
7). Love Your Enemies  Matt 5:38-48; Luke 6:27-36 
8). No Parading of Good Deeds  Matt 6:1-18 
9). Treasures in Heaven  Matt 6:19-24 
10). A Father's Care  Matt 6:25-34; Luke 12:22b-31 
11). Humility, Generosity and Wisdom  Matt 7:1-12; Luke 6:37-42 
12). The Proof of Discipleship  Matt 7:13-20; Luke 43-45 

 
Building on Matthew 7:12 
 
The Sermon on the Mount Ends with Four Warnings and Four Choices: 
1. Two Ways  (Matt 7:13-14) 
2. Two Trees  (Matt 7:15-20) 
3. Two Claims  (Matt 7:21-23 
4. Two Builders  (Matt 7:24-27) 
 
Issue #1:  Which way will you choose, God's or man's? 
Issue #2:  What kind of fruit are you producing, good or bad? 
Issue #3:  Who is your true Master? 
Issue #4:  Will you be wise or foolish? 
 
1. Two Ways  Matt 7:13-14  Good or Bad Life? 
 
Matt 7:13  = God's Way or Man's Way? 
 
"Enter (AAIMP EISERCHOMAI) by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide, and the way is broad that leads to 
destruction (APOLEIA = ruination), and many are those who enter by it. 
 
Matt 7:14 = The Minority or the Majority? 
 
"For the gate is small, and the way is narrow that leads to life (not just simply existence), and few are those 
who find it. 
 
Summary: 
1. The preferred entry is into the Kingdom of Heaven.  Matt 5:20  "For I say to you, that unless your 

righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven. 
2. There is only a limited time for each person to enter.  Luke 13:23-25  And someone said to Him, 

"Lord, are there just a few who are being saved?" And He said to them, "Strive to enter by the narrow 
door; for many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able.  "Once the head of the house gets up and 
shuts the door, and you begin to stand outside and knock on the door, saying, 'Lord, open up to us!' then 
He will answer and say to you, 'I do not know where you are from.' 

3. There is only one valid entry.  John 10 
 
Issue #1:  Which way will you choose, God's or man's? 
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2. Two Trees.  Matt 7:15-20  Good or Bad Fruit?  Identifying False Prophets and Looking in the Mirror 
 
Matt 7:15 = Warning 
 
"Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 
 
Summary: 
1. False Prophets are identified either by failures in their prophecies or idolatry in their message.  

Deut 13:1-5  "If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you a sign or a wonder, 
and the sign or the wonder comes true, concerning which he spoke to you, saying, 'Let us go after other 
gods (whom you have not known) and let us serve them,' you shall not listen to the words of that prophet 
or that dreamer of dreams; for the LORD your God is testing you to find out if you love the LORD your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul.  "You shall follow the LORD your God and fear Him; and 
you shall keep His commandments, listen to His voice, serve Him, and cling to Him.  "But that prophet or 
that dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, because he has counseled rebellion against the LORD your 
God who brought you from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, to seduce you 
from the way in which the LORD your God commanded you to walk. So you shall purge the evil from 
among you. 

2. They attempt to complicate the simple.  2 Cor 11:3  But I am afraid, lest as the serpent deceived Eve 
by his craftiness, your minds should be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ. 

3. They are counterfeiters.  2 Cor 11:13-15  For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising 
themselves as apostles of Christ.  And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.  
Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness; whose 
end shall be according to their deeds. 

 
Matt 7:16 = Observe Their Production  (Luke 6:44) 
 
"You will know (2 Pl FMI EPIGINWSKW = fully know) them (false prophets) by their fruits. Grapes are not 
gathered from thorn bushes, nor figs from thistles, are they? 
 
Luke 6:44  "For each tree is known by its own fruit. For men do not gather figs from thorns, nor do they pick 
grapes from a briar bush. 
 
Summary: 
1. This may not be readily apparent but it will become manifest. 
2. The wolf's ravenous nature will eventually become apparent as he becomes hungrier and drops 

his disguise. 
3. This statement looks at the TYPE of TREE. 
 
Matt 7:17 = Classify their Production  (Luke 6:43 & Luke 6:45) 
 
"Even so, every good (AGATHOS = become good) tree (DENDRON = a living, growing tree as compared to a 
ZULON which refers simply to wood) bears good fruit; but the bad tree bears bad fruit. 
 
Luke 6:43  "For there is no good tree which produces bad fruit; nor, on the other hand, a bad tree which produces 
good fruit. 
Luke 6:45  "The good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth what is good; and the evil man out of 
the evil treasure brings forth what is evil; for his mouth speaks from that which fills his heart. 
 
Summary: 
1. This statement looks at the QUALITY of the TREE. 
2. By illustration, the "Trees" are Believers. 
3. The "Good Fruit" is being a refreshment to others. 
4. In view is our relationship to God and one another. 
5. The evaluation is made of the heart, speech and action. 
 
Matt 7:18 = The Standard 
 
"A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit. 
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Comment:  This statement considers the QUALITY  of the FRUIT. 
 
Matt 7:19 = The Judgment 
 
"Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
 
Summary: 
1. Bad trees and fruit are recycled, making fertilizer for other trees. 
2. For the Believer this refers to being put through the "Refiner's Fire," being purified and used 

again. 
3. For the Unbeliever this refers to the Lake of Fire. 
 
Matt 7:20 = The Identification 
 
"So then, you will know them (false prophets and bad trees) by their fruits. 
 
Summary: 
1. Good Fruit should be an outgrowth of repentance from sin and unbelief.  Matt 3:7-10  But when he 

saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, "You brood of vipers, 
who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  "Therefore bring forth fruit in keeping with repentance; 
and do not suppose that you can say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham for our father'; for I say to you, 
that God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.  "And the axe is already laid at the 
root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

2. We have a responsibility to see that our "tree" becomes good.  Matt 12:31-37  "Therefore I say to 
you, any sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven men, but blasphemy against the Spirit shall not be forgiven.  
"And whoever shall speak a word against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him; but whoever shall 
speak against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him, either in this age, or in the age to come.  "Either 
make the tree good, and its fruit good; or make the tree bad, and its fruit bad; for the tree is known 
by its fruit.  "You brood of vipers, how can you, being evil, speak what is good? For the mouth speaks 
out of that which fills the heart.  "The good man out of his good treasure brings forth what is good; and the 
evil man out of his evil treasure brings forth what is evil.  "And I say to you, that every careless word that 
men shall speak, they shall render account for it in the day of judgment.  "For by your words you shall be 
justified, and by your words you shall be condemned." 

3. This is part of living in the Kingdom of God.  Luke 13:18-19  Therefore He was saying, "What is the 
kingdom of God like, and to what shall I compare it?  "It is like a mustard seed, which a man took and 
threw into his own garden; and it grew and became a tree; and the birds of the air nested in its branches." 

 
Issue #2:  What kind of fruit are you producing, good or bad? 
 
Aspects of Fruit Production: 
1. The TYPE of TREE.  (To unbeliever it is just the issue of good or bad.  To the Believer it is related 

to Spiritual Gifts). 
2. The QUALITY of the TREE.  (This refers to the intimacy of one's relationship with God; drinking 

from the Living Water) 
3. The QUALITY of the FRUIT.  (This refers to one's expression of their relationship with God)  Gal 

5:22-23 
4. The QUANTITY of the FRUIT.  (Though not specified, this is related to the health of the tree) 
 
Further Identification of False Prophets: 
1. They tear down faith.  2 Tim 2:14-18 
2. They are divisive.  2 Tim 2:22-26 
3. They attack the person of Christ.  1 John 4:1-3 
4. They differ with the words of Christ.  1 Tim 6:3-6 
5. They exploit Believers.  2 Pet 2:1-3 
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Matt 7:21-29; Luke 6:43-45 
Building on the Rock 

 
3. Jesus' Ministry Flowers:  Year Two  30-31 A.D. 

A. The Sermon on the Mount 
1). Lord of the Sabbath  Matt 12:1-8; Mark 2:23-28; Luke 6:1-5 
2). A Crippled Hand  Matt 12:9-15a; Mark 3:1-7a; Luke 6:6-11 (8-35MM) 
3). Choosing the Twelve  Matt 4:24-25; 10:2-4; 12:15b-21 Mark 3:7b-19b; Luke 6:12-19 
4). Teaching on the Mountain  Matt 5:1-12; Luke 6:20-26 
5). Salt of the Earth  Matt 5:13-20 
6). Right to the Heart  Matt 5:21-37 
7). Love Your Enemies  Matt 5:38-48; Luke 6:27-36 
8). No Parading of Good Deeds  Matt 6:1-18 
9). Treasures in Heaven  Matt 6:19-24 
10). A Father's Care  Matt 6:25-34; Luke 12:22b-31 
11). Humility, Generosity and Wisdom  Matt 7:1-12; Luke 6:37-42 
12). The Proof of Discipleship  Matt 7:13-20; Luke 6:43-45 
13). Building on the Rock  Matt 7:21-29; Mark 1:21-22; Luke 4:32; 6:46–7:1 

 
3. Two Claims.  Matt 7:21-23 
 
Matt 7:21 = Personal Will Vs. God's Will  (Luke 6:46) 
 
"Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord (denotes fervency),' will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he 
who does the will of My Father who is in heaven. 
 
Luke 6:46   "And why do you call Me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I say? 

 
Summary: 
1. While Issue # 2 dealt with false prophets, this deals with false disciples. 
2. The Father's will is to enter by the narrow gate, which is through faith in Jesus Christ.  Cf 7:13-14 
 
Matt 7:22 = Man's Defense 
 
"Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast 
out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?'  (Notice that the only things mentioned here are the 
"spectacular" things.  Humble service is missing) 
 
Summary: 
1. Ritualistic acts and formulas will not save, no matter whose name is used. 
2. Faith in the reputation of Jesus Christ is what makes the difference.  Rom 10:12-13  For there is no 

distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who call 
upon Him; for "Whoever will call upon the name of the Lord will be saved." 

3. This is not referring to a "head" belief instead of a "heart" belief, but rather a selfish use of the 
Lord's name for personal fame. 

4. The empowerment for the supernatural acts are demonic. Cf Deut 13 
 
Matt 7:23 = The Lord's Omniscience 
 
"And then I will declare (HOMOLOGEW = confess) to them, 'I never knew (AAI GINWSKW = He did have an 
intellectual knowledge of them, but they never accepted His offer of a true relationship; use of this word here 
proves that GNOSIS is not simply "head" knowledge) you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.' 
 
Summary: 
1. In context, lawlessness is a lack of love.  Cf 7:12 
2. In context, without love all actions are acts of spiritual lawlessness, because of violation of the 

Greatest Commandments. 
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3. Satan is a counterfeiter of relationships with the living God and thus is a counterfeiter of spiritual 
activities.  7:15 cf 1 Cor 13:1-3 

4. But the Lord knows the genuine from the counterfeit. 
 
Issue #3:  Who is your true Master? 
 
4. Two Builders  Matt 7:24-29 
 
Matt 7:24 = The Wise Builder 
 
"Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine, and acts upon them, may be compared to a wise 
man, who built his house upon the rock. 
 
Matt 7:25 = Results of a Stable Foundation  (Luke 6:47-48) 
 
"And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and burst against that house; and yet 
it did not fall, for it had been founded upon the rock. 
 
Luke 6:47-48  "Everyone who comes to Me, and hears My words, and acts upon them, I will show you whom he 
is like:  48  he is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid a foundation upon the rock; and when a 
flood rose, the torrent burst against that house and could not shake it, because it had been well built. 
 
Summary: 
1. The Universal Church is built upon the Rock.  Matt 16:18  "And I also say to you that you are Peter 

(PETROS), and upon this rock (PETRA) I will build My church; and the gates of Hades shall not 
overpower it.  

2. The Rock is Jesus Christ.  1 Cor 10:1-4  For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our fathers 
were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud 
and in the sea; and all ate the same spiritual food; and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they were 
drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock (PETRA) was Christ. 

3. Your spiritual house is built by ongoing faith in The Rock.  Heb 11:6; James 1:5; 1 Pet 2:5-9 
4. Your spiritual house should be designed so as to offer up spiritual sacrifices.  1 Pet 2:5-9; Heb 

13:15-16 
 
Matt 7:26 = The Foolish Builder 
 
"And everyone who hears these words of Mine, and does not act upon them, will be like a foolish man, 
who built his house upon the sand. 
 
Matt 7:27 = Results of an Unstable Foundation  (Luke 6:49) 
 
"And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and burst against that house; and it 
fell, and great was its fall." 
 
Luke 6:49  "But the one who has heard, and has not acted accordingly, is like a man who built a house upon the 
ground without any foundation; and the torrent burst against it and immediately it collapsed, and the ruin of that 
house was great." 
 
Summary: 
1. A "spiritual house" which is not built on Jesus Christ is built on sand and will eventually collapse. 
2. This man used the name of Jesus without submitting to the name of Jesus has no relationship 

with the living God. 
3. This man does not have his foundation based in love. 
4. This man does not see the value in loving his neighbor. 
5. This man must have been spiritually "blind" or deluded, for had he been able to "see" he would 

not have built his house on sand. 
6. This man is selfishly arrogant. 
7. It would be best to let the pressure quickly tear the house down instead of trying to reinforce it.  
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Matt 7:28 = The Rock Himself 
 
The result was that when Jesus had finished these words, the multitudes were amazed at His teaching; 
 
Matt 7:29 = Telling it Like it Really Is  (Mark 1:21-22 & Luke 7:1) 
 
for He was teaching them as one having authority, and not as their scribes.  
 
Mark 1:21-22 And they went into Capernaum; and immediately on the Sabbath He entered the synagogue and 
began to teach.  22 And they were amazed at His teaching; for He was teaching them as one having authority, 
and not as the scribes. 
Luke 7:1  When He had completed all His discourse in the hearing of the people, He went to Capernaum. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus had a knowledge that was lacking in the scribes. 
2. He also must have had a confidence, a humility and a compassion not found in their scribes. 
3. He must have treated them as He would want to be treated. 
4. He must have loved them. 
5. He must have lived what He professed. 
6. He must have been the real thing. 
 
Issue #4:  Will you be wise or foolish? 
 
The Sermon on the Mount Ends with Four Warnings and Four Choices: 
1. Two Ways  (Matt 7:13-14) 
2. Two Trees  (Matt 7:15-20) 
3. Two Claims  (Matt 7:21-23 
4. Two Builders  (Matt 7:24-27) 
 
Issue #1:  Which way will you choose, God's or man's? 
Issue #2:  What kind of fruit are you producing, good or bad? 
Issue #3:  Who is your true Master? 
Issue #4:  Will you be wise or foolish? 
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Matt 8:1, 5-13; Luke 7:1-10 
A Centurion’s Faith 

 
3. Jesus' Ministry Flowers:  Year Two  30-31 A.D. 

A. The Sermon on the Mount 
B. Parables 

1). A Centurion's Faith  Matt 8:1, 5-13; Luke 7:1-10  (9-35MM) 
 
Luke 7:1 = Jesus Moves to Capernaum  (Matt 8:1) 
 
When He had completed all His discourse in the hearing of the people, He went to Capernaum. 
 
Matt 8:1  And when He had come down from the mountain, great multitudes followed Him. 
 
Luke 7:2 = The Centurion 
 
And a certain centurion's slave, who was highly regarded (ENTIMOS = in honor) by him, was sick and 
about to die. 
 
Summary: 
1. Valued servants are held in honor. 
2. This should be the way we treat servants of the Lord.  Phil 2:29  Therefore receive him in the Lord 

with all joy, and hold men like him in high regard;    
3. If we hold in honor the "precious corner stone" we are held in honor by the Lord.  1 Pet 2:4-6  And 

coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected by men, but choice and precious in the sight of God, you also, 
as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  For this is contained in Scripture: "Behold I lay in Zion a choice 
stone, a precious corner stone, and he who believes in Him shall not be disappointed." 

 
Luke 7:3 = His Humble Request  (Matt 8:5-6) 
 
And when he heard about Jesus, he sent some Jewish elders asking Him to come and save the life of his 
slave. 
 
Matt 8:5-6  And when He had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, entreating Him,  6  and saying, 
"Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, suffering great pain." 
 
Summary: 
1. The Centurion used others to plead his case. 
2. He did not have direct contact with the Lord at this point. 
 
Luke 7:4 = The Elder's Request 
 
And when they had come to Jesus, they earnestly entreated Him, saying, "He is worthy for You to grant 
this to him; 
 
Summary: 
1. The elders argument is based on the Centurion's worthiness, so their request is law driven.  (We 

are going to get a lesson in law vs. grace) 
2. The laborer is worthy of his wages.  Luke 10:7  "And stay in that house, eating and drinking what they 

give you; for the laborer is worthy of his wages. Do not keep moving from house to house. 
3. Disobedience is worthy of a flogging.  Luke 12:47-48  "And that slave who knew his master's will and 

did not get ready or act in accord with his will, shall receive many lashes, but the one who did not know it, 
and committed deeds worthy of a flogging, will receive but few. And from everyone who has been given 
much shall much be required; and to whom they entrusted much, of him they will ask all the more. 

4. Recognition of sin lets us realize how unworthy of any blessing we really are.  Luke 15:19-21  I am 
no longer worthy to be called your son; make me as one of your hired men." "And he got up and came to 
his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him, and felt compassion for him, and ran 
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and embraced him, and kissed him.  "And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
in your sight; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' 

5. Our love of the Lord lets us realize our unworthiness.  John 1:27  "It is He who comes after me, the 
thong of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie." 

6. The glory of eternity should let us view our present sufferings in the proper perspective.  Rom 
8:18  For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory 
that is to be revealed to us. 

7. The world is not worthy of those who walk by faith.  Heb 11:37-38  They were stoned, they were 
sawn in two, they were tempted, they were put to death with the sword; they went about in sheepskins, in 
goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, ill-treated (men of whom the world was not worthy), wandering in 
deserts and mountains and caves and holes in the ground. 

8. Our "worthiness" is found only in our relationship to the "Worthy One." 
 

Luke 7:5 = Their Argument 
 
for he loves our nation, and it was he who built us our synagogue." 
 
Summary: 
1. This is performance based. 
2. Jesus though finds this unusual, for a Gentile to love Jews, so he answers the request. 
 
Luke 7:6 = True Humility  (Matt 8:7) 
 
Now Jesus started on His way with them (elders); and when He was already not far from the house, the 
centurion sent friends, saying to Him, "Lord, do not trouble Yourself further, for I am not worthy for You 
to come under my roof; 
 
Matt 8:7  And He said to him (thru the elders), "I will come and heal him." 
 
Luke 7:7 = True Awe  (Matt 8:8) 
 
for this reason I did not even consider myself worthy to come to You, but just say the word, and my 
servant will be healed. 
 
Matt 8:8  But the centurion answered and said, "Lord, I am not worthy for You to come under my roof, but just say 
the word, and my servant will be healed. 
 
Summary: 
1. The Centurion lives in Grace. 
2. Jesus was not looking for the right words, but the right heart. 
 
V 8 = True Submission  (Matt 8:9) 
 
"For I, too, am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to this one, 'Go!' and he goes; 
and to another, 'Come!' and he comes; and to my slave, 'Do this!' and he does it." 
 
Matt 8:9  "For I, too, am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to this one, 'Go!' and he goes, 
and to another, 'Come!' and he comes, and to my slave, 'Do this!' and he does it." 
 
Summary: 
1. The Centurion reasons from his occupation. 
2. The Lord meets us where we are. 
3. This is not a formula to get God to do your will, but is a true recognition of the Lord's power and 

authority. 
 
Luke 7:9 = A True Example  (Matt 8:10-12) 
 
Now when Jesus heard this, He marveled at him, and turned and said to the multitude that was following 
Him, "I say to you, not even in Israel have I found such great faith." 
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Matt 8:10-12  Now when Jesus heard this, He marveled, and said to those who were following, "Truly I say to 
you, I have not found such great faith with anyone in Israel.  11  "And I say to you, that many shall come from east 
and west (Gentiles), and recline at the table with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven;  12  
but the sons of the kingdom (Jews) shall be cast out into the outer darkness; in that place there shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth." 
 
Summary: 
1. The elders would probably consider themselves worthy. 
2. But their faith was far below that of the Centurion's. 
3. This Roman humbled himself by asking the Jewish leaders to intercede for him.  (Like a Jew 

humbling himself before a Samaritan) 
4. He recognized the inherent power of the Lord. 
5. He considered himself unworthy to even address Him or invite Him to his house. 
6. Yet, this is exactly the type of person the Lord is looking for. 
7. Jesus took this opportunity to teach about the kingdom. 

A. Gentiles will be part of it. 
B. Gentiles will be blessed in it. 
C. Unbelieving Jews will miss out on it. 

8. For today: 
A. We are part of the Kingdom already.  Col 1:13-14 
B. Where there is a lack of humility and faith we are in outer darkness (cf I John 1:7), weeping 

and gnashing our teeth. 
 
Luke 7:10 = The Lord Answers the Humble Prayer  (Matt 8:13) 
 
And when those who had been sent returned to the house, they found the slave in good health. 
 
Matt 8:13  And Jesus said to the centurion, "Go your way; let it be done to you as you have believed." And the 
servant was healed that very hour. 
 
Summary: 
1. Ask in humility and it shall be given to you.  Matt 7:7-8 
2. Do you have the faith of the Centurion? 
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Luke 7:11-17 
Raising the Son of Nain’s Widow 

 
3. Jesus' Ministry Flowers:  Year Two  30-31 A.D. 

A. The Sermon on the Mount 
B. Parables 

1). A Centurion's Faith  Matt 8:1,5-13; Luke 7:1b-10  (9-35MM) 
2). Raising the Son of Nain's Widow  Luke 7:11-17  (10-35MM) 

 
Luke 7:11 = The Setting Unfolds 
 
And it came about soon afterwards, that He went to a city called Nain (a few miles south of Nazareth); and 
His disciples were going along with Him, accompanied by a large multitude. 
 
Luke 7:12 = The Procession of Death 
 
Now as He approached the gate of the city, behold, a dead man was being carried out, the only son of his 
mother, and she was a widow; and a sizeable crowd from the city was with her. 
 
Luke 7:13 = The Compassion for Pain 
 
And when the Lord saw her, He felt compassion (API SPLAGCHNIDZOMAI = to be moved from the inside 
out) for her, and said to her, "Do not weep." 
 
Luke 7:14 = The Command to Arise 
 
And He came up and touched the coffin; and the bearers came to a halt. And He said, "Young man, I say 
to you, arise!" 
 
Luke 7:15 = The Impossible Made Possible 
 
And the dead man sat up, and began to speak. And Jesus gave him back to his mother. 
 
Luke 7:16 = The Awe and the Identification 
 
And fear gripped them all, and they began glorifying God, saying, "A great prophet has arisen among us!" 
and, "God has visited His people!" 
 
Luke 7:17 = The Report and its Spread 
 
And this report concerning Him went out all over Judea, and in all the surrounding district. 
 
Summary: 
1. Consider the spiritual aspects. 
2. Compassion for the lost motivates us to pray for more workers for the harvest.  Matt 9:35-38  And 

Jesus was going about all the cities and the villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the 
gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness.  And seeing the 
multitudes, He felt compassion for them, because they were distressed and downcast like sheep without 
a shepherd.  Then He said to His disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.  "Therefore 
beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest." 

3. Compassion for the sick motivates us to do what we can for them.  Matt 14:13-14  Now when Jesus 
heard it, He withdrew from there in a boat, to a lonely place by Himself; and when the multitudes heard of 
this, they followed Him on foot from the cities.  And when He went ashore, He saw a great multitude, and 
felt compassion for them, and healed their sick. 

4. Compassion for the hungry motivates us to feed them.  Matt 15:32  And Jesus called His disciples to 
Him, and said, "I feel compassion for the multitude, because they have remained with Me now three days 
and have nothing to eat; and I do not wish to send them away hungry, lest they faint on the way." 
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5. Compassion for the debtor motivates us to forgive.  Matt 18:26-27  "The slave therefore falling down, 
prostrated himself before him, saying, 'Have patience with me, and I will repay you everything.'  "And the 
lord of that slave felt compassion and released him and forgave him the debt. 

6. Compassion forgotten angers the Lord.  Matt 18:28-35  "But that slave went out and found one of his 
fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and he seized him and began to choke him, saying, 'Pay 
back what you owe.'  "So his fellow slave fell down and began to entreat him, saying, 'Have patience with 
me and I will repay you.'  "He was unwilling however, but went and threw him in prison until he should pay 
back what was owed.  "So when his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were deeply grieved and 
came and reported to their lord all that had happened.  "Then summoning him, his lord said to him, 'You 
wicked slave, I forgave you all that debt because you entreated me.  'Should you not also have had mercy 
on your fellow slave, even as I had mercy on you?'  "And his lord, moved with anger, handed him over to 
the torturers until he should repay all that was owed him.  "So shall My heavenly Father also do to you, if 
each of you does not forgive his brother from your heart." 

7. Compassion for the blind leads one to help them see.  Matt 20:30-34  And behold, two blind men 
sitting by the road, hearing that Jesus was passing by, cried out, saying, "Lord, have mercy on us, Son of 
David!"  And the multitude sternly told them to be quiet; but they cried out all the more, saying, "Lord, 
have mercy on us, Son of David!"  And Jesus stopped and called them, and said, "What do you want Me 
to do for you?"  They said to Him, "Lord, we want our eyes to be opened."  And moved with compassion, 
Jesus touched their eyes; and immediately they regained their sight and followed Him. 

8. Compassion for the diseased leads us to extend our hands to them.  Mark 1:40-42  And a leper 
came to Him, beseeching Him and falling on his knees before Him, and saying to Him, "If You are willing, 
you can make me clean."  And moved with compassion, He stretched out His hand, and touched him, and 
said to him, "I am willing; be cleansed."  And immediately the leprosy left him and he was cleansed. 

9. Compassion for others is designed to build their faith.  Mark 9:17-27  17  And one of the crowd 
answered Him, "Teacher, I brought You my son, possessed with a spirit which makes him mute; 18  and 
whenever it seizes him, it dashes him to the ground and he foams at the mouth, and grinds his teeth, and 
stiffens out. And I told Your disciples to cast it out, and they could not do it."  19  And He answered them 
and said, "O unbelieving generation, how long shall I be with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring 
him to Me!"  20  And they brought the boy to Him. And when he saw Him, immediately the spirit threw him 
into a convulsion, and falling to the ground, he began rolling about and foaming at the mouth.  21  And He 
asked his father, "How long has this been happening to him?" And he said, "From childhood.  22  "And it 
has often thrown him both into the fire and into the water to destroy him. But if You can do anything, take 
pity on us and help us!"  23  And Jesus said to him,"' If You can!' All things are possible to him who 
believes."  24  Immediately the boy's father cried out and began saying, "I do believe; help my unbelief."  
25  And when Jesus saw that a crowd was rapidly gathering, He rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, 
"You deaf and dumb spirit, I command you, come out of him and do not enter him again."  26  And after 
crying out and throwing him into terrible convulsions, it came out; and the boy became so much like a 
corpse that most of them said, "He is dead!"  27  But Jesus took him by the hand and raised him; and he 
got up. 

10. Compassion is often taught to us by people we care the least for.  Luke 10:30-34  Jesus replied and 
said, "A certain man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho; and he fell among robbers, and they 
stripped him and beat him, and went off leaving him half dead.  "And by chance a certain priest was going 
down on that road, and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side.  "And likewise a Levite also, 
when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side.  "But a certain Samaritan, who was 
on a journey, came upon him; and when he saw him, he felt compassion, and came to him, and 
bandaged up his wounds, pouring oil and wine on them; and he put him on his own beast, and brought 
him to an inn, and took care of him. 

11. Compassion from God is quickly given to the humbled sinner.  Luke 15:18-20  'I will get up and go 
to my father, and will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in your sight; I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son; make me as one of your hired men."'  "And he got up and came to his 
father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him, and felt compassion for him, and ran and 
embraced him, and kissed him. 
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Matt 11:2-19; Luke 7:18-35 
Jesus and John the Baptist 

 
3. Jesus' Ministry Flowers:  Year Two  30-31 A.D. 

A. The Sermon on the Mount 
B. Parables 

1). A Centurion's Faith  Matt 8:1,5-13; Luke 7:1b-10  (9-35MM) 
2). Raising the Son of Nain's Widow  Luke 7:11-17  (10-35MM) 
3). Jesus and John the Baptist  Matt 11:2-19; Luke 7:18-35 

 
Luke 7:18 = The Report to John  (Matt 11:2) 
 
And the disciples of John reported to him (John) about all these things. 
 
Matt 11:2  Now when John in prison heard of the works of Christ, he sent word by his disciples, 
 
Summary: 
1. John was in prison.  Matt 11:2   
2. There is no indication that they saw Christ, but had just heard of his mighty works. 
 
Luke 7:19 = John Sends Two Disciples  (Matt 11:3) 
 
And summoning two of his disciples, John sent them to the Lord, saying, "Are You the Expected One 
(d.a. + PMPTC ERCHOMAI), or do we look for someone else?" 
 
Matt 11:3  and said to Him, "Are You the Expected One, or shall we look for someone else?" 
 
Summary: 
1. John knew who Jesus was.  John 1:29-34; 3:22-30 
2. Jesus sends these disciples for their own benefit. 
3. He wants them to see Jesus for themselves so that they may be eyewitnesses as well. 
4. John wants them to become followers of Christ and not followers of him. 
 
Luke 7:20 = The Disciples' Question 
 
And when the men had come to Him, they said, "John the Baptist has sent us to You, saying, 'Are You the 
Expected One, or do we look for someone else?'" 
 
Summary: 
1. They use John's exact words. 
2. This kind of indicates that they are following the man rather than the message.  Cool to dress that 

way, eat that kind of food.  Kind of rebellious looking and acting.  Non-conformists. 
 
Luke 7:21 = Jesus Responds–Actions First 
 
At that very time He cured many people of diseases and afflictions and evil spirits; and He granted sight 
to many who were blind. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus knew what John wanted. 
2. Jesus did not rebuke their question, but responded to it. 
3. What Jesus did spoke for itself. 
4. Jesus did not simply make claims and call everyone to trust Him. 
5. Rather, He manifested Himself and urged them to believe. 
6. People need to meet Jesus Himself. 
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Luke 7:22 = Then He Calls Them to Witness  (Matt 11:4-5) 
 
And He answered and said to them, "Go and report to John what you have seen and heard: the blind 
receive sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor 
have the gospel preached to them. 
 
Matt 11:4-5  And Jesus answered and said to them, "Go and report to John what you hear and see:  5  the blind 
receive sight and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the 
poor have the gospel preached to them. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus fulfills prophecy.  Luke 4:17-21  And the book of the prophet Isaiah was handed to Him. And He 

opened the book, and found the place where it was written,  "The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because 
He anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives, and 
recovery of sight to the blind, to set free those who are downtrodden,  To proclaim the favorable year of 
the Lord."  And He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant, and sat down; and the eyes of all in 
the synagogue were fixed upon Him.  And He began to say to them, "Today this Scripture has been 
fulfilled in your hearing." 

2. Jesus lives what He preaches.  Luke 14:12-14  And He also went on to say to the one who had invited 
Him, "When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives 
or rich neighbors, lest they also invite you in return, and repayment come to you  "But when you give a 
reception, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed, since they do not 
have the means to repay you; for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous." 

 
Luke 7:23 = Then the Sermon  (Matt 11:6) 
 
"And blessed (MAKARIOS) is (PAI EIMI) he who keeps from stumbling (EAN M8 + APS SKANDALIDZW = to 
put a stumbling block in the path) over Me." 
 
Matt 11:6  "And blessed is he who keeps from stumbling over Me." 
 
Comment:  You trip and fall, someone offers to help you up and you say “Get away, I can do it myself.”   
(The Pharisees first stumbled over Jesus' love for them because they were law-driven and "justified" by the Law.  
Jesus' love displayed the Father's love for them.) 
 
Summary:   
1. There is always an obstacle involved in a stumbling-block. 
2. A Stumbling-block is something that keeps people from Jesus or damages their fellowship with 

Him. 
3. Stumbling-blocks can be Jesus Himself, temptations to sin, disobedience, legalisms and non-

essentials. 
4. People will stumble over Jesus.  Matt 13:57  And they took offense at Him. But Jesus said to them, "A 

prophet is not without honor except in his home town, and in his {own} household."   Matt 15:11-13  "Not 
what enters into the mouth defiles the man, but what proceeds out of the mouth, this defiles the man."  
Then the disciples came and said to Him, "Do You know that the Pharisees were offended when they 
heard this statement?"  But He answered and said, "Every plant which My heavenly Father did not plant 
shall be rooted up. 

5. It is easy for a baby believer to stumble due to pressure.  Matt 13:20-21  "And the one on whom seed 
was sown on the rocky places, this is the man who hears the word, and immediately receives it with joy; 
yet he has no firm root in himself, but is only temporary, and when affliction or persecution arises because 
of the word, immediately he falls away. 

6. We should obey the laws of the land so as to not cause the leaders to stumble.  Matt 17:27  "But, 
lest we give them offense, go to the sea, and throw in a hook, and take the first fish that comes up; and 
when you open its mouth, you will find a stater. Take that and give it to them for you and Me."   

7. We are not to be the agents who cause others to stumble by our lack of love.  Matt 18:5-7  "And 
whoever receives one such child in My name receives Me; but whoever causes one of these little ones 
who believe in Me to stumble, it is better for him that a heavy millstone be hung around his neck, and that 
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he be drowned in the depth of the sea.  "Woe to the world because of its stumbling blocks! For it is 
inevitable that stumbling blocks come; but woe to that man through whom the stumbling block comes! 

8. Beware of ever thinking you are immune to stumbling.  Matt 26:31-33  Then Jesus said to them, 
"You will all fall away because of Me this night, for it is written, 'I will strike down the shepherd, and the 
sheep of the flock shall be scattered.'  "But after I have been raised, I will go before you to Galilee."  But 
Peter answered and said to Him, "Even though all may fall away because of You, I will never fall away." 

9. The Lord does not want us to stumble.  John 16:1  "These things I have spoken to you, that you may 
be kept from stumbling.    

10. Beware of making non-essential items into issues of the Christian life.  1 Cor 8:13  (The foremost 
issue of the Christian life is the benefit of others)  Therefore, if food causes my brother to stumble, I 
will never eat meat again, that I might not cause my brother to stumble.   

11. One of the proper displays of righteous indignation is toward those who cause others to stumble.  
2 Cor 11:29  Who is weak without my being weak? Who is led into sin (caused to stumble)  without my 
intense concern?   

 
Luke 7:24 = John–Stability in Conflict  (Matt 11:7) 
 
And when the messengers of John had left, He began to speak to the multitudes about John, "What did 
you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 
 
Matt 11:7  And as these were going away, Jesus began to speak to the multitudes about John, "What did you go 
out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus waited for John's disciples to leave before He spoke about him. 
2. John was a great man, but not worthy of hero worship. 
3. Jesus was the light of the world, not John.  John 1:6-8 
 
Luke 7:25 = John–Focused on Eternal Things  (Matt 11:8) 
 
"But what did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who are splendidly 
clothed and live in luxury are found in royal palaces. 
 
Matt 11:8  "But what did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing 
are in kings' palaces. 
 
Summary: 
1. He is speaking about royalty by genetics. 
2. John was a priest by genetics. 
3. Outward appearances (clothes) are not what makes the man. 
 
Luke 7:26 = John–More than a Prophet  (Matt 11:9) 
 
"But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you, and one who is more than a prophet. 
 
Matt 11:9  "But why did you go out? To see a prophet? Yes, I say to you, and one who is more than a prophet. 
 
Luke 7:27 = John–Fulfillment of a Prophecy  (Matt 11:10) 
 
"This is the one about whom it is written, 'Behold, I send My messenger (AGGELOS) before Your face, 
who will prepare your way before you.'  (Mal 3:1) 
 
Matt 11:10  "This is the one about whom it is written, 'Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, who will 
prepare your way before you.' 
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Luke 7:28 = John–True Greatness  (Matt 11:11-15) 
 
"I say to you, among those born of women, there is no one greater than John; yet he who is least 
(MIKROTEROS = comparative of micros; lesser) in the kingdom of God is greater (comparative degree of 
MEIDZWN = greater in importance and value rather than quality) than he." 
 
Matt 11:11-15  11 "Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has not arisen anyone greater than 
John the Baptist; yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.  12  "And from the days of John 
the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and violent men take it by force.  13  "For all the 
prophets and the Law prophesied until John.  14  "And if you care to accept it, he himself is Elijah, who was to 
come.  15  "He who has ears to hear, let him hear. 
 
Summary: 
1. John was not only a prophet, but the fulfillment of a prophecy. 
2. Humanly speaking, John was as good as mere man can get.  (excluding Jesus of course) 
3. The greatest of human achievements do not compare with just being in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
4. Even if you and a prophet and the fulfillment of a prophecy. 
5. Human achievements will not get you into the Kingdom. 
6. Greatness is seen in loving those Christ loves.  Luke 9:47-48  But Jesus, knowing what they were 

thinking in their heart, took a child and stood him by His side, and said to them, "Whoever receives this 
child in My name receives Me; and whoever receives Me receives Him who sent Me; for he who is least 
among you, this is the one who is great." 

7. Arrogance and danger is the result of causing those that Christ loves to stumble.  Matt 18:5-6  
"And whoever receives one such child in My name receives Me; but whoever causes one of these little 
ones who believe in Me to stumble, it is better for him that a heavy millstone be hung around his neck, 
and that he be drowned in the depth of the sea.  Matt 18:10  "See that you do not despise one of these 
little ones, for I say to you, that their angels in heaven continually behold the face of My Father who is in 
heaven. 

8. Greatness if found in humility.  Matt 18:1-4  At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, "Who 
then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?"  And He called a child to Himself and set him before them,  
and said, "Truly I say to you, unless you are converted and become like children, you shall not enter the 
kingdom of heaven.  "Whoever then humbles himself as this child, he is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven. 

9. Greatness is found in unselfish service.  Matt 23:11-12  "But the greatest among you shall be your 
servant.  "And whoever exalts himself shall be humbled; and whoever humbles himself shall be exalted.  
Luke 22:27  "For who is greater, the one who reclines at the table, or the one who serves? Is it not the 
one who reclines at the table? But I am among you as the one who serves. 

10. Greatness is not found in arguing over who is the greatest.  Luke 9:46  And an argument arose 
among them as to which of them might be the greatest. 

11. Love leads to greatness.  1 Cor 13:13  But now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of 
these is love. 

12. Love does things based in truth.  I Jn 3:18-20  Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, 
but in deed and truth.  We shall know by this that we are of the truth, and shall assure our heart before 
Him,  in whatever our heart condemns us; for God is greater than our heart, and knows all things. 

13. By God's power and grace, it can be done.  I Jn 4:4  You are from God, little children, and have 
overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world. 

 
Luke 7:29 = John–The Messenger Some Heard 
 
And when all the people and the tax-gatherers heard this, they acknowledged God's justice (AAI DIKAIOW 
= lit: they justified {declared righteous} the God), having been baptized with the baptism of John. 
 
Summary: 
1. This verse is saying is that the people saw the connection between Jesus and John, the 

forerunner and the Coming One 
2. They recognized this to be truth. 
3. The sinners saw grace. 
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Luke 7:30 = John–The Messenger Some Didn't Hear 
 
But the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected (AAI ATHETEW = to not place; to reject; view as having no value; 
to annual as a law) God's purpose for themselves, not having been baptized by John. 
 
Summary: 
1. Those who were law-driven did not believe the greatness of John. 
2. Nor did they believe that greatness is found in service. 
3. Nor did they believe that the Kingdom of Heaven is better than anything on earth. 
4. In short, their Fame, Fortune, Power and Pleasure were built on the Law rather than on grace. 
5. And they really didn't keep the Law. 
 
Luke 7:31 = The Generation's Response  (Matt 11:16) 
 
"To what then shall I compare the men of this generation, and what are they like? 
 
Matt 11:16  "But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the market places, who call 
out to the other children, 
 
Luke 7:32 = Their Senses Have Been Dulled  (Matt 11:17) 
 
"They are like children who sit in the market place and call to one another; and they say, 'We played the 
flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not weep.' 
 
Matt 11:17  and say, 'We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not 
mourn.' 
 
Summary: 
1. The senses of this generation were dulled by scar tissue. 
2. Their emotions were no longer validly moved in either direction. 
3. They were in effect the walking dead. 
 
Luke 7:33 = Their Evaluations Are Wrong-Example 1  (Matt 11:18) 
 
"For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine; and you say, 'He has a demon!' 
 
Matt 11:18  "For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, 'He has a demon!' 
 
Luke 7:34 = Their Evaluations Are Wrong-Example 2  (Matt 11:19a) 
 
"The Son of Man has come eating and drinking; and you say, 'Behold, a gluttonous man, and a drunkard, 
a friend of tax-gatherers and sinners!' 
 
Matt 11:19a  "The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 'Behold, a gluttonous man and a 
drunkard, a friend of tax-gatherers and sinners!'  
 
Summary: 
1. They did still have emotions, but they were selfishly directed. 
2. The legalists did not like John or Jesus or their words. 
3. So they took their opinions, held them up as laws and attacked. 
 
Luke 7:35 = Wisdom  (Matt 11:19b) 
 
"Yet (H8 SOPHIA = the wisdom) wisdom is vindicated (API DIKAIOW) by all her children." 
 
Matt 11:19b  Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds." 
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Summary: 
1. Wisdom involves the correct analysis of circumstances coupled with the correct response to 

them. 
2. Those who incorrectly analyzed the circumstances attacked Jesus. 
3. Those who correctly analyzed the circumstances will produce fruit which is in keeping with 

repentance.  
4. They will be humble, gracious and loving. 
5. Most of all they will be focused solely on the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Luke 7:36-50 
Jesus Annointed by an Outcast Woman 

 
3. Jesus' Ministry Flowers:  Year Two  30-31 A.D. 

A. The Sermon on the Mount 
B. Parables 

1). A Centurion's Faith  Matt 8:1,5-13; Luke 7:1b-10  (9-35MM) 
2). Raising the Son of Nain's Widow  Luke 7:11-17  (10-35MM) 
3). Jesus and John the Baptist  Matt 11:2-19; Luke 7:18-35 
4). Jesus Anointed by an Outcast Woman  Luke 7:36-50 

 
Luke 7:36 = The "Sanctified" Pharisee 
 
Now one of the Pharisees was requesting Him to dine with him. And He entered the Pharisee's house, and 
reclined at the table. 
 
Comment:  Jesus was not a separatist. 
 
Luke 7:37 = The Sinner 
 
And behold, there was a woman in the city who was a sinner; and when she learned that He was reclining 
at the table in the Pharisee’s house, she brought an alabaster vial of perfume, 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus had been looking for a grace-driven servant. 
2. A very expensive ointment. 
 
Luke 7:38 = The Scene 
 
and standing behind Him at His feet, weeping, she began to wet His feet with her tears, and kept wiping 
them with the hair of her head, and kissing His feet, and anointing them with the perfume. 
 
Comment:  Jesus did not stop her. 
 
Luke 7:39 = The Self-Righteousness 
 
Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet He 
would know who and what sort of person this woman is who is touching Him, that she is a sinner." 
 
Summary: 
1. Could a defiled person touch the Master? 
2. Would He invite such a thing? 
3. Would He permit it to continue? 
4. Normally, Jesus touched people first. 

A. To heal the leper.  Matt 8:3  And He stretched out His hand and touched him, saying, "I am 
willing; be cleansed." And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.  

B. To heal a fever.  Matt 8:15  And He touched her hand, and the fever left her; and she arose, and 
waited on Him. 

C. To heal a hemorrhage.  Matt 9:20-22  And behold, a woman who had been suffering from a 
hemorrhage for twelve years, came up behind Him and touched the fringe of His cloak; for she 
was saying to herself, "If I only touch His garment, I shall get well."  But Jesus turning and seeing 
her said, "Daughter, take courage; your faith has made you well." And at once the woman was 
made well. 

D. To heal blindness.  Matt 9:27-29  And as Jesus passed on from there, two blind men followed 
Him, crying out, and saying, "Have mercy on us, Son of David!"  And after He had come into the 
house, the blind men came up to Him, and Jesus said to them, "Do you believe that I am able to 
do this?" They said to Him, "Yes, Lord."  Then He touched their eyes, saying, "Be it done to you 
according to your faith."  Matt 20:30-34  And behold, two blind men sitting by the road, hearing 
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that Jesus was passing by, cried out, saying, "Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!"  And the 
multitude sternly told them to be quiet; but they cried out all the more, saying, "Lord, have mercy 
on us, Son of David!"  And Jesus stopped and called them, and said, "What do you want Me to do 
for you?"  They said to Him, "Lord, we want our eyes to be opened."  And moved with 
compassion, Jesus touched their eyes; and immediately they regained their sight and followed 
Him. 

E. To heal fear.  Matt 17:5-8  While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed 
them; and behold, a voice out of the cloud, saying, "This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well-
pleased; listen to Him!"  And when the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were much 
afraid  And Jesus came to them and touched them and said, "Arise, and do not be afraid."  And 
lifting up their eyes, they saw no one, except Jesus Himself alone. 

F. To Bless Others.  Luke 18:15-17  And they were bringing even their babies to Him so that He 
might touch them, but when the disciples saw it, they began rebuking them.  But Jesus called for 
them, saying, "Permit the children to come to Me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God 
belongs to such as these.  "Truly I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like 
a child shall not enter it at all." 

5. People though that touched Him in faith were healed.  Matt 14:34-36  And when they had crossed 
over, they came to land at Gennesaret.  And when the men of that place recognized Him, they sent into 
all that surrounding district and brought to Him all who were sick; and they began to entreat Him that they 
might just touch the fringe of His cloak; and as many as touched it were cured. 

6. This Pharisee challenged Jesus' credentials based on who He had contact with. 
7. Who or what we have contact with is often a source of legalism.  Col 2:20-23  If you have died with 

Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the world, do you submit 
yourself to decrees, such as,  "Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch!"  (which all refer to things 
destined to perish with the using)-- in accordance with the commandments and teachings of men?  These 
are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and self-abasement 
and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value against fleshly indulgence. 

8. Are we willing to touch The Master? 
 
Luke 7:40 = Gentle Correction 
 
And Jesus answered and said to him (Jesus knew his thoughts for he did not say this directly to Jesus), 
"Simon, I have something to say to you." And he replied, "Say it, Teacher." 
 
Summary: 
1. How does Jesus handle the self-righteous? 
2. With grace.  Beautiful picture here.  2 Tim 2:24-26 
3. Self-righteousness hides behind its legalism. 
4. Legalists use a façade of righteousness, but their heart is the problem. 
 
Luke 7:41 = A Simple Scenario 
 
"A certain moneylender had two debtors: one owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 
 
Luke 7:42 = A Simple Question 
 
"When they were unable to repay, he graciously forgave them both. Which of them therefore will love him 
more?" 
 
Summary: 
1. Love him more? 
2. The one who has realized the greater grace. 
 
Luke 7:43 = Simple Logic 
 
Simon answered and said, "I suppose the one whom he forgave more." And He said to him, "You have 
judged correctly." 
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Luke 7:44 = Simple Truth 
 
And turning toward the woman, He said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you 
gave Me no water for My feet, but she has wet My feet with her tears, and wiped them with her hair. 
 
Luke 7:45 = Simple Reality 
 
"You gave Me no kiss; but she, since the time I came in, has not ceased to kiss My feet. 
 
Luke 7:46 =  Simple Humility 
 
"You did not anoint My head with oil, but she anointed My feet with perfume. 
 
Luke 7:47 = Simple Love 
 
"For this reason I say to you, her sins, which are many, have been forgiven, for she loved much; but he 
who is forgiven little, loves little." 
 
Luke 7:48 = Simple Declaration 
 
And He said to her, "Your sins have been forgiven." 
 
Luke 7:49 = Simple Stupor 
 
And those who were reclining at the table with Him began to say to themselves, "Who is this man who 
even forgives sins?" 
 
Luke 7:50 = Simple Faith 
 
And He said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you; go in peace (EIR8N8 = absence of hostility, turmoil, 
stress)." 
 
Summary: 
1. Legalism at best has a superficial contact with the Lord. 
2. It is almost purely on an "intellectual" basis. 
3. True devotion to Him is based in an appreciation of His grace. 
4. It is realizing that the true saintly people are but sinners who have accepted His forgiveness. 
5. With this forgiveness comes an eternal peace. 
 
Peace: 
1. Jesus left us His peace.  John 14:25-27  "These things I have spoken to you, while abiding with you.  

"But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and 
bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.  "Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as 
the world gives, do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful. 

2. His peace comes from having overcome the world.  John 16:32-33  "Behold, an hour is coming, and 
has already come, for you to be scattered, each to his own home, and to leave Me alone; and yet I am 
not alone, because the Father is with Me.  "These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have 
peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world." 

3. Jesus made peace with God for us.  Eph 2:14-18  For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups 
into one, and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the 
Law of commandments contained in ordinances, that in Himself He might make the two into one new 
man, thus establishing peace, and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it 
having put to death the enmity.  And He came and preached peace to you who were far away, and peace 
to those who were near; for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father. 

4. Peace with God is good news.  Eph 6:14-17  Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with truth, 
and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the preparation of the 
gospel of peace; in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all 
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the flaming missiles of the evil one.  And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is 
the word of God. 

5. Our salvation granted us peace.  Rom 5:1-5  Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith 
into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God.  And not only this, but we also 
exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; and perseverance, proven 
character; and proven character, hope; and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been 
poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 

6. Jesus wants us to spread the peace He made for us.  John 20:19-21  When therefore it was evening, 
on that day, the first day of the week, and when the doors were shut where the disciples were, for fear of 
the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst, and said to them, "Peace be with you."  And when He had 
said this, He showed them both His hands and His side. The disciples therefore rejoiced when they saw 
the Lord.  Jesus therefore said to them again, "Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, I also send 
you." 

7. We should want others to have it.  Rom 1:7  to all who are beloved of God in Rome, called as saints: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

8. Peace is a spiritual matter.  Rom 8:6-8  For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the 
Spirit is life and peace, because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject 
itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so; and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

9. Peace comes from the Holy Spirit.  Gal 5:22-23  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 

10. Mature Believers pursue peace.  2 Tim 2:22-23  Now flee from youthful lusts, and pursue 
righteousness, faith, love and peace with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart.  But refuse foolish 
and ignorant speculations, knowing that they produce quarrels. 

11. Christ's peace is to rule in our hearts.  Col 3:14-15  And beyond all these things put on love, which is 
the perfect bond of unity.  And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called 
in one body; and be thankful. 

12. Give all things to God and experience peace.  Phil 4:6-7  Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of 
God, which surpasses all comprehension, shall guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

13. Having peace is part of living in God's Kingdom.  Rom 14:16-17  Therefore do not let what is for you 
a good thing be spoken of as evil; for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness 
and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 

14. Peace comes in part from continuing to do the right things.  Rom 2:9-10  There will be tribulation 
and distress for every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek, but glory and 
honor and peace to every man who does good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 

15. God's peace solves the problem of confusion in our lives.  1 Cor 14:33  for God is not {a God} of 
confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints. 

16. We are to live in peace with one another.  2 Cor 13:11  Finally, brethren, rejoice, be made complete, 
be comforted, be like-minded, live in peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with you.    

17. Preserving the peace is part of walking worthy of the Lord.  Eph 4:1-3  I, therefore, the prisoner of 
the Lord, entreat you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called, with all 
humility and gentleness, with patience, showing forbearance to one another in love, being diligent to 
preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

18. Pursue the things that make for peace.  Rom 14:19  So then let us pursue the things which make for 
peace and the building up of one another. 

19. Pray that others will have it.  Rom 15:13  Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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Luke 8:1-3 
Preach the Kingdom 

 
3. Jesus' Ministry Flowers:  Year Two  30-31 A.D. 

A. The Sermon on the Mount 
B. Parables 

1). A Centurion's Faith  Matt 8:1,5-13; Luke 7:1b-10  (9-35MM) 
2). Raising the Son of Nain's Widow  Luke 7:11-17  (10-35MM) 
3). Jesus and John the Baptist  Matt 11:2-19; Luke 7:18-35 
4). Jesus Anointed by an Outcast Woman  Luke 7:36-50 
5). Preach the Kingdom  Luke 8:1-3 

 
Luke 8:1 = Proclaiming and Preaching 
 
And it came about soon afterwards (i.e. the dinner at the Pharisees house), that He began going about from 
one city and village to another, proclaiming (PAPTC K8RUSSW = to publish or proclaim; emphasis on the 
action) and preaching (PAPTC EUAGGELIDZW = giving the good news; emphasis on the message) the 
kingdom of God; and the twelve were with Him, 
 
Luke 8:2 = Mary Magdalene 
 
and also some women who had been healed (PFPSPTC THERAPEUW = completely healed; therapy applied 
to) of evil (PONEROS) spirits and sicknesses: Mary who was called Magdalene, from whom seven demons 
had gone out, 
 
Luke 8:3 = Supporting the Ministry 
 
and Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many others who were contributing to 
their support out of their private means (HUPARCHONTA = the neuter plural of the present participle of 
huparcho, "to be in existence," is used as a noun with the article, signifying one's "goods," and translated 
"substance" = from the first/best) 
. 
Preach (Webster's):  To deliver a sermon.  To urge acceptance or abandonment of an idea or course of 
action.  To exhort in an officious or tiresome manner.  To earnestly advocate.  To publicly utter. 
 
Called To Preach: 
1. John the Baptist was a preacher.  Matt 3:1-2  Now in those days John the Baptist came, preaching in 

the wilderness of Judea, saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 
2. Jesus was a preacher.  Matt 4:17 cf 1 Cor 11:1  From that time Jesus began to preach and say, 

"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 
3. The Twelve were sent to preach.  Matt 10:7  "And as you (the twelve) go, preach, saying, 'The 

kingdom of heaven is at hand.' 
4. Evangelists are to preach Christ.  Acts 8:5  And Philip went down to the city of Samaria and began 

proclaiming Christ to them. 
5. Preachers are needed to spread the gospel.  Rom 10:14-15  How then shall they call upon Him in 

whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how 
shall they hear without a preacher?  And how shall they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, 
"How beautiful are the feet of those who bring glad tidings of good things!" 

6. We are to be ready to preach the Word at any time.  2 Tim 4:1-2  I solemnly charge you in the 
presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and 
His kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great 
patience and instruction. 

7. Those who function as preachers should be supported.  Luke 8:3 
 
Where to Preach: 
1. Preach Christ where people assemble to hear about God.  Luke 4:44  And He kept on preaching in 

the synagogues of Judea. 
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2. Preach Christ in our entire city.  Luke 8:39  "Return to your house and describe what great things God 
has done for you." And he went away, proclaiming throughout the whole city what great things Jesus had 
done for him. 

3. Preach Christ to the whole world.  Matt 24:14 cf Acts 1:8  "And this gospel of the kingdom shall be 
preached in the whole world for a witness to all the nations, and then the end shall come. 

 
How to Preach: 
1. Preach Christ with boldness.  Matt 10:27  "What I tell you (the twelve) in the darkness, speak in the 

light; and what you hear whispered in your ear, proclaim upon the housetops. 
2. Live what we preach.  1 Cor 9:26-27  Therefore I run in such a way, as not without aim; I box in such a 

way, as not beating the air; but I buffet my body and make it my slave, lest possibly, after I have preached 
to others, I myself should be disqualified. 

 
The Message: 
1. Preach the Kingdom of God.  Luke 8:1-3 

A. It is good news. 
B. It is first spiritual. 
C. It is for all people. 

1). The Twelve:  can rescue from occupation. 
2). Mary Magdalene:  can rescue from evil. 
3). Joanna:  can rescued from politics. 
4). Susanna:  can rescue from life.  (just a name, but rescued and honored.) 
5). Many others:  can rescue. 

D. It is the solution to evil. 
2. Preach repentance and the forgiveness of sins.  Mark 1:4  John the Baptist appeared in the 

wilderness preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 
3. Preach freedom in Christ.  Luke 4:18-19  "The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He anointed me 

to preach the gospel to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives, and recovery of 
sight to the blind, to set free those who are downtrodden, To proclaim the favorable year of the Lord." 

4. Preach peace with God.  Eph 2:17-18  And He came and preached peace to you who were far away, 
and peace to those who were near; for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father. 

5. Preach Christ crucified.  1 Cor 1:23  but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block, and to 
Gentiles foolishness, 

6. Preach Christ's worthiness.  Mark 1:7  And he was preaching, and saying, "After me One is coming 
who is mightier than I, and I am not fit to stoop down and untie the thong of His sandals. 

7. Preach good news.  Mark 1:14-15  And after John had been taken into custody, Jesus came into 
Galilee, preaching the gospel of God,  and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at 
hand; repent and believe in the gospel." 

8. Preach Christ's resurrection.  1 Cor 15:11-12  Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you 
believed.  Now if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you 
say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 

9. Do not preach self.  2 Cor 4:5  For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves 
as your bond-servants for Jesus' sake. 

10. Rejoice when Christ is preached.  Phil 1:15-18  Some, to be sure, are preaching Christ even from envy 
and strife, but some also from good will; the latter do it out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the 
defense of the gospel; the former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition, rather than from pure motives, 
thinking to cause me distress in my imprisonment.  What then? Only that in every way, whether in 
pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; and in this I rejoice, yes, and I will rejoice. 
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Matt 13:1-9; Mark 4:1-9; Luke 8:4c-18 
Parable of the Sower 

 
3. Jesus' Ministry Flowers:  Year Two  30-31 A.D. 

A. The Sermon on the Mount 
B. Parables 

1). A Centurion's Faith  Matt 8:1,5-13; Luke 7:1b-10  (9-35MM) 
2). Raising the Son of Nain's Widow  Luke 7:11-17  (10-35MM) 
3). Jesus and John the Baptist  Matt 11:2-19; Luke 7:18-35 
4). Jesus Anointed by an Outcast Woman  Luke 7:36-50 
5). Preach the Kingdom  Luke 8:1-3 
6). Parable of the Sower  Matt 13:1-23; Mark 4:1-20; Luke 8:4c-15 

 
Luke 8:4 = A Different Style of Communication  (Matt 13:1-2 & Mark 4:1-2) 
 
And when a great multitude were coming together, and those from the various cities were journeying to 
Him, He spoke by way of a parable: 
 
Matt 13:1-2  1 On that day Jesus went out of the house, and was sitting by the sea.  2 And great multitudes 
gathered to Him, so that He got into a boat and sat down, and the whole multitude was standing on the beach. 
Mark 4:1-2   1 And He began to teach again by the sea. And such a very great multitude gathered to Him that He 
got into a boat in the sea and sat down; and the whole multitude was by the sea on the land. 2  And He was 
teaching them many things in parables, and was saying to them in His teaching, 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus adjusted His form of presentation to benefit the crowd. 
2. He also adjusted His method. 
 
Luke 8:5 = The First Illustration  (Matt 13:3-4 & Mark 4:3-4) 
 
"The sower went out to sow his seed; and as he sowed, some fell beside the road; and it was trampled 
under foot, and the birds of the air ate it up. 
 
Matt 13:3-4  And He spoke many things to them in parables, saying, "Behold, the sower went out to sow;  4 and 
as he sowed, some seeds fell beside the road, and the birds came and ate them up. 
Mark 4:3-4  "Listen to this! Behold, the sower went out to sow;  4 and it came about that as he was sowing, some 
seed fell beside the road, and the birds came and ate it up. 
 
Comment:  This is sown seed that never becomes alive. 
 
Luke 8:6 = The Second Illustration  (Matt 13:5-6 & Mark 4:5-6) 
 
"And other seed fell on rocky soil, and as soon as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no 
moisture. 
 
Matt 13:5-6  "And others fell upon the rocky places, where they did not have much soil; and immediately they 
sprang up, because they had no depth of soil.  "But when the sun had risen, they were scorched; and because 
they had no root, they withered away. 
Mark 4:5-6  "And other seed fell on the rocky ground where it did not have much soil; and immediately it sprang 
up because it had no depth of soil.  "And after the sun had risen, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it 
withered away. 
 
Summary: 
1. This is living seed that falls prey to pressure and withers. 
2. Light is essential to growth.  It rejects the essentials of growth. 
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Luke 8:7 = The Third Illustration  (Matt 13:7 & Mark 4:7) 
 
"And other seed fell among the thorns; and the thorns grew up with it, and choked it out. 
 
Matt 13:7  "And others fell among the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked them out. 
Mark 4:7  "And other seed fell among the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked it, and it yielded no crop. 
 
Comment:  This is living seed that falls prey to attack and produces no fruit. 
 
Luke 8:8 = The Fourth Illustration  (Matt 13:8-9 & Mark 4:8-9) 
 
"And other seed fell into the good soil, and grew up, and produced a crop a hundred times as great." As 
He said these things, He would call out, "He who has ears to hear, let him hear." 
 
Matt 13:8-9  8 "And others fell on the good soil, and yielded a crop, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some 
thirty.  9 "He who has ears, let him hear." 
Mark 4:8-9  8 "And other seeds fell into the good soil and as they grew up and increased, they yielded a crop and 
produced thirty, sixty, and a hundredfold."  9 And He was saying, "He who has ears to hear, let him hear." 
 
Comment:  This living seed withstands the pressure and attacks and produces fruit. 
 
Luke 8:9 = Seeking to Understand the Parable  (Matt 13:10 & Mark 4:10) 
 
And His disciples began questioning Him as to what this parable might be. 
 
Matt 13:10  And the disciples came and said to Him, "Why do You speak to them in parables?" 
Mark 4:10  And as soon as He was alone, His followers, along with the twelve, began asking Him about the 
parables. 
 
Summary: 
1. It is valid to ask for understanding.  James 1:5 
2. The disciples include more than the 12.  cf Mark 4:10; Luke 8:1-3 
 
Luke 8:10 = The Interpretation  (Matt 13:11-18 & Mark 4:11-13) 
 
And He said, "To you (disciples) it has been granted to know the mysteries (MUSTERIOV = plural; only use 
of this word in the gospels is found here in the parallels) of the kingdom of God, but to the rest it is in 
parables, in order that (HINA = in the sense of with the result that) seeing they may not see, and hearing they 
may not understand. 
 
Matt 13:11-18  11 And He answered and said to them, "To you it has been granted to know the mysteries (pl) of 
the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been granted.  12 "For whoever has, to him shall more be given, 
and he shall have an abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he has shall be taken away from him.  
13 "Therefore I speak to them in parables; because while seeing they do not see, and while hearing they do not 
hear, nor do they understand.  14 "And in their case the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says, 'You will 
keep on hearing, but will not understand; and you will keep on seeing, but will not perceive; 15 For the heart of 
this people has become dull, and with their ears they scarcely hear, and they have closed their eyes lest they 
should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart and return, and I should heal 
them.'  16 "But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they hear.  17 "For truly I say to 
you, that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see it; and to hear what you 
hear, and did not hear it.  18 "Hear then the parable of the sower. 
Mark 4:11-13  11 And He was saying to them, "To you has been given the mystery (sing.) of the kingdom of God; 
but those who are outside get everything in parables, 12 in order that while seeing, they may see and not 
perceive; and while hearing, they may hear and not understand lest they return and be forgiven."  13 And He said 
to them, "Do you not understand this parable? And how will you understand all the parables? 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus is referring to Isaiah 6:9-10. 
2. This passage must be understood in view of God's will.  1 Tim 2:4; 2 Pet 3:9 
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3. It must also be understood in view of God's sovereignty. 
4. The "mysteries of the kingdom" refer to more than the gospel because they are addressed to 

disciples. 
5. So the "mysteries of the Kingdom" are designed for the Believer's spiritual growth and not to 

evangelize the unbeliever. 
6. The "mystery" begins with Christ Himself.  Col 2:1-2  For I want you to know how great a struggle I 

have on your behalf, and for those who are at Laodicea, and for all those who have not personally seen 
my face, that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in love, and attaining to all the 
wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God's 
mystery, that is, Christ Himself, 

7. They refer to Christ being formed in the life of the Believer.  Col 1:25-27  Of this church I was made a 
minister according to the stewardship from God bestowed on me for your benefit, that I might fully carry 
out the preaching of the word of God, that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and 
generations; but has now been manifested to His saints, to whom God willed to make known what is the 
riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

8. Which brings about a new form of godliness based on Christ's example.  1 Tim 3:16  And by 
common confession great is the mystery of godliness: He who was revealed in the flesh, was vindicated 
in the Spirit, beheld by angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory. 

9. And a closeness of relationship previously unknown.  Eph 5:31-32  For this cause a man shall leave 
his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the two shall become one flesh.  This mystery is 
great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church. 

10. Some people only want to hear the wise man speak, but do not want to gain their wisdom. 
11. Some people only want to see the wise man, not have a relationship with him. 
12. Some people think that by simply showing up that is enough. 
13. Jesus was saying that if one was just showing up, he was not going to get it. 
14. It was not going to make a difference in his life. 
15. Isaiah prophesied this of the first advent crowd.  Isa 6:9-10 
16. Jesus is not trying to manipulate prophecy through parables but is recognizing it. 
17. To disciples the parables are not very difficult to understand. 
18. Understanding the Parable of the Sower is the key to understanding all parables.  Let us look for 

the hermeneutic. 
  
Luke 8:11 = The Key Identification  (Mark 4:14) 
 
"Now the parable is this: the seed is the word of God. 
 
Mark 4:14  "The sower sows the word. 
 
Comment:  The Preacher of the Kingdom is sowing God's word. Cf Luke 8:1-3 
 
Luke 8:12 = Identity of the First Illustration  (Matt 13:19 & Mark 4:15) 
 
"And those beside (PARA = alongside) the road (HODOS = road, way; cf John 14:6) are those who have 
heard; then the devil (DIABOLOS) comes and takes away (PAI AIRW = lifts up) the word from (APO = from 
the outside out) their heart, so that they may not believe and be saved. 
 
Matt 13:19  "When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it, the evil one (HO 
PON8ROS) comes and snatches away (PAI HARPADZW = raptures) what has been sown in (EN) his heart. 
This is the one on whom seed was sown beside the road (WAY). 
Mark 4:15  "And these are the ones who are beside the road (WAY) where the word is sown; and when they 
hear, immediately Satan (SATANAS) comes and takes away (PAI AIRW) the word which has been sown in (EIS) 
them. 
 
Summary: 
1. Those "beside the way" are those who have heard about Jesus but have not accepted Him. 
2. Mankind must receive the Word implanted which is able to save souls.  James 1:21 
3. Mankind hears about Christ and then must decide. 
4. If the decision is not made quickly Satan's forces go after the seed that is sown. 
5. There is a war for the souls of men. 
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Luke 8:13 = Identity of the Second  (Matt 13:20-21 & Mark 4:16-17) 
 
"And those on the rocky soil are those who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no 
firm root; they believe for a while, and in time of temptation (PEIROSMOS) fall away (PMI APHIST8MI = 
stand away from). 
 
Matt 13:20-21  20 "And the one on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, this is the man who hears the 
word, and immediately receives it with joy; 21 yet he has no firm root in himself, but is only temporary, and when 
affliction or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he falls away (PPI SKANDALIDZW = trip). 
Mark 4:16-17  16 "And in a similar way these are the ones on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, who, 
when they hear the word, immediately receive it with joy; 17 and they have no firm root in themselves, but are 
only temporary; then, when affliction or persecution arises because of the word, immediately they fall away (PPI 
SKANDALIDZW). 
 
Summary: 
1. We must be rooted in Jesus Christ or we do not have a firm root.  Rev 22:16  "I, Jesus, have sent 

My angel to testify to you these things for the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, the bright 
morning star." 

2. A love of money is a root of evil.  1 Tim 6:10  For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and 
some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith, and pierced themselves with many a pang.    

3. Unfulfilled desires can be a root that defiles many.  Heb 12:15  See to it that no one comes short of 
the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and by it many be defiled; 

4. Temptation, affliction or persecution can lead the Believer to move away from Christ and trip over 
the circumstances of life. 

 
Luke 8:14 = Identity of the Third  (Matt 13:22 & Mark 4:18-19) 
 
"And the seed which fell among the thorns, these are the ones who have heard, and as they go on their 
way they are choked (SUMPNIGO = to choke by crowding out) with worries (MERIMNOS = distractions) and 
riches (PLOUTOS) and pleasures (HEDONOS) of this life, and bring no fruit to maturity. 
 
Matt 13:22  "And the one on whom seed was sown among the thorns, this is the man who hears the word, and 
the worry of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. 
Mark 4:18-19  18 "And others are the ones on whom seed was sown among the thorns; these are the ones who 
have heard the word, 19 and the worries of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other 
things enter in and choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. 
 
Summary: 
1. This third group of hearers have withstood the normal pressures that face Christianity. 
2. They have faced and beaten the head-on attack of Satan. 
3. Yet, the things of life crowd out their relationship with the Vine. 
4. These things include: 

A. Worries. 
B. Wealth. 
C. Pleasures. 

5. The result is a lack of fruit in the Believer's life. 
 
Luke 8:15 = Identity of the Fourth  (Matt 13:23 & Mark 4:20) 
 
"And the seed in the good soil, these are the ones who have heard the word in an honest and good heart, 
and hold it fast (PAI KATECHW = have it based on a standard), and bear fruit with perseverance 
(HUPOMON8 = live under difficulty). 
 
Matt 13:23  "And the one on whom seed was sown on the good soil, this is the man who hears the word and 
understands it; who indeed bears fruit, and brings forth, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty." 
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Mark 4:20  "And those are the ones on whom seed was sown on the good soil; and they hear the word and 
accept it, and bear fruit, thirty, sixty, and a hundredfold." 
 
Summary: 
1. This fourth kind of hearer has true character and motivation. 
2. They are seeking a relationship with the Living God. 
3. They hold on to Him no matter the difficulties of life. 
4. They bear fruit. 
5. This is thanksgiving for our salvation.  Rom 7:4-5  Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die 

to the Law through the body of Christ, that you might be joined to another, to Him who was raised from 
the dead, that we might bear fruit for God.  For while we were in the flesh, the sinful passions, which were 
aroused by the Law, were at work in the members of our body to bear fruit for death. 

6. It is part of our worthy walk.  Col 1:9-12  For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not 
ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual 
wisdom and understanding, so that you may walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all 
respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; strengthened with all 
power, according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously giving 
thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 

7. Take a spiritual inventory of yourself and determine what kind of hearer you are. 
8. Pray that God will keep you or move you into the fourth category of hearer. 
9. Pray for one another. 
10. Pray for all of Christianity. 
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Mark 4:21-25; Luke 8:16-17 
Parable of the Lamp 

 
3. Jesus' Ministry Flowers:  Year Two  30-31 A.D. 

A. The Sermon on the Mount 
B. Parables 

1). A Centurion's Faith  Matt 8:1,5-13; Luke 7:1b-10  (9-35MM) 
2). Raising the Son of Nain's Widow  Luke 7:11-17  (10-35MM) 
3). Jesus and John the Baptist  Matt 11:2-19; Luke 7:18-35 
4). Jesus Anointed by an Outcast Woman  Luke 7:36-50 
5). Preach the Kingdom  Luke 8:1-3 
6). Parable of the Sower  Matt 13:1-23; Mark 4:1-20; Luke 8:4c-15 
7). Parable of the Lamp  Mark 4:21-25; Luke 8:16-17 

 
Luke 8:16 = Common Sense  (Mark 4:21) 
 
"Now no one after lighting a lamp (LUCHNOS = a hand held lamp fed with oil; not a candle or a torch (lampas)) 
covers it over with a container, or puts it under a bed; but he puts it on a lampstand, in order that those 
who come in may see the light. 
 
Mark 4:21  And He was saying to them, "A lamp is not brought to be put under a peck-measure, is it, or under a 
bed? Is it not brought to be put on the lampstand? 
 
Comment:  Light should illuminate the room. 
 
Luke 8:17 = The Divine Plan  (Mark 4:22-23) 
 
"For nothing is hidden (KRUPTOS = veiled) that shall not become evident (PHAN8ROS = manifested), nor 
anything secret that shall not be known and come to light. 
 
Mark 4:22-23  22 "For nothing is hidden, except to be revealed; nor has anything been secret, but that it should 
come to light.  23 "If any man has ears to hear, let him hear." 
 
Summary: 
1. One day all darkness will be removed. 
2. And all motives revealed. 
 
Luke 8:18 = A Divine Warning  (Mark 4:24-35) 
 
"Therefore take care how you listen; for whoever has, to him shall more be given; and whoever does not 
have, even what he thinks he has shall be taken away from him." 
 
Mark 4:24-25  24 And He was saying to them, "Take care what you listen to. By your standard of measure it shall 
be measured to you; and more shall be given you besides.  2 "For whoever has, to him shall more be given; and 
whoever does not have, even what he has shall be taken away from him." 
 
Summary: 
1. The context is light, so Jesus is telling us to use the light and get more. 
2. But if we hide the light we will lose what we have. 
3. Jesus used this analogy more than once.  Matt 5:15-16  "Nor do men light a lamp, and put it under the 

peck-measure, but on the lampstand; and it gives light to all who are in the house.  "Let your light shine 
before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven. 

4. Light is needed to find things lost in the darkness.  Luke 15:8-10  "Or what woman, if she has ten 
silver coins and loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and search carefully until she 
finds it?  "And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, 'Rejoice with 
me, for I have found the coin which I had lost!'  "In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of 
the angels of God over one sinner who repents." 
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5. We are to be a Spirit-led light.  John 5:33-35  "You have sent to John, and he has borne witness to the 
truth.  "But the witness which I receive is not from man, but I say these things that you may be saved.  
"He was the lamp that was burning and was shining and you were willing to rejoice for a while in his light. 

6. The Subject of prophecy is designed to light the darkness.  2 Pet 1:19-21  And so we have the 
prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark 
place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts.  But know this first of all, that no 
prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of 
human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 

7. Jesus, the Lamb, will light the New Jerusalem.  Rev 21:23  And the city has no need of the sun or of 
the moon to shine upon it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb. 
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Luke 8:19-21; Matt 12:22-50; Mark 3:19b-35 
An Eternal Sin 

 
3. Jesus' Ministry Flowers:  Year Two  30-31 A.D. 

A. The Sermon on the Mount 
B. Parables 

1). A Centurion's Faith  Matt 8:1,5-13; Luke 7:1b-10  (9-35MM) 
2). Raising the Son of Nain's Widow  Luke 7:11-17  (10-35MM) 
3). Jesus and John the Baptist  Matt 11:2-19; Luke 7:18-35 
4). Jesus Anointed by an Outcast Woman  Luke 7:36-50 
5). Preach the Kingdom  Luke 8:1-3 
6). Parable of the Sower  Matt 13:1-23; Mark 4:1-20; Luke 8:4c-15 
7). Parable of the Lamp  Mark 4:21-25; Luke 8:16-17 
8). An Eternal Sin  Matt 12:22-50; Mark 3:19b-35; Luke 8:19-21 

 
Luke 8:19 = Family Visit  (Matt 12:46 & Mark 3:31) 
 
And His mother and brothers came (herein is the problem; why were they not already there?) to Him, and they 
were unable to get to Him because of the crowd. 
 
Matt 12:46  While He was still speaking to the multitudes, behold, His mother and brothers were standing outside, 
seeking to speak to Him. 
Mark 3:31  And His mother and His brothers arrived, and standing outside they sent word to Him, and called Him. 
 
Luke 8:20 = The Report to Jesus  (Matt 12:47 & Mark 3:32) 
 
And it was reported to Him, "Your mother and Your brothers are standing outside, wishing to see You." 
 
Matt 12:47  And someone said to Him, "Behold, your mother and your brothers are standing outside seeking to 
speak to you." 
Mark 3:32  And a multitude was sitting around Him, and they said to Him, "Behold, your mother and your brothers 
are outside looking for you." 
 
Summary: 
1. The disciples are intently listening to Jesus' words. 
2. Satan wants to stop Christ's teaching, so he tries to use Jesus' well-meaning but unbelieving 

family to try to stop it.  (They not only would not hear him themselves, but they interrupted others that 
heard him gladly.)  

3. At his point His brothers were still unbelievers.  John 7:3-5  His brothers therefore said to Him, 
"Depart from here, and go into Judea, that Your disciples also may behold Your works which You are 
doing.  "For no one does anything in secret, when he himself seeks to be known publicly. If You do these 
things, show Yourself to the world."  For not even His brothers were believing in Him. 

4. They didn't come to hear Him but to see Him. 
5. His previous preaching at Nazareth had probably brought pressure on the family.  Luke 4:16-31 
6. They thought He had gone insane.  Mark 3:20-21  And He came home, and the multitude gathered 

again, to such an extent that they could not even eat a meal.  And when His own people heard of this, 
they went out to take custody of Him; for they were saying, "He has lost His senses." 

 
Luke 8:21 = His Comments  (Matt 12:48-50 & Mark 3:33-35) 
 
But He answered and said to them, "My mother and My brothers are these who hear the word of God and 
do it." 
 
Matt 12:48-50  48 But He answered the one who was telling Him and said, "Who is My mother and who are My 
brothers?"  49 And stretching out His hand toward His disciples, He said, "Behold, My mother and My brothers!  
50 "For whoever does the will of My Father who is in heaven, he is My brother and sister and mother." 
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Mark 3:33-35  33 And answering them, He said, "Who are My mother and My brothers?"  34 And looking about 
on those who were sitting around Him, He said, "Behold, My mother and My brothers!  35 "For whoever does the 
will of God, he is My brother and sister and mother." 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus is pointing out the need for obedience to God's Word. 
2. He is not dishonoring His mother, as proved by His whole life, but neither is He swayed from His 

mission and message. 
3. But He is pointing out to His brothers the need for obedience.  
4. The closest family relationships on earth are those built by a relationship with the Father. 
5. So, the greatest relationships are spiritual and not genetic.  Cf Acts 1:14 (the family came around) 
6. Principle:  The opposition we meet for the cause of Christ, must not drive us from the message 

and mission. 
7. Frequently those who are nearest to the means of knowledge and grace, are most negligent.  

(Familiarity and easiness of access breed some degree of contempt. We are apt to neglect that this day, 
which we think we may have any day, forgetting that it is only the present time we can be sure of; 
tomorrow is none of ours. (from Matthew Henry's Commentary on the Whole Bible: New Modern Edition, 
Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1991 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.)) 

8. Those who really wish well to us and to our work, may sometimes, by their indiscretion, prove to 
be impediments.  (as Peter was offensive to Christ, with his, "Master, spare thyself," when he thought 
himself very officious) 

9. Note that Mary was not able to command her son as has been preached by the church of Rome. 
10. Mary understood that Jesus needed to be about "His Father's business" much earlier in His life.  

Luke 2:49-51  And He said to them, "Why is it that you were looking for me? Did you not know that I had 
to be in My father's house?"  And they did not understand the statement which He had made to them.  
And He went down with them, and came to Nazareth; and He continued in subjection to them; and His 
mother treasured all these things in her heart. 

11. There is many a good truth that we thought was well laid up when we heard it, which yet is out of 
the way when we have occasion to use it. 

12. Jesus' disciples had preferred Him before their own blood relations as they had left their father, 
so Jesus does the same.  Matt 4:22; 10:37. 

 
Matt 12:22 = A Demon-Possessed Man 
 
Then there was brought to Him a demon-possessed (PMPTC DAIMONIDZOMAI = to be possessed of a 
demon) man who was blind and dumb, and He healed him, so that the dumb man spoke and saw. 
 
Comment:  I do not need the power, I just need to know the one with the power. 
 
Matt 12:23 = The Multitudes Question 
 
And all the multitudes were amazed, and began to say, "This man cannot be the Son of David, can he?" 
 
Matt 12:24 = The Pharisees Answer  (Mark 3:22) 
 
But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, "This man casts out demons only by Beelzebul (an uncertain 
derivation:  probably a play on Beelzebub meaning "lord of the flies" in OT Hebrew; it may mean "lord Baal" or 
simply "lord of the house"; one thing for certain it is a derogatory term that relates to Satan) the ruler of the 
demons." 
 
Mark 3:22  And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying, "He is possessed by Beelzebul," and 
"He casts out the demons by the ruler of the demons." 
 
Summary: 
1. Attributing Jesus' miracles to Satan was a common attack by the Pharisees.  Luke 11:15-20  But 

some of them said, "He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the ruler of the demons."  And others, to test 
Him, were demanding of Him a sign from heaven.  But He knew their thoughts, and said to them, "Any 
kingdom divided against itself is laid waste; and a house divided against itself falls.  "And if Satan also is 
divided against himself, how shall his kingdom stand? For you say that I cast out demons by Beelzebul.  
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"And if I by Beelzebul cast out demons, by whom do your sons cast them out? Consequently they shall be 
your judges.  "But if I cast out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 

2. Jesus used the attacks to warn His disciples of coming persecution.  Matt 10:25  "It is enough for 
the disciple that he become as his teacher, and the slave as his master. If they have called the head of 
the house Beelzebul, how much more the members of his household!  

 
Matt 12:25 = Jesus' Answer  
 
And knowing their thoughts He said to them, "Any kingdom divided against itself is laid waste; and any 
city or house divided against itself shall not stand. 
 
Matt 12:26 = Jesus' First Question  (Mark 3:23-26) 
 
"And if Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself; how then shall his kingdom stand? 
 
Mark 3:23-26  23 And He called them to Himself and began speaking to them in parables, "How can Satan cast 
out Satan? 24 "And if a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.  25 "And if a house is divided 
against itself, that house will not be able to stand.  26 "And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he 
cannot stand, but he is finished! 
 
Summary: 
1. It appears that while demons can affect some false miracles they cannot bring about true ones.  

Matt 7:22-23 
2. The Church today is loaded with man-made kingdoms which is why the visible structure will not 

stand. 
3. It is why the Church is under such attack. 
 
Matt 12:27 = Jesus' Second Question 
 
"And if I by Beelzebul cast out demons, by whom do your sons cast them out? Consequently they shall 
be your judges. 
 
Summary: 
1. Evidently a common problem dealt with by Jewish Rabbis. 
2. The ones not involved in this kind of spiritual battle would be the ones who will stand in judgment. 
3. The ones involved know if it is real or not. 
4. It is a case of the arrogant being truly ignorant of the situation, but thinking they know all there is 

to know. 
 
Matt 12:28 = Jesus' Conclusion 
 
"But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus says that this is a sign of the Kingdom. 
2. Notice that the Kingdom deals with spiritual issues first. 
 
Matt 12:29 = Jesus' Third Question  (Mark 3:27) 
 
"Or how can anyone enter the strong man's house and carry off his property, unless he first binds the 
strong man? And then he will plunder his house. 
 
Mark 3:27  "But no one can enter the strong man's house and plunder his property unless he first binds the strong 
man, and then he will plunder his house. 
 
Summary: 
1. The fact that Jesus can do this means that He is stronger than Satan. 
2. I do not need the power, I just need to know the one with the power. 
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Matt 12:30 = The Issue 
 
"He who is not with Me is against Me; and he who does not gather with Me scatters (SKORPIDZW = to 
spread out; divide). 
 
Summary: 
1. We had better be with Christ.  Josh 24:15 
2. God's grace is scattered to everyone.  2 Cor 9:7-9  Let each one do just as he has purposed in his 

heart; not grudgingly or under compulsion; for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to make all 
grace abound to you, that always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for 
every good deed; as it is written, "He scattered abroad, he gave to the poor, His righteousness abides 
forever." 

3. Satan's objective is to scatter the flock.  John 10:11-13  "I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd 
lays down His life for the sheep.  "He who is a hireling, and not a shepherd, who is not the owner of the 
sheep, beholds the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep, and flees, and the wolf snatches them, and 
scatters them.  "He flees because he is a hireling, and is not concerned about the sheep. 

 
Demons, Who Are They?: 
1. Demons are unclean spirits.  Luke 4:33-36  And there was a man in the synagogue possessed by the 

spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried out with a loud voice, "Ha! What do we have to do with You, 
Jesus of Nazareth? Have You come to destroy us? I know who You are-- the Holy One of God!"  And 
Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be quiet and come out of him!" And when the demon had thrown him down 
in their midst, he came out of him without doing him any harm.  And amazement came upon them all, and 
they began discussing with one another saying, "What is this message? For with authority and power He 
commands the unclean spirits, and they come out." 

Demons, What Do They Spread? 
2. They have their own Satanic doctrinal system which they spread through and to mankind.  1 Tim 

4:1-3 (It would of course involve a counterfeit of love and an outright hate of others)  But the Spirit 
explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and 
doctrines of demons, by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with a 
branding iron, men who forbid marriage and advocate abstaining from foods, which God has created to 
be gratefully shared in by those who believe and know the truth. 

3. The demonic system includes a belief in God.  James 2:19  You believe that God is one. You do well; 
the demons also believe, and shudder. 

4. Jealousy and selfish ambition is at the core of the demonic system.  James 3:13-18  Who among 
you is wise and understanding? Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in the gentleness of 
wisdom.  But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do not be arrogant and so lie 
against the truth.  This wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is earthly, natural, demonic.  
For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing.  But the wisdom from 
above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without 
hypocrisy.  And the seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace. 

Demons, How Do They Work?: 
5. Demons work through idols.  1 Cor 10:19-24  What do I mean then? That a thing sacrificed to idols is 

anything, or that an idol is anything?  No, but I say that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they 
sacrifice to demons, and not to God; and I do not want you to become sharers in demons.  You cannot 
drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table 
of demons.  Or do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? We are not stronger than He, are we?  All things are 
lawful, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful, but not all things edify.  Let no one seek his 
own good, but that of his neighbor. 

6. They use false miracles, but they cannot bring about true ones.  Matt 7:22-23  "Many will say to Me 
on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in 
Your name perform many miracles?'  "And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, 
you who practice lawlessness.'  Rev 16:13-14  And I saw coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out 
of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs; for 
they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them 
together for the war of the great day of God, the Almighty. 

7. They reverse problems they caused which gives the appearance of a miracle, but they cannot heal 
an inherently physical problem.  John 10:19-21  There arose a division again among the Jews 
because of these words.  And many of them were saying, "He has a demon and is insane. Why do you 
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listen to Him?"  Others were saying, "These are not the sayings of one demon-possessed.  A demon 
cannot open the eyes of the blind, can he?" 

Demon Possession, What Is It?: 
8. Demon Possession is the entry into a person's physical body and thus having a direct influence 

over, but not total control of the soul. Mark 5 
Demon Possession, How Is It Manifested?: 
9. Demon Possession could cause various physical problems, but were not the cause of all physical 

problems.   Matt 9:32-34  And as they were going out, behold, a dumb man, demon-possessed, was 
brought to Him.  And after the demon was cast out, the dumb man spoke; and the multitudes marveled, 
saying, "Nothing like this was ever seen in Israel."  But the Pharisees were saying, "He casts out the 
demons by the ruler of the demons." 

10. Demon Possession was often manifested in violent behavior.  Matt 8:28.  And when He had come to 
the other side into the country of the Gadarenes, two men who were demon-possessed met Him as they 
were coming out of the tombs; they were so exceedingly violent that no one could pass by that road.   

11. Demons can control the vocal cords of those they possess.  Mark 1:32-34  And when evening had 
come, after the sun had set, they began bringing to Him all who were ill and those who were demon-
possessed.  And the whole city had gathered at the door.  And He healed many who were ill with various 
diseases, and cast out many demons; and He was not permitting the demons to speak, because they 
knew who He was. 

12. They often try to hide by accusing the righteous of having a demon.  Luke 7:33-34  (Pointing the 
finger at others)  "For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine; and you say, 'He 
has a demon!'  "The Son of Man has come eating and drinking; and you say, 'Behold, a gluttonous man, 
and a drunkard, a friend of tax-gatherers and sinners!' 

Demons, How Do We Battle Them?: 
13. Realize that this is where the real struggle lies.  Eph 6:10-18 
14. Remember that demons know Jesus and their ultimate doom.  Matt 8:29-34  And behold, they cried 

out, saying, "What do we have to do with You, Son of God? Have You come here to torment us before 
the time?"  Now there was at a distance from them a herd of many swine feeding.  And the demons 
began to entreat Him, saying, "If You are going to cast us out, send us into the herd of swine."  And He 
said to them, "Be gone!" And they came out, and went into the swine, and behold, the whole herd rushed 
down the steep bank into the sea and perished in the waters.  And the herdsmen ran away, and went to 
the city, and reported everything, including the incident of the demoniacs.  And behold, the whole city 
came out to meet Jesus; and when they saw Him, they entreated Him to depart from their region. 

15. Remember that Demon Possession was viewed as a kind of illness which was subject to the 
healing hand of Jesus.  Matt 4:24  And the news about Him went out into all Syria; and they brought to 
Him all who were ill, taken with various diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics, paralytics; and He 
healed them. 

16. He removed them with a simple word.  Matt 8:16-17  And when evening had come, they brought to 
Him many who were demon-possessed; and He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were 
ill in order that what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, saying, "He Himself took 
our infirmities, and carried away our diseases." 

17. So, power over demons is found in Jesus.  Luke 9:49-50  And John answered and said, "Master, we 
saw someone casting out demons in Your name; and we tried to hinder him because he does not follow 
along with us."  But Jesus said to him, "Do not hinder him; for he who is not against you is for you." 

18. Remember that power over demons is not as great as one's salvation.  Luke 10:17-20  And the 
seventy returned with joy, saying, "Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name."  And He said 
to them, "I was watching Satan fall from heaven like lightning.  "Behold, I have given you authority to tread 
upon serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall injure you.   
"Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are 
recorded in heaven." 

19. Fight with faith in Jesus Christ, not formula.  Matt 15:22-28 cf Acts 19:11-20  And behold, a 
Canaanite woman came out from that region, and began to cry out, saying, "Have mercy on me, O Lord, 
Son of David; my daughter is cruelly demon-possessed."  But He did not answer her a word. And His 
disciples came to Him and kept asking Him, saying, "Send her away, for she is shouting out after us."  But 
He answered and said, "I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel."  But she came and 
began to bow down before Him, saying, "Lord, help me!"  And He answered and said, "It is not good to 
take the children's bread and throw it to the dogs."  But she said, "Yes, Lord; but even the dogs feed on 
the crumbs which fall from their masters' table."  Then Jesus answered and said to her, "O woman, your 
faith is great; be it done for you as you wish." And her daughter was healed at once.  Matt 17:15-21  
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"Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is a lunatic, and is very ill; for he often falls into the fire, and often 
into the water.  "And I brought him to Your disciples, and they could not cure him."  And Jesus answered 
and said, "O unbelieving and perverted generation, how long shall I be with you? How long shall I put up 
with you? Bring him here to Me."  And Jesus rebuked him, and the demon came out of him, and the boy 
was cured at once.  Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, "Why could we not cast it out?"  
And He said to them, "Because of the littleness of your faith; for truly I say to you, if you have faith as a 
mustard seed, you shall say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it shall move; and nothing 
shall be impossible to you.  ["But this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting."] 

20. Consider that those healed of demonic possession or oppression become great witnesses for 
Christ.  Mark 5:15-20  And they came to Jesus and observed the man who had been demon-possessed 
sitting down, clothed and in his right mind, the very man who had had the "legion"; and they became 
frightened.  And those who had seen it described to them how it had happened to the demon-possessed 
man, and all about the swine.  And they began to entreat Him to depart from their region.  And as He was 
getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed was entreating Him that he might 
accompany Him.  And He did not let him, but He said to him, "Go home to your people and report to them 
what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He had mercy on you."  And he went away and 
began to proclaim in Decapolis what great things Jesus had done for him; and everyone marvel. 

 
Matt 12:31 = Conclusion Drawn from V30 
 
"Therefore (He who is not with Me…) I say to you, any sin and blasphemy (BLASPHEMIA = to speak 
injuriously) shall be forgiven men, but blasphemy against the Spirit shall not be forgiven. 
 
Summary: 
1. A clear statement. 
2. What is blasphemy against the Holy Spirit? 
 
Matt 12:32 = A Dire Warning  (Mark 3:28-30) 
 
"And whoever shall speak a word (LOGOS = this word is used to convey the totality of a given thought; does 
not mean one word even though one word against the Holy Spirit is sin) against the Son of Man, it shall be 
forgiven him; but whoever shall speak against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him, either in this 
age, or in the age to come. 
 
Mark 3:28-30  28 "Truly I say to you, all sins shall be forgiven the sons of men, and whatever blasphemies they 
utter; 29 but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin"—
30 because they were saying, "He has an unclean spirit." 
 
Summary: 
1. In context (V30), Christ is the issue. 
2. The Holy Spirit reveals Jesus Christ.  John 16:13-14 
3. The Holy Spirit indwells and empowers Jesus Christ. 
4. Blasphemy attacks the essence of God and in this case it attacks the holiness and truthfulness of 

the Holy Spirit. 
5. This is dangerous ground to stand on. 
 
Matt 12:33 = Make the Necessary Changes 
 
"Either make the tree good, and its fruit good; or make the tree bad, and its fruit bad; for the tree is known 
by its fruit. 
 
Summary: 
1. This is an exhortation to those trying to hold neutral ground. 
2. Don't try to maintain the status quo. 
3. Don't play intellectual games trying to justify no fruit. 
4. Jesus wants all mankind to live right. 
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Matt 12:34 = Direct Confrontation of the Accusation 
 
"You brood of vipers (Pharisees), how can you, being evil (PON8ROS), speak what is good (AGATHOS)? 
For the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart. 
 
Summary: 
1. Only a Satan-led den of snakes would call Christ evil. 
2. So Jesus confronts the evil they possess. 
3. Some things He spoke clearly. 
4. What is in the heart will come out. 
 
Matt 12:35 = The Truth Comes Out 
 
"The good man out of his good treasure (TH8SAUROS = a place of safekeeping) brings forth what is good; 
and the evil man (PON8ROS) out of his evil treasure brings forth what is evil. 
 
Summary: 
1. What things are treasured in our heart? 
2. Is it treasure that enslaves?  Heb 11:24-26  By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be 

called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God, than 
to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin; considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the 
treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward. 

3. Is it treasure on earth or in heaven?  Matt 6:19-21  "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures upon earth, 
where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  "But lay up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; for where 
your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

4. Is it the treasure of being in Christ?  Col 2:1-3  For I want you to know how great a struggle I have on 
your behalf, and for those who are at Laodicea, and for all those who have not personally seen my face, 
that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in love, and attaining to all the wealth that 
comes from the full assurance of understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God's mystery, that is, 
Christ Himself, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

5. Is it the treasure of Christ in us?  2 Cor 4:6-10  For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," 
is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Christ.  But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassing greatness of the power may be 
of God and not from ourselves; we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not 
despairing; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying about in the 
body the dying of Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. 

 
Matt 12:36 = You Are Responsible for your Speech 
 
"And I say to you, that every careless word that men shall speak, they shall render account for it in the 
day of judgment. 
 
Comment:  Jesus is telling the Pharisees that all sin is sin and will not be forgotten. 
 
Matt 12:37 = There Will Be a Penalty 
 
"For by your (Pharisees) words you shall be justified, and by your words you shall be condemned." 
 
Summary: 
1. How would you like to stand before The Judge when He knows all the words  you have spoken in 

your life. 
2. What would you do if eternity was based on what you had said throughout the course of your life. 
3. Would you try to convince The Judge that they were all OK? 
4. Would you admit to failure and seek mercy? 
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Matt 12:38 = Trying to Change the Subject 
 
Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered Him, saying, "Teacher, we want to see a sign from 
You." 
 
Summary: 
1. Beating that same old horse. 
2. Jesus had already shown them sign after sign. 
3. They are trying to change the subject. 
4. Religious people do not want to talk about their own failings. 
5. They would rather look for and talk about yours. 
 
Matt 12:39 = One Irrefutable Sign 
 
But He answered and said to them, "An evil and adulterous generation craves for a sign; and yet no sign 
shall be given to it but the sign of Jonah the prophet; 
 
Comment:  This sign will come but not immediately because the cross and resurrection are still a couple 

of years away. 
 
Matt 12:40 = The Sign of Jonah 
 
for just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the sea monster, so shall the Son of Man 
be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 
 
Comment:  There is no greater "sign" of who this man Jesus was. 
 
Matt 12:41 = Some Gentiles Will Judge Some Jews 
 
"The men of Nineveh shall stand up with this generation at the judgment, and shall condemn it because 
they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and behold, something greater than Jonah is here. 
 
Summary: 
1. Nineveh was the capitol city of the Assyrian Empire. 
2. Jonah reluctantly went there with the gospel around 750 B.C. 
3. They were within 40 days of destruction, but they repented. 
4. Spiritual matters are more important than genetic relationships. 
5. Someone greater than a prophet is here. 
 
Matt 12:42 = Don't Miss the Point 
 
"The Queen of the South shall rise up with this generation at the judgment and shall condemn it, because 
she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and behold, something greater than 
Solomon is here. 
 
Summary: 
1. This refers to the Queen of Sheba (in Heb. Means "7".  Most think this is the Sabaeans who caravan 

traders) who came to meet with Solomon and was converted.  1 Kings 10:1-13 
2. The Queen of Sheba was known to be the Queen of Egypt and Ethiopia.  (She was thought to reside 

in Yemen across the Red Sea from Ethiopia in southern Saudi Arabia). 
3. Someone greater than a great and wise king is here. 
 
Matt 12:43 = The Way Unclean Spirits Work 
 
"Now when the unclean spirit goes out of a man, it passes through waterless places, seeking rest 
(ANAPAUSIS = 5x; upward rest), and does not find it. 
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Summary: 
1. Unclean spirits seek rest inside of humans. 
2. But, real rest is only found in Jesus Christ, so they will never find true rest.  Matt 11:29-30  "Take 

My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall find rest for 
your souls.  "For My yoke is easy, and My load is light." 

3. "Waterless places" refer to unbelievers who are consciously and actively involved in the spread of 
evil.  2 Pet 2:12-17  But these, like unreasoning animals, born as creatures of instinct to be captured and 
killed, reviling where they have no knowledge, will in the destruction of those creatures also be destroyed, 
suffering wrong as the wages of doing wrong. They count it a pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are 
stains and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, as they carouse with you, having eyes full of adultery 
and that never cease from sin, enticing unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children; 
forsaking the right way they have gone astray, having followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who 
loved the wages of unrighteousness, but he received a rebuke for his own transgression; for a dumb 
donkey, speaking with a voice of a man, restrained the madness of the prophet.  These are springs 
(gushing forth something) without water, and mists driven by a storm, for whom the black darkness has 
been reserved. 

4. These unbelievers sometimes hide out among Believers.  Jude 1:11-13  Woe to them! For they have 
gone the way of Cain, and for pay they have rushed headlong into the error of Balaam, and perished in 
the rebellion of Korah.  These men are those who are hidden reefs in your love feasts when they feast 
with you without fear, caring for themselves; clouds (ready to drop something on you) without water, 
carried along by winds; autumn trees without fruit, doubly dead, uprooted; wild waves of the sea, casting 
up their own shame like foam; wandering stars, for whom the black darkness has been reserved forever. 

5. An unclean spirit that has been removed is not needed by the "waterless places" as they are 
already gung ho for Satan. 

 
Matt 12:44 = The Unclean Spirit Returns 
 
"Then it says, 'I will return to my house from which I came'; and when it comes, it finds it unoccupied, 
swept, and put in order. 
 
Summary: 
1. The real problem is that the house never became occupied. 
2. Someone just cleaned it and made it ready to be occupied.  John 16:8-11 
3. But then the person locked the door by not accepting Jesus as the Messiah.  Rev 3:20-21  
4. And by rejecting Christ it did not allow the Holy Spirit to enter who could protect them.  1 John 

4:1-3 
5. The lights were on but nobody was home. 
 
Matt 12:45 = And Brings Help This Time 
 
"Then it goes, and takes along with it seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live 
there; and the last state of that man becomes worse than the first. That is the way it will also be with this 
evil generation." 
 
Comment:  Believe in Jesus Christ or descend farther into evil. 
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Matt 13:24-30 
The Wheat and the Tares 

 
3. Jesus' Ministry Flowers:  Year Two  30-31 A.D. 

A. The Sermon on the Mount 
B. Parables 

1). A Centurion's Faith  Matt 8:1,5-13; Luke 7:1b-10  (9-35MM) 
2). Raising the Son of Nain's Widow  Luke 7:11-17  (10-35MM) 
3). Jesus and John the Baptist  Matt 11:2-19; Luke 7:18-35 
4). Jesus Anointed by an Outcast Woman  Luke 7:36-50 
5). Preach the Kingdom  Luke 8:1-3 
6). Parable of the Sower  Matt 13:1-23; Mark 4:1-20; Luke 8:4c-15 
7). Parable of the Lamp  Mark 4:21-25; Luke 8:16-17 
8). An Eternal Sin  Matt 12:22-50; Mark 3:19b-35; Luke 8:19-21 
9). The Wheat and the Tares  Matt 13:24-30 

 
Matt 13:24 = Sowing Good Seed 
 
He presented another parable to them, saying, "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man 
(landowner of V27) who sowed good seed in his field. 
 
Matt 13:25 = The Enemy's Subtle Attack 
 
"But while men (servants of the landowner) were sleeping (KATHEUDW = the word is used of physical sleep in 
the gospels with the inference of being spiritually asleep; in the epistles it is used exclusively for spiritual sleep), 
his enemy came and sowed tares (ZIZANION = 8x; all usages in this paragraph; is a kind of darnel, a weed, the 
commonest of the four main species in the area at that time, being the bearded one, growing in the grain fields, as 
tall as wheat and barley, and resembling wheat in appearance. It was credited among the Jews with being 
degenerate wheat. The rabbis called it "illegitimate." The seeds are poisonous to man and herbivorous animals, 
producing sleepiness, nausea, convulsions and even death (they are harmless to poultry). The plants can be 
separated out, but the custom, as in the parable, is to leave the cleaning out till near the time of harvest.  The 
Lord describes the tares as "the sons of the evil one"; false teachings are indissociable from their propagandists. 
From Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words)  also among the wheat, and went away. 
 
Matt 13:26 = The Enemy Attack Becomes Known 
 
"But when the wheat sprang up and bore grain, then the tares became evident also. 
 
Matt 13:27 = Others Want to Know How this Happened 
 
"And the slaves of the landowner came and said to him, 'Sir, did you not sow good seed in your field? 
How then does it have tares?' 
 
Summary: 
1. Believers will question the Lord from time to time. 
2. Did He plant these evil counterfeits with the true ones?  No 
 
Matt 13:28 = What Is to be Done? 
 
"And he said to them, 'An enemy has done this!' And the slaves said to him, 'Do you want us, then, to go 
and gather them up?' 
 
1. The Lord takes no responsibility for planting the tares. 
2. Well meaning Believers want to go round them up. 
3. The Inquisition led by Roman Catholicism should have studied this parable. 
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Matt 13:29 = Wait for the Right Time? 
 
"But he said, 'No; lest while you are gathering up the tares, you may root up the wheat with them. 
 
Comment:  His answer was to leave them alone because they would make mistakes. 
 
Matt 13:30 = Let The Landowner Make the Separation 
 
'Allow both to grow together until the harvest; and in the time of the harvest I will say to the reapers, 
"First gather up the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them up; but gather the wheat into my barn."' 
 
Summary: 
1. The Lord will use hand-picked harvesters at the right time. 
2. Notice that both are permitted to "mature." 
3. If one leaves out the "new birth" or the "regeneration" or the "new creation" then one becomes a 

Calvinist. 
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Matt 13:31-35; Mark 4:26-34; Luke 13:18-21 
Harvest, Mustard and Yeast 

 
3. Jesus' Ministry Flowers:  Year Two  30-31 A.D. 

A. The Sermon on the Mount 
B. Parables 

1). A Centurion's Faith  Matt 8:1,5-13; Luke 7:1b-10  (9-35MM) 
2). Raising the Son of Nain's Widow  Luke 7:11-17  (10-35MM) 
3). Jesus and John the Baptist  Matt 11:2-19; Luke 7:18-35 
4). Jesus Anointed by an Outcast Woman  Luke 7:36-50 
5). Preach the Kingdom  Luke 8:1-3 
6). Parable of the Sower  Matt 13:1-23; Mark 4:1-20; Luke 8:4c-15 
7). Parable of the Lamp  Mark 4:21-25; Luke 8:16-17 
8). An Eternal Sin  Matt 12:22-50; Mark 3:19b-35; Luke 8:19-21 
9). The Wheat and the Tares  Matt 13:24-30 
10). Harvest, Mustard and Yeast  Matt 13:31-35; Mark 4:26-34; Luke 13:18-21 

  
Matt 13:31 = The Kingdom of Heaven Is a Sown Seed  (Luke 13:18) 
 
He presented another parable to them, saying, "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a 
man took and sowed in his field; 

 
Luke 13:18  Therefore He was saying, "What is the kingdom of God like, and to what shall I compare it? 
 
Matt 13:32 = Don't Go on Initial Appearances  (Mark 4:30-34 & Luke 13:19) 
 
and this is smaller than all other seeds; but when it is full grown, it is larger than the garden plants, and 
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and nest in its branches." 
 
Mark 4:30-34  30 And He said, "How shall we picture the kingdom of God, or by what parable shall we present it?  
31 "It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the soil, though it is smaller than all the seeds that are upon 
the soil, 32 yet when it is sown, grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and forms large 
branches; so that the birds of the air can nest under its shade."  33 And with many such parables He was 
speaking the word to them as they were able to hear it; 34 and He did not speak to them without a parable; but 
He was explaining everything privately to His own disciples. 
Luke 13:19  "It is like a mustard seed, which a man took and threw into his own garden; and it grew and became 
a tree; and the birds of the air nested in its branches." 
 
Summary: 
1. Christ's Kingdom will not be immediately obvious. 
2. It will take some time. 
 
Matt 13:33 = The Kingdom Is Going to Spread  (Luke 20-21) 
 
He spoke another parable to them, "The kingdom of heaven is like (HOMOIOS = resembles) leaven, which 
a woman took, and hid in three pecks of meal, until it was all leavened." 
 
Luke 13:20-21  20 And again He said, "To what shall I compare the kingdom of God?  21 "It is like leaven, which 
a woman took and hid in three pecks of meal, until it was all leavened." 
 
Summary: 
1. It will spread like leaven. 
2. Just as evil spreads quickly, so will the Kingdom. 
3. It will eventually spread to all. 
4. The three pecks of meal probably refer to Israel, the Gentiles and the Church. 
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Matt 13:34 = The Method Jesus Used 
 
All these things Jesus spoke to the multitudes in parables, and He did not speak to them without a 
parable, 
 
Matt 13:35 = The Method Fulfilled a Prophecy 
 
so that what was spoken through the prophet might be fulfilled, saying, "I will open My mouth in parables; 
I will utter things hidden since the foundation of the world." 
 
Ps 78:1-4  A maskil (Ptc of SAKAL = look at in order to be wise; analyze)  of Asaph 
1 Listen, O my people, to my instruction; incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 
2 I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings of old, 
3 Which we have heard and known, and our fathers have told us. 
4 We will not conceal them from their children, but tell to the generation to come the praises of the LORD, 

and His strength and His wondrous works that He has done. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus speaks in parables in fulfillment of prophecy. 
2. He is revealing how the Kingdom of God will come into existence. 
3. It will not suddenly appear in all its grandeur. 
4. It will start slowly in the hearts of men. 
5. It will spread eventually to all the world. 
6. It will grow in the midst of the tares. 
7. The placement of these parables is designed to show how the overt kingdom will eventually come 

into existence. 
 

Mark 4:26 = The Sower 
 
And He was saying, "The kingdom of God is like a man who casts seed upon the soil; 
 
Summary: 
1. The Kingdom of God and the Kingdom of Heaven are the same.   
2. One references who is there, the other what it is like. 
 
Principle #1:  We are to sow the seed of the Word of God, trusting in Him to provide.  2 Cor 9:6-15  6  Now 

this I say, he who sows sparingly shall also reap sparingly; and he who sows bountifully shall also reap 
bountifully.  7  Let each one do just as he has purposed in his heart; not grudgingly or under compulsion; 
for God loves a cheerful giver.  8  And God is able to make all grace abound to you, that always having all 
sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed;  9  as it is written, "He 
scattered abroad, he gave to the poor, His righteousness abides forever."  10  Now He who supplies seed 
to the sower and bread for food, will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of 
your righteousness;  11  you will be enriched in everything for all liberality, which through us is producing 
thanksgiving to God.  12  For the ministry of this service is not only fully supplying the needs of the saints, 
but is also overflowing through many thanksgivings to God.  13  Because of the proof given by this 
ministry they will glorify God for your obedience to your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for the 
liberality of your contribution to them and to all,  14  while they also, by prayer on your behalf, yearn for 
you because of the surpassing grace of God in you.  15  Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift! 

 
Mark 4:27 = The Sower Does Not Cause the Growth 
 
and goes to bed at night and gets up by day, and the seed sprouts up and grows (PPSS M8KUNW = 1x; to 
grow long, tall) -- how, he himself does not know. 
 
Principle #2:  We are to have faith that God will bring about the growth. 
 
Summary: 
1. He can cause even a walking staff to bud.  Heb 9:3-5  And behind the second veil, there was a 

tabernacle which is called the Holy of Holies, having a golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant 
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covered on all sides with gold, in which was a golden jar holding the manna, and Aaron's rod which 
budded, and the tables of the covenant.  And above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the 
mercy seat; but of these things we cannot now speak in detail. 

2. He is the one who ends droughts.  James 5:17-20  Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he 
prayed earnestly that it might not rain; and it did not rain on the earth for three years and six months.  And 
he prayed again, and the sky poured rain, and the earth produced its fruit.  My brethren, if any among you 
strays from the truth, and one turns him back, let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his 
way will save his soul from death, and will cover a multitude of sins. 

 
Mark 4:28 = The Sower Watches And Waits 
 
"The soil produces crops by itself; first the blade, then the head, then the mature grain in the head. 
 
Principle #3:  Then we are to watch and wait. 
 
Heb 12:3  For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you may not grow 
weary and lose heart. 
Gal 6:9  And let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we shall reap if we do not grow weary. 
 
Mark 4:29 = The Right Time 
 
"But when the crop permits, he immediately puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come." 
 
Principle #4:  Be ready for the time of reaping. 
 
Growing Up: 
Realize That: 
1. God causes the spiritual growth, not the sower or the caretaker.  1 Cor 3:6-7  I planted, Apollos 

watered, but God was causing the growth.  So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is 
anything, but God who causes the growth.  

2. Growth is commanded, so we must trust the One who causes the growth in order to truly grow.  2 
Pet 3:17-18  You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard lest, being carried away 
by the error of unprincipled men, you fall from your own steadfastness, but grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. 
Amen. 

For Spiritual Growth To Occur: 
3. We must not abandon our childlike faith.  1 Pet 2:1-3  Therefore, putting aside all malice and all guile 

and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the word, that by it 
you may grow in respect to salvation, if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord. 

4. We must grow in the knowledge of God to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord.  Col 1:9-12 
(fellowship) For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to 
ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that 
you may walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good 
work and increasing in the knowledge of God; strengthened with all power, according to His glorious 
might, for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously giving thanks to the Father, who has 
qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 

5. Give it time so as to spiritually strengthen our human spirit.  Luke 1:80  And the child (John) 
continued to grow, and to become strong in (no def. art. here) spirit, and he lived in the deserts until the 
day of his public appearance to Israel. 

Spiritual Growth Involves: 
6. An increase in wisdom and grace.  Luke 2:40  And the Child continued to grow and become strong, 

increasing in wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him.  
7. Accepting the Lord's rightful position in your life.  John 3:30  "He must increase, but I must 

decrease.   
8. Do the things disciples do: 

A. Spread the Word of God so that disciples may increase.  Acts 6:7  And the word of God kept 
on spreading; and the number of the disciples continued to increase greatly in Jerusalem, and a 
great many of the priests were becoming obedient to the faith.   
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B. Live by faith which serves to increase the Kingdom of God.  2 Cor 10:14-16  For we are not 
overextending ourselves, as if we did not reach to you, for we were the first to come even as far 
as you in the gospel of Christ; not boasting beyond our measure, that is, in other men's labors, 
but with the hope that as your faith grows, we shall be, within our sphere, enlarged even more by 
you, so as to preach the gospel even to the regions beyond you, and not to boast in what has 
been accomplished in the sphere of another. 

C. Sow the seeds of spiritual nourishment and God will cause your "harvest" to grow.  2 Cor 
9:10  Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food, will supply and multiply your 
seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness;   

Identifying Spiritual Growth: 
9. It is beautiful to behold.  Matt 6:28-29  "And why are you anxious about clothing? Observe how the lilies 

of the field grow; they do not toil nor do they spin, yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory did 
not clothe himself like one of these. 

10. It takes its place in the spiritual temple of God.  Eph 2:19-22  (Unity, interdependence, priesthood; 
GAP 2)  So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and 
are of God's household, having been built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus 
Himself being the corner stone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together is growing into a holy 
temple in the Lord; in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit. 

11. It grows in love.  Eph 4:14-16  As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by 
waves, and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful 
scheming; but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him, who is the head, even 
Christ, from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by that which every joint supplies, 
according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up 
of itself in love. 

12. It removes Legalism.  Col 2:18-19  Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-
abasement and the worship of the angels, taking his stand on visions he has seen, inflated without cause 
by his fleshly mind, and not holding fast to the head, from whom the entire body, being supplied and held 
together by the joints and ligaments, grows with a growth which is from God. 
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Matt 13:36-52 
The Kingdom Explained 

 
3. Jesus' Ministry Flowers:  Year Two  30-31 A.D. 

A. The Sermon on the Mount 
B. Parables 

1). A Centurion's Faith  Matt 8:1,5-13; Luke 7:1b-10  (9-35MM) 
2). Raising the Son of Nain's Widow  Luke 7:11-17  (10-35MM) 
3). Jesus and John the Baptist  Matt 11:2-19; Luke 7:18-35 
4). Jesus Anointed by an Outcast Woman  Luke 7:36-50 
5). Preach the Kingdom  Luke 8:1-3 
6). Parable of the Sower and the Lamp  Matt 13:1-9; Mark 4:1-9; Luke 8:4c-18; 
7). An Eternal Sin  Matt 12:22-50; Mark 3:19b-35; Luke 8:19-21 
8). The Wheat and the Tares  Matt 13:24-30 
9). Hidden Things  Mark 4:21-25; Luke 8:16-18 
10). Harvest, Mustard and Yeast  Matt 13:31-35; Mark 4:26-34; Luke 13:18-21 
11). The Kingdom Explained  Matt 13:36-52 

 
Matt 13:36 = The Disciples' Questions 
 
Then He left the multitudes, and went into the house. And His disciples came to Him, saying, "Explain to 
us the parable of the tares of the field." 
 
Matt 13:37 = Identity of the Sower of Good Seed 
 
And He answered and said, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man, 
 
Matt 13:38 = Identity of the other Symbols 
 
and the field is the world; and as for the good seed, these are the sons of the kingdom; and the tares are 
the sons of the evil one; 
 
Summary: 
1. The field is the world.   
2. The good seed is the sons of the kingdom. 
3. While the tares are the sons of the devil.  John 8 
4. The sons of the devil can change sides. 
5. The objective is to produce fruit. 
6. The is indeed a conflict of interests. 
 
Matt 13:39 = Identity of the Enemy 
 
and the enemy who sowed them is the devil, and the harvest is the end of the age; and the reapers are 
angels. 
 
Matt 13:40 = The End of the Age 
 
"Therefore just as the tares are gathered up and burned with fire, so shall it be at the end of the age (of 
Israel). 
 
Summary: 
1. This is a warning to those who want to produce fruit with their life. 
2. There will be those around you who will try to keep you from it. 
3. God leaves the sons of the evil one here for a reason. 
4. It is called grace. 
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Matt 13:41 = Removal of the Wicked 
 
"The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling blocks, 
and those who commit lawlessness, 
 
Matt 13:42 = The Demise of the Wicked 
 
and will cast them into the furnace of fire; in that place there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
 
Comment:  The message is simple:  Repent and be saved or do not repent and be burned. 
 
Matt 13:43 = Blessings for the Righteous 
 
"Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him 
hear. 
 
Summary: 
1. While we were sleeping…The Grinch stole Christmas 
2. Tares were sown-the thorns and thistles of human viewpoint, carried around by unregenerate 

people. 
3. They began to multiply. 
4. They began to choke out the wheat. 
5. The enemy sowed the tare of counterfeit love: 

A. Selective Love is OK. 
B. Conditional Love is OK. 
C. Sexual immorality is OK. 
D. As long as it is "safe" sex it is OK. 
E. Love based on my feelings alone are OK. 

6. The enemy sowed the tare of envy: 
A. It is OK to want the things others have. 
B. It is OK to want the power others have. 
C. It is OK to want the fortune others have. 
D. It is OK to want the pleasure others have. 

7. The enemy sowed the tare of selfishness: 
A. I want it my way. 
B. I want you to do what I want you to do. 
C. I want you to do it the way I want. 
D. I will love you only if you do what I want. 
E. I will manipulate you or anyone else to get what I want. 
F. I will twist the truth to get what I want. 
G. I will lie to get what I want. 
H. My self-esteem is all that matters. 

8. The enemy sowed the tare of injustice: 
A. It's OK if it is legal. 
B. It's OK if I get away with it. 
C. It's OK to change the rules if it benefits me. 
D. True fairness always benefits me. 
E. The most unfair event in history bought our salvation. 
F. We should point the finger of accusation toward others to hide what we are doing 

ourselves. 
G. If we can find someone else to blame, we are not responsible for our actions. 
H. Call evil good and good evil. 

9. The enemy sowed the tare of arrogance. 
A. I am better than you. 
B. I dress better. 
C. I have a better physical appearance. 
D. My parents are… 
E. I know more. 
F. I had a better education. 
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G. I drive a better vehicle. 
H. I live in a better house. 
I. I live in a better place. 
J. I run with the right crowd (the "right" crowd appreciates grace). 
K. I am not as bad as you. 

10. The enemy sowed the tare of iniquity (distortion of god's word). 
A. You don't need time in the Word. 
B. You don't need time with other Christians. 
C. You don't need time with unbelievers. 
D. You have all the time in the world. 
E. Your rest and relaxation is more important than assembling with other Believers. 
F. The weather is too bad to go to church this morning. 
G. The weather is too good to go to church this morning. 
H. Church is for other people. 
I. It's too radical to be at church every time the doors open. 
J. I don't want to overdo this Jesus thing with my kids. 
K. I can find the answers to my problems in psychology books. 
L. I can have peace and safety if a certain politician is elected. 
M. You need to accept false theology. 
N. It is OK to let yoga and T.M. into our society. 
O. It is OK to be open-minded about theology that denies the one true God. 
P. It is OK to dismantle our military. 
Q. It is OK to show professed enemies our deepest secrets. 
R. It is OK to just look like a Christian (on Sunday morning, for the right people). 
S. OK to just speak like a Christian. 
T. It is OK not to look like a Christian. 
U. It is OK to believe that God did not create the heavens and earth. 
V. It is OK to believe that Satan does not exist. 
W. You can be your own god. 
X. There are many gods. 

11. The enemy sowed the tare of busyness. 
A. We must be busy to be happy. 
B. We must be entertained. 

 
Fleshing It Out: 
1. Do we apologize for being a Christian? 
2. Do we hide our light? 
3. Do we fail to spread the preservative?  (on a salt-free diet?) 
4. Scriptural Exhortations.  Eph 5:14-16  For this reason it says, "Awake, sleeper, and arise from the 

dead, and Christ will shine on you."  Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men, but as wise, 
making the most of your time, because the days are evil.  1Thes 5:6-10  so then let us not sleep as 
others do, but let us be alert and sober.  For those who sleep do their sleeping at night, and those who 
get drunk get drunk at night.  But since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of 
faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation.  For God has not destined us for wrath, but for 
obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, that whether we are awake or asleep, 
we may live together with Him. 

 
Wake Up: 
1. Pray. 
2. Inventory our activities. 
3. Pray. 
4. Inventory our priorities. 
5. Pray. 
6. Where is God in that list? 
7. Pray. 
8. Make a new list. 
9. Pray. 
10. Does the list include: 

A. Personal time with the Lord?  (Magnify) 
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B. Consistent assembly with God's people?  (Members) 
C. Service to others?  (Ministry) 
D. Spreading the kingdom?  (Mission) 
E. Leaving behind childish things?  (Maturity) 

11. Pray 
12. Begin doing what is right. 
13. Pray 
 
Matt 13:44 = The Treasure 
 
"The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure (TH8SAUROS = it denotes a place of safekeeping or something 
valuable enough to be safely kept) hidden (PF PS PTC KRUPTW = to veil, hide) in the field, which a man 
found and hid; and from joy over it he goes and sells (PAI PWLEW = to exchange, barter or sell) all that he 
has, and buys (PAI AGORADZW = obtain) that field. 
 
Summary: 
1. Under Rabbinic Law if a workman found a treasure in a field and lifted it out it became the 

master's.  If he did not lift it out there was no legal issue. 
2. The issue is the value of the treasure. 
3. The treasures of the Kingdom were hidden from those who considered themselves wise and 

intelligent.  Matt 11:25  At that time Jesus answered and said, "I praise Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, that Thou didst hide these things from {the} wise and intelligent and didst reveal them to 
babes.  

4. This parable is teaching that if we were to see the real value of the Kingdom, we would do what is 
needed to obtain it.  (It would be like selling one's birthright for a mess of pottage) 

5. Realizing the value of the Kingdom begins with realizing that we have been bought with a price.  1 
Cor 6:20  For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.  1 Cor 7:23  You 
were bought with a price; do not become slaves of men.  2 Pet 2:1  But false prophets also arose among 
the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive 
heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves. 

6. Doing what is needed includes getting earthly possessions into the proper perspective.  Matt 
19:21  Jesus said to him, "If you wish to be complete, go {and} sell your possessions and give to {the} 
poor, and you shall have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me."  Heb 11:24-26  By faith Moses, when 
he had grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; choosing rather to endure ill-
treatment with the people of God, than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin; considering the reproach of 
Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward. 

7. Getting the right perspective on the things of this world leads to a special relationship with the 
Lord.  Rev 2:17  (More treasure)  'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 
To him who overcomes, to him I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, 
and a new name written on the stone which no one knows but he who receives it.' 

8. It also involves getting spiritual issues into the right perspective.  Rev 3:18  I advise you to buy from 
Me gold refined by fire, that you may become rich, and white garments, that you may clothe yourself, and 
that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes, that you may 
see. 

9. What we see as most valuable in this life is an indicator of where our heart really is focused.  Matt 
6:19-21  "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where 
thieves break in and steal.  "But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; for where your treasure is, there will your heart be 
also. 

10. God's light in our life is treasure.  2 Cor 4:5-7  For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as 
Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus' sake.  For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of 
darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in 
the face of Christ.  But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassing greatness of the 
power may be of God and not from ourselves; 

11. This light is not to be hidden.  Matt 5:14  "You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be 
hidden.    

12. In Christ we can receive all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.  Col 2:1-3  For I want you to 
know how great a struggle I have on your behalf, and for those who are at Laodicea, and for all those who 
have not personally seen my face, that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in love, 
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and attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding, resulting in a true 
knowledge of God's mystery, that is, Christ Himself, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge. 

13. The treasures of the Master are not to be hidden away.  Matt 25:18  "But he who received the one 
{talent} went away and dug in the ground, and hid his master's money.  

14. Wise men joyfully place their treasures before the Lord.  Matt 2:11  And they came into the house 
and saw the Child with Mary His mother; and they fell down and worshiped Him; and opening their 
treasures they presented to Him gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh.   

15. A good man will spread his good treasure around.  Matt 12:35  "The good man out of {his} good 
treasure brings forth what is good; and the evil man out of {his} evil treasure brings forth what is evil.  

16. A disciple of the Kingdom spreads around his old and new treasure.  (Indicates he is growing, 
learning from mistakes, breaking new ground)  Matt 13:52  And He said to them, "Therefore every scribe 
who has become a disciple of the kingdom of heaven is like a head of a household, who brings forth out 
of his treasure things new and old."  

17. Jesus gets very upset with those who seek to make treasure by stealing from God's people.  Matt 
21:12-13  And Jesus entered the temple and cast out all those who were buying and selling in the temple, 
and overturned the tables of the moneychangers and the seats of those who were selling doves.  And He 
said to them, "It is written, 'My house shall be called a house of prayer'; but you are making it a robbers' 
den." 

 
Matt 13:45 = The Seeker of Fine Pearls 
 
"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant (EMPOROS = a person on a journey; basic meaning is a 
traveler; only here and in Rev 18) seeking fine pearls, 
 
Matt 13:46 = The One Who Found the Finest 
 
and upon finding one pearl of great value (POLUTIMOS = great weight, value, honor), he went and sold all 
that he had, and bought it. 
 
Summary: 
1. The issue in this parable is the value of the pearl. 
2. This man who knew the value of pearls found the one most valuable. 
3. He too was determined to get it-at any cost. 
4. In the parable before the man "accidentally" found it. 
5. In this parable the man was looking for it. 
6. In both parables they recognized what they had found. 
7. Jesus is the focus of the Kingdom, not things.  John 12:3-6  Mary therefore took a pound of very 

costly perfume of pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair; and the 
house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.  But Judas Iscariot, one of His disciples, who was 
intending to betray Him, said,  "Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii, and given to 
poor people?"  Now he said this, not because he was concerned about the poor, but because he was a 
thief, and as he had the money box, he used to pilfer what was put into it. 

8. Proven faith is of greater value than the things of life. 1 Pet 1:3-9  Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and 
undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are protected by the power of God 
through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  In this you greatly rejoice, even though 
now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, that the proof of your faith, 
being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in 
praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; and though you have not seen Him, you love 
Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible 
and full of glory, obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls. 

9. Seek first His Kingdom.  Matt 6:33  "But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added to you. 
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Matt 13:47 = The Catchall 
 
"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet (SAG8N8 = 1X; denotes "a dragnet, a seine"; two modes were 
employed with this, either by its being let down into the water and drawn together in a narrowing circle, and then 
into the boat, or as a semicircle drawn to the shore.  The Greek historian Herodotus uses the corresponding verb 
SAGENEUO of a device by which the Persians are said to have cleared a conquered island of its inhabitants) 
cast into the sea, and gathering fish of every kind; 
 
Matt 13:48 = The Separation 
 
and when it was filled, they drew it up on the beach; and they sat down, and gathered the good fish into 
containers, but the bad (SAPROS = "corrupt, rotten" (akin to sepo, "to rot"), primarily, of vegetable and animal 
substances, expresses what is of poor quality, unfit for use, putrid) they threw away. 
 
Summary: 
1. The Kingdom of Heaven will initially have the good and bad together. 
2. One day they will be gathered together and taken into a different habitat.  Cf 13:28,29,30,40,41 
3. The "rotten" fish will be removed, like the tares from the field. 
4. Unlike real fish, the "fish" in view here have a choice as to whether or not they are good or rotten, 

just like the "trees" Jesus had previously mentioned.  Matt 12:32-33  "And whoever shall speak a 
word against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him; but whoever shall speak against the Holy Spirit, it 
shall not be forgiven him, either in this age, or in the age to come.  "Either make the tree good, and its 
fruit good; or make the tree bad, and its fruit bad; for the tree is known by its fruit. 

5. We are expected to bring forth fruit that is in keeping with the choice that we made.  Matt 7:16-20  
"You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes, nor figs from thistles, are 
they?  "Even so, every good tree bears good fruit; but the bad tree bears bad fruit.  "A good tree cannot 
produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit.  "Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut 
down and thrown into the fire.  "So then, you will know them by their fruits. 

6. This fruit clearly includes the issue of gracious speech.  Eph 4:29  Let no unwholesome word 
proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the 
moment, that it may give grace to those who hear. 

 
Matt 13:49 = The Final Regathering 
 
"So it will be at the end of the age (of Israel); the angels shall come forth, and take out the wicked from 
among the righteous, 
 
Matt 13:50 = The Fate of the Wicked 
 
and will cast them into the furnace of fire; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
 
The Parables: 
1. The Sower  Matt 13:1-23 
2. Wheat and Tares  Matt 13:24-30; 36-43 
3. The Mustard Seed  Matt 13:31-32; Mark 4:30-34 
4. The Leaven  Matt 13:33-35 
5. The Seed  Mark 4:26-29 
6. A Great Treasure  Matt 13:44 
7. The Pearl of Great Value  Matt 13:45-46 
8. A Dragnet  Matt 13:47-48 
 
How To Use The Parables: 
 
Matt 13:51 = Do You Understand? 
 
"Have you understood (AAI SUNIEMI = be with; perceive and understand) all these things?" They said to 
Him, "Yes." 
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Matt 13:52 = If So, Use It 
 
And He said to them, "Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple of the kingdom of heaven is like 
a head of a household, who brings forth out of his treasure things new and old." 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus wanted His disciples to understand these parables.  Matt 13:13-15  "Therefore I speak to them 

in parables; because while seeing they do not see, and while hearing they do not hear, nor do they 
understand.  "And in their case the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says, 'You will keep on 
hearing, but will not understand; and you will keep on seeing, but will not perceive;  For the heart of this 
people has become dull, and with their ears they scarcely hear, and they have closed their eyes lest they 
should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart and return, and I 
should heal them.' 

2. If they did not understand them, the evil one would snatch these words away.  Matt 13:19  "When 
anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches 
away what has been sown in his heart. This is the one on whom seed was sown beside the road. 

3. He wanted them to understand them so they could produce fruit.  Matt 13:23  "And the one on 
whom seed was sown on the good soil, this is the man who hears the word and understands it; who 
indeed bears fruit, and brings forth, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty." 

4. He also wanted all to understand that legalism is what defiles mankind.  Mark 7:14-15  And after He 
called the multitude to Him again, He began saying to them, "Listen to Me, all of you, and understand:  
there is nothing outside the man which going into him can defile him; but the things which proceed out of 
the man are what defile the man. 

5. He wants us all to trust Him for our daily bread.  Mark 8:16-17  And they began to discuss with one 
another the fact that they had no bread.  And Jesus, aware of this, said to them, "Why do you discuss the 
fact that you have no bread? Do you not yet see or understand? Do you have a hardened heart? 

6. No one understands everything all the time.  Rom 3:10-12  as it is written, "There is none righteous, 
not even one;  There is none who understands, there is none who seeks for God; All have turned aside, 
together they have become useless; there is none who does good, there is not even one." 

7. But understanding of the Lord's will is paramount.  Eph 5:15-17  Therefore be careful how you walk, 
not as unwise men, but as wise, making the most of your time, because the days are evil.  So then do not 
be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 
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Matt 8:18; mark 4:35-41; Luke 8:22-24 
Calming the Storm 

 
3. Jesus' Ministry Flowers:  Year Two  30-31 A.D. 

A. The Sermon on the Mount 
B. Parables 
C. Miracles 

1). Calming the Storm  Matt 8:18, 23-27; Mark 4:35-41; Luke 8:22-25 (12-35MM) 
 
Luke 8:22 = Time to Move On  (Matt 8:18; 23 & Mark 4:35-36) 
 
Now it came about on one of those days, that He and His disciples got into a boat, and He said to them, 
"Let us go over to the other side of the lake." And they launched (API ANAGW = to go up; or put out to 
sea; interesting use of the word; used of the resurrection of Christ in Heb 13:20) out. 
 
Matt 8:18  Now when Jesus saw a crowd around Him, He gave orders to depart to the other side. 
Matt 8:23  And when He got into the boat, his disciples followed Him. 
Mark 4:35-36  35 And on that day, when evening had come, He said to them, “Let us go over to the other side.”  
36  And leaving the multitude, they took Him along with them, just as He was, in the boat; and other boats were 
there with Him. 
 
GALILEE, SEA OF  
A fresh-water lake, fed by the Jordan River, which was closely connected with the earthly ministry of Jesus. "Sea" 
is called by four different names in the Bible: the "Sea of Chinnereth" (or "Chinneroth", the Hebrew word for "harp-
shaped," the general outline of the lake) Num. 34:11; Josh. 12:3; 13:27; the "Lake of Gennesaret" Luke 5:1, taking 
the name from the fertile Plain of Gennesaret that lies on the northwest Matt. 14:34; the "Sea of Tiberias" John 
6:1; 21:1, because of its association with the capital of Herod Antipas; and the "Sea of Galilee" Matt. 4:18; Mark 
1:16. 
 
Situated some 98 kilometers (60 miles) north of Jerusalem, the Sea of Galilee contains fresh water since it is fed 
by the cool waters of the Jordan. The lake itself is the deepest part of the northern Jordan Rift and thus the water 
collects there before it flows on its way. The surface of Galilee is about 230 meters (700 feet) below the 
Mediterranean Sea. The floor of the lake is another 25 to 50 meters (80 to 160 feet) lower. The lake itself is nearly 
21 kilometers (13 miles) long and 13 kilometers (8 miles) wide at Magdala, the point of its greatest width. 
 
The lake is surrounded, except on the southern side, by steep cliffs and sharply rising mountains. On the east 
these mountains rise to the Golan Heights and the fertile Hauran plateau as high as 900 meters (2,700 feet). As a 
result of this formation, cool winds frequently rush down these slopes and unexpectedly stir up violent storms on 
the warm surface of the lake. Waves such as these were easily calmed at the command of Jesus. Mark 4:35-41. 
 
A fishing industry thrived on the Sea of Galilee. Jesus called His first disciples-- Peter, Andrew James, and John-- 
from that industry 1:16-20. In spite of the steep hillsides around the lake, nine cities of 15,000 population or more 
thrived in the first century as part of an almost continuous belt of settlements around the lake. Of these cities, 
Bethsaida, Tiberias, and Capernaum were the most important. On and around the Sea of Galilee Jesus 
performed 18 of His 33 recorded miracles and issued most of His teachings to His disciples and the multitudes 
that followed Him. 
(from Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary)  (Copyright (C) 1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers) 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus was seeking a break from His exhausting ministry. 
2. There was more than one boat on this journey. 
3. Jesus was getting ready to teach them of great power.  Heb 13:20  Now the God of peace, who 

brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the eternal covenant, 
{even} Jesus our Lord,    
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Luke 8:23 = Asleep in the Storm  (Matt 8:24 & Mark 4:37) 
 
But as they were sailing along He fell asleep (AAI APHUPNOW = 1x; to sleep away; a word for natural sleep); 
and a fierce gale of wind (LAILAPS = 3x; parallel Mark 4:37; 2 Pet 2:17; whirlwind, storm + ANEMOS = wind, as 
of the four winds or points of a compass) descended upon the lake, and they began to be swamped and to be 
in danger (IPF AI KINDUNEUW = to stand in jeopardy; be in danger). 
 
Matt 8:24  And behold, there arose a great storm (SEISMOS = used in Matt 24:7 et al of earthquakes) in the 
sea, so that the boat was covered with the waves; but He Himself was asleep (KATHEUDW = zonked). 
Mark 4:37  And there arose a fierce gale of wind, and the waves were breaking over the boat so much that the 
boat was already filling up. 
 
Spiritual Storms: 
1. False Teachers are driven by a storm of power lust.  2 Pet 2:17-19  These are springs without water, 

and mists driven by a storm, for whom the black darkness has been reserved.  For speaking out arrogant 
words of vanity they entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality, those who barely escape from the ones who 
live in error, promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by what a man is 
overcome, by this he is enslaved. 

2. False Teachers will attack from any and every direction, using all of their power.  Jude 1:12-13  
These men are those who are hidden reefs in your love feasts when they feast with you without fear, 
caring for themselves; clouds without water, carried along by winds; autumn trees without fruit, doubly 
dead, uprooted; wild waves of the sea, casting up their own shame like foam; wandering stars, for whom 
the black darkness has been reserved forever. 

3. But Believers are to grow up and thus not be carried around by every shifting wind (or wave) of 
teaching that comes along.  Eph 4:14-16  As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and 
there by waves, and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in 
deceitful scheming; but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him, who is the 
head, even Christ, from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by that which every joint 
supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the 
building up of itself in love. 

4. Where does our "rudder" have us pointed in the midst of the storm?  James 3:4  Behold, the ships 
also, though they are so great and are driven by strong winds, are still directed by a very small rudder, 
wherever the inclination of the pilot desires. 

5. What is our foundation?  Matt 7:24-27  "Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine, and acts 
upon them, may be compared to a wise man, who built his house upon the rock.  "And the rain 
descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and burst against that house; and yet it did not fall, 
for it had been founded upon the rock.  "And everyone who hears these words of Mine, and does not act 
upon them, will be like a foolish man, who built his house upon the sand.  "And the rain descended, and 
the floods came, and the winds blew, and burst against that house; and it fell, and great was its fall." 

6. Do we first see danger in spiritual issues or our pocketbooks?  Acts 19:26-27  "And you see and 
hear that not only in Ephesus, but in almost all of Asia, this Paul has persuaded and turned away a 
considerable number of people, saying that gods made with hands are no gods at all.  "And not only is 
there danger that this trade of ours fall into disrepute, but also that the temple of the great goddess 
Artemis be regarded as worthless and that she whom all of Asia and the world worship should even be 
dethroned from her magnificence." 

7. How strong is our faith as we encounter the "waves" of life?  Matt 14:24-27 (another trip across 
the Sea of Galilee)  But the boat was already many stadia away from the land, battered by the waves; for 
the wind was contrary.  And in the fourth watch of the night He came to them, walking on the sea.  And 
when the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were frightened, saying, "It is a ghost!" And they 
cried out for fear.  But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, "Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid." 

 
Luke 8:24 = The Disciples' Alarm and the Lord's Response  (Matt 8:25 & Mark 4:38-39) 
 
And they came (PROSERCHOMAI) to Him and woke (AAI DIEGEIRW = to wake up-rise through) Him up, 
saying, "Master, Master (EPISTAT8S = overseer), we are perishing (PMI APOLLUMI = loss of well being, not 
of being, ruined)!" And being aroused (APPTC DIEGEIRW), He rebuked (AAI EPITIMAW = to put honor upon, 
focus attention on) the wind and the surging waves (KLUDWN = 2x; a billow or surge of water), and they 
stopped (AMI PAUW = to cease, stop), and it became calm (GAL8N8 = calm; only use of this word is in 
parallel passages, where there it is coupled with "great"). 
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Matt 8:25  And they came to Him, and awoke Him, saying, "Save us, Lord; we are perishing!" 
Mark 4:38-39  38 And He Himself was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they awoke Him and said to Him, 
"Teacher, do You not care (MELEI = the third person sing. of melo, used impersonally, signifies that 
"something is an object of care," especially the care of forethought and interest, rather than anxiety) that 
we are perishing?"  39 And being aroused, He rebuked the wind and said to the sea, "Hush, be still." And the wind 
died down and it became perfectly (great) calm. 
 
Summary: 
1. Parallel passages tell us that the disciples questioned the Lord's concern for them.  (Do we 

sometimes think the Lord has forgotten us during the storms of life?) 
A. Legalists try to claim that the Lord doesn't care.  Matt 22:16  And they sent their disciples to 

Him, along with the Herodians, saying, "Teacher, we know that You are truthful and teach the 
way of God in truth, and defer to no one; for You are not partial to any.    Mark 12:14  And they 
came and said to Him, "Teacher, we know that You are truthful, and defer to no one; for You are 
not partial to any, but teach the way of God in truth. Is it lawful to pay a poll-tax to Caesar, or not? 

B. Self absorbed people try to claim that the Lord doesn't care about their situations.  Luke 
10:40  But Martha was distracted with all her preparations; and she came up {to Him,} and said, 
"Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me to do all the serving alone? Then tell her to help 
me."   

C. False Shepherds don't care about the sheep.  John 10:13  {"He flees} because he is a 
hireling, and is not concerned about the sheep.    

D. Thieves do not usually concern themselves with others.  John 12:6  Now he said this, not 
because he was concerned about the poor, but because he was a thief, and as he had the money 
box, he used to pilfer what was put into it.   

E. Evil is not concerned about pain inflicted upon Christians.  Acts 18:17  And they all took 
hold of Sosthenes, the leader of the synagogue, and {began} beating him in front of the judgment 
seat. And Gallio was not concerned about any of these things.  

F. We are not to be concerned about our social status when we were saved.  1 Cor 7:21  Were 
you called while a slave? Do not worry about it; but if you are able also to become free, rather do 
that.   

G. God cares for us.  1 Pet 5:7  casting all your anxiety upon Him, because He cares for you.  
2. We should spend our time trying to wake each other up, not the Lord.  (Do we try to "wake" Him up?) 

A. We need to rouse each other and remind ourselves of God's foundational truths.  2 Pet 
1:12-14  Therefore, I shall always be ready to remind you of these things (basics of CWOL; 
historical facts of Jesus), even though you already know them, and have been established in 
the truth which is present with you.  And I consider it right, as long as I am in this earthly dwelling, 
to stir you up by way of reminder, knowing that the laying aside of my earthly dwelling is 
imminent, as also our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. 

B. We need to rouse each other to prophecy and love.  2 Pet 3:1-2  This is now, beloved, the 
second letter I am writing to you in which I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder, 
that you should remember the words spoken beforehand by the holy prophets and the 
commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken by your apostles. 

3. The disciples' "rebuked" the Lord.  (Do we?) 
A. The disciples were "good" at rebuking others.  Matt 19:13  Then some children were brought 

to Him so that He might lay His hands on them and pray; and the disciples rebuked them. 
B. Peter would not learn his lesson from this event.  Matt 16:22-23  And Peter took Him aside 

and began to rebuke Him, saying, "God forbid it, Lord! This shall never happen to You."  But He 
turned and said to Peter, "Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; for you are not 
setting your mind on God's interests, but man's." 

C. There is power in the Lord's rebuke.   
1). Angels realize it.  Jude 1:9  But Michael the archangel, when he disputed with the devil 

and argued about the body of Moses, did not dare pronounce against him a railing 
judgment, but said, "The Lord rebuke you." 

2). Demons realize it.  Matt 17:18  And Jesus rebuked him, and the demon came out of 
him, and the boy was cured at once. 

3). Pastors better remember it.  2 Tim 4:1-2  I solemnly charge you in the presence of God 
and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and 
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His kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, 
exhort, with great patience and instruction. 

4. Jesus graciously answered the request. 
5. Doubt is what tosses us around during the storms of life.  James 1:5-6  But if any of you lacks 

wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all men generously and without reproach, and it will be given to 
him.  But let him ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf (KLUDWN) of 
the sea driven and tossed by the wind. 

6. Jesus caused the storm on the Sea of Galilee to cease. 
7. At times the storms are permitted to continue, but we can have the calm.  (Rather have the storm 

calmed and still have the fear or the storm raging with no fear?) 
8. The real problem is not the storm but the fear. 
9. In the midst of the storm can we: 

A. Continue to preach and teach God's Word?  Acts 5:41-42 So they went on their way from the 
presence of the Council, rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His 
name.  And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they kept right on (ceased not) 
teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ. 

B. Withstand the attacks from people because of our relationship with the Lord?  Acts 6:12-
15  And they stirred up the people, the elders and the scribes, and they came upon him 
(Stephen) and dragged him away, and brought him before the Council.  And they put forward 
false witnesses who said, "This man incessantly (ceases not) speaks against this holy place, and 
the Law; for we have heard him say that this Nazarene, Jesus, will destroy this place and alter the 
customs which Moses handed down to us."  And fixing their gaze on him, all who were sitting in 
the Council saw his face like the face of an angel. 

C. Be sure that we are "not making crooked the straight ways of the Lord?"  Acts 13:9-10 But 
Saul, who was also known as Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, fixed his gaze upon him (Elymas 
the Magician), and said, "You who are full of all deceit and fraud, you son of the devil, you 
enemy of all righteousness, will you not cease to make crooked the straight ways of the Lord? 

D. Warn each other of the pitfalls of evil?  Acts 20:31  "Therefore be on the alert, remembering 
that night and day for a period of three years I did not cease to admonish each one with tears. 

E. Continue to give thanks for one another?  Eph 1:15-16  For this reason I too, having heard of 
the faith in the Lord Jesus which exists among you, and your love for all the saints, do not cease 
giving thanks for you, while making mention of you in my prayers; 

F. Continue to pray for one another?  Col 1:9-12  For this reason also, since the day we heard of 
it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His 
will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you may walk in a manner worthy of the 
Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the 
knowledge of God; strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the attaining 
of all steadfastness and patience; joyously giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to 
share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 

G. Seek peace?  1 Pet 3:10-11  For, "Let him who means to love life and see good days Refrain 
(cease not) his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking guile.  "And let him turn away from 
evil and do good; let him seek peace and pursue it. 

H. Prepare to suffer for the cause of Christ?  1 Pet 4:1-2  Therefore, since Christ has suffered in 
the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same purpose, because he who has suffered in the flesh 
has ceased from sin, so as to live the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for the lusts of men, 
but for the will of God. 

 
Luke 8:25 = Two Questions  (Matt 8:26-27 & Mark 4:40-41) 
 
And He said to them, "Where is your faith?" And they were fearful and amazed, saying to one another, 
"Who then is this, that He commands even the winds and the water, and they obey Him?" 
 
Matt 8:26-27  26 And He said to them, "Why are you timid, you men of little faith?" Then He arose, and rebuked 
the winds and the sea; and it became perfectly (great) calm.  27 And the men marveled, saying, "What kind of a 
man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey Him?" 
Mark 4:40-41  40 And He said to them, "Why are you so timid? How is it that you have no faith?"  41 And they 
became very much afraid and said to one another, "Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey Him?" 
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Summary: 
1. I cannot answer these questions for you through my study and communication. 
2. This gets very personal. 
 
Selfishness: 
1. Webster:  Selfish means concerned excessively or exclusively with oneself; seeking or 

concentrating on one's own advantage, pleasure, or well-being without regard for others. 
2. Results: 

A. Self-absorbed. 
B. Self-centered. 
C. Self-conscious. 
D. Self-deceived. 
E. Self-defensive. 
F. Self-doubting. 
G. Self-glorifying. 
H. Self-justifying. 
I. Self-pleasing. 
J. Self-righteous. 
K. Self-serving. 
L. Self-sufficient. 
M. Self-willed. 
N. Self-worshiper 

3. Quotes: 
A. Aristotle:  I count him braver that overcomes his desires than him who conquers his 

enemies. 
B. The same people who can deny others everything are famous for refusing themselves 

nothing.  Leigh Hunt 
C. Ben Franklin:  He who falls in love with himself will have no rivals. 
D. Richard Baxter:  A selfish, private, narrow soul brings little honor to the cause of God. 
E. Edward Young:  Nothing in nature, much less conscious being, was ever created solely for 

itself. 
F. Doom beyond the saddest guess: As the long years of God unroll, To make thy dreary 

selfishness, The prison of a soul.  John G. Whittier 
G. William Hazlitt:  The least pain in our little finger gives us more concern and uneasiness 

than the destruction of millions of our fellow-beings. 
4. Recipe for How To Be Miserable: 

A. Think about yourself. 
B. Talk about yourself. 
C. Use "I" as often as possible. 
D. Mirror yourself continually in the opinion of others. 
E. Listen greedily to what people say about you. 
F. Be suspicious. 
G. Expect appreciation. 
H. Be jealous. 
I. Be envious. 
J. Be sensitive to slights. 
K. Never forgive a criticism. 
L. Trust nobody but yourself. 
M. Insist on consideration and respect. 
N. Demand agreement with your own views. 
O. Sulk if people are not grateful of your favors. 
P. Never forget a service you have rendered. 
Q. Be on the lookout for a good time for yourself. 
R. Shirk your duties when you can. 
S. Do as little as possible for others. 
T. Love yourself supremely. 

5. Selfish Ambition can keep one from accepting the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Rom 2:5-8  5  But 
because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of 
wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God,  6  who will render to every man according to his 
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deeds:  7  to those who by perseverance in doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal 
life;  8  but to those who are selfishly ambitious and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, 
wrath and indignation. 

6. Selfish Ambition is a work of the flesh.  Gal 5:19-21  19  Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which 
are: immorality, impurity, sensuality,  20  idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, 
disputes, dissensions, factions,  21  envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I 
forewarn you just as I have forewarned you that those who practice such things shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God.  2 Cor 12:20  For I am afraid that perhaps when I come I may find you to be not what I 
wish and may be found by you to be not what you wish; that perhaps {there may be} strife, jealousy, 
angry tempers, disputes, slanders, gossip, arrogance, disturbances;   

7. We are not to do anything from selfishness.  Phil 2:3-4  3  Do nothing from selfishness or empty 
conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one another as more important than himself;  4  
do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. 

8. Selfish Ambition leads to arrogance and lies and is of the devil.  James 3:14-16  14  But if you have 
bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do not be arrogant and so lie against the truth.  15  This 
wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is earthly, natural, demonic.  16  For where 
jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing. 

9. Can apply to people, places, things and events. 
 
Compare Yourself to Jesus: 
1. Would you leave heaven? 
2. Would you leave heaven's glory? 
3. Would you leave heaven's pleasure? 
4. Would you do it to pay for the sins you have committed. 
5. What if the payment would not save you but someone else? 
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Matt 8:28-34; Mark 5:1-20; Luke 8:26-39 
Conquering Demons 

 
3. Jesus' Ministry Flowers:  Year Two  30-31 A.D. 

A. The Sermon on the Mount 
B. Parables 
C. Miracles 

1). Calming the Storm  Matt 8:18, 23-27; Mark 4:35-41; Luke 8:22-25 (12-35MM) 
2). Conquering Demons  Matt 8:28-34; Mark 5:1-20; Luke 8:26-39 (13-35MM) 

 
We Just Saw His Power over Nature, Now We See His Power in the Spirit Realm 
 
Luke 8:26   = Arrival on the Eastern Shore  (Mark 5:1) 
 
And they sailed to the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. 
 
Mark 5:1  And they came to the other side of the sea, into the country of the Gerasenes. 
 
GADARENES = Gerasenes = the inhabitants of GADARA, the capital of the Roman province of Perea.  The city 
was on the east side of the Jordan River, about ten kilometers (six miles) from the Sea of Galilee, opposite 
Tiberias. Other translations of this name in different English versions are Gergesenes and Gerasenes.  (from 
Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary) 
 
Luke 8:27 = Confronted by Demons  (Matt 8:28 & Mark 5:2-5) 
 
And when He had come out onto the land, He was met (AAI HUPANTAW = to meet someone; used in Luke 
14:31 of meeting for battle) by a certain man from the city who was possessed with demons (DAIMONIA); 
and who had not put on any clothing for a long time, and was not living in a house, but in the tombs 
(MN8MA = a memorial, sepulcher; Jesus was laid in one. Luke 23:53; 24:1). 
 
Matt 8:28  And when He had come to the other side into the country of the Gadarenes, two men who were 
demon-possessed met Him as they were coming out of the tombs; they were so exceedingly violent that no one 
could pass by that road. 
Mark 5:2-5  2 And when He had come out of the boat, immediately a man from the tombs with an unclean spirit 
(shows here that unclean spirits are demons) met Him, 3 and he had his dwelling among the tombs. And no 
one was able to bind him anymore, even with a chain; 4 because he had often been bound with shackles and 
chains, and the chains had been torn apart by him, and the shackles broken in pieces, and no one was strong 
enough to subdue him.  5 And constantly night and day, among the tombs and in the mountains, he was crying 
out and gashing himself with stones. 
 
Summary: 
1. There were actually two demon-possessed men who came to Jesus.   
2. They commonly attacked people on the road. 
3. The focus was on one of the men-the most violent one. 
4. Under demon-possession he was incredibly strong and even inflicted pain upon himself.   
5. When we are led by the Holy Spirit we may find ourselves in dangerous situations. 
 
Luke 8:28 = Demonic "Humility"  (Matt 8:29 & Mark 5:6-7) 
 
And seeing Jesus, he (the certain man) cried out (AAPTC ANAKRADZW = cry upward, often of a demonic cry; 
Mark 1:23; Luke 4:33; in Mark 6:49 of the disciples when they saw Jesus walking on the water; in Luke 23:18 
when the mobs cried out "release Barabbas") and fell (AAI PROSPIPTW = fall on their face) before Him, and 
said in a loud voice, "What do I have to do with You (Lit: what is to me and to you), Jesus, Son of the Most 
High God? I beg You, do not torment me (AAS + M8 = "to test by rubbing on the touchstone" (basanos, "a 
touchstone"), then, "to question by applying torture"; hence "to vex, torment"; in the passive voice, "to be 
harassed, distressed)." 
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Matt 8:29  And behold, they (the two men) cried out, saying, "What do we have to do with You, Son of God? 
Have You come here to torment us before the time?" 
Mark 5:6-7  6 And seeing Jesus from a distance, he ran up and bowed down before Him;  7 and crying out with a 
loud voice, he said, "What do I have to do with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I implore You by God, do 
not torment me!" 
 
Summary: 
1. The demon-possessed men, probably coming to harm Jesus, were stopped in their tracks as the 

demons recognized who He was. 
2. The demons had probably met Him sometime in eternity past. 
3. The demons asked if their time was up.   
4. The demons fail to recognize His divine nature.   
5. Notice how the demons are instantly humbled when confronted with the person of Jesus Christ. 
6. The demons know they are doomed to eternal torture. 
7. The men could do very little. 
 
Luke 8:29 = The Fight  (Mark 5:8) 
 
For He had been commanding (AAI PARAGGELLW = command; some mss. have an IPF indicating ongoing 
action) the unclean spirit to come out of the man. For it had seized him many times; and he was bound 
with chains and shackles and kept under guard; and yet he would burst his fetters and be driven by the 
demon into the desert. 
 
Mark 5:8  For He had been saying (IPF LEGW) to him, "Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!" 
 
Summary: 
1. It appears that in His humanity, Jesus did not realize there was a number of demons in the man. 
2. He kept commanding the unclean spirit, not spirits to depart. 
3. So, they were probably leaving one at a time. 
 
Luke 8:30 = Meet "Legion"  (Mark 5:9) 
 
And Jesus asked him, "What is your name?" And he said, "Legion (LEGIWN = LEGION; otherwise spelled 
legeon, "a legion," occurs in <Matt. 26:53>, of angels; in <Mark 5:9,15>, and <Luke 8:30>, of demons. Among the 
Romans a "legion" was primarily a chosen (lego, "to choose") body of soldiers divided into ten cohorts, and 
numbering from 4,200 to 6,000 men (Gk. speira, see BAND). In the time of our Lord it formed a complete army of 
infantry and cavalry, of upwards of 5,000 men. The "legions" were not brought into Judea till the outbreak of the 
Jewish war (A. D. 66), as they were previously employed in the frontier provinces of the Empire. Accordingly in its 
NT use the word has its other and more general significance "of a large number.")"; for many demons had 
entered him. 
 
Mark 5:9  And He was asking him, "What is your name?" And he said to Him, "My name is Legion; for we are 
many." 
 
Summary: 
1. There were a large number, possibly thousands of demons inside this man. 
2. The spokes-demon answered Jesus' question truthfully. 
3. The Lord had more than ample angelic resources at His disposal for battle.  Matt 26:53  "Or do you 

think that I cannot appeal to My Father, and He will at once put at My disposal more than twelve legions 
of angels? 

4. Yet, He is sufficient to take on them all. 
 
Luke 8:31 = Begging for Mercy  (Mark 5:10) 
 
And they were entreating Him not to command them to depart into the abyss (ABUSSOS = "bottomless" 
(from a, intensive, and bussos, "a depth"; akin to bathus, "deep"; Eng., "bath"), is used as a noun denoting the 
abyss (KJV, "bottomless pit"). It describes an immeasurable depth, the underworld, the lower regions, the abyss 
of Sheol. In Rom. 10:7, quoted from Deut. 30:13, the abyss (the abode of the lost dead) is substituted for the sea 
(the change in the quotation is due to the facts of the death and resurrection of Christ); the KJV has "deep" here 
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and in Luke 8:31; the reference is to the lower regions as the abode of demons, out of which they can be let 
loose, Rev. 11:7; 17:8, it is found seven times in the Apocalypse, 9:1-2,11; 11:7; 17:8; 20:1,3; in 9:1,2 the RV has 
"the pit of the abyss.") 
 
Mark 5:10  And he began to entreat Him earnestly not to send them out of the country. 
 
Summary: 
1. The demons were asking for grace. 
2. They know that their time is limited. 
3. They know they are doomed. 
4. Angels involved in the infiltration of mankind prior to the Flood are already in the pit and will be 

released during the Tribulation.  Rev 9:1-3  And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star from heaven 
which had fallen to the earth; and the key of the bottomless pit was given to him.  And he opened the 
bottomless pit; and smoke went up out of the pit, like the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the 
air were darkened by the smoke of the pit.  And out of the smoke came forth locusts upon the earth; and 
power was given them, as the scorpions of the earth have power.  Cf  Jude 1:6  And angels who did not 
keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness 
for the judgment of the great day. 

5. The king of the bottomless pit is Satan himself, although he is not presently there.  Rev 9:11  They 
have as king over them, the angel of the abyss; his name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in the Greek he has 
the name Apollyon. 

6. The Antichrist will come from the pit.  Rev 11:7  And when they have finished their testimony, the 
beast that comes up out of the abyss will make war with them, and overcome them and kill them.  Rev 
17:8  "The beast that you saw was and is not, and is about to come up out of the abyss and to go to 
destruction. And those who dwell on the earth will wonder, whose name has not been written in the book 
of life from the foundation of the world, when they see the beast, that he was and is not and will come. 

7. Satan will be thrown into the pit after the Tribulation.  Rev 20:1-3  And I saw an angel coming down 
from heaven, having the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand.  And he laid hold of the dragon, 
the serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, and threw him into 
the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he should not deceive the nations any longer, until 
the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be released for a short time. 

8. Note the transformation.  Demons are tyrants who dominate until they come face to face with the 
Lord-and then they grovel. 

 
Luke 8:32 = A Proposal  (Matt 8:30-31 & Mark 5:11-12) 
 
Now there was a herd of many swine feeding there on the mountain; and the demons entreated Him to 
permit them to enter the swine. And He gave them permission (AAS EPITREPW = to turn to or upon, hence 
to agree to a proposal, give permission). 
 
Matt 8:30-31  30 Now there was at a distance from them a herd of many swine feeding.  31 And the demons 
began to entreat Him, saying, "If You are going to cast us out, send us into the herd of swine." 
Mark 5:11-12  11 Now there was a big herd of swine feeding there on the mountain.  12 And the demons 
entreated Him, saying, "Send us into the swine so that we may enter them." 
 
Summary: 
1. Pigs were unclean animals and off-limits under the Mosaic Law. 
2. Yet, in this area were an essential part of the economy. 
3. Jews who were in conscious violation of the Law were open to demon possession or influence.  (I 

don't believe that one can be demon-possessed by eating demon-possessed meat.  D-P is a 
matter of the soul) 

4. Notice that Jesus did not order them out (which He could have done), but He gave them 
permission. 

5. Their exit was voluntary. 
 
Luke 8:33 = The Exit and the Insanity  (Matt 8:32 & Mark 5:13) 
 
And the demons came out from the man and entered the swine; and the herd rushed down the steep bank 
into the lake (in ancient cosmology, a lake was also considered as an abyss), and were drowned. 
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Matt 8:32  And He said to them, "Begone!" And they came out, and went into the swine, and behold, the whole 
herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea and perished in the waters. 
Mark 5:13  And He gave them permission. And coming out, the unclean spirits entered the swine; and the herd 
rushed down the steep bank into the sea, about two thousand of them; and they were drowned in the sea. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus granted the demons their request, but not their desire. 
2. Demons don't drown, so they had to go look for other hosts. 
3. It is clear from this report that a man's life is worth much more than 2,000 pigs. 
4. Although demonic requests may be granted, demonic desires are frustrated. 
5. Why does God permit evil to exist?  To show what it means to be God, and thus to show who He 

is. 
 
Luke 8:34 = The Initial Report  (Matt 8:33 & Mark 5:14) 
 
And when the herdsmen saw what had happened, they ran away and reported it in the city and out in the 
country. 
 
Matt 8:33  And the herdsmen ran away, and went to the city, and reported everything, including the incident of the 
demoniacs (note plural). 
Mark 5:14  And their herdsmen ran away and reported it in the city and out in the country. And the people came 
to see what it was that had happened. 
 
Summary: 
1. The demon(s) left the other man as well.  Matt 8:33  
2. He too, with fewer problems, was blessed by being in contact with Jesus. 
 
Luke 8:35 = The Proof  (Mark 5:15) 
 
And the people went out to see what had happened; and they came to Jesus, and found the man from 
whom the demons had gone out, sitting down at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind (PAPTC 
SWPHRONEW = to be of sound/healthy mind; as opposed to insane); and they became frightened (the 
command "fear not" is found almost 60 times in the Bible). 
 
Mark 5:15  And they came to Jesus and observed the man who had been demon-possessed sitting down, 
clothed and in his right mind, the very man who had had the "legion"; and they became frightened. 
 
Summary: 
1. These men were well-known around the community. 
2. The insane had become sane. 
3. Being of sound mind involves having the correct view of yourself.  Rom 12:3  For through the grace 

given to me I say to every man among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but 
to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith. 

4. Being of sound mind is displayed by good works.  Titus 2:6-8  Likewise urge the young men to be 
sensible; in all things show yourself to be an example of good deeds, with purity in doctrine, dignified, 
sound in speech which is beyond reproach, in order that the opponent may be put to shame, having 
nothing bad to say about us. 

5. Being of sound mind is essential to prayer.  1 Pet 4:7-8  The end of all things is at hand; therefore, be 
of sound judgment and sober spirit for the purpose of prayer.  Above all, keep fervent in your love for one 
another, because love covers a multitude of sins. 

 
Luke 8:36 = The Testimony  (Mark 5:16) 
 
And those who had seen it reported to them how the man who was demon-possessed had been made 
well (API SWDZW = saved from, as opposed to rescued out from). 
 
Mark 5:16  And those who had seen it described to them how it had happened to the demon-possessed man, 
and all about the swine. 
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Luke 8:37 = They Ask Jesus to Leave  (Matt 8:34 & Mark 5:17) 
 
And all the people of the country of the Gerasenes and the surrounding district asked (AAI ERWTAW = to 
ask as an equal; humbled enough to not make it an issue of authority, but still they viewed themselves as equal) 
Him to depart from them; for they were gripped with great fear; and He got into a boat, and returned 
(headed west across Sea of Galilee). 
 
Matt 8:34  And behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus; and when they saw Him, they entreated Him to 
depart from their region. 
Mark 5:17  And they began to entreat Him to depart from their region. 

 
Summary: 
1. Some people, when confronted with the power of Jesus Christ, still don't want anything to do with 

Him.  (tares) 
2. Some people, when confronted with the power of Jesus Christ, are still not interested in a changed 

life. 
3. Who is insane now? 
 
Luke 8:38 = The Healed Want to Go with Him  (Mark 5:18) 
 
But the man from whom the demons had gone out was begging Him that he might accompany Him; but 
He sent him away, saying, 
 
Mark 5:18  And as He was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed was entreating Him 
that he might accompany Him. 
 
Luke 8:39 = Jesus Sends His Witness  (Mark 5:19-20) 
 
"Return to your house and describe what great things God has done for you." And he went away, 
proclaiming throughout the whole city what great things Jesus had done for him. 
 
Mark 5:19-20  19 And He did not let him, but He said to him, "Go home to your people and report to them what 
great things the Lord has done for you, and how He had mercy on you."  20  And he went away and began to 
proclaim in Decapolis what great things Jesus had done for him; and everyone marveled. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus sent this man to those who had just rejected Him. 
2. This man was to be a constant reminder of the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
3. He has different assignments for different people.  (1 Cor 12:4-6) 
 
Humility: 
1. Humility is found in the person of Jesus Christ.  Matt 11:29  "Take My yoke upon you, and learn from 

Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall find rest for your souls.   Phil 2:8  And being found in 
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 
cross.  

2. It requires a step of faith.  Matt 18:4  "Whoever then humbles himself as this child, he is the greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven.  

3. We should be willing to take the first step and let God finish it.  James 4:10  Humble yourselves in 
the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you.   1 Pet 5:6  Humble yourselves, therefore, under the 
mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time, Col 3:12  And so, as those who have been 
chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and 
patience;   1 Pet 3:8  To sum up, let all be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and humble 
in spirit;  Phil 1:6  For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect 
it until the day of Christ Jesus. 

4. Self-exaltation will bring an enforced humility.  Matt 23:12  "And whoever exalts himself shall be 
humbled; and whoever humbles himself shall be exalted. Luke 14:11  "For everyone who exalts himself 
shall be humbled, and he who humbles himself shall be exalted." Luke 18:14  "I tell you, this man went 
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down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself shall be humbled, but 
he who humbles himself shall be exalted."  

5. True humility lets us associate with and love others.   Rom 12:16  Be of the same mind toward one 
another; do not be haughty in mind, but associate with the lowly. Do not be wise in your own estimation.  
Eph 4:2  with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing forbearance to one another in love, Phil 
2:3  Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one 
another as more important than himself;    

6. God gives more grace to us as we are humbled.  James 4:6  But He gives a greater grace. Therefore 
{it} says, "God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble."  1 Pet 5:5  You younger men, 
likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for 
God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble. 



 136

Matt 9:1, 18-34; Mark 5:21-43; Luke 8:40-56 
Faith and Healing 

 
3. Jesus' Ministry Flowers:  Year Two  30-31 A.D. 

A. The Sermon on the Mount 
B. Parables 
C. Miracles 

1). Calming the Storm  Matt 8:18, 23-27; Mark 4:35-41; Luke 8:22-25 (12-35MM) 
2). Conquering Demons  Matt 8:28-34; Mark 5:1-20; Luke 8:26-39 (13-35MM) 
3). Faith and Healing  Matt 9:1,18-34; Mark 5:21-43; Luke 8:40-56 (14,15,16,17-35MM) 

 
Heals Death so others might live. 
Heals Sickness so others might be purified. 
Heals Blindness so others might see. 
Heals Speech so others might proclaim. 
 
Luke 8:40 = Back to Nazareth  (Matt 9:1 & Mark 5:21) 
 
And as Jesus returned, the multitude welcomed Him, for they had all been waiting for Him.  (back across 
the Sea of Galilee) 
 
Matt 9:1  And getting into a boat, He crossed over, and came to His own city. 
Mark 5:21  And when Jesus had crossed over again in the boat to the other side, a great multitude gathered 
about Him; and He stayed by the seashore. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus was headed back toward Nazareth.   
2. These events began to unfold just after He got out of the boat.   
 
Luke 8:41 = The Synagogue Official  (Matt 9:18 & Mark 5:22-23) 
 
And behold, there came a man named Jairus, and he was an official of the synagogue; and he fell at 
Jesus' feet, and began to entreat Him to come to his house; 
 
Matt 9:18  While He was saying these things to them, behold, there came a synagogue official, and bowed down 
before Him, saying, "My daughter has just died; but come and lay Your hand on her, and she will live." 
Mark 5:22-23  22 And one of the synagogue officials named Jairus came up, and upon seeing Him, fell at His 
feet, 23 and entreated Him earnestly, saying, "My little daughter is at the point of death; please come and lay Your 
hands on her, that she may get well and live." 
 
Summary: 
1. The synagogue official first exaggerates the problem.   
2. Then he tells it as it is.   
3. The synagogue officials were powerful people in Jesus' time. 
4. Some of them believed and became Christians. 
5. While others did not, participating even in condemning Christ, and becoming even more hostile to 

Christianity. 
 
Luke 8:42 = The Problem  (Matt 9:19 & Mark 5:24) 
 
for he had an only daughter, about twelve years old, and she was dying. But as He went, the multitudes 
were pressing against Him. 
 
Matt 9:19  And Jesus rose and began to follow him, and so did His disciples. 
Mark 5:24  And He went off with him; and a great multitude was following Him and pressing in on Him. 
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Summary: 
1. Jesus answered the request.   
2. Many were following Him.   
 
Luke 8:43 = While in Route  (Mark 5:25-26) 
 
And a woman who had a hemorrhage (RHUSIS = issue of blood, 3x, all in this context) for twelve years, and 
could not (AAI ISCHUW = was not strength) be healed (APINF THERAPEUW = apply therapy to) by anyone 
(BIOS = biological life),   
 
Mark 5:25-26  25vAnd a woman who had had a hemorrhage for twelve years, 26 and had endured much at the 
hands of many physicians, and had spent all that she had and was not helped at all, but rather had grown worse, 
 
Summary: 
1. This woman had been suffering for as long as the young girl had lived. 
2. The trip to Jairus' house was interrupted by a woman who probably had some sort of uterine 

disease that could not be medically  treated.   
3. The woman had undergone a multitude of treatments and had spent all of her resources.   
 
Luke 8:44 = Just to Touch Him  (Matt 9:20-21 & Mark 5:27-29) 
 
came up behind Him, and touched the fringe of His cloak; and immediately her hemorrhage stopped. 
 
Matt 9:20-21  20 And behold, a woman who had been suffering from a hemorrhage for twelve years, came up 
behind Him and touched the fringe of His cloak; 21 for she was saying to herself, "If I only touch His garment, I 
shall get well." 
Mark 5:27-29  27 after hearing about Jesus, came up in the crowd behind Him, and touched His cloak. 28 For 
she thought, "If I just touch His garments, I shall get well." 29 And immediately the flow of her blood was dried up; 
and she felt in her body that she was healed of her affliction. 
 
Summary: 
1. A common superstition was that the power someone possessed was passed to their clothing. 
2. This woman, driven by years of frustration, decided that if she could only touch Him, she would 

be healed.   
3. The woman knew immediately that she had been healed.   
4. Notice that she was persistent in her desire as she worked her way through the crowd. 
 
Luke 8:45 = Who Did It?  (Mark 5:30-31) 
 
And Jesus said, "Who is the one who touched (AMI HAPTOMAI = to touch, make contact) Me?" And while 
they were all denying it, Peter said, "Master, the multitudes are crowding and pressing upon You." (i.e. 
everyone is) 
 
Mark 5:30-31  30 And immediately Jesus, perceiving in Himself that the power proceeding from Him had gone 

forth, turned around in the crowd and said, "Who touched My garments?"  31 And His disciples said to 
Him, "You see the multitude pressing in on You, and You say, 'Who touched Me?'" 

 
Summary: 
1. Jesus asks a question that the crowd takes as a rebuke. 
2. Peter even tries to explain things to the Master. 
3. But Jesus perceived a touch of faith that was met with His power.   
 
Luke 8:46 = Speak Up? 
 
But Jesus said, "Someone did touch Me, for I was aware that power had gone out of Me." 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus cannot be talked into something that didn't happen, nor can He be convinced something 

didn't happen when it did. 
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2. His perfect Truth is guided by the Holy Spirit with perfect discernment. 
 
 
Luke 8:47 = With Fear and Trembling  (Mark 5:32-33) 
 
And when the woman saw that she had not escaped notice (OUK + AAI LANTHANW = to hide, escape 
notice), she came trembling (PAPTC TREMW = to shake with fear) and fell down before Him, and declared in 
the presence of all the people the reason why she had touched Him, and how she had been immediately 
healed (API IAOMAI = cured). 
 
Mark 5:32-33  32 And He looked around to see the woman who had done this.  33 But the woman fearing and 
trembling, aware of what had happened to her, came and fell down before Him, and told Him the whole truth. 
 
Summary: 
1. This woman was put on the spot to tell her testimony.   
2. She had tried to touch the Lord and leave, possibly another part of the superstition. 
3. Jesus though did not want her or anyone else to think that what happened was a result of 

superstition. 
4. Superstitious activities come from demonic formulas developed to try and bring about either a 

desired or undesired future. 
 
Luke 8:48 = Kind Words from the Master  (Matt 9:22 & Mark 5:34) 
 
And He said to her, "Daughter, your faith (PISTIS) has made you well (PF AI SWDZW = saved you, from the 
effects of disease, but also from hell; same word in all 3 parallel passages); go (PMImp POREUOMAI = depart) 
in peace." 
 
Matt 9:22  But Jesus turning and seeing her said, "Daughter, take courage; your faith has made you well." And at 
once the woman was made well. 
Mark 5:34  (notice sequence; salvation, then healing)  And He said to her, "Daughter, your faith has made you 
well; go in peace, and be healed of your affliction." 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus points out that it was not superstition that healed the woman. 
2. It was her faith in the one wearing the garments. 
3. First, her soul was saved. 
4. Then her body was healed.   
 
Luke 8:49 = Too Late to Help, or Is It?  (Mark 5:35) 
 
While He was still speaking, someone came from the house of the synagogue official, saying, "Your 
daughter has died; do not trouble the Teacher anymore." 
 
Mark 5:35  While He was still speaking, they came from the house of the synagogue official, saying, "Your 
daughter has died; why trouble the Teacher anymore?" 
 
Summary: 
1. Did you ever think that maybe He has gotten so busy with someone else that He has forgotten 

you, and now it's too late? 
2. While in route to raise someone from the dead, He saves and heals someone else. 
3. Jesus cannot get so distracted by "pressing matters" that your faith is not noticed. 
4. Friends may even encourage you to give up.   
 
Luke 8:50 = Just Have Faith  (Mark 5:36) 
 
But when Jesus heard this, He answered him, "Do not be afraid (PMIMP PHOBEW = stop being afraid) any 
longer; only believe (AAIMP PISTEUW), and she shall be made well (FPI SWDZW = saved, delivered)." 
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Mark 5:36  But Jesus, overhearing what was being spoken, said to the synagogue official, "Do not be afraid any 
longer, only believe." 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus stopped the well-meaning group from going any further. 
2. Jesus' brief stop to heal the woman and let her testify before the crowd, was designed to again 

show the importance of faith. 
3. Now, He points out the need for a personal faith. 
 
Luke 8:51 = Clearing out the Crowd  (Matt 9:23 & Mark 5:37) 
 
And when He had come to the house (had more than one room), He did not allow anyone to enter with Him, 
except Peter and John and James, and the girl's father and mother. 
 
Matt 9:23  And when Jesus came into the official's house, and saw the flute-players, and the crowd in noisy 
disorder, 
Mark 5:37  And He allowed no one to follow with Him, except Peter and James and John the brother of James. 
 
Summary: 
1. He left the disciples who had been following Him outside, except for a select few. 
2. The crowd gathered in the outer room was chaotic.   
3. The crowd following Jesus had just witnessed a miracle. 
4. This new crowd is getting ready to see one. 
 
Luke 8:52 = Jesus Tests the Crowd  (Mark 5:38-39) 
 
Now they were all weeping (IPF MI KOPTW = to cut, to beat the head or breast in mourning) and lamenting 
(IPF AI KLAIW = to wail loudly) for her; but He said, "Stop weeping (M8 + PAIMP KLAIW = stop it), for she has 
not died, but is asleep (PAI KATHEUDW = asleep)." 
 
Mark 5:38-39  38 And they came to the house of the synagogue official; and He beheld a commotion, and people 
loudly weeping and wailing.  39 And entering in, He said to them, "Why make a commotion and weep? The child 
has not died, but is asleep." 
 
Summary: 
1. The type of weeping being expressed indicated that they were weeping as those who had no 

hope. 
2. This type of unbelief would later cause Jesus to weep.  John 11:35 
3. It is a weeping that comes from being spiritually asleep. 
4. From which the living need to "rise from the dead."  Eph 5:14  For this reason it says, "Awake, 

sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you." 
5. In a way, this dead girl is more "alive" than many in the crowd. 
 
Luke 8:53 = The Crowd's Response  (Matt 9:24 & Mark 5:40) 
 
And they began laughing at Him, knowing that she had died. 
 
Matt 9:24  He began to say, "Depart; for the girl has not died, but is asleep." And they began laughing at Him. 
Mark 5:40  And they began laughing at Him. But putting them all out, He took along the child's father and mother 
and His own companions, and entered the room where the child was. 
 
Summary: 
1. It was quite apparent that the girl was dead. 
2. Ever laugh at the Lord?  (Remember Abraham and Sarah?) 
3. Jesus had the unbelievers removed from the house and then went into the child's bedroom.   
 
Luke 8:54 = A Word from the Master  (Matt 9-25 & Mark 5:41) 
 
He, however, took her by the hand and called, saying, "Child, arise!" 
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Matt 9:25  But when the crowd had been put out, He entered and took her by the hand; and the girl arose. 
Mark 5:41  And taking the child by the hand, He said to her, "Talitha kum!" (which translated means, "Little girl, I 
say to you, arise!"). 
 
Summary: 
1. Matthew just records the Lord's action-He touched her.   
2. A touch from the Master's hand is all that is needed. 
3. The words of the Master do not convey they power, they just reveal it.  (She was healed by His 

inherent power, not by a magic formula)   
 
Luke 8:55 = No Problem Is too Large  (Mark 5:42) 
 
And her spirit (PNEUMA) returned (AAI EPISTREPHW = turn upon, toward), and she rose immediately; and 
He gave orders for something to be given her to eat. 
 
Mark 5:42  And immediately the girl rose and began to walk; for she was twelve years old. And immediately they 
were completely astounded. 
 
Summary: 
1. The human spirit that sustains life is under the control of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
2. This young girl was up and walking about in an instant.   
3. The Lord wanted her to be given some food, not only to satisfy her hunger, but to show that she 

was alive and well. 
4. The crowd needed to repent and return to the Lord.  Acts 3:19  "Repent therefore and return, that 

your sins may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord; 
5. They needed to realize the freedom found in the Lord.  2 Cor 3:15-18  (If death is conquered, 

nothing else matters)  But to this day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their heart; but whenever 
a man turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.  Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is liberty.  But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are 
being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit. 

6. They needed to turn from their idolatry.  1Thes 1:9-10  For they themselves report about us what kind 
of a reception we had with you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, and 
to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who delivers us from the 
wrath to come. 

7. They need to turn to the Shepherd and Guardian of their soul.  1 Pet 2:25  For you were continually 
straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls. 

8. Believers tend to turn back to the things that once enslaved them.  Gal 4:9  But now that you have 
come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how is it that you turn back again to the weak and 
worthless elemental things, to which you desire to be enslaved all over again? 

9. So we need to look out for one another.  James 5:19-20  My brethren, if any among you strays from 
the truth, and one turns him back, let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will 
save his soul from death, and will cover a multitude of sins. 

 
Luke 8:56 = Awestruck by the Master  (Matt 9:26 & Mark 5:43) 
 
And her parents were amazed (AAI EXIST8MI = to stand outside of oneself); but He instructed them to tell no 
one what had happened. 
 
Mark 5:43  And He gave them strict orders that no one should know about this; and He said that something 
should be given her to eat. 
Matt 9:26  And this news went out into all that land. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus did not want these few people to go on tour for Him.   
2. There were plenty of witnesses to do just that - the ones who had pronounced her dead and 

laughed at Him. 
3. People heard.   
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Healing Two Blind Men-Sight 
 
Matt 9:27 = Followed by Two Blind Men 
 
And as Jesus passed on from there, two blind men followed Him, crying out, and saying, "Have mercy on 
us, Son of David!" 
 
Summary: 
1. These men had the rest of their senses trained to follow Jesus. 
2. They are trying to get His attention. 
3. Jesus seemed to be indifferent to their plight. 
4. Yet, as with the woman He had just healed, He was showing the need for a persistent pursuit of 

Him. 
5. These men are asking for a kingly proclamation that will heal their blindness.  (Son of David) 
 
Matt 9:28 = They Caught Him 
 
And after He had come into the house (heading toward Nazareth), the blind men came up to Him, and Jesus 
said to them, "Do you believe that I am able to do this?" They said to Him, "Yes, Lord." 
 
Matt 9:29 = He Healed Them 
 
Then He touched their eyes, saying, "Be it done to you according to your faith." 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus, knowing their faith, quietly tested it. 
2. The decree of the king supercedes the degree of one's faith. 
3. If they had true faith, their request would be answered. 
4. If they did not have true faith, their request would not be answered. 
5. Notice that the decree of the king (God's will) and faith need to meet each other for prayers to be 

answered. 
6. These men already possessed more spiritual sight than most. 
 
Matt 9:30 = He Warned Them 
 
And their eyes were opened. And Jesus sternly warned them, saying, "See here, let no one know about 
this!" 
 
Summary: 
1. This order was probably given to slow down the growing Messianic movement which wanted 

Jesus installed as king. 
2. The men addressed Him by a Messianic, kingly title. 
3. One they had been yelling out to Him for miles. 
 
Matt 9:31 = They Went Out 
 
But they went out, and spread the news about Him in all that land. 
 
Summary: 
1. It seems as though Jairus and his wife obeyed the Lord's direction, and the crowd spread the 

news. 
2. These two men clearly disobeyed the Lord's directions and spread the news.  
3. Jesus did not need them to promote Him and sensed they would promote Him for the wrong 

reasons. 
4. Namely, claiming that it is time to throw out Rome since Messiah is here. 
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Healing The Dumb Man–Speech 
 
Matt 9:32 = The Dumb Man Brought to Him 
 
And as they were going out, behold, a dumb man, demon-possessed, was brought to Him. 
 
Matt 9:33 = The Healing, Wonder and Proclamation 
 
And after the demon was cast out, the dumb man spoke; and the multitudes marveled, saying, "Nothing 
like this was ever seen in Israel." 
 
Matt 9:34 = The Same Old Attack 
 
But the Pharisees were saying, "He casts out the demons by the ruler of the demons." 
 
Matt 9:35 = The Same Old Jesus 
 
And Jesus was going about all the cities and the villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming 
the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness. 
 
1. Jesus HEALS DEATH so others might live. 

A. Life can only be understood backwards, but it must be lived forwards.  (Kierkegard) 
B. We now demand to be personally conducted through life with all risks to be taken by 

someone else.  William R. Inge 
C. We break up life into little bits and then fritter it away.  Seneca 
D. A man may live long yet live very little. 
E. Life is more than things to live with.  Matt 6:25  "For this reason I say to you, do not be 

anxious for your life, as to what you shall eat, or what you shall drink; nor for your body, as to 
what you shall put on. Is not life more than food, and the body than clothing? 

F. The abundant life has a small entry way.  Matt 7:13-14  "Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate 
is wide, and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and many are those who enter by it.  "For 
the gate is small, and the way is narrow that leads to life, and few are those who find it. 

G. True life is first found in Jesus Christ.  John 14:6  Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me. 

H. It is then lived by surrendering one's life to Him.  Matt 10:39  "He who has found his life shall 
lose it, and he who has lost his life for My sake shall find it.  Matt 16:25  "For whoever wishes to 
save his life shall lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake shall find it. 

I. When we follow our Lord, our life shall have light.  John 8:12  Again therefore Jesus spoke to 
them, saying, "I am the light of the world; he who follows Me shall not walk in the darkness, but 
shall have the light of life."    

2. Jesus HEALS SICKNESS so others might be purified.  (Not an issue of the outside, but the inside) 
A. Jesus Christ is the basis of our purification.  Titus 2:11-14  For the grace of God has 

appeared, bringing salvation to all men, instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires 
and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and 
the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus; who gave Himself for us, 
that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself a people for His own 
possession, zealous for good deeds. 

B. Purity of soul removes double-mindedness.  James 4:7-11  Submit therefore to God. Resist 
the devil and he will flee from you.  Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your 
hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  Be miserable and mourn and 
weep; let your laughter be turned into mourning, and your joy to gloom.  Humble yourselves in the 
presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you.  Do not speak against one another, brethren. He who 
speaks against a brother, or judges his brother, speaks against the law, and judges the law; but if 
you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law, but a judge of it. 

C. Purity of soul loves one another.  1 Pet 1:22-23  Since you have in obedience to the truth 
purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart, for 
you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the 
living and abiding word of God. 
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D. Purity of soul is a result of fixing our hope on Jesus Christ.  I Jn 3:1-3  See how great a love 
the Father has bestowed upon us, that we should be called children of God; and such we are. For 
this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.  Beloved, now we are 
children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He 
appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is.  And everyone who has 
this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 

 
3. Jesus HEALS BLINDNESS so others might see. 

A. Satan does not want us to see.  2 Cor 4:4  in whose case the god of this world has blinded the 
minds of the unbelieving, that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who 
is the image of God.  

B. Purity of heart lets one "see" God.  Matt 5:8  "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see 
God.   

C. Sight becomes clearer as legalisms and hypocrisy are removed from our soul, so that 
others may be helped.  Matt 7:5  "You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then 
you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye.  

D. We begin to see others as God sees them.  Matt 18:10  "See that you do not despise one of 
these little ones, for I say to you, that their angels in heaven continually behold the face of My 
Father who is in heaven.    

E. Spiritual sight requires faith.  John 11:40  Jesus said to her, "Did I not say to you, if you 
believe, you will see the glory of God?"  

F. Spiritual sight sees what God has already provided to us.  2 Pet 1:2-3  Grace and peace be 
multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; seeing that His divine power has 
granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who 
called us by His own glory and excellence. 

4. Jesus HEALS SPEECH so others might proclaim. 
A. The Lord came to proclaim freedom.  Luke 4:18-19  "The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, 

because He anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to 
the captives, and recovery of sight to the blind, to set free those who are downtrodden,  To 
proclaim the favorable year of the Lord." 

B. We proclaim Him in part through the Lord's table.  1 Cor 11:26  For as often as you eat this 
bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes. 

C. We are to boldly proclaim Him.  Eph 6:20  for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in 
proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. 

D. We are to rejoice that He is being proclaimed.  Phil 1:17-18  the former proclaim Christ out of 
selfish ambition, rather than from pure motives, thinking to cause me distress in my 
imprisonment.  What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is 
proclaimed; and in this I rejoice, yes, and I will rejoice. 

E. The proclamation should extend to all.  Col 1:28-29  And we proclaim Him, admonishing every 
man and teaching every man with all wisdom, that we may present every man complete in Christ.  
And for this purpose also I labor, striving according to His power, which mightily works within me. 

F. What we were given at salvation are tools to proclaim His greatness.  1 Pet 2:9  But you are 
a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession, that you 
may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous 
light; 
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John 5:1-18 
Do You Want to Get Well? 

 
3. Jesus' Ministry Flowers:  Year Two  30-31 A.D. 

A. The Sermon on the Mount 
B. Parables 
C. Miracles 

1). Calming the Storm  Matt 8:18, 23-27; Mark 4:35-41; Luke 8:22-25 (12-35MM) 
2). Conquering Demons  Matt 8:28-34; Mark 5:1-20; Luke 8:26-39 (13-35MM) 
3). Faith and Healing  Matt 9:1,18-34; Mark 5:21-43; Luke 8:40-56 (14,15,16,17-35MM) 
4). Do You Want to Get Well?    John 5:1-18 (18-35MM) 

 
John 5:1 = Jesus Goes to the Feast 
 
After these things there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 
 
Summary: 
1. This is probably the Feast of Tabernacles because John refers to Passover as Passover.  John 

2:13; 6:4; 11:55 
2. This fall feast focused on the Millennial Kingdom. 
3. Jesus kept the Law even when others were not. 
 
Principle #1:  Jesus is still Jesus in the face of ritualism. 
 
John 5:2 = The Pool 
 
Now there is in Jerusalem by the sheep gate a pool, which is called in Hebrew Bethesda (several different 
transliterations from the Aramaic), having five porticoes (a covered colonnade where people can stand or talk, 
protected by the weather; excavations have located it). 
 
Summary: 
1. This was an opening in the wall at the north end of the city. 
2. Bethesda means "house of mercy." 
3. Jesus was preparing to demonstrate the reality behind the name. 
 
John 5:3 = The Waiting Crowd 
 
In these lay a multitude of those who were sick, blind, lame, and withered, [waiting for the moving of the 
waters; 
 
John 5:4 = Between Brackets Not in Text 
 
for an angel of the Lord went down at certain seasons into the pool, and stirred up the water; whoever 
then first, after the stirring up of the water, stepped in was made well from whatever disease with which 
he was afflicted.] 
 
Summary: 
1. The last part of verse three and all of verse four are not in the original text, although they 

accurately state the tradition. 
2. Throughout history people have placed their faith and hope in the wrong things.  (Similar to 

"touching" His garment) 
3. Superstition and "holy places" do not endow one with power or healing. 
 
Principle #2:  Jesus is still Jesus in the face of sickness. 
Principle #3:  Jesus is still Jesus in the face of superstition. 
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John 5:5 = The Sick Man 
 
And a certain man was there, who had been thirty-eight years in his sickness (ASTHENEIA = to lack 
strength, weakness, sickness etc., general term). 
 
Summary: 
1. Just because someone has been "weak" a long time does not mean that the person is beyond 

help.  (woman with 12 yr. Hemorrhage) 
2. The sickness or weakness can be spiritual in nature as well, which the Holy Spirit helps as we try 

to pray.  Rom 8:26  And in the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to 
pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; 

3. Paul found that personal weaknesses are important to spiritual growth.  2 Cor 12:9-10  And He has 
said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness." Most gladly, therefore, I 
will rather boast about my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may dwell in me.  Therefore I am well 
content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's 
sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong. 

4. Christ Himself tasted our weakness.  2 Cor 13:4  For indeed He was crucified because of weakness, 
yet He lives because of the power of God. For we also are weak in Him, yet we shall live with Him 
because of the power of God directed toward you. 

5. And thus He can sympathize with us.  Heb 4:15-16For we do not have a high priest who cannot 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.  
Let us therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and may 
find grace to help in time of need. 

 
John 5:6 = The Question 
 
When Jesus saw him lying there (obviously lame), and knew that he had already been a long time in that 
condition, He said to him, "Do you wish to get (GINOMAI = become) well (HUGI8S = sound, whole, healthy, 
totally cured)?" 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus picks the tough cases. 
2. The question is for all who lack strength. 
 
John 5:7 = The Complaint 
 
The sick man answered Him, "Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up, but 
while I am coming, another steps down before me." 
 
Summary: 
1. This situation demonstrates the self-pity of the man. 
2. He doesn't even respond to the question, but instead begins to complain. 
3. He has probably been complaining so long that it has become an automatic response to anyone 

who speaks to him. 
4. He is quick to point out the selfishness of others by their lack of love for him. 
5. Illness can expose our self-centeredness as quick as anything in this life. 
6. Illness does not negate or suspend the Royal Law. 
 
Principle# 4:  Jesus is still Jesus in the face of selfishness. 
Principle #5:  Jesus is still Jesus in the face of complaints. 
 
John 5:8 = The Commands 
 
Jesus said to him, "Arise (PAIMP EGEIRW), take up (AAIMP AIRW) your pallet, and walk (PAIMP 
PERIPATEW)." 
 
Summary: 
1. Notice that this healing is not an issue of previous faith, but from a sovereign decision of the Lord 

Jesus Christ. Cf Rom 9:15 
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2. Notice too that he tests the man's faith by issuing three commands. 
3. The first and third command are necessary for him to see that he has been healed. 
4. The second command is designed to take the message of grace to others. 
5. If the man had just laid there, he would not have found out that he had been healed. 
 
John 5:9 = The Result 
 
And immediately the man became well, and took up his pallet and began to walk. Now it was the Sabbath 
on that day. 
 
Summary: 
1. The man took the step of faith. 
2. Physical infirmities are often designed to test and build our faith. 
3. The challenge here was to forget the magical pool. 
4. By analogy, "Rise Up" means to awake from spiritual sleep. 
5. "Take Up Your Pallet" means to identify your life's assignment. 
6. "Walk" means to get on with it. 
7. What a joyous day for a healing to occur-on the Sabbath. 
 
John 5:10 = The Criticism 
 
Therefore the Jews were saying to him who was cured, "It is the Sabbath, and it is not permissible (PAI 
EXESTI = lawful, permitted; word includes that which is based on the Mosaic Law and common law or tradition) 
for you to carry your pallet." 
 
Summary: 
1. The issue of healing on the Sabbath had come up before. 
2. Here they are quick to point out that this recently healed man has just violated the "law." 
3. It was a "law of the elders" referring to their tradition. 
4. The "law-keepers" would not help the man get into the pool. 
5. Notice though that superstition was permitted on the Sabbath, but not carrying one's pallet. 
6. Jesus gave this man a common test-do I obey God or man? 
7. Jesus knew there would be complaints.  (The festival police were out looking for violations that 

would render one unclean.  They had ways of making money off of that) 
 
Principle #6:  Jesus is still Jesus in the face of criticism. 
 
John 5:11 = The Man’s Defense 
 
But he answered them, "He who made me well was the one who said to me, 'Take up your pallet and 
walk.'" 
 
Summary: 
1. Notice how quickly he finds someone else to shift the attention to.  (They just told him not to do it 

and he starts protecting himself) 
2. While the man had joy, he lacked thanksgiving.  (You would think that he would thank God, even if he 

did not know who the man was who healed him) 
3. Notice that legalism is a stealer of joy. 
 
John 5:12 = The Investigation 
 
They asked him, "Who is the man who said to you, 'Take up your pallet, and walk'?" 
 
John 5:13 = The "Whodunit" 
 
But he who was healed did not know who it was; for Jesus had slipped away while there was a crowd in 
that place. 
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Summary: 
1. The Jews want to know who else was in violation of their "pallet" law. 
2. Yet the man had no idea of who the man was who had healed him. 
 
Principle #7:  Jesus is still Jesus in the face of self-centeredness. 
 
John 5:14 = The Warning 
 
Afterward Jesus found him in the temple, and said to him, "Behold (AAIMP HORAW), you have become 
well; do not sin anymore, so that nothing worse may befall you." 
 
Summary: 
1. The man did go on to the Temple, probably to do purification rituals. 
2. Jesus is not saying that all physical problems are the result of sin, but that they can be. 
3. What sins did this man have: 

A. Self-centeredness. 
B. Lack of love for one another.  
C. Superstition. 
D. Lack of appreciation. 

4. Jesus told him that things could get worse. 
 
Principle# 8:  Jesus is still Jesus in the face of no appreciation. 
 
John 5:15 = The Report 
 
The man went away, and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well. 
 
Summary: 
1. This man is not trying to proclaim Jesus, but to get himself off the hook for violating the Sabbath. 
2. Under pressure from the legalists the man betrayed his healer. 
3. He betrayed Him to the same people who used to step over and on him, and did not care about his 

well-being.  (Those to whom he complained to Jesus about) 
 
John 5:16 = The Legalistic Attack 
 
And for this reason the Jews were persecuting Jesus, because He was doing these things on the 
Sabbath. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus had explained earlier that the Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath. 
2. Yet, legalists often hang on to their laws even in the face of reason. 
3. The Jews were returning evil for good. 
 
Principle #9:  Jesus is still Jesus in the face of persecution. 
 
John 5:17 = Jesus' Answer 
 
But He answered them, "My Father is working until now, and I Myself am working." 
 
Summary: 
1. The simple fact is that God exercises care over His creation even on the Sabbath.  (crops grew, air 

to breathe, kept alive) 
2. If someone cut themselves, the cut would begin to heal-even on the Sabbath. 
3. If an infection began, the body would begin to fight it. 
4. Jesus simply follows His Father's example. 
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John 5:18 = Grounds for Death? 
 
For this cause therefore the Jews were seeking all the more to kill Him, because He not only was breaking 
the Sabbath, but also was calling God His own Father, making Himself equal with God. 
 
Summary: 
1. They claimed He violated God's Law by breaking their law of the Sabbath. 
2. They also realized His claim to deity. 
3. Jesus did tell people He was the God-man. 
4. It was the truth. 
5. The fact that it was not "lawful" for them to put Him to death was just another indicator of the fact 

that the time was right for the Messiah to come.  Cf Gen 49:10 
 
Principle #10:  Jesus is still Jesus in the face of attack. 
 
Are We Becoming More Like The Man, Or Like Jesus? 
Principle #1:  In the face of ritualism. 
Principle #2:  In the face of sickness. 
Principle #3:  In the face of superstition. 
Principle #4:  In the face of selfishness. 
Principle #5:  In the face of complaints. 
Principle #6:  In the face of criticism. 
Principle #7:  In the face of self-centeredness. 
Principle #8:  In the face of no appreciation. 
Principle #9:  In the face of persecution. 
Principle #10:  In the face of attack. 
 
From John 5:1-18 
1. Persecution will arise when: 

A. We don't subscribe to the legalisms of others.  (We may be doing good but not in the form 
they prescribe) 

B. Claims are made that people don't believe.  (Whether they are true or false) 
2. We see Jesus offer a defense for the truth that is Him. 
3. Did you ever correctly read the facts and make the wrong conclusions from them? 
4. Jesus is going to answer the charge of blasphemy with the facts. 
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John 5:19-47 
From Death to Life 

 
3. Jesus' Ministry Flowers:  Year Two  30-31 A.D. 

A. The Sermon on the Mount 
B. Parables 
C. Miracles 

1). Calming the Storm  Matt 8:18, 23-27; Mark 4:35-41; Luke 8:22-25 (12-35MM) 
2). Conquering Demons  Matt 8:28-34; Mark 5:1-20; Luke 8:26-39 (13-35MM) 
3). Faith and Healing  Matt 9:1,18-34; Mark 5:21-43; Luke 8:40-56 (14,15,16,17-35MM) 
4). Do You Want to Get Well?    John 5:1-18 (18-35MM) 
5). From Death to Life  John 5:19-47 

 
1. The Equality of the Son  John 5:19-23 
2. The Power of the Son  John 5:24-29 
3. The Service of the Son  John 5:30 
4. The Testimony of the Son   John 5:31-47 
 
1. The Equality of the Son  John 5:19-23 
 
Jesus Answers the Jews Charges 
 
John 5:19 = His Actions Copy the Father's 
 
Jesus therefore (OUN) answered (AAI APOKRINW = to answer, judge from, respond to an issue) and was 
saying to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing (Lit: is not being empowered) of Himself, 
unless it is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, these things the Son also 
does in like manner. 
 
Summary: 
1. Perfect Sonship involves perfect identity of will and action with the Father. 
2. Jesus Christ learned from His Father and conformed to Him.  Luke 2:40,52 
3. He is the exact manifestation of His nature.  Heb 1:3 
4. Jesus is saying that His humanity is not performing the miracles. 
 
John 5:20 = God's Actions Benefit Others 
 
"For (GAR = explains how the Son can do the Father's will) the Father loves (PAI PHILEW) the Son, and 
shows (PAI DEIKNUMI) Him all things that He Himself is doing; and greater works than these will He show 
Him, that you may marvel. 
 
Summary: 
1. The humanity of Christ was still learning at the 1st Advent.  (the week of His death He still had not 

been told the day and hour of the Rapture) 
2. The Father teaches the Son so that man may be amazed. 
 
John 5:21 = God's Actions Are Designed to Give Life 
 
"For just as the Father raises (PAI EGEIRW) the dead and gives (PAI ZEOPOIEW) them life, even so the 
Son also gives life (PAI ZWOPOIEW) to whom He wishes (PAI THELW). 
 
Comment:  The greatest gift is not eternal life, but life with the Father and Son. 
 
John 5:22 = The Son's Position 
 
"For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son, 
 
Comment:  The decision is left to the Son. 
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John 5:23 = The Reason 
 
in order that all may honor the Son, even as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does 
not honor the Father who sent Him. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus' first claim is that He is equal with God, and therefore He is God. 
2. His argument from V19 is: 

A. His nature. 
B. His objective. 
C. His action. 
D. His subordination of human will. 

3. His argument from V20 is: 
A. His communion with Deity. 
B. His family relationship. 
C. His communication with God. 
D. His communication with man. 

4. His argument from V21 is His power. 
5. His argument from V22 is His authority to make eternal judgments. 
6. His argument from V23 is: 

A. His glory. 
B. His worthiness. 

 
1. The Equality of the Son  John 5:19-23 
2. The Power of the Son  John 5:24-29 
 
John 5:24 = The Judgment 
 
"Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and 
does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life. 
 
Summary: 
1. The issue is belief in Him.  (Are we still laying there even though we have been healed??) 
2. The results of belief: 

A. Eternal Life. 
B. No condemnation. 
C. Born Again. 

3. The condemnation brought about by sin is removed when one believes the Father's plan 
concerning His Son. 

 
John 5:25 = The Offer 
 
"Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming and now is (presently-how?), when the dead shall hear the 
voice of the Son of God; and those who hear shall live. 
 
Summary: 
1. Two different events are in view. 
2. One is an hour to come. 
3. The other is already present with Christ. 
4. Life is found in listening to the Son of God. 
 
John 5:26 = The Route of the Father's Gift 
 
"For just as the Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the Son also to have life in Himself; 
 
Comment:  Jesus can give life because He is life. 
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John 5:27 = The Authority 
 
and He gave Him authority to execute judgment, because He is the Son of Man. 
 
Comment:  Jesus has the authority to give life to whom He desires. 
 
John 5:28 = The Hour to Come 
 
"Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs shall hear His voice, 
 
Comment:  All will eventually hear His voice. 
 
John 5:29 = The Two Resurrections 
 
and shall come forth; those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the 
evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment. 
 
Summary: 
1. All will be resurrected. 
2. The issue then is where one will spend eternity, not if.: 
3. Jesus' second claim is that He possesses the power and authority of God. 
4. To them the issue is whether or not they believe it.  John 5:24  "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who 

hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but 
has passed out of death into life. 

5. At stake is life itself.  John 5:25  "Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming and now is (presently-
how?), when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear shall live. 

6. The good life with the Father comes through Jesus.  John 5:26  "For just as the Father has life in 
Himself, even so He gave to the Son also to have life in Himself; 

7. Jesus has the authority to give this life.  John 5:27  and He gave Him authority to execute judgment, 
because He is the Son of Man. 

8. All will eventually hear his voice.  John 5:28  "Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all 
who are in the tombs shall hear His voice, 

9. There will be two resurrections so the issue is where one will spend eternity.  John 5:29  and shall 
come forth; those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to 
a resurrection of judgment. 

 
1. The Equality of the Son  John 5:19-23 
2. The Power of the Son  John 5:24-29 
3. The Service of the Son  John 5:30 
 
John 5:30 = The Plan of God 
 
"I can do nothing on My own initiative. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is just, because I do not seek 
My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus' third claim is that He and the Father have no disagreements and thus think and act as one. 
2. God's will is found in the Son. 
3. You cannot find the will of God apart from the Son. 
4. God's will is found by a willingness to submit to it before you know it and an submission to it after 

you know it. 
5. Christ's position and authority is partly based on His obedience to the Father's Plan. 
6. The first part of Jesus' defense is "This is who I am." 
 
1. The Equality of the Son  John 5:19-23 
2. The Power of the Son  John 5:24-29 
3. The Service of the Son  John 5:30 
4. The Testimony of the Son  John 5:31-47 
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John 5:31 = Legal Evidence 
 
"If I alone bear witness of Myself, My testimony is not true. 
 
Summary: 
1. Christ is saying that He is the first witness of who He is.  (If you make a claim it must be backed with 

action that proves it) 
2. Jesus also says that if He is the only witness to Himself, it is not sufficient evidence to stand up in 

court. 
 
John 5:32 = A Second Witness 
 
"There is another who bears witness of Me, and I know that the testimony which He bears of Me is true. 
 
John 5:33 = John the Baptist 
 
"You have sent to John, and he has borne witness to the truth. 
 
John 5:34 = Different Witnesses 
 
"But the witness which I receive is not from man, but I say these things that you may be saved. 
 
Summary: 
1. The second witness is the Father who said, "Behold, My beloved Son, in Whom I am well-

pleased."  Matt 3:17 
2. John the Baptist was the third witness. 
3. Jesus came to seek and save that which was lost.  Luke 19:10 
4. John wrote these events so that man might believe.  John 20:31 
 
John 5:35 = Their Response to John 
 
"He was the lamp that was burning and was shining and you were willing to rejoice for a while in his light. 
 
Summary: 
1. God was the only One who could be a credible, legal witness to Christ's Deity. 
2. Other witnesses were provided for man's benefit. 
3. They had initially accepted John's witness. 
 
John 5:36 = The Witness of Christ's Works 
 
"But the witness which I have is greater than that of John; for the works which the Father has given Me to 
accomplish, the very works that I do, bear witness of Me, that the Father has sent Me. 
 
Summary: 
1. Christ's works are the fourth witness. 
2. He does works which only God can do. 
3. The works were designed to show that He was sent by the Father. 
 
John 5:37 = The Father's Witness 
 
"And the Father who sent Me, He has borne witness of Me. You (the Jews He is addressing this to) have 
neither heard His voice at any time, nor seen His form (the Exodus Generation heard His voice). 
 
Summary: 
1. The Word of God is His fifth witness. 
2. Scripture spoke of Him throughout the Law and Prophets. 
3. Jesus points out that the Jewish people had been without communication from God for a long 

time. 
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4. So they had better pay attention to the written record to look for the facts upon which to evaluate 
Him. 

 
John 5:38 = Their Lack of the Right Knowledge 
 
"And you do not have His word abiding in you, for you do not believe Him whom He sent. 
 
Summary: 
1. It is not simply an issue of knowledge, but the right knowledge. 
2. God's Word is designed to lead us to a relationship with Him that is offered through His 

messenger-Jesus Christ. 
3. God's Word truly living in these Jews would have led them to recognize His emissary. 
 
John 5:39 = Their Futile Search 
 
"You search (PAI AND PAIMP ERAUNAW) the Scriptures, because you think that in them you have eternal 
life; and it is these that bear witness of Me; 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus uses a word that is both an indicative and imperative by its grammatical form. 
2. It has a twofold meaning: 

A. Some are searching the Scriptures. 
B. Some need to start. 

3. Those who are need to start over and look for the one who will come to save them from their sins. 
4. They need to stop looking for ways to save themselves.  
5. Knowledge alone will not save one's soul from hell. 
 
John 5:40 = Their Fatal Decision 
 
and you are unwilling to come to Me, that you may have life. 
 
Summary: 
1. One has to come to the person of Christ to be saved. 
2. Just the knowledge of or the concept of Christ will not do it. 
3. In Context, Jesus Is Talking About The "Good" Life-Eternal Life With God.  (The Other Is Simply 

Existence) 
 
The Witnesses: 
1. The Son 
2. The Father 
3. John the Baptist 
4. The Works 
5. The Word 
 
Characteristics of a Lack of Relationship with God: 
1. Rejection of the witnesses. 
 
John 5:41 = Jesus' Assignment 
 
"I do not receive glory from men; 
 
2. Seeking glory from men.  Cf V44 
 
John 5:42 = Their Fatal Flaw 
 
but I know you, that you do not have the love of God in yourselves. 
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3. Lack of accepting and returning God's love. 
 
John 5:43 = Their Foolishness 
 
"I have come in My Father's name, and you do not receive Me; if another shall come in his own name, you 
will receive him. 
 
4. Accepting mere men as Messiahs. 
 
John 5:44 = Their Misdirection 
 
"How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another, and you do not seek the glory that is 
from the one and only God? 
 
5. The pursuit of fame from man, not seeking the glory from God. 
 
John 5:45 = Their Judge 
 
"Do not think that I will accuse you before the Father; the one who accuses you is Moses, in whom you 
have set your hope. 
 
6. Elevating men and knowledge above the person of Christ. 
 
John 5:46 = Their Lack of Understanding 
 
"For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote of Me. 
 
7. A lack of understanding of God's Word. 
 
John 5:47 = Their Problem 
 
"But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe My words?" 
 
8. A lack of faith in God's Word. 
 
Characteristics of a Lack of Relationship with God: 
1. Rejection of the witnesses.  John 5:31-38 
2. Seeking glory from men.  John 5:41 Cf V44 
3. Lack of accepting and returning God's love.  John 5:42 
4. Accepting mere men as Messiahs.  John 5:43 
5. The pursuit of fame from man, not seeking the glory from God.  John 5:44 
6. Elevating men and knowledge above the person of Christ.  John 5:45 
7. A lack of understanding of God's Word.  John 5:46 
8. A lack of faith in God's Word.  John 5:47 
 
In Verses 31-47, Christ's identity is legally established.  Jesus makes a defense of the faith. 
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Matt 13:53-58; Mark 6:1-6a 
Refusing to Believe 

 
3. Jesus' Ministry Flowers:  Year Two  30-31 A.D. 

A. The Sermon on the Mount 
B. Parables 
C. Miracles 

1). Calming the Storm  Matt 8:18, 23-27; Mark 4:35-41; Luke 8:22-25 (12-35MM) 
2). Conquering Demons  Matt 8:28-34; Mark 5:1-20; Luke 8:26-39 (13-35MM) 
3). Faith and Healing  Matt 9:1,18-34; Mark 5:21-43; Luke 8:40-56 (14,15,16,17-35MM) 
4). Do You Want to Get Well?    John 5:1-18 (18-35MM) 
5). From Death to Life  John 5:19-47 
6). Refusing to Believe  Matt 13:53-58; Mark 6:1-6a 

 
Matt 13:53 = Still Heading Back to Nazareth 
 
And it came about that when Jesus had finished these parables, He departed from there (west side of Sea 
of Galilee). 
 
Matt 13:54 = In Front of the Home Folks  (Mark 6:1-2) 
 
And coming to His home town He began teaching them in their synagogue, so that they became 
astonished (PPINF EKPLESSO = from ek, "out of," plesso, "to strike," lit., "to strike out," signifies "to be 
exceedingly struck in mind, to be astonished" (ek, intensive). The English "astonish" should be used for this verb, 
and "amaze" for existemi), and said, "Where did this man get this wisdom, and these miraculous powers? 

 
Mark 6:1-2  1 And He went out from there, and He came into His home town; and His disciples followed Him.  2 
And when the Sabbath had come, He began to teach in the synagogue; and the many listeners were astonished, 
saying, "Where did this man get these things, and what is this wisdom given to Him, and such miracles as these 
performed by His hands? 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus is the greatest teacher, wise man and miracle worker that the world has ever seen. 
2. His hometown audience first stood in awe of Him. 
3. Then they began to question the source of His works. 
 
Matt 13:55 = Their Challenge 
 
"Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not His mother called Mary, and His brothers, James and Joseph and 
Simon and Judas? 
 
Matt 13:56 = Continued 
 
"And His sisters, are they not all with us? Where then did this man get all these things?" 
 
Summary: 
1. These are valid questions to ask. 
2. Jesus was the firstborn of the virgin Mary, but had both half-brothers and half-sisters. 
3. Where did He get these things? 
4. Jesus began astonishing people at the age of twelve.  Luke 2:46-49  And it came about that after 

three days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, both listening to them, and 
asking them questions.  And all who heard Him were amazed at His understanding and His answers.  
And when they saw Him, they were astonished; and His mother said to Him, "Son, why have You treated 
us this way? Behold, your father and I have been anxiously looking for you."  And He said to them, "Why 
is it that you were looking for me? Did you not know that I had to be in My father's house?" 

5. Part of the astonishment at Christ's teaching was because He spoke with authority.  Matt 7:28-29  
The result was that when Jesus had finished these words, the multitudes were amazed at His teaching; 
for He was teaching them as one having authority, and not as their scribes. 



 156

6. Part of the astonishment was because He taught the impossibility of being saved apart from 
God's grace.  Matt 19:23-26  And Jesus said to His disciples, "Truly I say to you, it is hard for a rich man 
to enter the kingdom of heaven.  "And again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of 
a needle, than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God."  And when the disciples heard this, they were 
very astonished and said, "Then who can be saved?"  And looking upon them Jesus said to them, "With 
men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible." 

7. Part of the astonishment was the depth and wisdom of His doctrinal position.  Matt 22:22-33  On 
that day some Sadducees (who say there is no resurrection) came to Him and questioned Him, saying, 
"Teacher, Moses said, 'If a man dies, having no children, his brother as next of kin shall marry his wife, 
and raise up an offspring to his brother.'  "Now there were seven brothers with us; and the first married 
and died, and having no offspring left his wife to his brother; so also the second, and the third, down to 
the seventh.  "And last of all, the woman died.  "In the resurrection therefore whose wife of the seven shall 
she be? For they all had her."  But Jesus answered and said to them, "You are mistaken, not 
understanding the Scriptures, or the power of God.  "For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are 
given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven.  "But regarding the resurrection of the dead, have you 
not read that which was spoken to you by God, saying, 'I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob'? He is not the God of the dead but of the living."  And when the multitudes heard 
this, they were astonished at His teaching. 

8. Part of the astonishment was the healing He performed.  Mark 7:32-37  And they brought to Him one 
who was deaf and spoke with difficulty, and they entreated Him to lay His hand upon him.  And He took 
him aside from the multitude by himself, and put His fingers into his ears, and after spitting, He touched 
his tongue with the saliva; and looking up to heaven with a deep sigh, He said to him, "Ephphatha!" that 
is, "Be opened!"  And his ears were opened, and the impediment of his tongue was removed, and he 
began speaking plainly.  And He gave them orders not to tell anyone; but the more He ordered them, the 
more widely they continued to proclaim it.  And they were utterly astonished, saying, "He has done all 
things well; He makes even the deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak." 

9. Part of the astonishment was the power He possessed.  Luke 9:38-43  And behold, a man from the 
multitude shouted out, saying, "Teacher, I beg You to look at my son, for he is my only boy, and behold, a 
spirit seizes him, and he suddenly screams, and it throws him into a convulsion with foaming at the 
mouth, and as it mauls him, it scarcely leaves him.  "And I begged Your disciples to cast it out, and they 
could not."  And Jesus answered and said, "O unbelieving and perverted generation, how long shall I be 
with you, and put up with you? Bring your son here."  And while he was still approaching, the demon 
dashed him to the ground, and threw him into a convulsion. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, and 
healed the boy, and gave him back to his father.  And they were all amazed at the greatness of God. But 
while everyone was marveling at all that He was doing, He said to His disciples, 

10. The Lord's teaching is still a foundation for astonishing people.  Acts 13:8-12  But Elymas the 
magician (for thus his name is translated) was opposing them, seeking to turn the proconsul away from 
the faith.  But Saul, who was also known as Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, fixed his gaze upon him, and 
said, "You who are full of all deceit and fraud, you son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, will 
you not cease to make crooked the straight ways of the Lord?  "And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is 
upon you, and you will be blind and not see the sun for a time." And immediately a mist and a darkness 
fell upon him, and he went about seeking those who would lead him by the hand.  Then the proconsul 
believed when he saw what had happened, being amazed at the teaching of the Lord. 

11. Even astonished people can reject the Lord Jesus Christ.  (He did not come to astonish, but to save.  
Some want a show.  Jesus wants us.) 

 
Matt 13:57 = Their Rejection  (Mart 6:3-4) 
 
And they took offense (IPF PS IND SKANDALIDZW = were stumbling over Him) at Him. But Jesus said to 
them, "A prophet is not (OUK EIMI) without honor  (ATIMOS) except in his home town, and in his own 
household." 

 
Mark 6:3-4  3 "Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, and brother of James, and Joses, and Judas, and 
Simon? Are not His sisters here with us?" And they took offense at Him.  4 And Jesus said to them, "A prophet is 
not without honor except in his home town and among his own relatives (there were bound to be cousins etc. 
in Nazareth) and in his own household." 
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Matt 13:58 = What They Missed  (Mark 6:5-6a) 
 
And He did not do many miracles there because of their unbelief. 
 
Mark 6:5-6a  5 And He could do no miracle there except that He laid His hands upon a few sick people and 
healed them.  6a And He wondered at their unbelief. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus' hometown folks began to challenge His teaching based on their familiarity with He and His 

family. 
2. He had begun to reveal Himself as God in the flesh.  John 5 
3. That God would come in the flesh to redeem mankind was presented throughout the Old 

Testament. 
4. But the Jewish people veiled themselves to that truth.  2 Cor 3:12-18  Having therefore such a hope, 

we use great boldness in our speech, and are not as Moses, who used to put a veil over his face that the 
sons of Israel might not look intently at the end of what was fading away.  But their minds were hardened; 
for until this very day at the reading of the old covenant the same veil remains unlifted, because it is 
removed in Christ.  But to this day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their heart; but whenever a 
man turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away (cf the wedding ceremony).  Now the Lord is the Spirit; and 
where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.  But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the 
glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the 
Spirit. 

5. Satan is in the business of keeping the veil in place.  2 Cor 4:3-4  And even if our gospel is veiled, it 
is veiled to those who are perishing, in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the 
unbelieving, that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 

6. They had challenged Jesus' birthright.  (the Carpenter's son; they did not call him by name; implies 
that Joseph had been gone long enough to forget his name) 

7. They had challenged Him based on His occupation.  Mark 6:3 (the Carpenter) 
8. They had challenged Him based on His family.  (They all had sin natures) 
9. Some of His family had even joined in the challenge. 
10. Astonishment can quickly fade. 
11. Hasty evaluations can destroy astonishment.  (Some would say a hasty evaluation caused the 

astonishment) 
12. Hasty evaluations can lead one to forget the original valid questions that were asked.  (Where?  

Unlike the Pharisees who asked that same question and wrongly concluded it was Satan, His hometown 
people never answered the question, they just rejected Him) 

13. Jesus' hometown voted "no" to Him being the Messiah. 
14. Worldly attitudes honor the wrong people and things.  1 Cor 4:10  We are fools for Christ's sake, but 

you are prudent in Christ; we are weak, but you are strong; you are distinguished, but we are without 
honor. 

15. Familiarity without grace can breed contempt. 
 
Stumbling Blocks 
1. The Stumbling Block: 

A. Jesus is God in the flesh.  Does it cause you to stumble?  John 6:58-66   "This is the bread 
which came down out of heaven; not as the fathers ate, and died, he who eats this bread shall 
live forever."  These things He said in the synagogue, as He taught in Capernaum.  Many 
therefore of His disciples, when they heard this said, "This is a difficult statement; who can listen 
to it?"  But Jesus, conscious that His disciples grumbled at this, said to them, "Does this cause 
you to stumble?  "What then if you should behold the Son of Man ascending where He was 
before?  "It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words that I have spoken to 
you are spirit and are life.  "But there are some of you who do not believe." For Jesus knew from 
the beginning who they were who did not believe, and who it was that would betray Him.  And He 
was saying, "For this reason I have said to you, that no one can come to Me, unless it has been 
granted him from the Father."  As a result of this many of His disciples withdrew, and were not 
walking with Him anymore. 

B. Jesus is the issue.  Rom 9:32-33  Why? Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as though it 
were by works. They stumbled over the stumbling stone, just as it is written, "Behold, I lay in Zion 
a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense, and he who believes in Him will not be disappointed." 
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C. Christ crucified for sins will be a stumbling block to some.  1 Cor 1:22-24  For indeed Jews 
ask for signs, and Greeks search for wisdom; but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling 
block, and to Gentiles foolishness, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of God and the wisdom of God. 

2. Stumbling Blocks and Ourselves: 
A. The Lord does not want us to stumble.  John 16:1-3  "These things I have spoken to you, that 

you may be kept from stumbling.  "They will make you outcasts from the synagogue, but an hour 
is coming for everyone who kills you to think that he is offering service to God.  "And these things 
they will do, because they have not known the Father, or Me. 

B. Pressure can cause one to stumble over the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Matt 13:20-21  "And 
the one on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, this is the man who hears the word, and 
immediately receives it with joy; yet he has no firm root in himself, but is only temporary, and 
when affliction or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he falls away. 

C. People who do not stumble over Jesus are blessed.  Matt 11:4-6  And Jesus answered and 
said to them, "Go and report to John what you hear and see:  the blind receive sight and the lame 
walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have 
the gospel preached to them.  "And blessed is he who keeps from stumbling over Me." 

D. Stumbling is a result of disobedience to the Word.  1 Pet 2:7-8  This precious value, then, is 
for you who believe. But for those who disbelieve, "The stone which the builders rejected, this 
became the very corner stone," and, "A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense"; for they 
stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to this doom they were also appointed. 

E. We will all stumble from time to time.  Matt 26:30-32  And after singing a hymn, they went out 
to the Mount of Olives.  Then Jesus said to them, "You will all fall away because of Me this night, 
for it is written, 'I will strike down the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered.'  
"But after I have been raised, I will go before you to Galilee." 

F. Arrogance is one of the quickest ways to stumble even more.  Matt 26:33-35  But Peter 
answered and said to Him, "Even though all may fall away because of You, I will never fall away."  
Jesus said to him, "Truly I say to you that this very night, before a cock crows, you shall deny Me 
three times."  Peter said to Him, "Even if I have to die with You, I will not deny You." All the 
disciples said the same thing too. 

G. We are to identify the things that make us stumble and seek to correct the problem.  Matt 
5:29-30  "And if your right eye makes you stumble, tear it out, and throw it from you; for it is better 
for you that one of the parts of your body perish, than for your whole body to be thrown into hell.  
"And if your right hand makes you stumble, cut it off, and throw it from you; for it is better for you 
that one of the parts of your body perish, than for your whole body to go into hell. 

3. Stumbling Blocks and Others: 
A. The world sets up enough stumbling blocks, so Christians are not to be carriers.  Matt 18:7  

"Woe to the world because of its stumbling blocks! For it is inevitable that stumbling blocks come; 
but woe to that man through whom the stumbling block comes! 

B. We have to realize that some people will stumble over the truth.  Matt 15:10-14  And after 
He called the multitude to Him, He said to them, "Hear, and understand.  "Not what enters into 
the mouth defiles the man, but what proceeds out of the mouth, this defiles the man."  Then the 
disciples came and said to Him, "Do You know that the Pharisees were offended when they 
heard this statement?"  But He answered and said, "Every plant which My heavenly Father did 
not plant shall be rooted up.  "Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if a blind 
man guides a blind man, both will fall into a pit." 

C. But, we should consciously desire to not cause another Believer to stumble.  Rom 14:13  
Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather determine this-- not to put an obstacle 
or a stumbling block in a brother's way. 

D. And we should care when a brother stumbles.  2 Cor 11:28-29  Apart from such external 
things, there is the daily pressure upon me of concern for all the churches.  Who is weak without 
my being weak? Who is led into sin without my intense concern? 

E. Not giving people a valid reason to stumble over us is a display of our love for one 
another.  I Jn 2:9-10  The one who says he is in the light and yet hates his brother is in the 
darkness until now.  The one who loves his brother abides in the light and there is no cause for 
stumbling in him. 

F. We are not to set stumbling blocks in front of people that are not essentials of the Gospel 
or Christian Life.  Matt 17:25-27  He said, "Yes." And when he came into the house, Jesus 
spoke to him first, saying, "What do you think, Simon? From whom do the kings of the earth 
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collect customs or poll-tax, from their sons or from strangers?"  And upon his saying, "From 
strangers," Jesus said to him, "Consequently the sons are exempt.  "But, lest we give them 
offense, go to the sea, and throw in a hook, and take the first fish that comes up; and when you 
open its mouth, you will find a stater. Take that and give it to them for you and Me." 

G. Invalid stumbling blocks promote the love of money, idolatry and immorality.  Rev 2:14  
'But I have a few things against you, because you have there some who hold the teaching of 
Balaam, who kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, to eat things 
sacrificed to idols, and to commit acts of immorality. 

H. Promoting man's interests at the expense of God's will are also stumbling blocks.  Matt 
16:23  But He turned and said to Peter, "Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; 
for you are not setting your mind on God's interests, but man's." 

I. Legalism that downplays the importance of the cross is also an invalid stumbling block.  
Gal 5:11  But I, brethren, if I still preach circumcision, why am I still persecuted? Then the 
stumbling block of the cross has been abolished. 

J. Love for one another which does not place unnecessary stumbling blocks in the way 
should mean more to us than our liberty.  1 Cor 8:13  Therefore, if food causes my brother to 
stumble, I will never eat meat again, that I might not cause my brother to stumble. 

K. There will be times when we have to let even God's people go to pursue their own vices, 
so that may be broken.  Rom 11:7-11  What then? That which Israel is seeking for, it has not 
obtained, but those who were chosen obtained it, and the rest were hardened; just as it is written, 
"God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes to see not and ears to hear not, down to this very day."  
And David says, "Let their table become a snare and a trap, and a stumbling block and a 
retribution to them.  "Let their eyes be darkened to see not, and bend their backs forever.  I say 
then, they did not stumble so as to fall, did they? May it never be! But by their transgression 
salvation has come to the Gentiles, to make them jealous. 

L. Those who cause Believing children to stumble are on dangerous ground.  Matt 18:5-6  
"And whoever receives one such child in My name receives Me; but whoever causes one of 
these little ones who believe in Me to stumble, it is better for him that a heavy millstone be hung 
around his neck, and that he be drowned in the depth of the sea. 

M. The Body of Christ is to note those within who constantly place subtle stumbling blocks in 
front of people.  Rom 16:17-18  Now I urge you, brethren, keep your eye on those who cause 
dissensions and hindrances contrary to the teaching which you learned, and turn away from 
them.  For such men are slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of their own appetites; and by their 
smooth and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting. 

N. One day, all stumbling blocks will be removed.  Matt 13:41-42  "The Son of Man will send 
forth His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling blocks, and those who 
commit lawlessness, and will cast them into the furnace of fire; in that place there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
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Matt 9:35-38; 10:1, 5-16, 24-33, 27-42; 11:1; Mark 6:6b-13; Luke 9:1-6 
Workers in the Harvest 

 
3. Jesus' Ministry Flowers:  Year Two  30-31 A.D. 

A. The Sermon on the Mount 
B. Parables 
C. Miracles 
D. The Twelve Sent Out 

1). Workers in the Harvest  Matt 9:35–10:16; 10:24–11:1; Mark 6:6b-13; Luke 9:1-6 
 
Luke 9:1 = Jesus Equipped the Disciples for Service  (Matt 9:35–10:4 & Mark 6:6b-7) 
 
And He called the twelve together, and gave them power and authority over all the demons, and to heal 
diseases. 
 
Matt 9:35-10:4  35 And Jesus was going about all the cities and the villages, teaching in their synagogues, and 
proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness.  36 And 
seeing the multitudes, He felt compassion for them, because they were distressed and downcast like sheep 
without a shepherd.  37 Then He said to His disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.  38 
"Therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest."  10:1 And having summoned 
His twelve disciples, He gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every kind of 
disease and every kind of sickness. 2 Now the names of the twelve apostles are these: the first, Simon, who is 
called Peter, and Andrew his brother; and James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; 3 Philip and 
Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax-gatherer; James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the 
Zealot, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed Him. 
Mark 6:6b-7  6b And He was going around the villages teaching.  7 And He summoned the twelve and began to 
send them out in pairs; and He was giving them authority over the unclean spirits;   
 
Summary: 
1. This assignment came from Jesus' compassion for the lost. 
2. Disciples should pray for more workers.  Matt 9:37-38   
3. He gave the twelve authority over the unclean spirits and diseases.  Mark 6:6b-7; Matt 10:1   
4. These twelve were designed to be His apostles.  Matt 10:2-4   
5. The first problem that moved Jesus to compassion was their distress. 

A. The word "distress" means that there has been an imposition upon another person 
causing them to go out of their way to help.  Mark 5:35  While He was still speaking, they 
came from the {house of} the synagogue official, saying, "Your daughter has died; why trouble 
the Teacher anymore?"   Luke 7:6  Now Jesus {started} on His way with them; and when He was 
already not far from the house, the centurion sent friends, saying to Him, "Lord, do not trouble 
Yourself further, for I am not worthy for You to come under my roof;   Luke 8:49  While He was 
still speaking, someone came from {the house of} the synagogue official, saying, "Your daughter 
has died; do not trouble the Teacher anymore." 

B. The word covers the range of emotions that occur from a mild inconvenience to a great 
hardship.  (skin, flay) 

C. It is an anxiety caused by the requests or demands of others. 
D. Distress refers to the turmoil within one's soul. 

6. The second problem that moved Jesus to compassion was that they were downcast. 
A. "Downcast" refers to their countenance and spirit.  They were fearful like sheep without a 

shepherd would be. 
B. One could be downcast because of illness.  Matt 15:30  And great multitudes came to Him, 

bringing with them {those who were} lame, crippled, blind, dumb, and many others, and they laid 
them down at His feet; and He healed them, 

C. One could be downcast because of recognition of error.  Matt 27:5  And he threw the pieces 
of silver into the sanctuary and departed; and he went away and hanged himself.  

D. One could be downcast because of demonic oppression.  Luke 4:35  And Jesus rebuked 
him, saying, "Be quiet and come out of him!" And when the demon had thrown him down in {their} 
midst, he came out of him without doing him any harm. 

E. Being downcast refers to a defeated attitude. 
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7. The reason for the problems is that they lacked a true shepherd. 
 
Luke 9:2 = Jesus Gave the Disciples a Message  (Matt 10:5-8) 
 
And He sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God, and to perform healing. 
 
Matt 10:5-8  5 These twelve Jesus sent out after instructing them, saying, "Do not go in the way of the Gentiles, 
and do not enter any city of the Samaritans; 6 but rather go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.  7  "And as 
you go, preach, saying, 'The kingdom of heaven is at hand.'  8  "Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, 
cast out demons; freely you received, freely give. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus gave them geographical boundaries and a target audience.   
2. He also gave them a specific message.   
3. And He gave them a means of authenticating their new message.   
 
Luke 9:3 = The Disciples Had to Rely on Faith  (Matt 10:9-10 & Mark 6:-9) 
 
And He said to them, "Take nothing for your journey, neither a staff, nor a (beggar's) bag, nor bread, nor 
money; and do not even have two tunics apiece. 
 
Matt 10:9-10  9 "Do not acquire gold, or silver, or copper for your money belts, 10 or a bag for your journey, or 
even two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for the worker is worthy of his support. 
Mark 6:8-9  8 and He instructed them that they should take nothing for their journey, except a mere staff; no 
bread, no bag, no money in their belt; 9 but to wear sandals; and He added, "Do not put on two tunics." 
 
Luke 9:4 = The Disciples Had to Accept Grace  (Matt 10:11-13 & Mark 6:10) 
 
"And whatever house you enter, stay there, and take your leave from there. 
 
Matt 10:13  "And into whatever city or village you enter, inquire who is worthy in it; and abide there until you go 
away.  12  "And as you enter the house, give it your greeting (salute it).  13  "And if the house is worthy, let your 
greeting of peace come upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your greeting of peace return to you. 
Mark 6:10  And He said to them, "Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave town. 
 
Summary: 
1. They were first to ask the villagers about honorable people to stay with.   
2. They were to pray for a blessing upon that house.    
3. If the people were not honorable, they were to stop praying for blessings for them. 
4. They weren't to move around looking for the best deal. 
 
Luke 9:5 = The Disciples Had to Handle Disappointment  (Matt 10:14-16 & Mark 6:11) 
 
"And as for those who do not receive you, as you go out from that city, shake off the dust from your feet 
as a testimony against them." 
 
Matt 10:14-16  14 "And whoever does not receive you, nor heed your words, as you go out of that house or that 
city, shake off the dust of your feet.  15  "Truly I say to you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and 
Gomorrah in the day of judgment, than for that city.  16  "Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; 
therefore be shrewd as serpents, and innocent as doves. 
Mark 6:11  "And any place that does not receive you or listen to you, as you go out from there, shake off the dust 
from the soles of your feet for a testimony against them." 
 
Summary: 
1. "Dusting off one's feet" was connected to ridding oneself of defilement after one had been 

through Gentile lands. 
2. This dusting of the feet had more to say though about the uncleanness of the village rather than 

the self-purification of the disciples. 
3. To whom much has been given, much is expected.   
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4. The disciples were not to take unnecessary risks.   
 
Luke 9:6 = The Disciples Had to Go  (Mark 6:12-13) 
 
And departing, they began going about among the villages, preaching the gospel, and healing 
everywhere. 
 
Mark 6:12-13  12 And they went out and preached that men should repent.  13 And they were casting out many 
demons and were anointing with oil many sick people and healing them. 
 
Equipment 
Message 
Faith 
Grace 
Disappointment 
Go 
 
Compassion: 
1. The Greek words concern our deepest emotions.  As emotions, they can be expressed in both a 

positive and negative manner.  They can be faked but not manufactured.  These deepest inner 
feelings can be a pretty good indicator of our true self.  The degree we have the positive ones is in 
part a measure of our relationship with the Lord.  Compassion involves a care for others that can 
lead to a close, personal relationship. 

2. Compassion is a sympathetic care for another's distress with the desire to alleviate it. 
3. Compassion is part of God's love.  Luke 1:76-78  "And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most 

High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare His ways; To give to His people the knowledge of 
salvation by the forgiveness of their sins, Because of the tender mercy of our God, with which the sunrise 
from on high shall visit us, 
A. The "Good Samaritan" displayed it.  Luke 10:33  "But a certain Samaritan, who was on a 

journey, came upon him; and when he saw him, he felt compassion,  
B. The "Prodigal Son" received it.  Luke 15:20  "And he got up and came to his father. But while 

he was still a long way off, his father saw him, and felt compassion {for him,} and ran and 
embraced him, and kissed him.  

4. Jesus, our example: 
A. Has compassion for the sick.  Matt 14:14  And when He went ashore, He saw a great 

multitude, and felt compassion for them, and healed their sick. 
B. Has compassion for the hungry.  Matt 15:32  And Jesus called His disciples to Him, and said, 

"I feel compassion for the multitude, because they have remained with Me now three days and 
have nothing to eat; and I do not wish to send them away hungry, lest they faint on the way."    

C. Has compassion for the blind.  Matt 20:34  And moved with compassion, Jesus touched their 
eyes; and immediately they regained their sight and followed Him.   

D. Has compassion for the leper.  Mark 1:41  And moved with compassion, He stretched out His 
hand, and touched him, and said to him, "I am willing; be cleansed."   

E. Has compassion for those who have no servant leaders.  Mark 6:34  And when He went 
ashore, He saw a great multitude, and He felt compassion for them because they were like sheep 
without a shepherd; and He began to teach them many things.   

F. Has compassion for those who have lost loved ones.  Luke 7:12-16  Now as He approached 
the gate of the city, behold, a dead man was being carried out, the only son of his mother, and 
she was a widow; and a sizeable crowd from the city was with her.  And when the Lord saw her, 
He felt compassion for her, and said to her, "Do not weep."  And He came up and touched the 
coffin; and the bearers came to a halt. And He said, "Young man, I say to you, arise!"  And the 
dead man sat up, and began to speak. And Jesus gave him back to his mother.  And fear gripped 
them all, and they began glorifying God, saying, "A great prophet has arisen among us!" and, 
"God has visited His people!" 

5. The Lord's compassion is not to be manipulated.  Mark 9:17-27  And one of the crowd answered 
Him, "Teacher, I brought You my son, possessed with a spirit which makes him mute; and whenever it 
seizes him, it dashes him to the ground and he foams at the mouth, and grinds his teeth, and stiffens out. 
And I told Your disciples to cast it out, and they could not do it."  And He answered them and said, "O 
unbelieving generation, how long shall I be with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring him to Me!"  
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6. It is not wise to ask for compassion from the Lord and not be willing to have compassion for 
others.  Matt 18:21-35  Then Peter came and said to Him, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against 
me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?"  Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but 
up to seventy times seven.  "For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a certain king 
who wished to settle accounts with his slaves.  "And when he had begun to settle them, there was 
brought to him one who owed him ten thousand talents.  "But since he did not have the means to repay, 
his lord commanded him to be sold, along with his wife and children and all that he had, and repayment to 
be made.  "The slave therefore falling down, prostrated himself before him, saying, 'Have patience with 
me, and I will repay you everything.'  "And the lord of that slave felt compassion and released him and 
forgave him the debt.  "But that slave went out and found one of his fellow slaves who owed him a 
hundred denarii; and he seized him and began to choke him, saying, 'Pay back what you owe.'  "So his 
fellow slave fell down and began to entreat him, saying, 'Have patience with me and I will repay you.'  "He 
was unwilling however, but went and threw him in prison until he should pay back what was owed.  "So 
when his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were deeply grieved and came and reported to their 
lord all that had happened.  "Then summoning him, his lord said to him, 'You wicked slave, I forgave you 
all that debt because you entreated me.  'Should you not also have had mercy on your fellow slave, even 
as I had mercy on you?'  "And his lord, moved with anger, handed him over to the torturers until he should 
repay all that was owed him.  "So shall My heavenly Father also do to you, if each of you does not forgive 
his brother from your heart." 

7. Compassion is to be a primary attitude of God's people.  Col 3:12-15  And so, as those who have 
been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart (splangnon) of compassion (oiktirmos), 
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever 
has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.  And beyond all these 
things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.  And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to 
which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful. 

8. Compassion is a measure of our appreciation of God's love.  I Jn 3:16-17  We know love by this, that 
He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.  But whoever has the 
world's goods, and beholds his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of 
God abide in him? 

9. Selfishness is the restrainer of compassion.  2 Cor 6:11-12  Our mouth has spoken freely to you, O 
Corinthians, our heart is opened wide.  You are not restrained by us, but you are restrained in your own 
affections. 

10. The more selfless we become, the more our compassion will grow for others.  Phil 2:1-4 
A. If therefore there is any encouragement in Christ, 
B. if there is any consolation of love, 
C. if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, 
D. if any affection and compassion (oiktirmos = compassion leaning more toward the action), 
Then, 
A. make my joy complete by being of the same mind, 
B. maintaining the same love, 
C. united in spirit, 
D. intent on one purpose.  Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let 

each of you regard one another as more important than himself; do not merely look out for your 
own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. 

11. As we grow in our relationship with the Lord, selfishness decreases and interpersonal 
relationships increase.  2 Cor 7:14-15  For if in anything I have boasted to him about you, I was not put 
to shame; but as we spoke all things to you in truth, so also our boasting before Titus proved to be the 
truth.  And his affection abounds all the more toward you, as he remembers the obedience of you all, how 
you received him with fear and trembling. 
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12. Part of being conformed to the image of Jesus Christ is an increase in our compassion for others.  
Phil 1:6-8  For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until 
the day of Christ Jesus.  For it is only right for me to feel this way about you all, because I have you in my 
heart, since both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, you all are 
partakers of grace with me.  For God is my witness, how I long for you all with the affection of Christ 
Jesus. 

 
The Cost of Discipleship  Matt 10:24-11:1 
 
What makes a man a disciple is neither his intellectual acceptance of certain ideas, nor his conformity to 
a certain rule, but his possession of a certain Spirit, and his participation in a certain Life. 
 
1. The Disciple's Position  Matt 10:24-25 
2. The Disciple's Hope  Matt 10:26-31 
3. The Disciple's Choice  Matt 10:32-33 
4. The Disciple's Battle  Matt 10:34-36 
5. The Disciple's Worthiness  Matt 10:37-39 
6. The Disciple's Rewards  Matt 10:40-42 
 
1. The Disciple's Position  Matt 10:24-25 
 
Matt 10:24 = The Disciple's Position 
 
"A disciple (MATH8T8S = found only in the Gospels and Acts; a student or adherent who imitates their teacher) 
is not above (HUPER = over, above-in position of authority) his teacher (DIDASKALON), nor a slave 
(DOULOS) above his master (KURIOS). 
 
Matt 10:25 = That Position Will Be Opposed 
 
"It is enough (ARKETOS = enough in the sense of strength) for the disciple that he become as (HWS) his 
teacher, and the slave as his master. If they have called the head of the house Beelzebul (and they have), 
how much more the members of his household! 
 
Summary: 
1. The Lord states a proverb to introduce the principles of discipleship.  (Disciple:  learn, do, be 

changed) 
2. When a person seeks to learn from another, a position of respect is due the teacher. 
3. The student does not know more than the teacher in the area in which the student is seeking 

information. 
4. A disciple is more than an information gatherer in that he is becoming an adherent to what is 

being taught. 
5. A bondslave has chosen to serve a particular master because of the greatness of the master. 
6. Jesus uses the bondslave analogy to show that you have to choose your teachers. 
7. As a disciple, one is to learn God's word in order to do it.  John 7:17 
8. A true disciple will become similar to his teacher.  (not just giving information but teaching a way 

of life) 
9. The disciple's objective is to become like his master. 
10. Is Jesus our Master? 
11. When we are told to "go and make disciples" (Matt 28:19), we need to be in the process of 

transformation ourselves. 
12. We are not to seek to be the "masters," but to point people to "The Master." 
13. That is "enough" for us. 
14. Being a disciple today is "enough" for us.  Matt 6:34  "Therefore do not be anxious for tomorrow; for 

tomorrow will care for itself. {Each} day has enough trouble of its own. 
15. "Enough" lost time has already been logged. 1 Pet 4:3  For the time already past is sufficient {for you} 

to have carried out the desire of the Gentiles, having pursued a course of sensuality, lusts, drunkenness, 
carousals, drinking parties and abominable idolatries.  

16. Our relationship with "The Master" will make us objects of slander and ridicule. 
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1. The Disciple's Position  Matt 10:24-25 
2. The Disciple's Hope  Matt 10:26-31 
 
Matt 10:26 = The Disciple's Hope 
 
"Therefore do not fear them (M8 + APS PHOBEW = may you not fear; not the command here; those who 
attack), for there is nothing covered (PF PS PTC KALUPTW) that will not be revealed (FPI APOKALUPTW), 
and hidden (KRUPTOS) that will not be known (FPI GINWSKW). 
 
Matt 10:27 = The Disciple's Boldness 
 
"What I tell you in the darkness, speak (AAIMP LEGW) in the light; and what you hear whispered in your 
ear, proclaim (AAIMP K8RUSSW) upon the housetops. 
 
Matt 10:28 = The Disciple's Fear 
 
"And do not fear (M8 + PMIMP PHOBEW = command) those who kill the body, but are unable to kill the 
soul; but rather fear (PMIMP PHOBEW) Him who is able to destroy (AAINF APOLLUMI) both soul and body 
in hell (GEHENNA). 
 
Summary: 
1. This is not warning against a destruction of your soul if you do not do it. 
2. It is telling us to have respect for the one with real power. 
3. The opposition's power cannot match the power of our Master. 
4. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 
 
Matt 10:29 = The Disciple's Value-A Fortiori 
 
"Are not two sparrows sold for a cent (1/16th of a Denarius/day's wage)? And yet not one of them will fall to 
the ground apart from your Father. 
 
Summary: 
1. Sparrows were food for the very poor. 
2. God knows and cares about the "least valuable" of creatures. 
 
Matt 10:30 = Continued 
 
"But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 
 
Comment:  God knows the tiniest details of each of us. 
 
Matt 10:31 = Continued 
 
"Therefore (OUN) do not fear (M8 + PMIMP PHOBEW); you are of more value than many sparrows. 
 
Summary: 
1. If God cares about sparrows, He cares about you. 
2. The Lord does not want us to fear those who oppose Him. 
3. One day, all evil will be exposed. 
4. For now, proclaim the greatness of the Master. 
5. Focus on the One with the real power, not the ones who want it. 
6. Under His directive, we are to take the good news to those who are in danger of losing their body 

and soul in hell. 
7. We should fear a lack of love more than anything else.  Heb 4:1 
8. Rest in the fact that if God doesn't forget the common and nonessential parts of His creation, then 

He won't forget you. 
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1. The Disciple's Position  Matt 10:24-25 
2. The Disciple's Hope  Matt 10:26-31 
3. The Disciple's Choice  Matt 10:32-33 
 
Matt 10:32 = The Disciple's Evaluation–Positive 
 
"Everyone (ALL) therefore who shall confess (FAI HOMOLOGEW) Me before (EMPROSTHEN = usually a 
legal setting)  men, I will also confess (FAI HOMOLOGEW) him before My Father who is in heaven. 
 
Matt 10:33 = The Disciple's Evaluation–Negative 
 
"But whoever shall deny (AMS ARNEOMAI = deny; to declare that one does not know or have dealings with) 
Me before men, I will also deny (FMI ARNEOMAI) him before My Father who is in heaven. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus again tells His disciples about His relationship with God. 
2. As disciples we are witnesses of Christ. 
3. Our Master is going to report to His Master about His disciples. 
4. Those who take advantage of the opportunities to proclaim their Master will be rewarded by being 

made known to the Creator. 
5. It's not that the Father didn't already know us, but that Jesus and the Father are sharing the joy. 
6. When we deny the Lord, there is no joy about us for the Father and Son to share. 
7. For the unbeliever, denying the Lord involves missing out on heaven. 
8. For the believer, denying the Lord involves missing out on fellowship and rewards. 
 
Denial of the Lord: 
1. Involves denying that Jesus is the Son of God and the Messiah.  I Jn 2:22-23  Who is the liar but the 

one who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, the one who denies the Father and the 
Son.  Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father; the one who confesses the Son has the Father 
also. 

2. Can involve not providing for one's own household when the means could be available.  1 Tim 5:8  
But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the 
faith, and is worse than an unbeliever. 

3. Can involve denying the power of godliness.  2 Tim 3:1-5  But realize this, that in the last days difficult 
times will come.  For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to 
parents, ungrateful, unholy, unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters 
of good, treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God; holding to a form 
of godliness, although they have denied its power; and avoid such men as these. 

4. Can involve denial of His redemptive work.  2 Pet 2:1  But false prophets also arose among the 
people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive 
heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves. 

5. Can involve deceit, legalism, love of money, and lack of love.  Titus 1:10-16  For there are many 
rebellious men, empty talkers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision, who must be silenced 
because they are upsetting whole families, teaching things they should not teach, for the sake of sordid 
gain.  One of themselves, a prophet of their own, said, "Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy 
gluttons."  This testimony is true. For this cause reprove them severely that they may be sound in the 
faith, not paying attention to Jewish myths and commandments of men who turn away from the truth.  To 
the pure, all things are pure; but to those who are defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both their 
mind and their conscience are defiled.  They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him, 
being detestable and disobedient, and worthless for any good deed. 

6. Can involve the abuse of grace.  Jude 1:4  For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who 
were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God 
into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 

7. Means that we are not denying ourselves.  Luke 9:23  And He was saying to them all, "If anyone 
wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. 

8. Involves fixing our eyes on worldly things and not on His return.  Titus 2:11-13  For the grace of 
God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires 
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and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and the 
appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus; 

9. Involves choosing pleasure over righteousness.  Heb 11:24-25  By faith Moses, when he had grown 
up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the 
people of God, than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin; 

10. Is not an unpardonable sin.  Matt 26:69-75  Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard, and a 
certain servant-girl came to him and said, "You too were with Jesus the Galilean."  But he denied it before 
them all, saying, "I do not know what you are talking about."  And when he had gone out to the gateway, 
another servant-girl saw him and said to those who were there, "This man was with Jesus of Nazareth."  
And again he denied it with an oath, "I do not know the man."  And a little later the bystanders came up 
and said to Peter, "Surely you too are one of them; for the way you talk gives you away."  Then he began 
to curse and swear, "I do not know the man!" And immediately a cock crowed.  And Peter remembered 
the word which Jesus had said, "Before a cock crows, you will deny Me three times." And he went out and 
wept bitterly. 

11. But is costly in that we may miss certain eternal rewards.  2 Tim 2:12-13  If we endure, we shall also 
reign with Him; if we deny Him, He also will deny us;  If we are faithless, He remains faithful; for He 
cannot deny himself. 

12. Is still solved by the Gospel, either for initial salvation or return to fellowship.  Acts 3:13-15  "The 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified His servant Jesus, the one whom 
you delivered up, and disowned in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release Him.  "But you 
disowned the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, but put to death 
the Prince of life, the one whom God raised from the dead, a fact to which we are witnesses. 

13. Is a matter of choice. 
A. The Lord remembers individuals who do not deny Him even when most of the church 

does.  Rev 2:12-13  "And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: The One who has the 
sharp two-edged sword says this: 'I know where you dwell, where Satan's throne is; and you hold 
fast My name, and did not deny My faith, even in the days of Antipas, My witness, My faithful one, 
who was killed among you, where Satan dwells. 

B. The Lord opens doors to those who do not deny Him.  Rev 3:7-8  "And to the angel of the 
church in Philadelphia write: He who is holy, who is true, who has the key of David, who opens 
and no one will shut, and who shuts and no one opens, says this: 'I know your deeds. Behold, I 
have put before you an open door which no one can shut, because you have a little power, and 
have kept My word, and have not denied My name. 

C. Some will realize that they cannot deny that the Lord is at work through you.  Acts 4:13-20  
Now as they observed the confidence of Peter and John, and understood that they were 
uneducated and untrained men, they were marveling, and began to recognize them as having 
been with Jesus.  And seeing the man who had been healed standing with them, they had 
nothing to say in reply.  But when they had ordered them to go aside out of the Council, they 
began to confer with one another, saying, "What shall we do with these men? For the fact that a 
noteworthy miracle has taken place through them is apparent to all who live in Jerusalem, and we 
cannot deny it.  "But in order that it may not spread any further among the people, let us warn 
them to speak no more to any man in this name."  And when they had summoned them, they 
commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus.  But Peter and John 
answered and said to them, "Whether it is right in the sight of God to give heed to you rather than 
to God, you be the judge; for we cannot stop speaking what we have seen and heard." 

 
1. The Disciple's Position  Matt 10:24-25 
2. The Disciple's Hope  Matt 10:26-31 
3. The Disciple's Choice  Matt 10:32-33 
4. The Disciple's Battle  Matt 10:34-36 
 
Matt 10:34 = The Disciple's Message 
 
"Do not think (M8 + AAS NOMIDZW = may you not think) that I came to bring (Lit: that I came to cast) peace 
(EIR8N8) on the earth; I did not come to bring peace, but a sword (MACHAIRA). 
 
Summary: 
1. No sword can sever us from Christ.  Rom 8:35  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 

tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
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2. The Holy Spirit's sword is the Word of God.  Eph 6:17  And take the helmet of salvation, and the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

3. The Word of God is sharper than any sword.  Heb 4:12  For the word of God is living and active and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and 
marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 

 
Matt 10:35 = The Message Will Be a Hot Topic 
 
"For I came to set (AAINF DIXADZW = only use of this word in NT., to divide in two, set at variance) a man 
against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 
 
Matt 10:36 = Some Dear Ones Will Not Accept It 
 
and a man's enemies will be the members of his household. 
 
Summary: 
1. This is part of the prophetic identification of Messiah.  Micah 7:1-6  Woe is me! For I am like the fruit 

pickers and the grape gatherers. There is not a cluster of grapes to eat, or a first-ripe fig which I crave.  
The godly person has perished from the land, and there is no upright person among men. All of them lie 
in wait for bloodshed; each of them hunts the other with a net.  Concerning evil, both hands do it well. The 
prince asks, also the judge, for a bribe, and a great man speaks the desire of his soul; so they weave it 
together.  The best of them is like a briar, the most upright like a thorn hedge. The day when you post a 
watchman, your punishment will come. Then their confusion will occur.  Do not trust in a neighbor; do not 
have confidence in a friend. From her who lies in your bosom guard your lips.  For son treats father 
contemptuously, daughter rises up against her mother, daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; a 
man's enemies are the men of his own household. 

2. This was not the Lord's directive will, but a prophetic proclamation. 
3. Disciples will have to function in the midst of a hostile environment. 
4. The external storm will not be calmed for any great period of time until the Second Advent, so He 

will calm us in the midst of the storm. 
5. The hostile environment may even include one's closest family. 
6. The issue is the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
7. If our conformity to the image of Jesus Christ causes a stumbling block to others, then we must 

accept it and continue to serve Him. 
8. If people reject the message we bring, let them also have to reject the love that it is wrapped in. 
 
1. The Disciple's Position  Matt 10:24-25 
2. The Disciple's Hope  Matt 10:26-31 
3. The Disciple's Choice  Matt 10:32-33 
4. The Disciple's Battle  Matt 10:34-36 
5. The Disciple's Worthiness  Matt 10:37-39 
 
Matt 10:37 = The Disciple's Relational Worthiness 
 
"He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy (AXIOS = of weight, value, worth) of Me; and he 
who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy (AXIOS) of Me. 
 
Comment:  Rabinnic parallels place the Master above the father, but personal interests stand above 

allegiance to the master 
 
Matt 10:38 = The Disciple's Functional Worthiness 
 
"And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy (AXIOS) of Me. 
 
Summary: 
1. So much for the prosperity gospel. 
2. This is two years before the cross. 
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Carrying the Cross: 
1. Places our relationship with the Lord at the front of our life. 
2. Accepts personal burdens.  (Don't spend your life trying to remove your burdens, but instead letting the 

Lord deal with them) 
3. As a substitute for others.  (Carry the burdens of others) 
4. Suffers innocently.  (For the cause of Christ) 
5. Follows the pattern of Christ.  (Our course; 2 Tim 4:6-8) 
6. It is a necessary part of the resurrection.  One must die in order to be raised. 
 
Matt 10:39 = To Become Worthy 
 
"He who has found his life shall lose it, and he who has lost his life for My sake shall find it. 
 
Summary: 
1. To take up your cross you must be willing to lose your present life. 
2. This means to give up our quest for Fame, Fortune, Power and Pleasure. 
3. "Life" has the sense of quality, not just existence. 
4. Christ's Worthiness: 

A. Christ was not "worthy" of death.  Luke 23:13-15  And Pilate summoned the chief priests and 
the rulers and the people, and said to them, "You brought this man to me as one who incites the 
people to rebellion, and behold, having examined Him before you, I have found no guilt in this 
man regarding the charges which you make against Him.  "No, nor has Herod, for he sent Him 
back to us; and behold, nothing deserving death has been done by Him. 

B. The Lord is worthy of glory, honor and power.  Rev 4:11  "Worthy art Thou, our Lord and our 
God, to receive glory and honor and power; for Thou didst create all things, and because of Thy 
will they existed, and were created." 

C. Only the Lamb is worthy to commence judgment on sinful mankind.  Rev 5:2  And I saw a 
strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, "Who is worthy to open the book and to break its 
seals?" 

D. One day people unrepentant people will get what they deserve.  Rev 16:5-6  And I heard the 
angel of the waters saying, "Righteous art Thou, who art and who wast, O Holy One, because 
Thou didst judge these things; for they poured out the blood of saints and prophets, and Thou 
hast given them blood to drink. They deserve it." 

E. Enlarged faith and greater love is worthy of thanks to God.  2 Thes 1:3-4  We ought always 
to give thanks to God for you, brethren, as is only fitting, because your faith is greatly enlarged, 
and the love of each one of you toward one another grows ever greater; therefore, we ourselves 
speak proudly of you among the churches of God for your perseverance and faith in the midst of 
all your persecutions and afflictions which you endure. 

5. Our Worthiness: 
A. Those who practice sin are worthy of death.  Rom 1:28-32  And just as they did not see fit to 

acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a depraved mind, to do those things which 
are not proper, being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, 
strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, 
inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, 
unmerciful; and, although they know the ordinance of God, that those who practice such things 
are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to those who 
practice them. 

B. We are worthy of death.  Luke 23:39-43  And one of the criminals who were hanged there was 
hurling abuse at Him, saying, "Are You not the Christ? Save Yourself and us!"  But the other 
answered, and rebuking him said, "Do you not even fear God, since you are under the same 
sentence of condemnation?  "And we indeed justly, for we are receiving what we deserve for our 
deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong."  And he was saying, "Jesus, remember me when 
You come in Your kingdom!"  And He said to him, "Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me 
in Paradise." 

C. One who rejects God's word about Jesus Christ has judged himself unworthy of eternal 
life.  Acts 13:46  And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and said, "It was necessary that the 
word of God should be spoken to you first; since you repudiate it, and judge yourselves unworthy 
of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles. 
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D. From man's perspective, we are "worthy" based on our good works, but true worthiness is 
based on true humility.  Luke 7:2-10  And a certain centurion's slave, who was highly regarded 
by him, was sick and about to die.  And when he heard about Jesus, he sent some Jewish elders 
asking Him to come and save the life of his slave.  And when they had come to Jesus, they 
earnestly entreated Him, saying, "He is worthy for You to grant this to him; for he loves our 
nation, and it was he who built us our synagogue."  Now Jesus started on His way with them; and 
when He was already not far from the house, the centurion sent friends, saying to Him, "Lord, do 
not trouble Yourself further, for I am not worthy for You to come under my roof; for this reason I 
did not even consider myself worthy to come to You, but just say the word, and my servant will be 
healed.  "For I, too, am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to this one, 'Go!' 
and he goes; and to another, 'Come!' and he comes; and to my slave, 'Do this!' and he does it."  
Now when Jesus heard this, He marveled at him, and turned and said to the multitude that was 
following Him, "I say to you, not even in Israel have I found such great faith."  And when those 
who had been sent returned to the house, they found the slave in good health. 

E. Realization of our lack of worthiness is important to fellowship with the Father.  Luke 
15:19-24  I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me as one of your hired men."'  
"And he got up and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him, 
and felt compassion for him, and ran and embraced him, and kissed him.  "And the son said to 
him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight; I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son.'  "But the father said to his slaves, 'Quickly bring out the best robe and put it on him, 
and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet; and bring the fattened calf, kill it, and let us 
eat and be merry; for this son of mine was dead, and has come to life again; he was lost, and has 
been found.' And they began to be merry. 

F. We are not worthy to have even the most humble position of service to our Lord.  John 
1:26-27  John answered them saying, "I baptize in water, but among you stands One whom you 
do not know.  "It is He who comes after me, the thong of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie." 

G. Our worthiness to Christ is directly related to our willingness to accept His invitation.  Matt 
22:2-15  "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king, who gave a wedding feast for his 
son.  "And he sent out his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding feast, and 
they were unwilling to come.  "Again he sent out other slaves saying, 'Tell those who have been 
invited, "Behold, I have prepared my dinner; my oxen and my fattened livestock are all butchered 
and everything is ready; come to the wedding feast."'  "But they paid no attention and went their 
way, one to his own farm, another to his business, and the rest seized his slaves and mistreated 
them and killed them.  "But the king was enraged and sent his armies, and destroyed those 
murderers, and set their city on fire.  "Then he said to his slaves, 'The wedding is ready, but those 
who were invited were not worthy.  'Go therefore to the main highways, and as many as you find 
there, invite to the wedding feast.'  "And those slaves went out into the streets, and gathered 
together all they found, both evil and good; and the wedding hall was filled with dinner guests.  
"But when the king came in to look over the dinner guests, he saw there a man not dressed in 
wedding clothes, and he said to him, 'Friend, how did you come in here without wedding clothes?' 
And he was speechless.  "Then the king said to the servants, 'Bind him hand and foot, and cast 
him into the outer darkness; in that place there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'  "For 
many are called, but few are chosen."  Then the Pharisees went and counseled together how 
they might trap Him in what He said. 

H. We need to consider grace to be worthy of full acceptance.  1 Tim 1:15-16  It is a trustworthy 
statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, 
among whom I am foremost of all.  And yet for this reason I found mercy, in order that in me as 
the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience, as an example for those who 
would believe in Him for eternal life. 

I. We need to consider the importance of godliness to be worthy of full acceptance.  1 Tim 
4:7-9  But have nothing to do with worldly fables fit only for old women. On the other hand, 
discipline yourself for the purpose of godliness; for bodily discipline is only of little profit, but 
godliness is profitable for all things, since it holds promise for the present life and also for the life 
to come.  It is a trustworthy statement deserving full acceptance. 

6. Worthy of our Calling: 
A. When we turn to Christ, fruit should be produced.  Matt 3:7-8  But when he saw many of the 

Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, "You brood of vipers, who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  "Therefore bring forth fruit in keeping with 
repentance; 
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B. After we are saved the issue is to become worthy of our calling.  2 Thes 1:11-12  To this end 
also we pray for you always that our God may count you worthy of your calling, and fulfill every 
desire for goodness and the work of faith with power; in order that the name of our Lord Jesus 
may be glorified in you, and you in Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

C. Believers who abuse grace are worthy of severe discipline.  Heb 10:28-29  Anyone who has 
set aside the Law of Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.  How 
much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of 
God, and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has 
insulted the Spirit of grace? 

D. Sins of ignorance do not receive what they are worthy of receiving.  Luke 12:47-48  "And 
that slave who knew his master's will and did not get ready or act in accord with his will, shall 
receive many lashes, but the one who did not know it, and committed deeds worthy of a flogging, 
will receive but few. And from everyone who has been given much shall much be required; and to 
whom they entrusted much, of him they will ask all the more. 

E. The worthy walk seeks unity of the Spirit.  Eph 4:1-3  I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, 
entreat you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called, with all 
humility and gentleness, with patience, showing forbearance to one another in love, being diligent 
to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

F. The worthy walk loves the Lord Jesus Christ more than anyone else.  Matt 10:37  "He who 
loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more 
than Me is not worthy of Me. 

G. The worthy walk accepts the trials of life.  Matt 10:38  "And he who does not take his cross 
and follow after Me is not worthy (AXIOS) of Me. 

H. The worthy walk seeks to please the Lord in every way.  Col 1:9-12  For this reason also, 
since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled 
with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you may walk in a 
manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and 
increasing in the knowledge of God; strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, 
for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously giving thanks to the Father, who has 
qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 

I. The worthy walk involves character of action.  1Thes 2:10-12  You are witnesses, and so is 
God, how devoutly and uprightly and blamelessly we behaved toward you believers; just as you 
know how we were exhorting and encouraging and imploring each one of you as a father would 
his own children, so that you may walk in a manner worthy of the God who calls you into His own 
kingdom and glory. 

J. Worthy conduct seeks to spread the gospel.  Phil 1:27-28  Only conduct yourselves in a 
manner worthy of the gospel of Christ; so that whether I come and see you or remain absent, I 
may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the 
faith of the gospel; in no way alarmed by your opponents-- which is a sign of destruction for them, 
but of salvation for you, and that too, from God. 

K. Worthy conduct assists the Lord's servants.  Rom 16:1-2  I commend to you our sister 
Phoebe, who is a servant of the church which is at Cenchrea; that you receive her in the Lord in a 
manner worthy of the saints, and that you help her in whatever matter she may have need of you; 
for she herself has also been a helper of many, and of myself as well.  3 Jn 1:5-6  Beloved, you 
are acting faithfully in whatever you accomplish for the brethren, and especially when they are 
strangers; and they bear witness to your love before the church; and you will do well to send them 
on their way in a manner worthy of God. 

L. Worthy conduct honors what is owed to others.  1 Tim 5:18  For the Scripture says, "You 
shall not muzzle the ox while he is threshing," and "The laborer is worthy of his wages." 

M. Worthy conduct honors authorities.  1 Tim 6:1  Let all who are under the yoke as slaves 
regard their own masters as worthy of all honor so that the name of God and our doctrine may not 
be spoken against. 

N. The world is not worthy of those who walk in a manner worthy of their calling.  Heb 11:37-
40  They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were put to death with the 
sword; they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, ill-treated (men of 
whom the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains and caves and holes in the 
ground.  And all these, having gained approval through their faith, did not receive what was 
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promised, because God had provided something better for us, so that apart from us they should 
not be made perfect. 

O. The worthy walk is worthy of a special relationship with the Lord.  Rev 3:4  'But you have a 
few people in Sardis who have not soiled their garments; and they will walk with Me in white; for 
they are worthy.  (Had reputation of being alive but they were really dead.  This group was really 
alive) 

P. No present suffering is worthy to be compared with the blessings of eternal life.  Rom 8:18  
For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory 
that is to be revealed to us. 

 
1. The Disciple's Position  Matt 10:24-25 
2. The Disciple's Hope  Matt 10:26-31 
3. The Disciple's Choice  Matt 10:32-33 
4. The Disciple's Battle  Matt 10:34-36 
5. The Disciple's Worthiness  Matt 10:37-39 
6. The Disciple's Rewards  Matt 10:40-42 
 
Matt 10:40 = The Disciple's Ambassadorship 
 
"He who receives you (a disciple) receives Me (Jesus), and he who receives Me receives Him (the Father) 
who sent Me. 
 
Summary: 
1. Rejoice that a divine relationship is being established. 
2. It is not based on who we are but on who God is. 
3. If we are a disciple of Christ, we will carry His message as an ambassador. 
 
Matt 10:41 = The Disciple's Hospitality 
 
"He who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's reward; and he who 
receives a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man's reward. 
 
Summary: 
1. In the Lord's economy, the service is the issue, not the position. 
2. In Christianity, we should all be mutual friends. 
3. These relationships will produce rewards. 
4. If we are a disciple of Christ we will practice hospitality. 
5. Hospitality is part of a love without hypocrisy.  Rom 12:13  contributing to the needs of the saints, 

practicing hospitality. 
6. Hospitality is a requirement for an overseer.  1 Tim 3:2  An overseer, then, must be above reproach, 

the husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 
7. Hospitality is the Mark of a mature woman.  1 Tim 5:9-10  Let a widow be put on the list only if she is 

not less than sixty years old, having been the wife of one man, having a reputation for good works; and if 
she has brought up children, if she has shown hospitality to strangers, if she has washed the saints' feet, 
if she has assisted those in distress, and if she has devoted herself to every good work. 

8. Hospitality is to be without complaint.  1 Pet 4:8-10  Above all, keep fervent in your love for one 
another, because love covers a multitude of sins.  Be hospitable to one another without complaint.  As 
each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another, as good stewards of the manifold 
grace of God. 

9. Failure to show hospitality can let us miss some great blessings.  Heb 13:1-2  Let love of the 
brethren continue.  Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have entertained 
angels without knowing it. 

 
Matt 10:42 = The Disciple's Sensitivity 
 
"And whoever in the name of a disciple gives to one of these little ones even a cup of cold water to drink, 
truly I say to you he shall not lose his reward." 
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Summary: 
1. Humble service is guaranteed reward. 
2. The reward is a matter of God's gracious justice.  Heb 6:9-10  But, beloved, we are convinced of 

better things concerning you, and things that accompany salvation, though we are speaking in this way.  
For God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love which you have shown toward His name, in 
having ministered and in still ministering to the saints. 

3. The disciple of Christ is willing to show hospitality to other Believers whether they be one of high 
office (prophet), one of high character (righteous), or just another struggling one like me. 

4. God loves us to love one another. 
5. It is the greatest evangelistic tool given to man.  John 13:34-35 
 
Matt 11:1 = Time to Go 
 
And it came about that when Jesus had finished giving instructions to His twelve disciples, He departed 
from there to teach and preach in their cities. 
 
Summary: 
1. At some point in time, we must get into the mission field. 
2. At some point in time, we must walk in grace and faith. 
3. A growing love for God and thus one another is the greatest preparation for the mission field. 
4. Putting on the "Full Armor of God" gets us ready for the battle.  Eph 6:10-18 
5. Prayer sustains us in the battle. 
6. Faith lets us handle today. 
7. Hope gets us ready for tomorrow. 
8. Grace picks us up when we fall. 
9. Love keeps us following Christ. 
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Matt 14:1-13a; Mark 6:14-29; Luke 9:7-9 
John the Baptist is Martyred 

 
3. Jesus' Ministry Flowers:  Year Two  30-31 A.D. 

A. The Sermon on the Mount 
B. Parables 
C. Miracles 
D. The Twelve Sent Out 

1). Workers in the Harvest  Matt 9:35–10:16; 10:24–11:1; Mark 6:6b-13; Luke 9:1-6 
2). John the Baptist Is Martyred  Matt 14:1-13a; Mark 6:14-32; Luke 9:7-10 

 
John was taken into custody shortly after he baptized Jesus.  Matt 4:12  Now when He heard that John had 
been taken into custody, He withdrew into Galilee;  
 
Mark 6:14 = Public Opinion Polls 
 
And King (Herod Antipas was not "king" at this time, not until 44 A.D., but he wanted to be-a wannabe; -a legend 
in his own mind; Mark writes this sometime after he had actually became a king; he was a political chameleon all 
his life) Herod heard of it (Jesus' ministry), for His name had become well known; and people were saying, 
"John the Baptist has risen from the dead, and that is why these miraculous powers are at work in Him." 
 
Mark 6:15 = Other Opinions  (Matt 14:1-2, 12-13 & Luke 9:7-8) 
 
But others were saying, "He is Elijah." And others were saying, "He is a prophet, like one of the prophets 
of old." 
 
Matt 14:1-2  1 At that time Herod the tetrarch heard the news about Jesus, 2 and said to his servants, "This is 
John the Baptist; he has risen from the dead; and that is why miraculous powers are at work in him." 
Matt 14:12-13  12 And His disciples came and took away the body and buried it; and they went and reported to 
Jesus.  13  Now when Jesus heard it, He withdrew from there in a boat, to a lonely place by Himself; and when 
the multitudes heard of this, they followed Him on foot from the cities. 
Luke 9:7-8  7 Now Herod the tetrarch heard of all that was happening; and he was greatly perplexed, because it 
was said by some that John had risen from the dead, 8 and by some that Elijah had appeared, and by others, that 
one of the prophets of old had risen again. 
 
Summary: 
1. John had evidently been dead for awhile.  This probably occurred (based on this story's location 

within each Gospel) right after the 12 were sent out.  We do not know for how long they were gone.  
It must have been several weeks.   

2. John's disciples got his body after his death and then reported to Jesus.  Matt 14:12-13 
3. By comparing all the accounts, it appears that John's disciples and Jesus' disciples arrived about 

the same time. 
4. These opinions began among the people.  Luke 9:7-8   
5. Herod came to hold the opinion that Jesus was a resurrected John.  Matt 14:1-2   
6. Some people did not know of Jesus' roots in Nazareth and thus assumed Him to be a miraculous 

incarnation. 
7. These type of people make assumptions without getting facts. 
8. Others thought He was the one who would announce the arrival of Messiah.  Mal 3:1  "Behold, I am 

going to send My messenger, and he will clear the way before Me. And the Lord, whom you seek, will 
suddenly come to His temple; and the messenger of the covenant, in whom you delight, behold, He is 
coming," says the LORD of hosts.  Mal 4:5  "Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the 
coming of the great and terrible day of the LORD. 

9. This group failed to account for John's role and thus represent those who miss a fact. 
10. The third group relegated Him to the role of just another prophet, special but not great.  (prophets 

were not daily miracle workers) 
11. This group gathered the facts and misinterpreted them. 
12. Three types of error: 

A. Assumptions without facts. 



 175

B. Some but not all of the facts. 
C. Misinterpretation of the facts. 

 
Mark 6:16 = Herod's Panic  (Luke 9:9) 
 
But when Herod heard of it, he kept saying, "John, whom I beheaded, has risen!" 
 
Luke 9:9  And Herod said, "I myself had John beheaded; but who is this man about whom I hear such things?" 
And he kept trying to see Him. 
 
Summary: 
1. A position of power does not make one immune from mistakes. 
2. This mistaken assumption led to fear in Herod.  ("why" coming up) 
3. Assumptions without the correct facts lead to wrong conclusions. 
4. Herod was wanting to meet Jesus and see for himself if he was John-back from the dead. 
 
Mark 6:17 = Herod's Problems  (Matt 14:3) 
 
For Herod himself had sent and had John arrested and bound in prison on account of Herodias, the wife 
of his brother Philip, because he had married her. 
 
Matt 14:3  For when Herod had John arrested, he bound him, and put him in prison on account of Herodias, the 
wife of his brother Philip. 
 
Summary: 
1. Herodias was the daughter of Aristobolos, one of the sons of Herod the Great, so she was a niece 

of Herod Antipas.  (Josephus) 
2. In order to marry Herodias, Herod had to rid himself of the daughter of King Aretas IV of the 

Nabateans, whose kingdom was south and east of the Jordan River. 
3. It adjoined the area Jews passed through to avoid Samaritan territory. 
4. Herod had built for himself a sensitive political situation. 
5. A revolt by King Aretas IV could shut off the means for the Jews to bypass the Samaritan territory 

and thus they would have to pass through it which would cause unrest among the Jews. 
6. He viewed John as a political problem. 
 
Mark 6:18 = John's Honesty  (Matt 14:4) 
 
For John had been saying to Herod, "It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife." 
 
Matt 14:4  For John had been saying to him, "It is not lawful for you to have her." 
 
Summary: 
1. The Mosaic Law prohibited marriage to a brother's wife while the brother was still alive.  Lev 18:16 
2. Herod's sin became  a religious issue. 
3. Herod was a politician who played along with the Mosaic Law, even piously attending their Feasts. 
4. John was exposing Herod's hypocrisy. 
 
Mark 6:19 = Herodias' Desire 
 
And Herodias had a grudge (IPF AI ENECHW = to hold in or be  entangled as in a yoke of bondage;  Gal 6:1) 
against him and wanted to put him to death and could not do so; 
 
Summary: 
1. This is shades of Ahab, Jezebel and Elijah. 
2. Herodias had not openly called for John's death. 
3. Her hatred for John though consumed her thoughts. 
4. She too was playing politics. 
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Mark 6:20 = Herod's Fear  (Matt 14:5) 
 
for Herod was afraid (IPF MI PHOBEW) of John, knowing that he was a righteous (DIKAIOS) and holy 
(HAGIOS) man, and kept him safe (IPF AI SUNT8REW = to keep/guard with).  And when he heard him, he 
was very perplexed (IPF AI APOREW = without a way, at a loss, perplexed; a lack of understanding); but he 
used to enjoy listening to him (heard him with pleasure-HEDEOS). 
 
Matt 14:5  And although he wanted to put him to death, he feared the multitude, because they regarded him as a 
prophet. 
 
Summary: 
1. Herod's fear was grounded in his personal unrighteousness. 
2. Which is a normal reaction when unrighteousness is confronted with real righteousness and 

holiness. 
3. His delusions of grandeur over his position led him to treat John as a source of amusement. 
4. Herod would listen to John, but not understand him. 
5. Herod thrived on the power he had over John but was afraid of the power that he did not have 

over him. 
6. Herod also wanted to put John to death, but was afraid for both internal and external reasons. 

(Normal to want to kill what you fear) 
7. Herod was a bag of mixed emotions. 
 
Mark 6:21 = Herod's Political Birthday "Party" 
 
And a strategic day came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his lords and military 
commanders and the leading men of Galilee; 
 
Mark 6:22 = Herodias' Treachery–Herod's Stupidity  (Matt 14:6) 
 
and when the daughter of Herodias herself came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his dinner 
guests; and the king said to the girl, "Ask me for whatever you want and I will give it to you." 
 
Matt 14:6  But when Herod's birthday came, the daughter of Herodias danced before them and pleased Herod. 
 
Summary: 
1. Herodias' daughter's name was Salome.  (Josephus-12-14 yrs.) 
2. Obsessed politicians will use anyone to achieve their objectives. 
3. Although not mentioned, the dance was probably lewd in the tradition of the Persian monarchs.  

(Herod was a wannabe) 
4. Herod was trying to show off. 
 
Mark 6:23 = Herod Reinforces His Lack of Wisdom  (Matt 14:7) 
 
And he swore to her, "Whatever you ask of me, I will give it to you; up to half of my kingdom." 
 
Matt 14:7  Thereupon he promised with an oath to give her whatever she asked. 
 
Mark 6:24 = Motherly Advice  (Matt 14:8) 
 
And she went out and said to her mother, "What shall I ask for?" And she said, "The head of John the 
Baptist."  (Mummy Dearest) 
 
Matt 14:8  And having been prompted by her mother, she said, "Give me here on a platter the head of John the 
Baptist." 
 
Mark 6:25 = Her Mother's Wishes 
 
And immediately she came in haste before the king and asked, saying, "I want you to give me right away 
the head of John the Baptist on a platter." 
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Summary: 
1. This looks like a premeditated plan. 
2. Herod was a tetrarch, under the authority of Rome, and did not have the authority to give away 

"half of his kingdom." 
3. In reality, he had no kingdom, so this was an idle boast. 
4. Salome could have asked for almost anything, but instead just asked for the head of a political 

prisoner. 
 
Mark 6:26 = Trapped  (Matt 14:9) 
 
And although the king was very sorry (PERILUPOS = 3 contexts counting this one;  Matt 26:38 of Jesus in the 
Garden of Gethsemane; Luke 18:23 of the Rich Young Ruler being told to go and sell his possession…), yet 
because of his oaths (plural used because of the repetition) and because of his dinner guests, he was 
unwilling to refuse her. 
 
Matt 14:9  And although he was grieved, the king commanded it to be given because of his oaths, and because 
of his dinner guests. 
 
Summary: 
1. Herod was deeply grieved over his mistake.  (Sorry over having to kill John?  Not completely-for part of 

him wanted him dead.  Sorry that he had been embarrassed and outflanked) 
2. Yet, his own honesty and integrity were put to the test. 
3. To not fulfill a vow in front of his military would have damaging repercussions. 
4. Political opportunists will eventually get trapped.  (One may be so good as to slither out of every tight 

situation in time, but one day all will stand before the judge) 
5. What this actually displayed was that the king had no integrity. 
 
Mark 6:27 = The King's Integrity (?)  (Matt 14:10) 
 
And immediately the king sent an executioner and commanded him to bring back his head. And he went 
and had him beheaded in the prison, 
 
Matt 14:10  And he sent and had John beheaded in the prison. 
 
Mark 6:28 = The Vow Kept  (Matt 14:11) 
 
and brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl; and the girl gave it to her mother. 
 
Matt 14:11  And his head was brought on a platter and given to the girl; and she brought it to her mother. 
 
Summary: 
1. Weak men fear being thought of as weak. 
2. John, the last prophet of the Old Covenant (Matt 11:11-15), became the first martyr for Jesus 

Christ. 
3. Pointing out the sin(s) of leaders can bring their wrath. 
4. But the righteous and holy man does not fear them.  Mark 8:15  And He was giving orders to them, 

saying, "Watch out! Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod."  Luke 13:31-33  
Just at that time some Pharisees came up, saying to Him, "Go away and depart from here, for Herod 
wants to kill You."  And He said to them, "Go and tell that fox, 'Behold, I cast out demons and perform 
cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I reach My goal.'  "Nevertheless I must journey on today and 
tomorrow and the next day; for it cannot be that a prophet should perish outside of Jerusalem. 

5. Jesus had some disciples in Herod's house.  Luke 8:1-3  And it came about soon afterwards, that He 
began going about from one city and village to another, proclaiming and preaching the kingdom of God; 
and the twelve were with Him, and also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and sicknesses: 
Mary who was called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, and Joanna the wife of 
Chuza, Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many others who were contributing to their support out of 
their private means.  Acts 13:1  Now there were at Antioch, in the church that was there, prophets and 
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teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen who had 
been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 

6. But Herod became a serious enemy of Christians.  Acts 12:1-2  Now about that time Herod the king 
laid hands on some who belonged to the church, in order to mistreat them.  And he had James the 
brother of John put to death with a sword. 

7. One day Herod went too far.  Acts 12:20-23  Now he was very angry with the people of Tyre and Sidon; 
and with one accord they came to him, and having won over Blastus the king's chamberlain, they were 
asking for peace, because their country was fed by the king's country.  And on an appointed day Herod, 
having put on his royal apparel, took his seat on the rostrum and began delivering an address to them.  
And the people kept crying out, "The voice of a god and not of a man!"  And immediately an angel of the 
Lord struck him because he did not give God the glory, and he was eaten by worms and died. 

 
Mark 6:29 = John's Disciples 
 
And when his disciples heard about this, they came and took away his body and laid it in a tomb. 
 
Matt 14:12  And his disciples came and took away the body and buried it; and they went and reported to Jesus. 
 
Summary: 
1. John's disciples told Jesus what had happened. 
2. John's disciples probably arrived about the time the apostles returned from their mission trip. 
 
Mark 6:30 = The Report from the Twelve 
 
And the apostles gathered together with Jesus; and they reported to Him all that they had done and 
taught. 
 
Mark 6:31 = Take Some Rest 
 
And He said to them, "Come away by yourselves to a lonely place and rest a while." (For there were many 
people coming and going, and they did not even have time to eat.) 
 
Mark 6:32 = Seek Solitude 
 
And they went away in the boat to a lonely place by themselves. 
 
Matt 14:13  Now when Jesus heard it (about John), He withdrew from there in a boat, to a lonely place by 
Himself; and when the multitudes heard of this, they followed Him on foot from the cities. 
Luke 9:10  And when the apostles returned, they gave an account to Him of all that they had done. And taking 
them with Him, He withdrew by Himself to a city called Bethsaida. 
 
Summary: 
1. Ministry involves receiving both good news and bad news. 
2. A time of rest is needed from time to time. 
 
John the Baptist 
1. John was born to Zacharias and Elizabeth in the priestly line.  Luke 1:13  But the angel said to him, 

"Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your petition has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a 
son, and you will give him the name John.  

2. Zacharias was given instructions from God through the angel Gabriel about his son.  Luke 1:14-17  
"And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth.  "For he will be great in the sight of 
the Lord, and he will drink no wine or liquor; and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, while yet in his 
mother's womb.  "And he will turn back many of the sons of Israel to the Lord their God.  "And it is he who 
will go as a forerunner before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers back to 
the children, and the disobedient to the attitude of the righteous; so as to make ready a people prepared 
for the Lord." 

3. The Lord called John to go and preach.  Luke 3:1-3  Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius 
Caesar, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother 
Philip was tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene, in the 
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high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John, the son of Zacharias, in the 
wilderness.  And he came into all the district around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins; 

4. John's message was simple-Messiah is coming.  Luke 3:15-16  Now while the people were in a state 
of expectation and all were wondering in their hearts about John, as to whether he might be the Christ, 
John answered and said to them all, "As for me, I baptize you with water; but One is coming who is 
mightier than I, and I am not fit to untie the thong of His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and fire. 

5. John carried the light of Christ.  John 1:6-9  There came a man, sent from God, whose name was 
John.  He came for a witness, that he might bear witness of the light, that all might believe through him.  
He was not the light, but came that he might bear witness of the light.  There was the true light which, 
coming into the world, enlightens every man. 

6. John knew his position in life.  John 1:15  John bore witness of Him, and cried out, saying, "This was 
He of whom I said, 'He who comes after me has a higher rank than I, for He existed before me.'" 

7. John did not waver in his message.  John 1:19-20  And this is the witness of John, when the Jews 
sent to him priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are you?"  And he confessed, and did 
not deny, and he confessed, "I am not the Christ." 

8. John knew his unworthiness to be in the Lord's presence.  John 1:26-28  John answered them 
saying, "I baptize in water, but among you stands One whom you do not know.  "It is He who comes after 
me, the thong of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie."  These things took place in Bethany beyond the 
Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

9. John received the honor of baptizing Jesus.  Matt 3:13  Then Jesus arrived from Galilee at the Jordan 
{coming} to John, to be baptized by him. 

10. John accepted his role in God's plan.  John 3:28-30  "You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, 'I 
am not the Christ,' but, 'I have been sent before Him.'  "He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the 
friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom's voice. 
And so this joy of mine has been made full.  "He must increase, but I must decrease. 

11. John was a witness of Christ.  John 5:33  "You have sent to John, and he has borne witness to the 
truth. 

12. Shortly after he baptized Jesus he was taken into custody by Herod.  Matt 4:12  Now when He 
heard that John had been taken into custody, He withdrew into Galilee;   

13. Some of John's disciples missed the point.  Matt 9:14  Then the disciples of John came to Him, 
saying, "Why do we and the Pharisees fast, but Your disciples do not fast?"   

14. John tried to "hand off" his disciples to the Lord.  Matt 11:2  Now when John in prison heard of the 
works of Christ, he sent {word} by his disciples,   

15. Jesus testified to John's greatness.  Matt 11:7-19  7  And as these were going away, Jesus began to 
speak to the multitudes about John, "What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken 
by the wind?  8  "But what did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who 
wear soft clothing are in kings' palaces.  9  "But why did you go out? To see a prophet? Yes, I say to you, 
and one who is more than a prophet.  10  "This is the one about whom it is written, 'Behold, I send My 
messenger before Your face, who will prepare your way before you.'  11  "Truly, I say to you, among 
those born of women there has not arisen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet he who is least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than he.  12  "And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom 
of heaven suffers violence, and violent men take it by force.  13  "For all the prophets and the Law 
prophesied until John.  14  "And if you care to accept it, he himself is Elijah, who was to come.  15  "He 
who has ears to hear, let him hear.  16  "But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like children 
sitting in the market places, who call out to the other children,  17  and say, 'We played the flute for you, 
and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.'  18  "For John came neither eating nor 
drinking, and they say, 'He has a demon!'  19  "The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 
'Behold, a gluttonous man and a drunkard, a friend of tax-gatherers and sinners!' Yet wisdom is 
vindicated by her deeds." 

16. Some thought that Jesus was John resurrected.  Matt 14:2  and said to his servants, "This is John the 
Baptist; he has risen from the dead; and that is why miraculous powers are at work in him." 

17. But Jesus was Jesus and man had better get that right.  Matt 16:13-16  Now when Jesus came into 
the district of Caesarea Philippi, He began asking His disciples, saying, "Who do people say that the Son 
of Man is?"  And they said, "Some say John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; but still others, Jeremiah, or 
one of the prophets."  He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?"  And Simon Peter answered and 
said, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God." 
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18. It took time even for the Lord's disciples to understand John's role.  Matt 17:10-13  And His 
disciples asked Him, saying, "Why then do the scribes say that Elijah must come first?"  And He 
answered and said, "Elijah is coming and will restore all things; but I say to you, that Elijah already came, 
and they did not recognize him, but did to him whatever they wished. So also the Son of Man is going to 
suffer at their hands."  Then the disciples understood that He had spoken to them about John the Baptist. 

19. John impacted his nation.  Matt 21:23-26  And when He had come into the temple, the chief priests and 
the elders of the people came to Him as He was teaching, and said, "By what authority are You doing 
these things, and who gave You this authority?"  And Jesus answered and said to them, "I will ask you 
one thing too, which if you tell Me, I will also tell you by what authority I do these things.  "The baptism of 
John was from what source, from heaven or from men?" And they began reasoning among themselves, 
saying, "If we say, 'From heaven,' He will say to us, 'Then why did you not believe him?'  "But if we say, 
'From men,' we fear the multitude; for they all hold John to be a prophet." 

20. Jesus remembers where His earthly ministry began and His relationship to John.  John 10:40-42  
And He went away again beyond the Jordan to the place where John was first baptizing, and He was 
staying there.  And many came to Him and were saying, "While John performed no sign, yet everything 
John said about this man was true."  And many believed in Him there. 
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Matt 14:13b-23; Mark 6:30-46; Luke 9:10-17; John 6:1-15 
Feeding of the Five Thousand 

 
3. Jesus' Ministry Flowers:  Year Two  30-31 A.D. 

A. The Sermon on the Mount 
B. Parables 
C. Miracles 
D. The Twelve Sent Out 

1). Workers in the Harvest  Matt 9:35–10:16; 10:24–11:1; Mark 6:6b-13; Luke 9:1-6 
2). John the Baptist Is Martyred  Matt 14:1-13a; Mark 6:14-32; Luke 9:7-10 
3). Feeding of the Five Thousand  Matt 14:13b-23; Mark 6:33-46; Luke 9:10-17; John 

6:1-15  (19-35MM) 
 
This is the only miracle recorded in all four gospels. 
 
Principle #1:  A Little in the Hand of the Lord Is a Lot 
Principle #2:  Trust the Lord to Provide so that you May Fulfill His Commands 
Principle #3:  Be Thankful for what He Has Given.  
 
John 6:1 = To Galilee  (Luke 9:10) 
 
After these things (return of the 12, news of John) Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee 
(or {sea of} Tiberias) (Herod renamed the Sea of Galilee the Sea of Tiberias in A.D. 20.  This is for the benefit of 
Gentile readers;  the Sea is only about 12 miles long at its farthest points). 
 
Luke 9:10  And when the apostles returned, they gave an account to Him of all that they had done. And taking 
them with Him, He withdrew by Himself to a city called Bethsaida. 
 
Summary: 
1. These events occur after the twelve return from their first missionary journey and Jesus hears the 

news about John. 
2. Jesus began to move to the north side of the Sea of Galilee seeking some rest for Himself and His 

disciples. 
 
John 6:2 = But the Crowd Follows  (Matt 14:13-16 & Mark 6:33-36 & Luke 9:11-12) 
 
And a great multitude was following Him (IPF AKOLOUTHEW = to follow as a disciple; this is a reference to 
His expanding ministry in general, not to them following behind the boat), because they were seeing the signs 
which He was performing on those who were sick. 
 
Matt 14:13-16  13 Now when Jesus heard it (death of John), He withdrew from there in a boat, to a lonely place 
by Himself; and when the multitudes heard of this, they followed Him on foot from the cities.  14  And when He 
went ashore, He saw a great multitude, and felt compassion for them, and healed their sick.  15  And when it was 
evening, the disciples came to Him, saying, "The place is desolate, and the time is already past; so send the 
multitudes away, that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves."  16  But Jesus said to them, 
"They do not need to go away; you give them something to eat!" 
Mark 6:33-36  33 And the people saw them going, and many recognized them, and they ran there together on 
foot from all the cities, and got there ahead of them.  34  And when He went ashore, He saw a great multitude, 
and He felt compassion for them because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and He began to teach them 
many things.  35 And when it was already quite late, His disciples came up to Him and began saying, "The place 
is desolate and it is already quite late; 36 send them away so that they may go into the surrounding countryside 
and villages and buy themselves something to eat." 
Luke 9:11-12  11 But the multitudes were aware of this and followed Him; and welcoming them, He began 
speaking to them about the kingdom of God and curing those who had need of healing.  12  And the day began to 
decline, and the twelve came and said to Him, "Send the multitude away, that they may go into the surrounding 
villages and countryside and find lodging and get something to eat; for here we are in a desolate place." 
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Summary: 
1. Some people heard that He was going north on the Sea of Galilee and figured He must be headed 

to Bethsaida, so they went to meet Him.   
2. Some people saw the disciples in the boat going north along the coastline and actually arrived at 

Bethsaida ahead of them.   
3. A great multitude of people were waiting for Him when He arrived at Bethsaida. 
4. His compassion was touched so he began to heal the sick.   
5. Also, out of compassion because they were like sheep without a shepherd, He began to teach 

them many things.   
6. As the day wore on the disciples approached Jesus about sending the multitudes away so they 

could get something to eat.   
7. But Jesus told His disciples to feed the crowd. 
 
John 6:3 = His Podium 
 
And Jesus went up on the mountain, and there He sat with His disciples. 
 
Summary: 
1. After healing the sick, Jesus moved up the mountain to teach the crowd. 
2. This also gave He and His disciples a good vantage point with which to asses the crowd. 
 
John 6:4 = The Timing 
 
Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand. 
 
Summary: 
1. This would be the third Passover of Jesus' public ministry. 
2. The crowds would be larger as many were making the pilgrimage to Jerusalem. 
3. This miracle would spread throughout the world. 
4. This "time tag" was more than a simple statement of the timing. 
5. With the Passover approaching, Jesus would remind the Jews of the Exodus and disclose His role 

in it.  John 6:30-58 
 
John 6:5 = Identifying the Need  (Matt 14:16) 
 
Jesus therefore lifting up His eyes, and seeing (THEAOMAI = to look with interest as a spectator) that a great 
multitude was coming to Him (more and more people were still arriving), said to Philip, "Where are we to buy 
bread, that these may eat?" 
 
Matt 14:16  But Jesus said to them, “They do not need to go away; you give them something to eat!” 
 
Summary: 
1. This disciples had not responded to Jesus' orders to feed them.   
2. He had assigned the problem to Philip. 
3. So here He points out that the problem is not yet solved. 
4. Philip readily followed Jesus and evangelized others.  John 1:43-46  The next day He purposed to go 

forth into Galilee, and He found Philip. And Jesus said to him, "Follow Me."  Now Philip was from 
Bethsaida, of the city of Andrew and Peter.  Philip found Nathanael and said to him, "We have found Him 
of whom Moses in the Law and also the Prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph."  And 
Nathanael said to him, "Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?" Philip said to him," Come and see." 

5. Philip was easy to speak to for even Gentiles.  John 12:20-22  Now there were certain Greeks among 
those who were going up to worship at the feast; these therefore came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida 
of Galilee, and began to ask him, saying, "Sir, we wish to see Jesus."  Philip came and told Andrew; 
Andrew and Philip came, and they told Jesus. 

6. With all of his analytical abilities, He had missed some important truth.  John 14:6-9  Jesus said to 
him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me.  "If you had 
known Me, you would have known My Father also; from now on you know Him, and have seen Him.  
Philip said to Him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us."  Jesus said to him, "Have I been so 
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long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; 
how do you say, 'Show us the Father'? 

 
John 6:6 = Philip's Test 
 
And this He was saying to test (Pres Ptc. PEIRADZW = ptc. indicates that the Lord said this to Philip several 
times) him; for He Himself knew what He was intending to do. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus presented this test to Philip several times during the day. 
2. Philip presented it to the other disciples. 
3. Philip was evidently a person who prided himself on his analysis of problems and their solution.  

(We see people who did not gather the facts and made conclusions; people who got some of the facts 
and drew conclusions and people who got most of the facts but drew the wrong conclusions-where would 
Philip fit??) 

 
John 6:7 = Philip's Analysis  (Mark 6:37-38a & Luke 9:13a) 
 
Philip answered Him, "Two hundred denarii (8 mos. Wages) worth of bread is not sufficient for them, for 
everyone to receive a little." 
 
Mark 6:37-38a  37 But He answered and said to them, "You give them something to eat!" And they said to Him," 
Shall we go and spend two hundred denarii on bread and give them something to eat?"  38a  And He said to 
them, "How many loaves do you have? Go look!"  
Luke 9:13a  But He said to them, "You give them something to eat!" 
 
Summary: 
1. Remember that Christ had told His disciples to not send the crowds away but to feed them.   
2. Their evaluations and calculations led them to conclude that they could not fulfill Jesus' 

command. 
3. We do not know if they had enough money in the "kitty" or not.  What we do know is that the 

disciples believed that it would cost too much to feed them.   
4. Jesus then asked them to find out how many resources were available.   
 
John 6:8 = Andrew's Report 
 
One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, said to Him, 
 
John 6:9 = Continued  (Matt 14:17-18 & Mark 6:38b & Luke 9:13b) 
 
"There is a lad here who has five barley loaves (small cakes made from the most common grain) and two 
fish, but what are these for so many people?" 
 
Matt 14:17-18  17 And they said to Him, "We have here only five loaves and two fish."  18 And He said, "Bring them 
here to Me." 
Mark 6:38b  And when they found out, they said, "Five and two fish." 
Luke 9:13b  And they said, "We have no more than five loaves and two fish, unless perhaps we go and buy food 
for all these people." 
 
Summary: 
1. The search for food did not produce much-either in quantity or quality. 
2. Consider all the miracles that His disciples had seen-even on that particular day. 
3. Think of what He had spoken to them about Himself. 
4. The disciples' eyes were on the petty cash fund. 
5. His work is not slowed by our lack of resources, but by our lack of trust. 
6. Before the Lord answers our needs, He will often test us to see if our eyes are on Him or upon the 

circumstances. 
7. The disciples forgot to ask the "Lord of the Harvest" for help. 
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John 6:10 = Jesus' Solution  (Matt 14:19a & Mark 6:39-40 & Luke 9:14-15) 
 
Jesus said, "Have the people (ANTHRWPOS = men) sit down (recline)." Now there was much grass in the 
place (comfort). So the men sat down (reclined), in number about five thousand.  (about 100 groups of 50) 
 
Matt 14:19a  And ordering the multitudes to recline on the grass,  
Mark 6:39-40  39 And He commanded them all to recline by groups on the green grass.  40 And they reclined in 
companies of hundreds and of fifties. 
Luke 9:14-15  14 (For there were about five thousand men.) And He said to His disciples, "Have them recline to 
eat in groups of about fifty each."  15 And they did so, and had them all recline. 
 
John 6:11 = Jesus' Prayer  (Matt 14:19b-20a & Mark 6:41-42 & Luke 9:16) 
 
Jesus therefore took the loaves; and having given thanks, He distributed to those who were seated; 
likewise also of the fish as much as they wanted. 
 
Matt 14:19b-20a  19b He took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up toward heaven, He blessed the 
food, and breaking the loaves He gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave to the multitudes, 20a  and 
they all ate, and were satisfied.    
Mark 6:41-42  41 And He took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up toward heaven, He blessed the 
food and broke the loaves and He kept giving them to the disciples to set before them; and He divided up the two 
fish among them all.  42  And they all ate and were satisfied. 
Luke 9:16  And He took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to heaven, He blessed them, and broke 
them, and kept giving them to the disciples to set before the multitude. 
 
Summary: 
1. No account of this miracle says that He prayed for multiplication of the loaves and fish. 
2. He just thanked the Father for the provision that had been made.  I wonder if any complained about 

the quality?? 
3. Then He made the "break" of faith-He began to break the loaves and fish.   
4. Everyone got their fill.   
5. The disciples made the distribution. 
6. They were getting a lesson in service.   
7. They were getting another increment of humility training.  They had just returned from their first 

missionary journey and reported what "they had done" to the Lord.  Do you think their arrogance showed 
through again?? 

 
John 6:12 = Stewardship 
 
And when they were filled, He said to His disciples, "Gather up the leftover fragments that nothing may be 
lost." 
 
Summary: 
1. When the Lord blesses, be it miraculously and/or abundantly, we are not to become wasteful with 

the leftovers. 
2. The Lord expects us to be good stewards with what He provides. 
3. He also expects us to use what He provides.  2 Cor 9:6-10 
 
John 6:13 = The Results  (Matt 14:20b-21 & Mark 6:43-44 & Luke 9:17) 
 
And so they gathered them up, and filled twelve baskets with fragments from the five barley loaves (think 
about it:  all had been touched by the Lord Himself), which were left over by those who had eaten. 
 
Matt 14:20b-21  20b And they picked up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve full baskets.  21 And 
there were about five thousand men who ate, aside from women and children. 
Mark 6:43-44  43 And they picked up twelve full baskets of the broken pieces, and also of the fish.  44 And there 
were five thousand men who ate the loaves. 
Luke 9:17  And they all ate and were satisfied; and the broken pieces which they had left over were picked up, 
twelve baskets full. 
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Summary: 
1. Five thousand men plus the women and children were fed. 
2. Each disciple was left with a basket full of food.   
3. After distributing the Lord's resources, the disciples were also provided for.   
 
John 6:14 = The People's Evaluation 
 
When therefore the people saw the sign which He had performed, they said, "This is of a truth the Prophet 
who is to come into the world." 
 
Summary: 
1. The people were partially correct about who Jesus was. 
2. Their statement was accurate, but their evaluation was incomplete, so they really missed the 

point. 
3. They had filtered Christ's teachings through their human viewpoint and personal expectations. 
4. An increment of truth extracted from the Divine framework will lead to distortions. 
 
John 6:15 = Jesus' Perception  (Matt 14:22-23 & Mark 6:45-46) 
 
Jesus therefore perceiving that they were intending to come and take Him by force, to make Him king, 
withdrew again to the mountain by Himself alone. 
 
Matt 14:22-23  22 And immediately He made the disciples get into the boat, and go ahead of Him to the other 
side, while He sent the multitudes away.  23  And after He had sent the multitudes away, He went up to the 
mountain by Himself to pray; and when it was evening, He was there alone. 
Mark 6:45-46  45 And immediately He made His disciples get into the boat and go ahead of Him to the other side 
to Bethsaida (the place opposite Bethsaida), while He Himself was sending the multitude away.  46  And after 
bidding them farewell, He departed to the mountain to pray. 
 
Summary: 
1. The crowd was ready to elect Jesus to lead them in an uprising to remove the Romans. 
2. He could be the second Moses. 
3. He could form a fairly good army right there, and with His miraculous powers that could "multiply" 

the few, Rome and Herod could be evicted. 
4. Jesus had seen this type of temptation before.  Matt 4  (This time John had just been killed by the 

powers that be) 
5. He chooses to stay with the Father's plan and avoid the political realm. 
6. Jesus sent the disciples ahead in a boat and dispersed the crowds.   
7. Jesus then sought some time alone with the Father.   
 
Principles: 
1. Some follow Jesus only to see signs and miracles without desiring a relationship with Him.  (V1-2) 
2. Jesus works on us individually and collectively to teach us about our weaknesses.  (V3-6) 
3. We must not rule out the supernatural in solutions to our problems.  (V6) 
4. We must inventory our resources.  (V7-9) 
5. Before He answers our requests, He may test us to see if our eyes are on Him or on the 

"impossible" situation.  (V1-9) (He already knows) 
6. We should go as far as our resources allow and leave the rest to God.  (brought fish to Him) 
7. We should organize ourselves and await blessings.  (V10) 
8. We should pray for Divine Intervention when it seems impossible to fulfill God's will.  (V1-10) 
9. The Lord is not slowed by a lack of resources, but is awaiting faith and obedience, no matter how 

small.  (V10-11) 
10. We must be thankful for what He has given us.  (V11) 
11. We must not waste our excess resources.  (V12) 
12. God will provide resources with which to honor Him.  (V13) 
13. God provides for His servants.  (V13) 
14. At times He will do something just to show us where our trust is not.  (V1-14) 
15. We must seek to have the total picture of Jesus Christ. 
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Matt 14:24-36; 10:1, 5-16; 24-33, 37-42; 11:1; Mark 6:6b-13; Luke 9:1-6 

Walking on the Sea 
 
3. Jesus' Ministry Flowers:  Year Two  30-31 A.D. 

A. The Sermon on the Mount 
B. Parables 
C. Miracles 
D. The Twelve Sent Out 

1). Workers in the Harvest  Matt 9:35–10:16; 10:24–11:1; Mark 6:6b-13; Luke 9:1-6 
2). John the Baptist Is Martyred  Matt 14:1-13a; Mark 6:14-32; Luke 9:7-10 
3). Feeding of the Five Thousand  Matt 14:13b-23; Mark 6:33-46; Luke 9:10-17; John 

6:1-15  (19-35MM) 
4). Walking on the Sea  Matt 14:24-36; Mark 6:47-56; John 6:16-25  (20-35MM) 

 
Lessons In Faith: 
1. Healing  (disease) 
2. Provision of needs  (basic human needs) 
3. Lord of Creation  (weather) 
 
Faith vs Fear:  (Henry Emerson Fosdick) 
1. Fear imprisons, Faith liberates. 
2. Fear paralyzes, faith empowers. 
3. Fear disheartens, Faith encourages. 
4. Fear sickens, Faith heals. 
5. Fear makes useless, Faith makes serviceable. 
6. Fear puts hopelessness at the heart of life, Faith rejoices in its God. 
 
John 6:16 = Following Instructions 
 
Now when evening came (after the 5,000 were fed), His disciples went down to the sea, 
 
John 6:17 = Going it Alone  (Mark 6:47) 
 
and after getting into a boat, they started to cross the sea to Capernaum. And it had already become dark, 
and Jesus had not yet come to them (John says that this was the setting before Jesus walked on the water). 
 
Mark 6:47  And when it was evening, the boat was in the midst of the sea, and He was alone on the land. 
 
Summary: 
1. They got about half-way across to Capernaum when the storm hit. 
2. Sometimes He sends us into the darkness "alone." 
 
John 6:18 = Oops!  Another Storm  (Matt 14:24 & Mark 6:48a) 
 
And the sea began to be stirred up (DIEGEIRW = to rouse from sleep; used in Luke 8:24 when they "awoke" 
Jesus because of the storm) because a strong wind was blowing. 
 
Matt 14:24  But the boat was already many stadia (furlong = 600 Greek feet or 1/8th of a mile) away from the 
land, battered by the waves; for the wind was contrary (ENANTIOS = antagonistic, in opposition). 
Mark 6:48a  And seeing them straining at the oars, for the wind was against them,  
 
Summary: 
1. Sometimes He sends us into the storm "alone." 
2. Sometimes He stirs things up to wake us up. 
3. Spiritual Leaders do not need to apologize for "stirring up" Believers concerning the basics of 

Christianity.  2 Pet 1:10-13  Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His 
calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble; for in this way 
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the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to 
you.  Therefore, I shall always be ready to remind you of these things, even though you already know 
them, and have been established in the truth which is present with you.  And I consider it right, as long as 
I am in this earthly dwelling, to stir you up by way of reminder, 

4. Spiritual Leaders need to keep people "stirred up" concerning the apostasy of the "last days."  2 
Pet 3:1-9  This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I am stirring up your sincere 
mind by way of reminder, that you should remember the words spoken beforehand by the holy prophets 
and the commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken by your apostles.  Know this first of all, that in the 
last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts, and saying, "Where is the 
promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the 
beginning of creation."  For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the 
heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water, through which the world at 
that time was destroyed, being flooded with water.  But the present heavens and earth by His word are 
being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.  But do not let this 
one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand 
years as one day.  The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward 
you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. 

 
John 6:19 = Struggling Along Alone  (Matt 14:25-26 & Mark 6:48b-49) 
 
When therefore they had rowed about three or four miles (literally:  25 or 30 furlongs/stadia = 3 1/8-3 ¾ mile), 
they beheld (PAI THEWREW = view as a spectator) Jesus walking on the sea and drawing near to the boat; 
and they were frightened (API PHOBEW).  (some critics say He was walking along the coastline and the 
disciples just thought He was walking on the water.  The eyewitnesses in the boat though were in familiar water-
they had just left their home town of Bethsaida) 
 
Matt 14:25-26  25 And in the fourth watch (between 3-6 a.m.; rowing for hours) of the night He came to them, 
walking on the sea.  26 And when the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were frightened, saying, "It is a 
ghost!" And they cried out for fear. 
Mark 6:48b-49  48b at about the fourth watch of the night, He came to them, walking on the sea; and He intended 
to pass by them.  49 But when they saw Him walking on the sea, they supposed that it was a ghost, and cried out; 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus does not become unstable in the midst of the storms. 
2. Jesus is stable even on unstable footing. 
3. His stability is to be an anchor for us.  Heb 6:17-20  In the same way God, desiring even more to show 

to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed with an oath, in order that by 
two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we may have strong encouragement, we 
who have fled for refuge in laying hold of the hope set before us.  This hope we have as an anchor of the 
soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and one which enters within the veil, where Jesus has entered as a 
forerunner for us, having become a high priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek. 

4. We may spend a lot of time battling the storms without bothering to call upon Him for help. 
5. Jesus intended to pass them by and keep walking. 
6. Sometimes He lets us struggle alone in the storms. 
7. Then we cry out.   
 
John 6:20 = Stop Being Afraid  (Matt 14:27-33 & Mark 6:50) 
 
But He said to them, "It is I (EGW EIMI = I Myself Am); do not be afraid (M8 + PMImp PHOBEW = Stop being 
afraid)." 
 
Matt 14:27-33  27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, "Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid."  28  And 
Peter answered Him and said, "Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the water."  29  And He said, 
"Come!" And Peter got out of the boat, and walked on the water and came toward Jesus.  30  But seeing the 
wind, he became afraid, and beginning to sink, he cried out, saying, "Lord, save me!"  31  And immediately Jesus 
stretched out His hand and took hold of him, and said to him, "O you of little faith, why did you doubt?" 32  And 
when they got into the boat, the wind stopped.  33  And those who were in the boat worshiped Him, saying, "You 
are certainly God's Son!" 
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Mark 6:50  for they all saw Him and were frightened. But immediately He spoke with them and said to them, 
"Take courage; it is I, do not be afraid." 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus again told them who He was.  (Yahweh in the flesh) 
2. He then told them to "stop being afraid." 
3. At least one briefly did, for Peter then joined the Lord on the water. 
4. What if the Creator said to you, "stop being afraid?" 
 
John 6:21 = Faith "Surfaces"  (Mark 6:51-52) 
 
They were willing therefore to receive Him into the boat; and immediately the boat was at the land to 
which they were going. 
 
Mark 6:51-52  51 And He got into the boat with them, and the wind stopped; and they were greatly astonished,  
52  for they had not gained any insight from the incident of the loaves, but their heart was hardened. 
 
Summary: 
1. With the Lord in the boat you can get go places quickly. 
2. With the Lord in the boat this storm stopped but it doesn't really matter if it didn't. 
3. Jesus performed this miracle because the disciples were still spiritually asleep. 
 
John 6:22 = The Bewildered Multitude 
 
The next day the multitude that stood on the other side of the sea saw that there was no other small boat 
there, except one, and that Jesus had not entered with His disciples into the boat, but that His disciples 
had gone away alone. 
 
John 6:23 = Crowds Still Arriving at Bethsaida 
 
There came other small boats from Tiberias (south of Capernaum on the west coastline) near to the place 
where they ate the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 
 
John 6:24 = Multitudes Move to Capernaum 
 
When the multitude therefore saw that Jesus was not there, nor His disciples, they themselves got into 
the small boats, and came to Capernaum, seeking Jesus. 
 
John 6:25 = Jesus Is Found  (Matt 14:34-36 & Mark 6:54-56) 
 
And when they found Him on the other side of the sea (i.e. from Bethsaida), they said to Him, "Rabbi, when 
did You get here?" 
 
Matt 14:34-36  And when they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret (a fertile plain on the NW 
side of the lake).  35 And when the men of that place recognized Him, they sent into all that surrounding district 
and brought to Him all who were sick; 36 and they began to entreat Him that they might just touch the fringe of 
His cloak; and as many as touched it were cured. 
Mark 6:53-56  53 And when they had crossed over they came to land at Gennesaret, and moored to the shore.  
54 And when they had come out of the boat, immediately the people recognized Him, 55 and ran about that whole 
country and began to carry about on their pallets those who were sick, to the place they heard He was.  56 And 
wherever He entered villages, or cities, or countryside, they were laying the sick in the market places, and 
entreating Him that they might just touch the fringe of His cloak; and as many as touched it were being cured.  
(The Pharisees thought that if one rubbed shoulders in a crowd, they were then rendered unclean) 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus and the disciples had landed near Capernaum at Gennesaret. 
3. The people came to Him seeking to be healed. 
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Fear Not: 
1. Fear comes from a lack of faith.  Mark 5:35-36  While He was still speaking, they came from the house 

of the synagogue official, saying, "Your daughter has died; why trouble the Teacher anymore?"  But 
Jesus, overhearing what was being spoken, said to the synagogue official, "Do not be afraid any longer, 
only believe." 

2. Fear comes from a lack of hope.  Ps 33:18-22  Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear Him, 
On those who hope for His lovingkindness, To deliver their soul from death, and to keep them alive in 
famine.  Our soul waits for the LORD; He is our help and our shield.  For our heart rejoices in Him, 
because we trust in His holy name.  Let Thy lovingkindness, O LORD, be upon us, according as we have 
hoped in Thee.  Rom 5:1-5  Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which 
we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God.  And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, 
knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; and perseverance, proven character; and proven 
character, hope; and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 

3. Fear comes from a lack of love.  I Jn 4:16-19  And we have come to know and have believed the love 
which God has for us. God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.  
By this, love is perfected with us, that we may have confidence in the day of judgment; because as He is, 
so also are we in this world.  There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear 
involves punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love.  We love, because He first loved us. 

4. Fear comes from a damaged relationship with the Lord.  Gen 3:10 
5. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom-it is not the end.  Prov 1:7 
6. We can be afraid of people, places, things and events. 
7. We may fear the Lord's plan.  Matt 1:20  But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for 
that which has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.    

8. We may fear people.  Matt 10:26-31  26-27  "Therefore do not fear them, for there is nothing covered 
that will not be revealed, and hidden that will not be known.  "What I tell you in the darkness, speak in the 
light; and what you hear whispered in your ear, proclaim upon the housetops.  28-30  "And do not fear 
those who kill the body, but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul 
and body in hell.  "Are not two sparrows sold for a cent? And yet not one of them will fall to the ground 
apart from your Father.  "But the very hairs of your head are all numbered.  31  "Therefore do not fear; 
you are of more value than many sparrows. 

9. We may fear the Lord's workings.  Matt 14:26-27  And when the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, 
they were frightened, saying, "It is a ghost!" And they cried out for fear.  But immediately Jesus spoke to 
them, saying, "Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid." 

10. We may fear the voice of God.  Matt 17:5-7  While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud 
overshadowed them; and behold, a voice out of the cloud, saying, "This is My beloved Son, with whom I 
am well-pleased; listen to Him!"  And when the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were much 
afraid.  And Jesus came to them and touched them and said, "Arise, and do not be afraid." 

11. We may fear that the Lord is missing.  Matt 28:5-6  And the angel answered and said to the women, 
"Do not be afraid; for I know that you are looking for Jesus who has been crucified.  "He is not here, for 
He has risen, just as He said. Come, see the place where He was lying. 

12. We may fear the fact that He is alive.  Matt 28:9-10  And behold, Jesus met them and greeted them. 
And they came up and took hold of His feet and worshiped Him.  Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be 
afraid; go and take word to My brethren to leave for Galilee, and there they shall see Me." 

13. We may fear our role in God's plan.  Luke 1:13  But the angel said to him, "Do not be afraid, Zacharias, 
for your petition has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will give him the 
name John.  

14. We may fear what He has revealed to us.  Luke 2:10  And the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for 
behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which shall be for all the people;   

15. We may fear the mission field.  Luke 5:9-10  For amazement had seized him and all his companions 
because of the catch of fish which they had taken; and so also James and John, sons of Zebedee, who 
were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, "Do not fear, from now on you will be catching men." 

16. We may fear the loss of our material "needs."  Luke 12:30-32  "For all these things the nations of the 
world eagerly seek; but your Father knows that you need these things.  "But seek for His kingdom, and 
these things shall be added to you.  "Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has chosen gladly to give 
you the kingdom. 
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17. We may fear the fulfillment of prophecy if it is not what we want or expect.  John 12:12-15  On the 
next day the great multitude who had come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to 
Jerusalem, took the branches of the palm trees, and went out to meet Him, and began to cry out, 
"Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel."  And Jesus, finding 
a young donkey, sat on it; as it is written,  "Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your King is coming, 
seated on a donkey's colt." 

18. The Lord wants our fear removed so that we may spread the good news of His Kingdom.  Acts 
18:9-10  And the Lord said to Paul in the night by a vision, "Do not be afraid any longer, but go on 
speaking and do not be silent; for I am with you, and no man will attack you in order to harm you, for I 
have many people in this city." 

19. He does not want us to be afraid of the powerful men of this world.  Acts 27:23-25  "For this very 
night an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I serve stood before me, saying, 'Do not be afraid, 
Paul; you must stand before Caesar; and behold, God has granted you all those who are sailing with you.'  
"Therefore, keep up your courage, men, for I believe God, that it will turn out exactly as I have been told. 

20. A relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ is the best way to get our fear removed.  Rev 1:17-18  
And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as a dead man. And He laid His right hand upon me, saying, "Do 
not be afraid; I am the first and the last, and the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive 
forevermore, and I have the keys of death and of Hades. 
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